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ENQUIRY 



INTO THE 



Morals of the Ancients. 



Introduction, 

"HERE is not perhaps any Subjed whatfoever 
more difficult to be treated of, than the En- 
quiry proposed in the following Sheets ; nor 
that requires more Caution and Circumlpccflion ; 
and this upon ievcral Accounts. In the fir ft 
Place, it is capable of fuch Ornaments, and might 
appear with liich Luftre, that I almoft dcfpair 
of doing it, in that Particular, the Jufticc it defcrvcs, and of 
coming off with that Succefs, which the Vanity natural to all 
Men would make ,mc wilh for : A large and fertile Field is 
open to my View, and I might expect a plentiful Harveft ; but 
(tg pwfae the fame Metaphor) I am firmly perliiaded it depends 
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2 Of the Morals of the Ancients. 

in a great Meafurc upon the Skill of the Labourer. ' In the fe- 
cond Place, there arc two dangerous oppofite Rocks, one of 
which it is likely I may fplit upon, unlefs I be guided with th&t 
Prudence and Skill which I can more wiih for, than rationally 
fcxped: from my Abilities. Thefe Rocks arc, my being thot^ht 
by two Setts of Men, of Principles abfolutely different, to give 
too little or too much to Revelation : The Cenfure, indeed, of 
thofe laft mentioned is what, I muft confels, will affe(9: me much 
lefs than that of the fprn^er; but as Reafoning is much more 
likely to prevail with thofe who are the moft worth perfuad- 
ing, than Paflion and Railing, I hefe* declare, that however I 
may be miftaken in the Method I have traken, or howfoever 
weak and faulty my Expreffions may be in conveying Ideas in 
fuch a manner as I mylelf conceive them, my Defi^ is, fairly 
and candidly to fhew the Excellency of the Chriilian Syftem, 
both as to Religion and Morality ; and confeq^iently, to promote 
the following it and pradifing it in a much- better manner than 
is at pfclent obferved amongft Mankind. Purfuant therefore to 
my Intention, I fliall make a llrid Inquiry into the Rcalbns, 
why the Ancient Heathens, who were moft certainly (as I Hull 
make it appear) inferior to us in their Religious and Moral Sy- 
ftems, were notwithftanding (in their beft Times) equal, I may 
venture to fay» much fiipcrior in the Pradlice, to Chriftians in 
general, ever fince that thefe latter began to degenerate from the 
Primitive Apoftolical Purity^ By this Means we fhall come at 
the Caufes of our Difeafe, and be more likely to indicate pro- 
per Remedies, and effed: a perfedl Cure. In the Profecution 
of this SubjeiS-, it will be necefTary, to fiipport my Aflertion^ 
to make it evident, that fomc of the moft noolc Effeds of ma- 
ny of the fublimeft Moral Virtues were frequently found in Men 
ignorant of the true and only Sources from whence they can claim 
real Merit, and flourilh with the moft perfect and unexceptionable 
Glory ; and it muft at the fame time be obferved to the Reader^ 
how much thefe Virtues are negledled by thole who know, and 
may be thoroughly convinced from whence they can alone a* 
rife juftly to defervc thofc Epithets which are given them, 
when pradifed in the proper Views, and to the beft and traeft 
Ends. I muft add ftill further, that as I fincerely wilh it, fb I 
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Introdxjction. 3 

^ apt to flatter mylclf with Hopes, that, by relating many 
of the great Adltons of the Ancients, I may raife a Spirit of 
Emulation^ if we are not totally loft to all Senfe of Good- 
nefs I that we may be aihamed, not only to be fiirpafled, but 
even equalled, by Thofe who had fuch inferior Advantages. 
This has been a Method pradifed by the beft Moralifts: — 
** When I employ myfelf upon a Paper of Morality, (fays Mr. 
** Addifon^ in his xi3th SJ^eBator) I generally confidcr, how 
** I may recommend the particular Virtue which I treat of, by 
** the Precepts or Examples of the Ancient Heathens ; by that 
** Means, if poffible, to fhame thpfe who have greater Ad van* 
** tages of knowing their Duty, and therefore greater Obliga^ 
** tions to perform it, into a better Courfc of Life : Befides 
'^ that many among us are unreafonably difpoled to give a 
** fairer Hearing to a Pagan Philofophcr, than to a Chriftian 

V Writer." Thus far that excellent Author ; and his laft 

Obiervation leads me to affirm, with great Truth, (and I Jhall 
demonftrate it) that how much fbever the Pagans might furpals 
the Chriftians in the Pradice, that nothing but the Chriftian 
Religion can give True Virtue, becauTe nothing can afford Mo- 
tives fb pure and perfe(5t ; In fbort, that H Chriftians did but 
a(% according to the Precepts that are contained in the GoipeK 
their Virtues would be of the true and genuine Kind, would 
be more in Number, and far luperior in every re^e<a to any 
thing that could poiiibiy be found amongft the Ancients ; -« 
but unfortimately we have the Theory, arul they had the Prac- 
tice. The Caule of this (hall be examined into with the greatcft 
ExaAncis in the following Treatife. I hope I fliall not be thought 
too fevere in what I fay of the Immorality, and Wickednels of 
Mankind ; I believe Hiftory and Experience will but too much 
confirm what I ailert ; and it is my Opinion, that diftempered 
Morals are no more to be flattered nor indulged, than diftem* 
pered Bodies, if we are to endeavour at an Ameiidment : This 
iiowc\cr I muft in Juftioe lay, that there are, no doubt, leveral 
Pcribnswho do not dcfervc our Cenfure, and who therefore arc 
hereby excepted 

I A M very (enfible how unequal I am to fuch a Work as this; 
and therefore I declare, that I intend this Ei^ay rather as a Hint 
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4 Of the Morals of the Ancients. 

ro abler Pens than mine, to. profecutc the SubjciJl in the fullcft 
Manner, ^^who are capable of making it appear in its greateft 
Force,) than to give any thing, of JVIine to the World, as Com- 
pleat and Perfect. A Dcfign of this Nature may be the more 
neccflary at this Time, as a Spirit feems to have pofleffcd this 
Nation of doubting of the fublimeft Truths, of cavilling per* 
pctually at our Holy Religion, both as to its Defign, Confe- 
qucnces and Effcd:s : As it appears by the general Acceptance 
that ail Books meet with which are either diredly levelled at 
Chriftianity, or ftrike at it obliquely. And as one of the 
ftrongeft Forts that the Enemies and Oppofers of our Religion 
take Refuge in, is the Perfedion of the Heathen Virtues, \ 
think it will be no ufelefs piece of Work, if it can be (hewn that 
the great Depravity of the Chriftians is fo far from being charge- 
able upon Cnriftianity, that it is Matter of the higheft Aftonilh- 
ment that the Heathens ihould be as they were, and that Chri- 
ftians ibould be fallen into fiich a general abandoned State of 
Reprobation. Thus it will appear, that there can never be a 
conftant uniform Courfe of Moral Virtue to be expeded from 
any but Thole who are thoroughly perliiaded of the Truth of 
the Chriftian Revelation, wherein future Rewards and Puniflh- 
ments are afcertained to the Practice of Virtue or of Vice. 

For want of obligatory binding Rules (which nothing but 
Revelation could give) there muft be Breaks in the Virtue of the 
Heathens ; an Inftability will be oblcrvcd in fomc of their great* 
eft Me0, and a Mixture of Virtue and Vice in fome of their 
wjfeft Inftitntions. Now, a ftriifl and cxa<a Follower of the 
Chriftian Syftem, muft be uniform in his Conduct ; he never caa 
deviate from True Morality ; for his Way is fo clearly marked 
out» and the Coniequences of parfiiing that Road, or turning a^ 
fide, fb iuduLitably and io indilpuraDly made evident to him^ 
that ic is impofliUe fox him to err, through Ignorance. But» 
^otwithftanding all this, it is but too apparent, that the Ancient 
Heathens, (as I (aid before') are juftly renowned for their, great 
Ai3:Lons, and for their noble Sentiments; that is, in fine, that 
they praAifed well what they knew, and went as far in Virtue 
as the Light of Nature aod Education could conduct them ; and 
we ace ib negligent of our Holy Religion^ that we do not a<3^ 

acqordr^ 
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according to that excellent Syftem of Morals laid down in the 
holy Golpel: And as the Ancient Heathens had Breaks and 
Starts from Virtue to Vice, we are fo funk, that we have fcarcc 
any Breaks from Vice to Virtue, and feem to be conftant in that 
which is diredly contrary to wh^ we ought to be. Whence ^ 

does this arife ? I ihall endeavour to account for it in the fol- 
lowing Papers. As in the Examination of the Adions of the 
Ancients, I Ihall be infenfibly led into a fort of Rapture and 
Amazement, to find fuch unexpe<3:ed Virtues from fuch improba- 
ble Sources, let none be offended if I feem to exalt their Me- 
rits : For, if I plainly deraonftrate tfcat, notwithftanding all their 
Glory, one True Chriftian liirpaffes them by an infinite Space, 
it will ftill be more to the Honour of Chriftianity ; for lurely, 
a Conqueft over a brave Antagonift is much more defirable, and 
xnore to the Reputation of the Conqueror, thau a Victory over 
an abjeift, iriglorious Enemy 1 

The Virtues whicb were moft confpicuous amongft the An*- 
cient Heathens, and which gave Rife to all their great and no- 
ble Adions, may be ranged under thefe Denominations : Their 
JuJUce, their Love ^f their Country andTuilici Spirit, (which 
Icems to me to be the rooft remarkable and predominant Virtue 
amongft them) their Magnanimity, their Courage and Fortitude ; 
their ftrong Regard to the Religion of their Country, and to 
the Notions of Morality fettled amongft them ; their noble and 
almoft inimitable Sentiments of Friendjhip frequently put ia 
Pradicc; their Simplicity of Life y Neglect of Eafe, and'Dj^tke * 

of Luxury ; their Contempt of Money, and their pcrfe(9: difin> 
tcrefted Condud where-ever a View of Lucre could poflibly 
have influenced : All thelc, together, and feparately^ prevailed 
amongft them, and were almoft all fubfervient to the Love of their 
Country, which, as I faid before, for that Reafon was the prin- 
cipal Spring from whence their Adions aroie; and tbefe were; 
I think, the chief Springs from whence moft of them proceeded, 
Humtlity, znATatitnce under Sufferings, tnd an univer/al Bene- 
volence and Lave to Mankind, were what they were Strangers^ 
to ; for their immoderate Affedion for their Conntr}^ moft im- 
pair ccmfidkrably the latter, as moft appear c^>oa Reftedion ;; 
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6 Of^rbe Morals of the Andcnts, 

and nothing bat the Chriftian Religion can produce the twd 
fonner in their full Purity. 

Amongst all the Ancients, the Greeks and Romans are 
thofc who defervediy hold the firft Rank, as to all the Virtues 
and Accomplifhmcnts which adorn IVIankind ; not that they 
were the firft or only People who were pofleflcd of them, but 
becaufe they carried them to a greater Perfcdion, than any 
other Nation did. Thefc Two treated the reft of the World as 
Barbarians^ and with Ibmc Reafon j for there were few or none 
who feemed to have any true Notions of the End and Defign 
of Virtue, or of any of its Produ<9:ions, befides themfelves, at 
the Time they flourifli'd ; for the jljian and African Parts of 
the World were immerfed in Sloth and Ignorance^ and tyranni* 
zed by Monfters; and Egypt ^ once the Scat oF Knowledge and 
of Arts, and other Countries once fo famous, were Imk into a 
vile and wretched Condition, as to all the Ornaiiicnts and Pcr- 
fedions of the Mind, when firft the Greeks arofe, and fhewed 
Mankind luch Qualifications and (iich Virtues of Mortal Man, 
as till that Time had not been met with : And at laft, the Ro- 
mans^ having long before rivalled them in their Moral Peru* 
fedions, became Lords of the World in the fiilleft ISenfc ; being 
not only Matters of Mankind, but in a great Meafure of all 
thofe (^alities, thole Arts and Sciences, thofe Embellifliments 
of Life, which ftill render the Names of both Conquered and 
Conquerors equally immortal. 

I T fhall be therefore to thefe Two People that I fhall chieU 
ly confine my Examination ; not, however, to debar myfelf ab- 
Iblutely the Privilege of making fome little Excurfions amongft 
thofe termed by them Barbarians. 
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Chap. L 

Of the Justice of the Ancient Heathens^ 
compared with 7 hat in the Chriftian World. 

I Shall begin with Justice, the firft and moft eflcntial Mo- 
ral Virtue : Without This, there is no Society ; the World 
w ould be a Den of favage Beads, continually carving for them- 
felvcs, and, upon the leaft Refiftance, tearing each other to pieces. 
This raay be divided into Two Species, tho' both proceeding 
from the fame Origin ; I mean into Private and ^ublick Jujlice. 
The firft is that Juftice which pafles between Man and Man ia 
relation to Words,, Adions or Property. The latter is that Ju- 
flicc* which Men in Authority, either Kings, Princes, Gover- 
nors or Magiftratcs, are to perform impartially to rhofe fubjeded 
to their Governance and Care; and'it likevvife confifls in com- 
pofing Differences between contending Nations, and in the Af^ 
fairs of Peace and War with foreign States, in fettling Matters 
of Treaty and Alliance with People of different Nations, Go- 
vernments and Intercfts. I fliall begin with that firft mention- 
ed; becaufe when we have confidered that, which is the real 
Source of the other, we ihall then be better fitted to pafs our 
Judgment upon the latter. * Private Juftice as well as Publick 
may be faid to arilp either from particular innate Notions in each 
Penbn's Breaft, concerning Right or Wrong, (by which fbme Men 
have certainly a greater Propenfity to Juftice than others) or from 
Notions generally received, and cftablilhed in the Country where 
they are born and educated j which yet may be variable by 
Alteration of Sentiments or of Cuftom j or clfe, it is fixed by 

♦ In my Definition of the particular Virtues I treat of in mj preliminary Difeourfes 
to each Chapter, I do not confine myfelf to the Ideas of each Virtue as thr^ were 
amongft the Heatliens, or are now amongft us ; but I give the Reader the Dennition 
in general, which he will adapt (by Reflexion) to the Anions I mention. 
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binding obligatory Rules laid down by a fettled- indifputableSy. 
ftem of Morality. It is no eafy Matter to bring naany Exam- 
plestof the Juftice of the Ancients in private Life ; becaufe moft 
of thofc great Men whofc Hiftory is tranfhiittcd to us, were 
chiefly famous in publick Life, and there are few Opportunities 
where they could manifcll their Inclinations to private Equity ; 
They were moft of them employed in the Management of pub- 
lick Affairs, and it is there. they Ihined; except it be fbme few 
rhilofophers, whofe Singularity of Temper made them chufe to 
live retir'd from the World. Some Inftances however I will 
endeavour to produce. 

In Valerius Maximus, (an Author of Repute amongft the 
Learned,) is found a remarkable Example of private Juftice, of 
a Man's diverting himfelf of his Pa/Tion to pradile it without 
any Relerve. Cneus T>omit'tus^ Tribune of the People, (an Order 
of Men created for the Defence and Protedtion of the Commons 
of Rome^ but who foon began to abufe their Power in a moft 
flagrant manner upon that fpecious Pretence,) attacked Marcus 
Scaur us, one of the moft eminent Men of RomCy of great 
Worth and undoubted Virtue : He made it his Endeavour to 
bring him to Judgment before the People, (over whom, as their 
particular Magiftrate and Protedor, he did not queftion his In- 
fluence ; ) fo that by the Ruin of fiich a Perfonage as Scaurus 
was, or at leaft by putting an Affront upon him, he might in- 
crede the Fame of his own Power and fceming Love of Ju- 
ftice. But to compals this, there muft be fome Qolour, /bme 
Pretence, for bringing a Man of that Charader ajid Reputation 
before his Tribunal. The want of this, as may be imagined, 
crpated in him no fmall Uneafmefs and Anxiety. As he was 
in this Perplexity, a Slave, (or Servant, fof the Romans ufed 
no other Servants but Slaves, for they thought it beneath the 
Dignity of a y^Roman Citizen, even the meaneft, to fervc his 
Fellow Citizen) one of thofe who belonged to M. Scaurus^ 
comes to him, and with great Officioufnefs offers to make a Dis- 
covery of fome Things which it might be uleful for him tp 
know ; in ihort, of fome pretended Crimes of his Maftef s, which 
would greatly help his intended Profecution: This was a nice 
and critical Jun(^ttre fox an ambitious Man^ a(^ated by no cer« 
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tain Precepts of Jufticc or Goodnefs : Bat how did he behave 
in it ? Erant in etiem TeBore ^omitii (fays Valerius Maxi^ 
mus) Inimicus ^ Dominus^ diverfd aftimatione nefarium Indi^ 
€ium ferfendentes : Jujiitia vie it Odium. There was (lays 
he) two of^fire Partis contending in T)omitius"s Breaft, who 
conAdered this ^horrid Offer in different Lights : He looked 
upon the Treachery of this mercenary Wretch, in two diffe- 
rent Points ctf View ; as an Enemy to Marcus Scaurus, and 
as a Man who had Servants of his own; he therefore firft re- 
ceded upon the Advantage which would accrue from this pre- 
tended Difcovery to his Ambition ; then, on the other hand, he 
made his Ant^onift's Cafe his own : The latter Confideration 
prevailed, Jujiitia vicit vdium ; he not only ablblmely refufed 
to liften to the Slave, but ordered him to be dragged to his 
Mafter, to receive from him the Punilhment due to his ViU 
lany. What can be jufter than this Action ? What can be more 
worthy even of Chriftianity? Let all the Circumftances be well 
confidered, and it will then appear in its full Luftre. Here the 
Enemies of our Religion triumph ! What, fay they, does the 
Chriftian Syftem produce more perfed: and more amiable in 
Appearance ? This 1 willingly grant ; for It is evident, that (to 
our Shame be it (poken,) there are but very few of Thofe, who 
call rhemfelves Chriftians, who are ever known to perform what 
this Man, unenlightened by Revelation, and without any of our 
Advantages, did with fo much apparent Juftice. But the Queftion 
lies here. What were the Motives of this Adion of ^omitius ? 
Could they be fb pure as in fuch an one produced by our Religion, 
where a Defire of pleafing the Deity muft be the chief Incitt- 
ment, and our Notions of Equity founded upon what we think 
his iacred Will ? (I ihall obferve, in my laft Chapter, what in all 
Probability was the Motives of this, as well as of the other 
great Adions amongft the Heathens,) But it is on the other 
hand as evident, that very few fiich Inftances of Juftice are 
found amongft us ; which yet is of no Force againft our Reli^ 
gion, fince the Queftion is not what we pradilc, but what it 
is that is positively commanded by the GofpeL Befides, we 
are carefully to obferve, as a Proof of what I have advanced, that 
remarkable diftinguifliing Quality of tiie Heathen Virtues ; I 
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fflean, a want of Uniformity in the PeHbn wfaofe A<^o& I have 
related; fbr liad he been a Cfariftian, (ia the true Meaoitig of 
that Word,) he had never permitted his Ambition to prompt him 
to attack a Man of Worth and Virtue, and of whom he had no 
reafon to complain ; and had he known the Bafts of Juflice as 
well as a perfect Cbriftian muft do, he could not have violated 
the Rule of doing as we would be done by, in the Adioa 
which gave Rife to This, no more than he did in the Affair I have 
related. 

That I may not be thought too (evere in my Opinion of 
fDomitius, the fame Author, already mentioned, furnifhes me 
with an A<^ion of his, which (hews he had no fettled Notions of 
Goodnels : He had heard that Betultus, King of the Arvernk^ 
(now the Province of Auvergne m France) had perfuadcd boi?b 
his own Nation and that oi ihtAllobroges (no^ czWtA Savoyards^) 
to put themlelves under the * Protecaion of ^. Fabius, who 
was come to fucceed Cneus Thmitius as the Roman Praetor or 
Governor in thofe Parts : This Preference was a Thing which 
gave him much Torment ; particularly as it was in an Affair 
of which the Romans were exceeding jealous ; there was beftdes 
a Circumllancc which made it gaul him the more, and that was, 
that it was done even before he had left the Province ; he re- 
Iblved therefore to be revenged, and to that Purpofe, invited 
Betultus to an Interview, and having received and regaled him, 
be ordered him to be feized, and fent him on board a Ship Prifb- 
ner to Rome. The Roman Senate could not approve the Ac 
tion, yet would «ot rclcafe him for Political Reafbns ; and thus 
this unfortunate Monarch died an Exile at Alba^ where the Rtf^ 
man Senate confined him. Such a Piece of Treachery as this 
could never have been done by a true Chriflian, capable of 
the former great AAioa i And yet, how many of equal Villany 

.♦ It was a conftant Cudom-at Rcme^ hx the inferior Cla/s of Citizens to put them- 
(lives under the Protedion of fonie Patrician of great Note, under the Name of Clients^ 
and they were fure of being protefted by them : In Procefe of Time, as the Power and 
Dominion of Rome increaied,. whok Nations put themfelves under the Prote£Hon of the 
chief Senators. The Cuftom of the lower fort of People being under the ProteAion of 
the Great Ones, continues dill in Italy ; and they put their Protestor's Arms over their 
Ooors^ as I have feen in feveral Places. 
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are to be met with in the Ancient and Modern Hiftory of Na- 
tions^ called Chriftians ? 

I T would be a difficult, as well as tedious Work, to relate 
all the great Adions and Sentiments of the Ancients in pubiick 
and private Life. The Reader muft be conrented, therefore, 
with inch as I can find apteft to the Purpofe, and fiich as can 
be had without too laborious a Search; eipecially as I hope 
(as I faid before) that fome abler Hand will carry this Matter 
to a fuller and more extenfive Reach than I can pretend to. 
One or two more, however, will ftill illuftrate this Part of my 
Eflay the better. 

Lucius Crajfus (lays the Author already quoted) had b^un 
a Profecution againft C Carbo, and had feverely manifefled his 
Animofity ; and as he looked upon him as his particular Ene^* 
my, he mew'd no little Virulency in this Matter. But when a 
Slave of Carbo's treachcroufly delivered to him a Box full of his 
Mailer's Papers, which probably might have produced fuch 
Proofs as might abfolutely have ruin'd and dcftroy*d C. Carbo^ 
Crajjfus abhorred the Villany of the Wretch, and fcorn*d to 
make nfe of fuch a bafe Method; he therefore ordered the Slave 
to be bound, and led to his Mafter, and fent the Trunk with 
him, untouched and unopened. This was certainly great Juftice, 
* and well worthy of the beft Religion, and what is rarely imitated 
by thofe whofe Incitements to all Virtues are liich as will prove 
to be their Condemfiation. But, had Craffus been a trae Chri. 
llian, he would have been (b uniform as to have had no Enmi- 
ty ^ainft any Body, or for any Caufe whatfocver ; I mean,, no 
private Pique or Hatred", which, as is obferved, was here the 
Cafe. 

L. Sylla having waded through a Sea of Blood to gain the 
Sovereign Power of Rome^ under the Name of l^iBator ; he 
revenged himfelf, in the craellcft manner, by a horrid Pro- 
fcription ( well known in Hiftory ) upon Thole who had op- 
posed his Defigns : He encouraged even Slaves to betray their 
Mailers, by a Promile of Liberty. One in oarticular having 
treacheroufly di(cover*d his concealed Lord, &yUa indeed gave 
him his promised Liberty, but ordered him immediately to 
be thrown off the Tarfeian Rock. Could this proceed from 
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any Sentiments of Virtue in fiich a Monfter as SyUa ? The 
A^ion itfelf was great, and worthy of a great and good Man t 
but no great and good Man could have been the Author of 
fuch Proceedings as were the Occafion of this Behaviour in the 
Roman Slaves: True Virtue could not therefore be the Mo* 
tive. . 

Valerius Mapcimus makes this Obfervation upon what has been 
related concerning Crajfus and DomitiuSy which has a great deal 
of good Senfe in it, and which is offered to the Reader's Confide- 
ration : ^o paSio igitur inter Arnicas vigui£e tunc Jujiitiam 
credimus^ cum inUr Accufatores (5 Reos tantum Virium ob^ 
tinuijfe videamus ? If (iich Juftice was obferved (fays he) be- 
tween Enemies in thofe Days, what muft it have been between 
Perfons in the Conmicrce of Friendfhip ? By which, however, 
he feems to confcfs, that the Romans were, in his Time, dege- 
rated, in that Particular at leaft. 

pRocEEDwe now to the Behaviour of the Ancient Hea- 
thens in Ibme A(3:ions of Publick Juftice ^ a Subje<% much more 
fruitful than the fornacr, for Reafons already mentioned. 

Publick Juftice proceeds upon the fame Maxims, (as has 
been before faid) that private Jurtice does, but it is of infinitely 
more Conlequence ; whether we confider Kings, Magiftrates or 
Governors, or, in fine, any Perfons who have to do with a Num- 
ber of Men" in a collective Body. The Juftice indeed of Princes 
to their Sobjedls, or of any Perfon who governs to thole who 
obey, comes more properly imder the Denomination of found 
Policy and good Government; fmce 'tis evident, that it is the 
Intereft of all Princes and Governors,' for their own Security 
and Prefer vation, to do Juftice fo Thofe under their Care ; be* 
fides, it is the very Defign and End of Government to. make 
thofe happy who are governed, and this cannot be without Ju- 
ftice. 

O F all the Men concerned in the Publick Affairs of a Nation, 
I think there are none who deferve our Admiration more than 
Ariftides : This excellent Perfon was born amongft i\it Atbe- 
niansy one of the greareft People. that we read of in Ancient 
Story, as to every thing that can be admired in Man ; they did 
not indeed extend their Conquefts fo £ir as the Romans did, the 
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particular Genius of their Rcpublick, and it may be other Cir- 
cumftances not concurring; or what is dill the mod rational 
Way of concluding, it did not perhaps agree with the Views 
of th^t Providence which regulates Human Affairs, that they 
ihouid be the Sovereigns of Mankind : although in one Senfe in- 
deed, and in the mod glorious Way, they lubdued even their 
Conquerors, the Romans. 

Gracia viStaferum Victor em r^f/zV, 6sJ Artes 
Intulit agrejii Latio. H o r. 

They taught thofe Lords of the World all the Arts that were 
neceflary to civilize themfelves, and adorn their Country; and 
for which they arc now as famous as for their Vidories, (tho* 
they never came up to the Perfedion of their Maders.) I Ihall 
not here expatiate upon the Greeks^ and particularly the ylthe* 
nians ; I refervc that for another Place. 

Amongst this People v^zs Arijiides born; a Man of as 
many Virtues as could well be without Revelation'; for thefe 
Reafons he was intruded with the Adminidration of the Finances 
of Confederate Greece, which were particularly raifed and prc- 
fcrved to fupply the War againd the Terfians. As thefe Sums 
were levied by a Tax upon each feparate People, they had before 
his Time been very unequally auefled, which had caufed na 
little Murmuring ; but when it came under his Care, he managed 
that Matter in fo equitable a Manner, as gave general Satisfadion 
to all Greece, and gained him the glorious Title of Ariftides 
the Just : An Epithet, fays Tlutarch, truly Royal, and al- 
mod Divine ; far beyond any other that has been given to the 
greated Princes, or vainly aflumed by them ! 

There is a very remarkable Paflage in Hidory, which 
{mts AriJIides and all his Fellow Citizens in the nobled Point of 
View. When Xerxes King of Terjia, intoxicated with his im- 
moderate Power, and forfeited and tired with the eafy, flavifli 
Submiflion of all the Subjeds of his vad Empire, had conceived 
the vain ProjeA of Subduing the Greeks ; a Nation who brea- 
thed Liberty, and generally thought and aded as becomes ftich 
a People ; he came off* with that ill Succels which he might ra- 
tionally 
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tionally have cxped:ed : But tho' the Danger was thtis ia a 
great meafure renaoved, the Grecian Confederate Fleet ftul re- 
mained together in one of the Harbours, for the greater Securi- 
ty of Greece. Upon this, Themijiocles^ one of the greatjeft Go- 
nius*s that had ever been fcen in Athens^ conceived a vafl De- 
fign, no lefs than that of burning the whole Grecian Fleet, and 
thereby making the Athenians Mailers of the Sea. He thcre^ 
fore tells his Citizens a£lembled> that he had projected fomething 
for their Service, but it was of fiich a Nature, as that the ma- 
king it Publick would abfblutely prevent its fucceeding to his 
Wim; he therefore defircd they would name any Perlbn they 
ihould chufe to confer with him about it, and who ihould have 
full Authority with him, as to the Execution of it : As foon 
as he had done (peakins, the whole Aflenibly with one Voice 
inmiediately nam'd Arijtides ; and ordered Themifiocles to fct 
about the Performance of his Defign, if Arijiides jfhould ap- 

Erove ir. What a noble Preference was this for Arifiides ! 
ow did it redound to his Glory! that his Probity and Pru- 
dence fhould be lb univerfally eftablifh'd ! They both withdrew 
for a Moment from the Aflembly, and then Themiftocles laid his 
whole Scheme before Arijiides ; as foon as this was done, they 
returned to the People, and there Arifiides told them plainly^ 
that what Themiftocles had propofed to him was a Project of 
great Emolument and Advantage to Athens ; but it was, at the 
lame time, the mod unjufl Def^n that could be imagined. No 
fooner had they heard this, but unanimoufly they caUed out to 
Themiftocles^ and ftridrly charged him to think no more of his 
Proved:, and totally to give over all Intention of putting it in 
Execution. 

I THINK there cannot be found in any Hiftory a more fiib^ 
lime Inftance of Publick Juftice. Let every Cfrcumftance be 
confidered, and it will appear aftonifhing; for a whole People 
(which could not be all composed of Philofophers and Men of 
Science and Wifdom) to prefer what was equitable and confor* 
mable to Virtue, to what was profitable and of great Advantage, 
and aduated as they were by no obligatory Principles of Mora- 
lity, is what juftly claims our Wonder. 

But 
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But it is to be obferved, that the Athenian Common People 
ieem to have bad Uoderflaodiogs of a larger Size than any Po* 
palace to be found at preicnt in any Country ; and this ap« 
pears from many Indances, which fbail be taken notice of in 
their proper Places : Whether it was their Climate that opened 
their Intelleds, or whether Moral Caules contributed chiefly to 
if, I leave to the Determination of the Learned. There is no 
doubt^ but that their Form of Government was greatly aiding 
towards it ^ for as it was a Democracy, all Things of Moment 
were ftrongly debated before thcmj and as all the Force of Elo- 
quence was made tife of by their Great Men, to make their Opi- 
nions received in Affairs of Government, the People by degrees 
not only got a clearer Infight into Right and Wrong, *but became 
even Judges of Oratory too, and acquired other Accomplifliments. 
Bat I forbear purfuing this Subject at prefent, for it will come 
before me more than once in the Progrefs of this Work ; elpe- 
cially as I am to Ipeak of the Roman People, who were a good 
deal in the fame Circumftances, The Behaviour of Arifiides^ 
in the Matter I have related, is much to be applauded ; for had 
he been like many Statefmen whom we read of in Story, in- 
itead of giving his Opinion fo freely and honeftly to his Coun- 
trymen, he had confiilted Ambition, or Avarice, or fome other 
of that black Train which perpetually attends a Man void of In- 
tegrity, and had confequently concerted Meafures with Themu 
fiocles to have made his Propofal tarn to their own Advantage, 
as well as to.the Profit of their Citizens, or perhj^s to their De- 
triment. 

There \s a remarkable Paflage in Plutarch's Life oi Art* 
ftidesy which fets that great Man in the moft confpicuous Light, aixl 
is a good Proof of the excellent Underftanding of the Athenians :. 
Artft'tdes chanced to be prefent at the Reprelentacion of a Piece 
of the celebrated Efchilus^ in which, when mention is made of 
AmphiarauSy one of the Perfons va the Drama fays of him, he does 
not make it his Endeavour to appear juft, but takes true Care to ^ 
be fb; as foon as the A<ftor came to that Expreflion, the whole 
Audience turned to Ariftides^ and unanimoufly applied that fine 
Charader to him. What Traniports of Joy muft he feel in him- 
felf, to find that his Vittue was fo publickly acknowledged ? It 

was 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 6 Of the Morals of the Ancients. 

was the greateft Reward a Heathen could with Reafon ^xped 
for his Labours, and which at the fame time (hew great Intelli- 
gence and Gratitude in the People oi Athens. 

Yet fuch was the particular Nature of the Tagan Virtues, 
that as their Source was uncertain and variable^ fo the (ame Man 
and the fame People were often unlike themfelves ; for Arijfi* 
des and the Athenians have left us Examples of great Inju- 
ftice ; one or two of which Ihall come under our Examination. 

I T was not very many Years after the Tranfadions that havr 
been related, when, in the x6th Year of the famous ^elofonne- 
Jian War, * (a War too well kpown for me to infift upon,) the 
Athenian Fleet engag'd, that of the Allies, commanded by Cal* 
licratidas, a Spartan^ and gain'd a Signal Victory over them, near 
the Iflands called ArginufiC : When the Athenian Fleet returned 
Home, the Commanders were accuied of neglecting the Burial 
of their Soldiers, who periflied in the Fight ; for it was a very 
great Part of their Religion, to be exceeding careful of perform- 
ing the lad Honours to the Dead ; becaufe the Confequencc of 
a Neglecft, was thought to be very bad to the departed Shades : 
Of Ten of their Captains, Six came . to Athens, f and repre- 
fcnted in the ftrongeft and cleared Manner, that they had de- 
tached fifty Galleys from the Fleet to perform this Office, but 
that contrary Winds had made it impolfible for them to obey 
thofe Orders. This Reafon would not prevait with the People, 
but they condemned thelc fix vicitorious Commanders to Death, 
and confifcated all their Eftates and PofTeflions. 

Would one imagine, that this is the fame Nation, who had 
been capable of the great Sentiments I have related ? Their Zeal 
for their Religion can noffer juftify them, fince their Captains 
plainly proved to them, that it was not in their Power to ac- 
quit themfelves of that Pious Obligation. 

As for Ariftides, the Man fo fam'd for Juftice, he fome- 
times preferred what was of great Advantage to his Country, to 
what was Juft and Right. This may be obferved in general of 
the Heathens, that by Education and Cuflom they were fo ex- 
cefTively fond of their Country, that it was their Principle, that 
they could never facrifice too much to that Idol. This Senti-> 

♦ Pbt. and Thucyd. f Hut. and Thucyd. 
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meat is particularly to be takca Notice of in jlrijiides, who 
never violated Juftice, but for that Caufc. Two Inftances will 
illuflrate what I advance. When the Athenians had made a 
Treaty with fome of their neighbouring States, the Situation of 
their Affairs proved to be fiich, as made it convenient for them 
to break it. They had» however, Virtue enough to be fcrupu- 
lous about it, until ArifiiJes told them. He would take upon him- 
fclf all the fatal Confequences of the Violation of thofc Oaths, 
(which were ufually made in Treaties,) fmce it was for the Emo- 
lument and Benefit of Athens not to regard them. 

The other Inftance is this : The common Treafiire of Greece 
deftin'd for their Security againft the Barbarians^ was depofi- 
tcd according to Treaty at ^ehs $ but it was foon after debated 
in the Council of the Athenians^ whether the Trealure fhoufd 
be taken from thence, and tranfported to Athens, (contrary to 
theexprefs Agreement.) Arifiides^ being asked his Opinion, told 
them with gjeat Franknels, that the Thing was highly unjuft, 
tat would be of very great Service to them ; and accordingly 
he made ule of all his Talent of Perfuafion, and all his Intereft 
to make that Refolution pafs in the Council. * No Man, wliofe Ju- 
ftice proceeds from binding obligatory Rules, can ever fliew 
inch an uncertain Difpofition as -to that, or any other moral 
Virme. 

I SHALL now, to diverfify in fome Mealiire the Subject 
we are upon, obferve fome Pa/Iages in the Roman Hiftory, which 
are agreeable to the Matter we treat of. 

I HAVE much to (ay upon the Roman People, before I 
come to the Conclufion of my Work : A People who, from a 
Band of Shepherds and Robbers, became Lords and Sovereigns 
of the World ; who, from a narrow Space in Italy y foon made 
themfelves Elbow-room, by fubduing their Neighbours, and pai^ 
iing from their Neighbours to Nations more remote, never reft- 
ed, or were ever e^, until they had brought the greateft Part 
of the then known World to acknowledge their Empire. Who- 
focver confiders the conftant Behaviour of that People, will be 
apt to think with me, that they looked upon themfelves as bom 

♦ Plut in Arifti*. 
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to Conqueft ; they thought the World was their Inheritance, 
and created all thofe who oppofed their taking Poflefllon of it, 
as Perfons who unjuftly with-held their Right. And as this 
Notion ftill cncrealed with their great Succefles, they made 
Conqueft a- Part of their Conftitution ; and thofe Generals and 
Magift rates, who failed performine their Parts towards this, were 
looked upon as no Friends to the Roman State. A moft un- 
daunted Bravery, an unwearied Conftancy in all Undertakings, 
and never to be fhaken by any Dilappointment, with fome other 
concurrent Circumftances, made them at laft vid:orious over the 
braveft and greateft Nations the World ever knew before thcirXime. 

But nothing indeed contributed more to this End, than their 
furprifing Magnanimity in the firft Times of the Republick, and 
that ftrid * Juftice they obferved even towards their Enemies ; 
of which I fhall infert two or three Inftances. 

Thb Romans were engaged in a War with -the F^///?/, a 
neighbouring People, in which Camillus, a Man well known in 
the Roman Story, had the chief Command ; he (bon marched 
his Troops into their Territory, and fet down before ^halera, 
one of their principal Towns. There was in this Place a.laige 
School, the Mafter of which contrived a fignal Piece of Trea- 
chery ; He accuftomed his Scholars to walk with him out of 
the Gates of the Town, on the fide where the Romans were 
encamped; by degrees he drew them (b far, that they fell into 
the advanced Guards of the Romans^ to whom he cave them 
and himfelf up, and defired to be conduifled to Campflus. The 

♦ There is nothing can fet in a f&onger Light the equitabk Proceedings of the Rh 
mans towards thofe they were at War with, than to confider the Oaths which all the 
Roman Soldiers were obliged to take when they ferved in the Armies of the Republick. 
And if we find Juftice a Part of them, if we nnd that Virtue in Armies, we fhall not be 
furprifed to fee it. in Civil Matters: Thefe Oaths contained three Things, vi%. Obedi- 
ence to the General, Valour againft the Enemy, and Juftice towards all the World ; 
as foon as they lifted, they fwore that they would obey the Conful, and not ftir ajiv 
where without his exprefs Permiffion. In the fecond Place, when they took their 
Rankin the Corps in which they were to fcrve, they fwore that they would not quit 
their Ranks but to charge the Enemy, and not to return without comquering. Third- 
ly, as foon as they were encamped, they fwore to do no Injuftice to any one, either 
in the Camp, or within a Mile round it. They obferved this laft fo religioufly, that 
M, Siourus tells us, a Roman Army encamped one Night where there was a Tree load- 
en with Fruit, and the next Morning, when they m<urchM away, not a Soldier had 
touch'd it. . 
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whole of this Affair is fb very remarkable, that I fliall give ir 
at Length, almoft innhc lame Words that iP/«/i^rri& relates it. 
When this Paedagogoe was brought before the Roman General, 
he told him, that he ** preferred the Pleafure of obliging him to 
*• all the Duties of his Profeffion, and for that Reafon he gave 
** him up Thaler a ^ by delivering into his Hands the Sons of 
" the Chief Men of the Town." Camillus, ftruck wfth Hor- 
ror at lb abominable an A<^on, turn*d to thofe about him, and 
made thcfe noble Refledions; ** What a miferable Thing is 
** War ! how many deplorable Accidents does it caufe ! how 
** much Injuftice does it produce! But yet War has its Laws 
** Ind Rules amongft Men of Honour and Probity ; no one 
•* ought to be fo eager after Vi^ory, as to purchafe it by a 
** mean or villainous Adion : A Man who would merit the 
** Name of a real good General, ought to rely upon his own 
** Courage and Condud, and not upon the Wickedncfs and Per- 
" fidy of others : '' Sunt & belli ficut Tacts Jura, jupque 
ea nom minus quam fortiter didicimus genere. Livy. Purfuant 
to this Way of Reafoning, he ordered the Wretch to be ftripped, 
his Hands tied behind him, and bid his Scholars whip him back 
into the Town. It is eaiy to form to one's felf an Idea of the 
Anxiety and Pain the Parents of thefc Youths muft feel, when 
they beard of the Treachery of this mercenary Villain ; and at 
the iame time, it is not dimcult to conceive their Surprize and 
Joy, to fee them return in io unexpected a Manner ! to hear the 
Children as they ran along, call the Roman General their God, 
their ProteAor, and their Father ! This ftgnal Piece of Juftice 
Bot only fenfibly afFcded the Parents and Relations of thefc 
Youths, but gave the whole Body of the People a high Notion 
of the Inclination of the Romans to' Equity : They aflembled 
therefore their Council immediately, and loon took a Relblu* 
fkm in it of fending Deputies to Camillus, to treat about the 
Surrender of their City, As foon as they came to him, he 
diibatched them to the Senate of Rome ; where, being introdu-^ 
ced, they told that Auguft AlTembly, ** That the Romans by 
•• preferring Juftice to Vidory, had taught them to prefer Sub- 
" miifion to Liberty j and that they confels'd, they did not 
^ think themfelTCS to inferior to the Romans in Power, as they 
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•* ownM they were in Virtue-" The Deputies were fent back to 
Camillus^ and the whole Matter left: to his Determioatiou : He 
only demanded fome Sums of Money for the Expences of the 
Expedition ; made a Treaty of Alliance with all the Falifiiy 
ana march'd his Troops back to Rome. 

What Juftice, what Greatnels of Soul, is there in the Ac* 
tion I have related ! If we confider a General fure of Vidory by 
having fuch Hoft^es delivered up to him, abandon it, from a 
ftrid: Adherence to Juftice and Goodnefs, and then remain un* 
certain of taking a ftrone and well fortified Town, we (hall be 
ftruck with Amazement! Nor are the Inhabitants of Cholera to 
be deprived of their due Praife, for there is a Merit in betng 
fenfible as one ought of the true Value of a great Adion ; and 
this they were in the ftrongeft Manner, as appears from the 
whole Account. Valerius maximus differs a little from Plu- 
tarch and Livy in the Story I have related ; for he fays, this 
Treatment of the Schoolmafter was by the Command of the 
Senate : But it is much more reafonable to depend upon the 
Authority of the two latter. Befides, it is more probable that a 
General Ihould have the Difpofition of fiich Exigencies of War 
left to him, than that he ihould be obliged to tend to his Su- 
periors for frefh Powers upon every Accident. 

The Juftice of the Roman People appears alfo in what fol- 
lows : The very City of Thalera, mentioned in the former 
Storv, had often rebelled againft them, and was as oft:cii fiib- 
dued : Thefe frequent Revolts not a little exafperated the Peo* 
pie of Rome, and they refolved to ufe great Severity towards it 
upon its laft Reddition ; but when Taftrtus (who had written 
the Articles of Surrender, as Secretary to the Conful ^Lufatius^ 
who commanded .the Roman Army) had informed the Roman 
People that the Falifci gave themfelves up, not to the Power, 
but to the Juftice and ftrid Adherence to Publick Faith, fo con- 
(picuous in the Romans, they immediately made all Paflion pro* 
dudive of Severity give Way to Humanity and Goodnefs ; fuch 
was their great Regard in thofe Times, to what could give the 
trueft Reputation : Omnem Iram placidd Mente depofutt^ pa^ 
rlterque ft? viribus odii, non fane facile vinci afuetis^ ^ 
vieiori£ obfequio, qua frompijfime Licentiam fubminijirat, ne 
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Juftiti^ deefet, okjiitit. Valcr. Max. Another Inftance will 
ftill ftrcDgthen the Subjed I am upon : T. Claudius took Ca^ 
merium^ a Town in Italy y and fold the. Inhabitants for Slaves ; 
Ca thing fbmetimes prai^tfed by the Ancients when they took a 
Place by Force, howfoever harfh it may appear to us : and they 
did it not withoat fome Reafbn ; for whofoev^er has it in his 
Power to kill an Enemy and does not, has methinks a Right to 
dilpofe of his Peribn ; neither the one nor the other is allow- 
able in Chrijlianity, but I Ipeak according to the Rules and 
Maxims of War, which, unlefs it be defenfive, is in itfelf a 
wicked Thing ;) but it appeared foon after, that there were Ibme 
Circumflances not quite lo agreeable to the Notions of Juftice 
which then prevailed fb ftrongfy with the Raman People ; 
upon this they took all poflible Care to redeem the Captives. 
and afligned them a Habitation in the Aventiney one of their 
ieven Hills ; and apply'd what Money arofc from the Conqueft 
to religious Ufes. Where are there fuch Examples to be met 
with in the Hiftories of any Chriftian People ? And yet certain 
it is, ;hat this and much more is abfohitely commanded by the 
Go^el. 

The equitable and generous Condud of the Romans towards 
Vyrrhus King of Eprus, muft not be omitted. This Prince, 
as famous for his Courage and Magnanimity, as remarkable for 
his impradent and ill-concerted Enterprizes, and for his reftlefs 
and unfortunate Ambition, attacked the Romans in Italy^ and 
put this Martial People to no little Trouble ; he gained fome 
Advantage over them by the Superiority of his Military Difci- 
pline, for they were not fb well verfed in the Art of War at 
that Time : Therefore their whole Aim and their whole De- 
fires were (as it is natural to fiippofe) to get rid of him, and 
drive him out of Italy : WhiMl they were in this Perplexity, 
the. King's Phyfician comes to the Roman Generals Fabricius 
aud Emilius^ and for a competent Reward offers to poifbn his 
Sovereign ; the two Commanders immediately lent a Letter 
to TyrrhuSy in which they laid the whole Affiiir before him, 
and told him, that ** he did not make a judicious Choice of 
" either Friends or Enemies, of which this Matter was a Proof: 
** That they had rejeded the Propolal with Indignation, and 
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** took this Method to fave his Life, not for his Sake, but for 
•* their own, by letting him know what thofe about him were 
•* capable of: That for their Parts they fcorn'd a Vidlory pur- 
* * chafed at fb mean a rate as by Perfidy ; for that they had an 
** entire Confidance in their t)wn ConduA. and Courage/' The 
King, amazed at this aftonilhing Piece of Juftice, fought their 
Friendihip and Alliance, and to reward them, fent back all their 
Priibners without Ranfom. The Romans, to Ihew him they 
did not expe(fl any Recompence for an K€t of Juftice, which 
they thought incumbent upon them, fent him back as many of 
his own in return, and would hear of no Friendihip with him un- 
Icls he immediately quitted Italy. 

But this very People were fb unftable in their Virtues, that not 
to mention moft of their Conquefts, which were certainly Ufur* 
pations, (as all Conqueft muft be in the very Nature of Things, 
fince no Man has any Right to proceed farther than the Laws 
ef Self-defence allow of) they were guilty of a Breach of Ju- 
ftice, which had well nigh deftroy'd their Republick : Brennus 
at the Head of a moft prodigious Army of Gauls^ a People not 
much known in thofe Days, and who were juftly efteenjed Bar- 
barians^ entered Italy and befieged Clujium ; the Romans upon 
.this, fent Three Ambafladors to him, who were received with great 
Regard ; but in the mean time, the Befieged made a Sally upon 
the Gauls, and with them one of the Ambafladors, contrary 
to the Duty of his Fundion. This was foon obferved by the 
General of the Gauls, who thereupon immediately raifed the 
Siege of CluJium^ and march'd dire(3:ly to Rome : He fent a 
Menage to the Romans^ demanding thofe Ambafladors to be gi- 
ven up to him, or elfe ho fhould look upon their Crime as the 
Crime of the whole Nation. There was great Reafbn in this 
Proceeding, and the Romans were not fb ftupid as to be ignorant 
of Juftice in this Cafe ; but fiich was their Caprice and Infatua* 
tion at that Time, that, contrary to all the Ideas of Right and 
Wrong, * contrary to the Law of Nations, they not only pro- 
reded thefe AmbalTadors, but made them Military Tribunes ; 
that is, gave them the Command of that Army which they 

♦ Plot. V Uv. 
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ifflmediately raifed to ojppofe Brennus, ' The Confequence of 
this Imprudence, as well as Injuftice, was very fatal ; for the 
Gauls defeated the Rinnans, took Rome, and almoft totally 
rain'd it, and had probably externiinated the Roman Name, had 
not the banifh'd Camillus forgot his Injuries, and fav'd his un- 
grateful Country by a glorious Vi(2ory over thefe Barbarians. 

A M D now I am come to mention him once more, I fhall take 
Notice of one Particularity in his Life, that ihews the Uncer- 
tainty of Virtues merely Human, and unaflifted by Grace. Not- 
withftanding the*Merits of this great Man, for liich we may truly 
xerm him from the whole Courie of his Condud ; he had fbme 
Enemies, who, by falfly and malicioufly afperfmg him (a Piece of 
Wickednels often pradifed in the Times of the Republick at 
Rome, as well as in the Grecian Commonwealths, and fince their 
Time in other Countries,) raifed liich a Spirit in the Roman 
People, that he was banifhed by a MajoritJ^ of Voices- Ac 
his leaving Rome^ deeply touched with the Senlc of the In* 
juftice done him, he could not forbear uttering moft bitter Im- 
precations againft Rome^ who fb fbon forgot nis Services^ and 
he heartily befbught the Gods^ that they would bring fome 
Misfortune upon the Romans^ that they might foon find a 
want of him, and deplore the Lofs of foch a Citizen.* This 
indeed did happen, and in my next Chapter I ihali relate how 
he behaved upon that OccaTion. But certainly a true Chriftian, 
whole Juftice had been fo remarkable as was that of this Gene- 
ral at Thaler^^ could never have fo far forgot himfelf as to con- 
found a whole People with thofe who were his Enemies ; and 
befides, the Maxim of forgiving thole very Edemies, was what 
Camillus feemed to be ignorant of ^ and indeed (as I (hall >ifter- 
wards obferve) nothing but the Cfariftian Syfiem can eftablifh 
in its full Purity that noble and generous Rule. 

T o the former AiJiions of Juftice, let us join one of the 
famous Lycurgus^ Lcgiflator of the Sfartans^ a People renown-* 
cd in Hiftory for the Laws he eftabliihed amongft them, which 

* We arc to obferve, that the Ancients firmly believed that all Imprecations had 
tketc defired E&d. — — - Dira Dejlaio^ fays H o r a c £> in his Epod, nulla expiatur 
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raifed their State to fiich a Pitch of Power and Grandeiir, as to 
be the Sovereigps of almoft all Greece : Lycurgus had a Bro* 
ther who was King of Sfarta ; he died, and left the Queen his 
Widow big with Child ; this Woman, contrary to Nature and to 
all Notions of Goodnefe, endeavoured to perfuade her Brother-in* 
Law to make himfelf King ; fhe promifed him, that if he would 
marry her, ihe would take the proper Methods to deftroy the 
Child ihe was then big with : Nothing would have been eaficr 
than for Lycurgus to have afcended the Throne of Sfarta 
without any Oppofition, for he was fo univcrfaMy reverenced for 
his Virtues by all his Citizens, that they would have been pleafcd 
to have had him for their Sovereign j but thofe Virtues, which 
made it io eafy for him to obtain a Kingdom, made him re- 
fufe it upon fuch Terms ; and his Love of Juftice was luch> 
that he was exceeding fearful left this wicked Princels fhould 
commit the Cruelfy (he proposed, even without his Confent : To 

f)revent this Misfortune, he flattered her Paflion, and ieemed to 
iften to her Propofal ; but told her at the fame time, that he 
earneftly begged of her that fhe would not injure her Health by 
taking fuch Medicines as were neceflary to the End propofed, 
but that (he would let the Child be born, and when ft mould 
be lb, he would take care to deftroy it : By this Artifice he 
brought her on to the Time of her Delivery ; and when that was 
come, he fent trufty Perfbns to watch her, with Orders, that 
if fhe brought forth a Son, they fhould bring it to him, where- 
fbever he fhould chance to be, or whatfbever Bufinefs he fhould 
happen at that Hour to be engaged in : As it proved to be a Son, 
they obey'd his Orders, and delivered it to him as he was at 
Dinner with the chief Men of Sfarta ; he immediately prefcnted 
it to them, and faid, ^^Sfartans^ behold your King! '* aad caufed 
him prefently to be acknowledged as fuch. For a Man thus 
to refufe to be a King, merely from his Attachment to Juftice, 
is fiirely very great and remarkable in a Heathen • Yet this Great 
Man, amongft a Number of very excellent Laws, by which he 
endeavoured to fccurc the Felicity and augment the Power of his 
Country, eftabliihed fpmc that were contrary to all trae Ideas 
of Equity as well as Humanity, as that of expofing Childreo 

who 
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who were not likely to prove ftrongand healthy, ^c. {See Pot- 
ter and Rolh'n ; or Plutarch in vita Lycurg.) 

As to this Inequality, this Inftability in their Virtues, that 
we have taken Notice of as the particular Character of the An- 
cient Heathens, it is worth remarking, what Tlutarch tells us 
of AgefiUuSy one of the Kings of Sparta ; * he fays. That 
Juftice was his peculiar favourite Virtue j and he relates to 
this Purpofe an Exprcflion of his which has true Greatnefs in 
it : A Perfon accidentally mentioned before him the King of 
Terfia, whom the Greeks ufually called the Great King, (as npt 
rnany Years ago the Grand Monar que was a Term for the French 
king, which convey'd Ideas very Ihocking to Englijl) Ears;) 
upon hearing this Epithet, AgeJiUus took it up with fbme 
Warmth ; How, fays he, is he Greater than me, if he be not 
Jufter ? Yet the Hiftorian obferves, that he frequently violated 
Juftice in favour of his Friends : In one Adion he is inexcufa- 
ble ; for when Thabidas^ a Lacedemonian, had feized upon the 
Cictadel of Thebes in the Time of a profound Peace, Agefilaus 
not only fpoke warmly in Defence of this Adion, but engaged 
the Lacedemonians to avow it, which they unjuftly did. Their 
Troops and Generals were afterwards driven out by the famous 
l^elopidas, with the help of the Athenians j but the Detail of 
this Affair is foreign to my Purpofe. 

What can be nobler than the Sentiments of Agefilaus^ 
which he often put in Pradice? And had he been a true Chri* 
ftian, could he ever have iwerv*d from Juftice upon any Ac- 
count? It '\% impoflible. And the Lacedemonians, who pre- 
tended fb much to Juftice and Virtue, and who really were in 
general a virtuous People, were guilty of great Injuftice, in thus 
enslaving the Thebans in fo treacherous a Manner. 

Of all the Points in which the Ancient Heathens were ftrid 
Qbfervers of Juftice, there is none I think in which they fliin'd 
more eminently than in their Publick Faith ^ I mean in their 
Treaties of Alliance, their making Peace, or denouncing Warj 
their great Refpedl to the Perfons of AmbalTadors, Envoys or 
Heralds : In all which they far furpafTcd the Moderns. They 
had a greater Simplicity in all Treaties, were more expeditious 
and more clear; their declaring War was in a noble, fignificant > 

♦ Plut. in vita Agcf. 
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Manner, and had all the Appeirance of Juftice \ and daring the 
Times of real Greatnefs both of Greeks and Rofnsns^ they made 
Declarations of War always previous to their marching in Arms, 
and would have fcorn'd a Surprize upon an Enemy ; and they 
had fiich a Regard to Treaties and to their Allies, that they ne- 
ver viokted their Juftice in that, whilft tlicy retained thole Sen- 
timents which make a People truly great ; for Men become lb, 
not by the Largenefs of their Poifeflions, but by the Manner 
of poueflfing them. The Cafe has been |ar difl^ent with the 
Chriftian World for fome Ages paft ; fuch is the Bafenefs of Soul 
amongft Mankind ! luch their Difregard to their holy Religion.! 
Ever fince the beginning of our Degeneracy, Treaties, concluded 
with all the Solemnity, Expence and Trouble, have been merely 
Tricks of State, and often made with a Deflgn to deceive ; then, 
fi>on after, as Intercft varies, or the fiilfe Notions of Policy, others 
dire<ftly contrary have been made, with the fame £tliacious Deif^ns ; 
nay, fometimes, two ablblutely contradidory to each other have 
been fubfifting at the fame time; at other times, a People who have 
been thought Friends to another Nation, have taken up Arms for 
little or no Reafou, and fallen upon that very Nation, without 
giving them time to prepare themfelves, and like Robbers de- 
^iPd them of their Pofleffions, their Lives or Liberties: Thole 
Minifters * concerned in the publick Affairs of Nations, Who have 
been the moft verfed in bale Contrivances and low Artifices, are 
efteemed the greateft Men, (that is indeed, thofe who could de* 
ceive the moft:) Thofe Generals have been thought the beft, 
who could by Falfhood and Cunning diftrefs, not only the op* 
pofite Armies, (that the Art of War allows) but whole Nations. 

Thus the moft facred Things have been made a Jeft of! (for 
in Chriftian Treaties, Religion intervenes as well as amongft the 
Heathens ; ) thus has Publick Faith been fet at nought ; and Per* 
fidy and Breach of Promifes, and the Violation of all Juftice, 
made a common Pradice amoneft thofe who pretend to ^ Name 
of Chriftians! Thus Nations, who are perpetually at Variance with 
themfelves and with others, about the Dodrine and other Points 
of our holy Religion, are yet conftantly letting it at nought ! And 

• For Inftance, Rschlieu, Mazaririy Albermi^ &c. who (being Prelates of the Church 
of Rme^) have in their Adminiftrati^n made a Jcft of Puhlick Faith, Publick Juflios^ 
and Oaths of all kimb. 
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this is got into a ScieBCf amongfl the Moderns, nnder the IpecioHS 
Name of being good Politicians ; a Word unknown to the An- 
cients in the ^le Sve undcrftand it, as well as the Thing itfelf 
was, and entirely produced fincc their Time; they underftood 
what was true Policy, and, generally peaking, pradifed it. 

This Depravity has been almoft general.; hardly any one Na- 
ti<m can be more taxed with it than another; only they have 
pra<^iied it moft, who have had the greateft Skill.* 

T o flicw how different the Greeks and Romans were, I ihali 
briefly lay before the Reader their Cuftoms in tHefe Affairs, as I 
find them coUcded from the bed Authors : I fhall begin with 
the RomoBS. f ^' The Romans ufed abundance of Superftition 
** in entering upon any Hoftility, or in clofing any League or 
*^ Confederacy : The Publick Minifters, who performed theCe- 
" remonial Part of both thcfe, were the Feciales, (a Sett of Men 
" cftccmedfacred to Religion, and to called txom fides, or a ff- 
*^ Mere faciendo) a fort of Heralds : When any neighbouring 
^ Stare had given fnfficient Reafon to* the Senate to lafped: a 
" De%n of Breaking with them, or had offered any Violence 
^ or Injuftice to the Subjed:^ of Rome^ which was enough to 
" give th*m the Repute of Enemies ; one of the Feciales (or 
^' Heralds) chofen out of the College on this Occafion, and ha- 
^ bited in the Veft belonging to his Order, together with hi« 
*^ other Enfigns and Habiliments, fet forward for the Enemy's 
** Cotmtry : Ad foon as he reached the Confines, he pronounced 
^^ a formal Declaration of the Caufe of his Arrival, calling all 
^* the Gods to witnefe, and imprecating the divine Vengeance 
^ on himfelf and bis Coontry, if his Rcafons were not julh 
" When he came to the chief City of the Enemy, he agatii 
^* tepcatedthc fame Declaration, with fome Addition, and withaj 
^* defired Satisfadion. If they delivered into bis Power the Au- 

^ thors of the Injury, or gave Hoftages for Security, he returned 

- * 

♦ This Cenfure ftill affefts moft of the Nations around us, as well as the former 
Times of the Britifi Story ; for cven«Envy muft confcfs, that now we live in a Reign* 
and under an Adminifkation, which, like the Sun fhining out and difpelling a general 
Darknefe, have reftor^d in this Ifland a due Regard to Publick Faith and Publick Ju- 
ftice. — Happy Nation ! if fuch bright Examples may ferve to re-eftablifh in the WorM 
a due Veneration for the Virtue I treat of, and fix it as well amongft other Nations, as 
4unon^.our Poftcrity ! + See Rom. Antiq. by Kemictt. 
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^^ fatisfied into Rome ; if otherwifc they dcfircd Time to con* 
^^ fider, he went away for Ten Days, and then canae again to 
^^ hear their Refolution ; and this he did in fome Cafes three 
^* times ; but if nothfng was done toward an Accommodattofi 
** in about Thirty Days, he declared that the Romans would 
** afTert their Right by their Arms. After this, the Herald was 
" obliged to return, and to make a true Report of his Embaffy 
" before the Senate, afluring them of the Legality of the War, 
^ which they were now confulting to undertake; and was then 

again difpatched to perform the laft part of the Ceremony, 
** which was, to throw a Spear into, or towards the Enemy's 

Country, in Token of Defiance, and as a Summons to War, 
^* pronouncing a Sett Form of Words to the like Purpofc. As 
^ to the making of Leagues, Tolybius acquaints us, that the 
*' Ratification of the Articles of an Agreement between the Ro- 
** mans and the Carthaginians was performed in this Manner : 
** The Carthaginians IWore by the Gods of their Country ; and 
" the Romans^ after their ancient Cuftom, fworc by a Stone, and 
** then by Mars. They fwore by a Stone thus; the Herald who 
** took the Oath, having fworn in behalf of the Publick, takes 
** up a Stone, and then pronounces thefe Words; If I keep my 
" Faith, may the Gods vouchfafe their Afliftance, and give me 
** SucceCs ; if, on the contrary, I violate it, then may the other 
^.* Party be entirely fafe, and preferved in their Country, in their 
*^ Laws, in their PofTeffions, and, in a Word, in all their Rights 
^' and Liberties ; and may I perilh and fall alone, as now this 
** Stone does; and then he let the Stone fall out of his Hands.* 
** Livys Account of the like Ceremony, is fomething more par- 
•♦ ticular, yet differs little in Subftance ; only that he fays, the 
" Herald's concluding Claufe was, Otherwise may Jove ftrikc 
^ the Roman People, as I do this Hog ; and accordingly he kil- 
** led a Hog which ftood ready by with the Stone he held in his 
^* Hand. Tnis laft Opinion is confirmed by the Authority of f^ir^ 
^* ^//, when Ipeaking of the Romans and Albanians^ he lays, 



Et cafd jungebant fader a Torcd. 

* Polyb. Lib. 3- 
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^ And perhaps both thcfe Cuftoms might be in Ufc in diflerenc 
« Times. 

T o what I have taken from the Ingenious Author abovemen* 
tioned, I Ihall add a Treaty mentioned by Tolybius, between 
the Rtmans and Carthaginians, which put an End to the firft 
Vumici War : It was concluded between Lutatius the Romofi 
Conful^ who commanded the Troops of Rome^ and Barca the 
Carthaginian General ; it was in thefe Terms : ^* There ihdl 
** be (if the Roman People ratify it) Friendfhip between Rome 
" and Carthage^ upon the following Conditions, viz. TheCir- 
** thaginioHs fliall quit all Sicily, (which was the great Bone of 
^ Contention) they fliall not attack Hiero, nor the Inhabitants 
** of Syracuje, or their Allies ; they fhall deliver up to the Ro^ 
^^ mans all their Prifoners ranfbmlefs, and ihall pay them m 
" the Space of Twenty Years two hundred Thoufand two bun- 
" dred Euboick Talents of Silver ;" (Which was a very great 
Sum ; for we are to obfcrve, that the Romans had the Superior 
rity at that Time over the Carthaginians.) 

I N fo few Words, and with fiich a noble Simplicity, was the 
different Interefts of two powerful Nations fettled! The Ro- 
mans kept to this Treaty with great Exadnefe, and were much 
to be commended, till at kft they were tempted to feize upon 
Sardinia^ where they were invited by the Rebels agaiuft the 
Carthaginians, who were in Poffeffion of the Ifland, The Re* 
poblick of Carthage was not in a Condition to refill them at 
that Time ; but loon after they began the fecond Tunick War, 
{oi which this Injuftice of the Romans was really the Caufe) 
Twenty- four Years after the Conclufion of this Treaty : How 
near the Romans were, to their Deftru(ftiott by the Condud and 
Valour of Hannibal, one of the greateft Generals we read of in 
Story, is well enough known. 1 therefore proceed to the Me* 
tbod of making War and Peace, in ufe amongft the Grepks. ♦ 

** Before the Grecians engaged themfelves in War, it was 
^* u&al to publifh a Declaration of the Injuries they had received* 
*^ and to demand Satisfaction by Ambaffadors ; for however pre- 
pared, or excellently skill'd they were in the Affairs of War 5 

* Vid^ Dr. Potter'i Grecian Antiquities, 

V yet 
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" yet Peace, if to be procured upon honourable Terntts» was 
" was thought more eligible.— Invafions, without Notice, were 
** looked on rather as Robberies than lawful Wars ; as <lcfigncd 
" rather to fpoil and. make a Prey of^Perfons innocent and un- 
^^ provided, than to repair any Lodes or Damages iuftained ; 
^' which, for ought the Invaders knew, might have been fktisfied 
^^ for an eafier Way. 'Tis therefore no Wonder, what Totybhs 
** {Lib.j^) relates of the Etoiians, that they were held for the 
" common Robbers and Outlaws of Greece ; it being- their Man- 
^ ner to ftrike without Warning, and make War without any 
^ previous and publick Declaration, whenever they •had Oppor- 
^^ toQfty of enriching riienifelves with the Spoil and Booty of 
" their Neighbours : Yet there want not Inftanccs of Wars be- 
^ gun without previous Notice, even by Nations of better Re- 
" putc for Juftice and Humanity ; but this was only done up- 
^^ on Provocations {6 great and exa^eradng, that no Recom- 
^^ pence was thought fit to atone for them: Whence it came to 
^^ pals, tliat fuch Wars were, of all others, the nioft1>loody and 
^ pernicious, and fbi^ht with Excefe of Rage and Fury } the 
•** contefting Parties being reiblved to extirpate each other, if 
^ poifible, out of the World. — What Injuries foevcr had been 
" committed, y«t Ambafladors were held lacred by all Sides; 
^ Gods and Men were thought to i>e concerned to profccute 
^^ with utmoft Vengeance all Injuries done them, — i— Tbdr 
^^ Leagues were of three Sorts ; i. A bare cmM, m^fdmni^ gipmi^ 
^* or Peace, whereby both Parties were obliged to cede from 
^^ aU AiSks of Hofliitty, and neither to moleft one another, nor 
^^ the Confederates of either. %. J^ftst^^jiW, wliereby they obfi- 
^ ged tbemfelves to afTitt 4mt another,, in cafe they fiioiald be 
'^ invaded* 3. ^vfifigk^i^M^ whereby they covenanted to affift one 
*^ another, as well when , they made Invafions upon others, as 
^^ when tfaemCetves w^re invaded, and to have the fame Frieods 
« and Enemies. {Thucyd. in beU. Tel^m,) All thcfc Cove- 
•* nants were folenvnly confirmed by muttui Oadis. -— — To the 
^ End they might lie under a greater Obligation to ptefcrve them 
•* inviolate, we find it cuftomary to engrave them upon Tables, 
" which they fixed up at Places of general Concourfe, that all 
*** the World might be WitncflTes of their Juftice and Fidelity : 

« Thus 
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'* Tbus we find the Articles 6f Treaty between Athens and 
^' ^^arta not ooly pubiiftied in thofe Cities, bat at the Places 
^* where the Oiytf^oMy Tj^thmm and IJfbmiam Games were ccle* 
«' imtfed, (TTmcjiiL btU. Veloftm.) Others exchanged certain 
'* Tefftr^ m Greek 2t/jkiCaAa^ which might be produced on any 
'' Occafion as Evidences of the Agreement : The Covenant it* 
«' feif was alio called by «he (ame Name. Farther to continue 
^* the RenBcmbrance of mutual Agreements frefii in their Minds, 
•« ic was not uncommon for States thus united, interchangeably 
«* to fend Amba0adors, who en fome appointed Day, when 
^ the People alZembled in great NomberSr mould openly ^peat, 
«' and bjr mutual Confent confirm* their former Treaty : This 
<' we %xi^ pradiied by the jtfbinisMs and SParfams.'zkct their 
«^ forementiooed League; the Sf^rtan AmbaiTadors prdfenting 
«^ thnnlelves at Afbtns, upon the Feftival of Bacchus^ and the 
«' jitbiHums at Sfarts^ on the Feftivai of Hyseinthms. Tbetr 
«' Manner of declaring War, was to fend an. Herald, who bad 
«« the Perfons who bad infured them to prepare for an Invafion, 
^ and fomctimest in Token of Defiance, caft a Spear towards 
«* them: The AtbenUns frequently let loofe a Lamb into their 
'^ Bnenty 's Territories ; fignifying thereby^ that whtf was then 
** an Hairication for Men, fliwdd be laid wafte and defo* 
'< Jate, and become a Pafture for Sheep* Hence ifHL itcf^aThmf 
** came to be a Proverbial Phrafe for entering into a State of 
.• War." 

Thus £» the learned Author of the Antiqukits of Greece '^ 
bv whom, and by the Author quoted before, the Reader may 
ob&rve the great PerlpiCttity, Simplicity, and expeditious Way 
of making P^e, or declaring War ^ and that they were conftant 
Obdervers of Juflice in the Manner of doing ic, however unjuft 
tiaey nai^t be in their Motives. 

Thb Method the Terjfians ufed, tho' full of Arrogance, has 
thus much of Juftice in it, that they gave People Notice of what 
they were to cxped : When they h^ refblved to make War a« 
gatnft » Nation^ they always went upon a Suppoficion that they 
moold make an eafy Conqueft of it ; fuch was the Confidence 
they had in their numerous Armies, and their vaft Extent of 
JDomimon j their Kings thought they were fore of being Matters 

of 
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of the World, if they did but attempt it ! Their Cuftom there- 
fore was to fend Ambafladors to thole Nations they propofed to 
attack, and thefe were to make a Demand of Earth and Water 
tobe given to their Matter ; which was (ymbolically to expreft, 
that thofe People were to <ubmit their Country, which confided 
of Earth and Water, to the Will and Pleafure of the Kings of 
Terjia \ and in cafe of a Refufal, thefe Ambafladors declared 
War againft them. This the Kings of Terfia frequently prac- 
tiled againft the Greeks^ as may be leen in Tlutarch^ HeroMtus^ 
fSc. — And to this Purpole I Ihali obferve, that w^ find in 
Tlutarch^ that the Terjian Kings kept Veflels filled with Water 
of the Nile and Hanubey to mew they were Matters of the 
grcateft Part of the World, {Vide Plut. in Alexandro.) 

I SHALL now bring an Inftance or two of the Method of 
affcrting what they . thought their Right, pradlifed by the Ro^ 
mans ; which will give us fome Idea of that People in that Par- 
ticular. 

• The Enmity and Jealoufy that is oblerved in Hittory between 
the Romans and Carthaginians, was in Reality about Power, 
whatever Pretences they thought fit to make uie of : When the 
two Republicks had got to that Pitch of Greatnels, as to be 
proper Rivals, they foon began to manifett a Refolution of fiib- 
duing each other ; and had not their Situation been different, as 
to the Genius of each Commonwealth, it is probable, one of the 
two Nations had been extirpated long before that Catattrophe 
did happen ; But the one was a People compofcd of Soldiers ; 
the other fubfitted and acquired their Power chiefly by Com- 
merce: This Difference, (befides perhaps their natural Difpofi- 
tions) foon dejcded the Carthaginians upon ill Succeffes^* and 
made them grow foon weary of War ; whereas the Romansy 
like that Son of the Earth mentioned by the Poets, grew more 
vigorous and more rcfolutc from their Defeats, and had ra- 
ther have been totally dettroyM, than demanded Peace upon 
unequal and diflionourable Terms. This Temper of the Inhabit 
tants of Carthage^ was one of the Reafons which made them fo 
quietly give up Sardinia by a Treaty to the Romans^ who had 

** Ljvy, St. Evreipond, <?«^ Reflexions fur la Grandeur dcs RomunSn 
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uiijaftly ieiz'd upon it. But when the famous Hannibal, who 
had an hereditary Hatred agamft the Romans, obtained the Conv- 
Diand of the Carthaginian Army, his Party prevailed in the Se- 
Bate of Carthage, and made them refblvc to relent their Ul^ge, 
as to Sardinia, and recover their PoflTeflions from the Romans : 
To this Purpofe, the Carthaginian General befieged Saguntum, 
z Town then allied to the Romans.* I (hall not enter into a 
Detail of this Affair, becaulc it is foreign to my Subjed ; only 
thus far I Ihall fay, that the Saguntines fliewed moft rare Fide- 
lity to the Romans, who were much too remife in luccouring 
them : However, Ambafladors were lent from Rome to Carthage^ 
to enquire x)f the Senate of that Republick, if their General 
liad befieged Saguntum by their Order; if not, they required 
him to be given up. to the Refentment of the Romans '^ but if 
the whole Nation avowed the Fad:, they had then Orders, to 
declare War : They found the Carthaginian Senate more in* 
clined to War than Peftce (as was natural to fiippole ; ) upon this, 
^ Fi^ius, one of the Ambafladors, folding up the Plaits of his 
Gown, ** Here (fays he) I bring you Peace and War, take which 
*•* you plcafe*! '* Hic'vobis Bellum SJ Tacem prtamus, utrum 
placet fum'ite ! Liv. The Senate unanimoufly cry'd out, ** Give 
•* us whiiih you pleafe:" He then let go the Folds of the 
Gown, and told them, " he gave them War. *' They anfwered, 
** That they accepted ir willingly, and would carry it on with 
** as much Refolution, as they had cbofcn it/' This Method 
of declaring War is fomething different from that I have be- 
fore related, but of equal Simplicity and Opennefs ; and per- 
haps the other Ceremonies might be made ufe of after this De- 
cburatioJQ. 

With fo few Words, and fo little Preamble, but at the fame 
time with fo much Appearance of Juftice, was this moft im- 
portant War begun between two of the moft powerful People 
then in the World j a War which was very near abfolutely de- 
ftroying the Roman People ; but by a ftrange Turn of Fortune, 
ended in the Ruin of the Carthaginians:^ for they were brought 
fi) iow J>y this, that the third Ttinick War was but a natural 

♦ Vide T. Liv. 
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Sequel to it. The firfl Appearance of this Enmity between the 
two People was fcen in their War about Sicily j as Tyrrhus King 
of Epirus had very judicioufly foretold when he left that Ex- 
pedition, (which he had lightly undertaken ; ) for, looking l>ack 
upon the Ifland, What a Subjed of Contention ((ays he to 
thole about him), what a Field for Exercife ('o/ar riaAai^e^i^) 
do we leave, my Friends, to the Romans and Carthaginians! 

Another Inftance will ftill fhew thefe Sovereigns of Man-- 
kind in a clearer Light : Mithridates King ofTontus^ a Prince 
the moft famous we read of in Hiftory^ had been as formida- 
ble an Enemy as the Romans had ever ibet with,* but was at 
Jaft reduced very low by hucullus (one of the m|ft fortunate 
Generals of the Republick, and a Man of many private Vir- 
tues j) upon this, mithridates took Reft^e in the Court of 
T^ranejy the moft powerftil Prince of ^Jia^ and who had mar- 
ried his Daughter, The Grandeur of this Monarch appears ,al* 
moft incredible, but is well attefted by thi bcft Hiftorians: His- 
Subje(9:s always Ihew'd him that outward fervile Appearance of 
Veneration, according to che Eajiern Cuftqjii ; I mean, they fell 
proftrate before him^ whenever he was feen by them : He p«^ 
fefled immenfe Riches, and^ had a vaft Trad of Land under his 
Subjedionj even crownM Heads were frequent in his Court; 
and Hiftory tells us, he had four Kings fljood as Guards at the 
four Corners of his' Throne: It is eafy to imagine the Pride of 
iiich a Man. To him Lucullus fent Affius Claudius^ (a young. 
Man who was Brother to his Wife) to demand Mithridates to 
be delivered up. When he was introduced to Tigranes^ he told' 
him, with a true Roman Intrepidity, that he came to require 
him to deliver up Mithridates, who was due to the Triumph 
of his Gcnctal Lucul/us^ for many Reafons, and^ chiefly for 
having been vanquiihed by him in fair and .open War; anq that 
if he refuied to comply with this juft Demand, he had Orckts 
to declare War againft him. The King, not ufed to this fort ofr 
Language, was aftoniilfi'd, as well as his whole Courts but he 
had, however. Temper enough to anfwer in a* gentle manner); 
that he could not give up thi Father of his Queen ; and that if 

• Fsdi Plut. in LucuL 
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the R^pums did ui^uftly attack him, be would eikleavour to de- 
fend himfeir. Lucnllus did attack him, and defeated his vaft 
Armies with a HandfiU of Men ; but this is nothing to my Pur* 
poie. I (hall only obferve the Juftice, as well as Humanity* 
of this Monarch ; be difmiis'd Affius Claudius with great Re« 
gstfd, and fent him Ptefents ; of which however he took only a 
Golden Cup, that he might not icem infenfible of the Politene($ 
of Tigraues. 

The great Regard thei?^w^^xfliew'd to Publick Faith^ appears 
in many Inftances ; of which I fhall only kU€t two or three : 
The CartkaginioMs had been gnilty of a figpal Breach of the 
Law of Nations, (a People who were not Amoos for a ftrid: 
Adherence to Juftice, as the Proverb which was current in rela- 
tion to them may convince us ofy Fides Tunica\ for they (etzed 
upon one of the Roman Admirals in their firtt War with that 
People, having by Artifice drawn him to an Interview ; but ic 
b^^ipcned not long after, that i^on a Defeat of their Fleet Qear 
Sicikf, they (according to their d^>onding Genius) immediately 
were bent upon fuing for Peace : Amilcar^ one of their Capuins, 
profefled that he dared not to put himfelf into the Hands of a 
People, whoie Admiral they had treated in fo treacherous a Man*- 
ner ^ but Hauno, one of his Colleagnos, told him, that he knew 
the Temper of the Romans better than to judge fo bafely of 
^enMtand accordti^ly went inmiediately to them. When he 
arrival at their Camp, a Roman Officer (aid^ in the hearing of 
his General, that Hasmo deierved the fame Ulage which his 
Conntrymen bad bellowed on the Roman Commander : Noi 
reply'd the Confiil, addrefling himfelf to the Carthaginian^ you 
iare here ftcture; the Regard to Publick Faith, io conftandy 
fliewn by the Rfnnan People, prefcrves you from all Harms z'^ 
Ifio te metUy Hanno, fdes civttatis nojlra liberate 

There is in the 4me Author, an A<9:ion of the fhrft Scifiio 
Africanus much to be appbnided : It chanced that he took a 
Carthaginian Ship, during the fecond Vunick War, in which 
were many of the chief Perfons of Carthage \ who, truing to 
the Equity of this Generali told him that they were Amba&p 

• Valcr. Maxim. 
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dors (cut to him : He could not be ignorant that this was ao 
Invention of Tunkk Cunning to avoid fthe prefent Danger; yet, 
not to faij in fhawing Refbc^ even to an iJVppearance of io fa- 
cred a Charad:er» he difmifled them ail fr^e and untouched. 

Nor did the Roman Senate (hew iefs Fondnefs for Jufticc 
and Equity, in relation to Publick Faith, when Ambafladors 
came to Rome from AfoUonia ; for upon (bme Injurv they re- 
ceived from two of the Roman ^diles^ the Senate ordered thefe 
to be given up to thofe Miniilers, and lent an Officer with them 
ta prevent the Refcue of thofe guilty of the Offence, and ta 
hinder any Affront to thefe Ambafmdors in thttv Journey through 
Italy. My Author upon this, cannot forbear exclaiming;^ Ik 
lam curiam, mortalium quis concilium, ac non Fidei Temflum 
dixeritl Such was the Roman Senate in thofe Times ; thefc 
were fome of the Virtues which pav'd their Way ta the Em^ 
pirc of the World ! 

I SHALL bring two more Examples : the one of at Regvd to 
the Law of Nations ; the other, of a ftrong Attachment to Jur 
(lice: which fhould have been infer ced before, and which are 
too remarkable to be omitted. After^the Deatbt of Julius Cr« 
y&r, (one of the greatefl Generals the Romans^. CTer had.) by 
the Hands of thofe Men whomi he vainly imagined he had (o 
obliged by his Bounty and Clemency, as to make them foi^et 
that he was their Mailer,, (a degree of Superiority exqflftvelji 
fiiocking to the Romans, and- to which, ia Reality, he fflPd no 
fort of Right) the Roman Empire was miferably torn by the 
Ambition of its Citizens, who had even then for the moft part 
degenerated' from the Purity of thofe Times, which, we have 
fpoken of more than once in this Chapter : But the ohief Power 
being fallen into the Hands of Mark Anthony and young 0£fa¥ 
vinsy afterwards nam'd Amguftus, none put any Obikcle to their 
Greatnefs; hwiSextmsTomfeius^ Son to the great IP^i^/ey. This 
voung Man would have made a greater Figure in Hiftory, had 
he not had'fb illuftrious a Father before him, and had but For* 
cone been more favourable to his Defigns ; however, he com«> 
iiunded ac that time a. poweifid Fleet, and was formidable to^ 

^ Valor. Maxim.. 
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Anthony aod O&aviusi Theie two therefore concluded a Treaty 
with him^ and when that was fign'd, they were to (up on 
board his Gall^, as a Mark of Amity and Confidence. Du« 
ring the Repaft, Menas^ a Fayourite of Tomfey\ took him 
into a private Part of the Veflcl upon ibme Pretence, and told 
him, that he bad now the faireft Opportunity in the World to 
revenge his Father's Death, and to become Mailer of the Ro- 
man Empire ^ if he would but give his Confent, he would 
take the whole Man^^ement of the Matter upon himfelf, and 
deliver him at once from his two Rivals, who ihonld never 
oj^fe him more. To this Tm^cy anfwered, That had he exe- 
cuted this Projed without his Knowledge, mofl certainly it 
would have been of infinite Advant^e to his Power, and not 
have offended the GenerofTty of his Sentiments ; but as the 
Cafe was, he could by no means confenc to the Death of Thoic, 
who had trufledthemielves on board his Galley upon the Faith 
of a Treaty. This was molt heroical; and the Confequencc 
was, that Sextus Ttmfeius fell at laft a Vi<ftim to theie very 
Men, whole Lives he thus generoudy prote<^ed 

Thb other Inllance I have to bring, is from amongfl thole 
uttm' A Barbarians, Darius ^ King of Ttrjia^ (the lame who* 
was chofen to reigp over that vad Empire upon the Deftradion 
of ^tMagis the Ufurpersof that Throne) after a long and p.ro- 
&erous Reign, died and left two Sons, who both laid claim to 
the Crown ; and both brought good Reafbns to (Irengthen their 
Claim.; the one was named Artabazanes^ the other Xerxes r 
ArtabaxAnes was the. eldeft Son of ^arius^ when only a Ter^ 
fion. Lord j Xerxas was his eldeft Son, when chofen Monarch 
of Terjui: T)arlus^ according to the Laws of his Country, had 
named Xirxeis for his SticcefTor, Before his Death, upon his go- 
i% upon a particular Expedition ; but as foon as he was dead, 
Xerxes quitted the Tiara and Imperial Habit, and went to meet 
his Brother ^r/^^^jS4^f J*, who came to put in his Claim; they 
both JHewed each other the tendereft Friendfhip, and agreed to* 
refer their Difpute to their Uncle Artabanes.^ He pronoun^ 
ced in Favour of Xerxes ^ and the Moment: he had done £>,« 

^Viii}yBSiSk, U Plut. dc amorc fratemo, 

ArfabaxMnes- 
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Artabazanes fell proftratc, and* adored his Brother as his So* 
vcreign, according to the Eafterh Cuftora, arid with his own 
Hand placed him on the Throne of Terfia : And he continued 
ever after (6 affedionate to his Brother, that when Xerxes 
attacked the Greeks, Artabazanes loft his Life in his Cade, 
fighting bravely for him at the famous Battle of Salamina, What 
can Ihew more Greatnefs of Soul than this AdHon ? And it is 
the more wonderftil, as it is well known how jealous the EaJIem 
Nations were then (and continue fo ftilh as to the Acquifition atid 
Enjoyment of the Sovereign Power ; tney often puih*d this even 
to the moft horrid Inhumanity. What fhall we thipn fay? Itmoft 
be the particular happy Temper of thefc two Brothers, that pro- 
duced this almoft unexampled Piece of Juftice. 

I c o M E now to the laft Branch of that Virtue that I ihall 
treat of in this Chapter, which is a very important one to the 
Felicity of Mankind j and that is, th^ Juftice which Princes, 
(or thofe who Rule in any Form of Government) arc to ren- 
der carefiilly and impartially to thofe under their Adminifttation. 
Of all the Charaders in ancient Hiftory , fo fertile in true Patriots, 
there are hardly any more amiable than that of Gelo^ King 
of Syracufiy in whom the Virtue I am (peaking of was remark- 
ably eminent. This Perfbn was bom of an obfcure Family at 
Cela^ a little Town near Agrigentum in Sicily^ and diftinguiibed 
himlelf very much in the Wars of his Country : In Procels of 
Time, by the great Superiority of his Talents, he became Ma- 
tter of Syracufey and totally governed the Affairs of that Com- 
monwealth: When the Carthaginians invaded that Ifland, he* 
commanded the Troops of Syracu/e^ and obtained over them 
one of the compleateft Viiftories that we can meet with in 
Hiftory ; the Booty was of an immenfc Value, and the Prifeners 
almoft without Number; alt this he diftributed with great Equity 
amongft all thofe concerned in that War.^ When this was quite 
at an end, he ordered all the Inhabitants of Syracufe to anem* 
ble with their Arms ; he, for his Part, came unarmed to the 
Affembly, and in the common Habit he ufed to wear in the 
City, (for we arc to obfervc, that hardly any of the civilized 

* Plutarch* Herodot Diodorus Skulwir 
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i^fltioBS aaiottg^ the Ancients wore Swords, or any ibrt of Arms, 
in their Towns in Time of Peace ; that Cuftom, which is now 
got into Europe^ is quite Gothick and Barbarian.) Gelo being 
in the midil of his Citizens, in the manner I have related, told 
them, that if they could accufe him ,of any Crime againft Them, 
of any Male Adminidfation, of any Failure or Conten^t of Ja- 
fticc, or of any feeach of the Laws of Government, he was f^ 
there come unattended ttd unarmed, and gave himielf up en<^* 
tirely to the Punifhment they fhould think proper to inflid: up^ 
on him. The People aiiedcdt as they ought to be, with this 
Ji^ce of Temper and Greatoe^ of Soul, uoanimouily joined 
in Thanks to him for his excdknt Adminillration } and with 
one Voice, they intreatcd him to continue the fame Power un-* 
^r the Title of King ; and to perpettute the Memory of this 
remarkable Incident, they ereded a Statue to him; in. the fame 
Habit in which he appeared in the Aflembly. This Statue met 
with a very fingular Ddliny, much to the Honocu: of Gild's 
Memory. Tm^le^n^ one of the vm& excellent Paribus among 
^Greeks* delivered Syracufe from Tyranny, at the Head of 
^t Corinthia$^^ merely through a Spirit of Liberty*, and a vio« 
lent Deteflation of Defpotick Government : When he was there- 
fore Mafler of SynKufCy many Years after the Aifair I have men* 
doned, the Statues of thofe Princes who had poflefled that Ci^ 
ty were to be fold by his Order ; and that for twoReafons; the 
ene, to erafbtfae Remembrance of fuch Tyrants; and the other, 
to bring Money into the publick Cofiers : but before they were 
condemDed) Timokon ordered that each Statue ihould unoei^o a 
formal Trial, (as a Warning to ambicioui and wicked Men :) Wit^ 
neffes therefore appeared againft them (as if the Originals had 
been there,) and their ViQes and Virtues were nicely canvaded ; 
none ftood the Teft, except the Sume of GfU ; his Memory 
was in fuch Veneration, that every one agreed to preferve it. 

Hb goi;ern'd his People with great Virtue, and grew even 
better upon his being made King, as Tacitus remarks it of f^e^ 
J^jSan. Juftice was his faivourite Virtue, as he fhew'd it to be 
in a £emarbd>le Inftance : He bad occafion for Money for an 

♦ Hut. in Timol 
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Expedition he dcfign'd ; he aflTcmblcd therefore his Subjeds, and 
cold them fb ; but obfcrving that they leemcd averfc to his Pro- 
poial, he informed them that he only defired it as a Loan, and 
that as foon as his Expedition was over, they might reft aC- 
fored he would repay it moft pun<^iially: They accordingly 
let him have the Sum he delir'd, and he pay*d it them again 
*with the utmoft Exa(3:ne(s. Such a ftri(3: Adherence to their 
Promiles, is the beft Refource Princes can ever have ; and they 
ihould be careful never to deprive themfelves of it. He was a 
great Encouragcr of Agricultute, as he had confidered*thc Ferti- 
lity of Sicily^ (from whence, and from Egyft^ the Romans drew 
afterwards their Su[^lies of Com) and becaufe it might exercifc 
his Subjeds, and k«p them from Idlenefs. In fhort, Diodorus 
Siculus and Tlutarch tell us, that when this Monarch died, 
every private Man in Syracufe thought they had loft a Father, 
aud a true Friend. 

But to Ihcw the Uncertainty of the Heathen Virtues, we may 
rake Notice in the Authors above quoted, what a Sett of Wretches 
focceeded this excellent Prince; and that the Inhabitants of 
Syracufe themfelvcs, (tho' not indeed the very fame Men, yet 
their Defcendants» the lame People, and in the lame Town) who 
had Ihewn fuch a juft Senfe of the Merits of Gelo^ were guilty 
of moft prodigious Ingratitude to the famous ^ion^ who came 
to free them from the Tyranny of ^ionyjius, which will come 
under our Cogm'zance in its proper Place. 

There are Two Examples more under this Head, which 
deferve to be laid before the Reader, At a Place called Locri, 
a certain Perfbnage iiamed Zaleucus, had eftabhflied feveral very 
Kvholfome and excellent Laws ; * amongft the reft he ordained, 
that every Pcrfbn caught in Adultery flwuld have his Eyes pul- 
led out ; but, unfortunately, his own Son was found guilty of 
that Crime : The Locrians, out of Gratitude to their Legifla- 
tor, earneftly intreated him to forgive hi» own Son ; but That 
his Jirflice forbad him to do : but, after many Perfiiafions, he 
found out a Means to fatisfy Juftice, and his own Tendemefe ; 
*nd that was, inftcad of putting out both the Eyes of his Son, 

♦ Valer, Maxim, 
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jhe put out but one, wd deprived Iiimfclf of cue of his own : 
Thus he performed the Part of a fcvcre Lcgiflator, and of a 
j^ind, compadionate Father. 

The other Example is full as wonderful : Charondas was the 
Author of ieveral LaA¥S and Regulations at Thurium ; and in 
particular, having found that much Mifchief had been done in 
the AflenibHes of the People, by fomc Pcrfons coming armed to 
them, he forbid it under Pain of Death : But one Day, as he 
returned from the Country, he forgot to take off his Sword 
when be bad aflTcmbled his Citizens. But he was foon put in 
mind of having broke thro* his own Law, and made it of no EffecJl ; 
No, fays he, I am far from weakening any Law of mine, but 
fliaJI inftantly confirm it ; with that, he drew his Sword,* and 
Wrd himlelf on the Spot. Is not this aftonifliing, * to find 
Men, ignorant of all obligatory Rules, and who had fuch dark 
and confiifed Profpeds as to another Life, lUch rigid Obfer* 
vers of Moral Virtue, particularly of Juftice, (uhich indeed was 
to cflential to the Happinefs of their Fellow Citizens) at the 
Expcnce of their own Lives and Felicity ? . 

I THINK I have now given the A<^ions of the Ancients a 
full Examiiiatioo, as far as relates to Juflice : I have taken them 
juft as they came to my Hand, without obferving from* which 
Nation I f ollc<3:ed each A<^ion ; for as they were mod of them 
io the fame Condition^ as to their having no binding Moral 
*Rules to walk* by, and that their Religion was pretty much up* 
on the fall)* Foot, I thought it was equally ufcful for my Pur- 
pole, which Ibcver People the Exaniples be taken from : I have 
principally attached myfclf to the Crreeks and Romans, for the 
Reaibns I gave at the beginning of this Work. 

Justice "Is fo copious a Subje(3:, that I could fay ftill more 
upon it, were it not that I think what is faid will fuffice for my 
.Intention; befides, it would make this Article fwell to too large 
a Size, for it has already exceeded the Bounds I propofed. 

It might now .b^ cxpe(3:ed that I Ihould give fome Inftances 
pf the Depravity of Chriftians ; but, upon Confideration, it will 
be found to be an endlefs, unneccflary piece of Work : Let any 

* Valcn Maxim. 
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one perulc the Hillory of the Chriftian Nations from tbeTiinc$ 
that they ^^ began to forget the Primitive Apoftolicar Purity,, 
and he will there find a whole Detail of their Cooduft, with- 
out the want of any Comment ; it Ihould feem as if that Inun- 
dation of Northern Barbarians who broke in upon the Roman^ 
Empire, had introduced a Barbarity into Religion, and left it there ;. 
for the Hiftorics of the remoteft Times in Itafy, in France^ in. 
England, and in almoft all the Nations who profefs'd our holy 
Religion, (for I have nothing to do with the Infidels) ^c ft>' 
full of favagc Barbarity, of Treachery, Perfidy, of all forts of 
Wickednefs, (particularly the Hiftories of the two former Peo- 
ple,) that they really (trike a generous Mind wicb: Horror; and. 
there is juft Caufe of Wonder^ that they fhould dare to pre- 
tend to be Chfiftians, fince they had forgot all the Precepts of 
that Religion, and far exceeded the Heathens in all Injuftice 
and Crueky. The judicious Reader will find in Mezeray^, ^nd 
the beft. French Hiftorians, or in Rapin, or ^Z> Larrey, * fuch; 
monftrous, inhuman Proceedings in France ; and in moft of the 
teft Italian Hiftorians, fiicK Abominations in Italy ; as were 
unknown to the Qreeks and Romans* in their beft Times. Indeed 
this Britijh Ferity, this favage Difoofition began to wear off a^ 
little, as the Gotmck Uncoutnnefs became more civilized by the 
Revival of fuch Knowledge as could help to take off this fhamc- 
lefe Inhumanity; but the lame Gbrruptioa remained at tbeRoot^ 
(and remains there ftill,) but ceas'd, how^ever; to fhew itfelf in fo 
barefaced and undiiguiled a manner. 

A.ND.rharwe may fee bow little Chriftiaqity couW influence- 
thole who pretended to be the moft devout, we may take. no^. 
tice, that moft of the Princes of that F^ith^ to far forgot its^. 
precepts, as to erifBivc their reipe(9rive Countries/ This* was a- 
capital Breach of Juftlce ;^, for even had they found tbefr Couo-- 
tries in Subje<!}ion, Chriftianity w^uld have taught them to h^rve^ 
reftor'd them to the Rights natural to Man,, as far as^is con(i«-. 
ftent with the Government neceffary for his Good; Yet the 
CQHtrary to this*was prad:ifed by all the Princes of Itafy, S£am^ 

♦ This may be ikid very particularly, as to FflMce and Itafy ; but ki the^Hiflories of 
moft Chriftiaa Countries, findi Things will be. found aa are very npugwuit to Chri* 
ftiao Purity. 
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and Tprt&gsl^ 8cc. ooc to omit FroMce^ and even here, as far 
they were able ; from thence follovved frequent Injuftice to 
each private Subje^, and often to Multitudes; not content with 
this, they unjuftly and wickedly invaded the Pode^ons of each 
other, and drew their whole People into the fame Crimes. 

Tmesb Enormities would not Suffice in the Known World; 
they mufk feek out New Worlds, * and butcher Millions of 
|x>dr helpleis defencelefe Men, to fatisfy their Avarice and their 
Cruelty : A Sovereign Poatiffi pretended Vicar of the Lord of 
Peace and Mercy, darod to difpoie of unknown Worlds and 
Kingdoms to the ProteAors of his Ufiirpation, and give up Num* 
bers of Creatures, created. by the fame Being that formed him, 
to the mercileis Inhumanity of Nations deceived by him, and 
1>^otfcd to thofc Errors. 

S u c H is the Juftice to be found for feveral Ages in the Chri* 
fkiM Hiftories, full of Fads not to be contefted ^ and the fame 
imjuft Diij^fitioii is cx>me xiown to our Days. 

And what is ftill more fliockiag; not fatisfied with conti* 
iiually running counter to our holy Faith, the greateft Part of 
Europe have made ule of that very Religion to commit the 
grcatefl Crimes. 

Not many Years before our Times, have we not heard of a 
People, t who in one Night butcherM almoft half tTieir Fellow- 
' Citizens, under the ^ecious Pretence of extirpating the Enemies 
of Religion ; but in effed, as fo many Sacrifices to the Papal 
Power, which, by their blind Enthunaftick Fury, they lerved 
without knowing it 2 Have we not read of a Chriftian King, 

• In rrfarion to this AfEiir, the Reader will pleafe to perufe the Hiftory of the Cm- 
fueji of Mexico ^nd Peru ; and there he will fee the horrible Barbarities of the Catbolick 
reopfe, ^Spamardsy who butchered in thofe. Countries fuch Numbers of People, as 
aw ftificient to ftrikc us with Horror ; and the Cruelties in 'Spain and Portugal particu- 
Jarly^ and in general in all Popifli Countries, upon Pretence of Religion, are too well 
known for me to expatiate upon. But to return to the Indies : It is very certain, that 
<he conftant Behaviour of all the Evropeam k monftrous, in regard to that unhappy Part 
of Mankind, their poor Negro Slaves ; to mention only our own Plantations, thek 
Treatmeot is fuch, as is too hard even for Brutes j and then, fo far from defiring to 
convert xlnaax to the Chriftian Faith, their Mailers even put an Obftacle to it, upon 
Prcteflccof its being prejudicial to their Afl&irs: Is this Condua worthy of Chriftiansi 
Are tbefe fick Morab and fuch Notkms as (hould proceed from Chriftianity ? 

t See cfae Account of tbe Mai&cre of St. BartMmew'% Day. 
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with mo(! fa vage Cruelty, chat fatal Night prefiding at that hor-^ 
rid Martacrc ? Nay, even exhorting, his. Ruffians, (and letting- 
them the Exaoiple,) to extirpate his Chriftian SuBjedis, who had 
jJut a Confidence in his Promifes ? 

Even almoft in ofir own Days, ar,e we not WitnefTes of air- 
other Prince of the fame Nation, deftroying and banifliing al- 
moft half his People, for thfe pretended Glory of Chriftianicy ; at 
the fame time that he was bringing in a large Army of barba* 
rons Infidfels, by his Artifices, to attack a Chriftiah Prince with 
M^hom he was at War ? Have we not feea this lame Prince, who 
feemed fo zealous for the Purity of his pretended infallible 
Church, engage in unjuft Wars, and facrifice Millions of his^ 
Subjeds to his boundlefs Ambition ? I muft obfervc by the b\r, 
with a Modern Author,* that the Romans had never any Kcli- 
gious Wars, (nor indeed any olF the Ancients, f about mere fpc- 
culative Points of Belief) that Horror was chiefly rcferved fot 
us ; and yet certain it is, that Chriftianity can never be the 
Caufe of liich Wars, for it breathes nothing but Charity, Ju- 
llice and Humility, 

In fine, it appears, I think, that it is highly unneceflfary, foi* 
the Reafons I have mentioned, to bring any Examples of the 
Wickcdncls of Chriftians. ^ We arc eonftant Witnefifes of the 

In- 

* Mr. Vohaireh Letters 

t As an Exception to this, it may Be faid, flrat the fadred Wars' in Orfece were up- 
dfi Account of Religion ; but then we muft obferve, they were conitnanded : bjf. the 
General Countil of Greece^ to revenge an Infult upon the Deity ; for one particular Peo- 
ple in Greece had plundered the rich Temiple at Delphi^ which was a juft Caufe for the 
other I'eople to attack them ; and as for the Religious Wars in Egypt^ which may be 
objefted, tlicy were more the Eflfeds of the Policy of their Kings j bcfides, they w^rc 
the only People f that I can recolleft^ where fuch were found. 

X The great Fondnefs for Novelty, which (as has been obferved in the Preface) is 
found in moft Readers, is one Reafon why I dwell not long in any of my Chapters 
upon the particular Immoralities which are to be found in the Chriftian World ; for, m 
Effeft, what Subjed, in relation to thefe Matters^ has not been treated of largdy by 
the bdl Divines and Moralifts in this Nation ? What is more trite and common than 
the eonftant Exclamations againft the Injuftice^ Inhumanity and Cruelty of Mankind,^ 
wherc-ever Avarice, Ambition, or any other of thofe degenerated and bafc Pa^ns have 
an Influence ? And this may be taken Notice of, both as to publick and private Life, 
and amongft all Ranks and Degrees of Men. The fame may be faid, as to toy bthcr 
Chapters ; for the Deficiency of naoft Men, in the Virtues therein difcourfcd of, hz&y 
in like manner, been the eonftant Subjca of the Concern of Tliofe who have the rral 
^^- ' Welfare 
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£ajiiflice fo commoa amongd: Mankind '; whether it be between 
different Princes and Nations, or of Princes to their Subjeds, 
or between Man ind Man : I dare fay, almoft every onc*s dai- 
ly Experience will unfortunately furnifti him With Inftances c^ 
ndligh of the latter. 

There is no Difpute, but that even in fo general a l^egene- 
racy, there have been, and are ftill^ feveral very excellent 
Penons, whofe eminent Virtues are well worthy of fo divine a 
Source as the Qhriilian Rehgion, and which, if related, would 
(urpafs many Heathen Accomplifhments ; but the queftion is. 
Why all tboie who profefs tod know that Religion, arc not the 
feme ? There is notning to be wondered at in the Perfed'ions 
of a Chrifliari) (ince the Wonder lies on the other fide ; why 
is not every Chriftian fo ? The enumerating therefore the great 
Actions oT (kch Men is- ro no Purpofc, fince it requires no 
Exaqaination how they fhould be -capable of them : Whereas it 
is neceflary to lay before the Header the virtuous Adions and 
Seatiments of the Ancient Heathens, produced from undoubted 
Authority ; pr'elfe he will hardly be able t^ believe^ that with 
(^ variable and cmcertain a Syilem of Morals^ and (b wretched 
a Theology, the Ancients ihould ever have been capable of per- 
forming fuch as I have cglledtcd in this Chapter. There is an 
Qbfervation befides, which I mud not omit ; which is this : 
Suppofing a Vice to be equal in Appearance, in a Chriftian and 
in a Pagan ; yet, if we confider the Matter, it will have, to a 
nice Examiner, a much blacker Aibecft in the Chriftian, than what 
it has in the Heathen ; and this, oecaufe of the fuperior Incite* 
ments to Virtue, which we have over the Heathens : The fame 
Confideration makes Virtue left furpridng in, a Chriftian, than 
in a Pagan. And thus, by Confequence, a Chriftian of equal 
vicious Practice, iSy in Reality, much more vicious than a Pa- 
gan. But as to Virtue, tho' it is leis furprifing in a Chriftian, 
than in a Heathen ; yet .the very Nature of Chriftian Virtues 
make them fupefiof to Pagan ones, as will appear in the Sequel 
of this Treatile. 

Wclfere of Mankind at Heart. Why therefore fliouU I ••xpatiate on thefe common 
To^icks, my more than is roquifite to make the Reader fenfible of the Truth of what 
J afiert ^ which wiU ftili be coafirmed by his own ReAe^on i 

Pro^ 
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Proceed we therefore to the different Motives by whicli 
they might both be a<Stti«ed, in the Article of Juftice, now be- 
fore us. If we confider the Pradice of moft Nations in the 
World, there feems to bQ in the Mind of Man, as it were, an 
Idea fixed by Nature, of a fiipreme Being ; but this Idea is va« 
ried into a thoufand different Notions.* And ibefore the World 
iwas blefe'd with Revelation, all People, except tlie Cho(en Peo- 
ple of God, form'd to themfelves fuch Ideas of that (iipreme 
}Being, as bed fiiited with their own Diipofitioits, Tempers and 
iCu(Voms. And in alinoft every Nation, it happened that jobk 
Genius^ im>erior to the reft, arofe, and formed new and fuller 
Notions or the Divine Eflence^ or elfe eftabli(hed its Woi^ip m 
a more regular and better Manner, than had been before thought 
oF; this is particularly obfcrvable amongft the Greeks and K0^ 
mans. And^ as in each Country they bad formed their Ideas 
of the Divinity very much 'according to their own Way of 
Thinking, fo it is natural to im^ioe ^at they e!ftablifli^ a Sy» 
item of Morality offudi a Nature as they thoi^t wasmpftcM* 
/ormable to .the Will of th« Being which they had formed, pur- 
^iuant tp their own Ideas 4 from whence one would be apt c* 
conclude, that their Morals muft be a great deal influenced by 
their Theology, as their Theology was at ^rft by their Morals, 
were not the latter found xo he ibetter than Ac former ; (from 

* I :^in venr fenfibte that Mr. Loch (whofe. .devsrted -Genius does Honour to tiui 
Nation, as 'weii as to Human Nature) denies all Innatt Ideas of a fupreme Being. «» It 
is not my Intention to enter the Lids in Oppofition to fo great a Mafter ; but the Rea- 
der muft be apprized that his Notions, however true they may be, are not uniierfally 
agreed to. — But not to enter into this Controverfy, I think that it will fuffice for my 
Purpofe, (even fuppofmg it may.be true in Fa&, that«there are fome Nations without 
90y Knowledge of a fupreme, invifible Being,) that the Major Part by far of all Man- 
kind have manifefled fuch Sentiments as plainly ihew, that they have bad, from Time 
out of Mind, a Veneration for a fupreme Being ; for my Bufinefs is, not to defcribe 
ihe Or^n of Religbn in each Country^ but to obferve in few Words, how it came to 
be fuch as is found in Antiquity ; and to fhew, that (lich as it was, it could not influence 
Men's Morals to Good. — * But if it may be permitted to make a fhort Remark upon 
this Do^kine of there beii\g no Innate Ideas, the Qjeftibn jiaturally is, how comet 
,there to haye been ever any Religion in any ^Country ? It muft have been begun fom&- 
where, (granting no Innate Ideas) and therefore muft be from Natural Obfervation 
^(which approaches to Innate Ideas) and Reflt£tion ; or elfe from the immediate fteveh* 
tion of the Dfcity ; and fo from thence it was d^ered 1^ Tradition to moft I^bitkmsy 
,apd jb Puriqr was altered by the Number of H^nds it f«fled through. 
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beocc arjfcs^ the great Di^iculty of accounting for thej Heathen 
Virtues^ fmcc a vicious Theology could never produce, as a na-* 
taral Coniequencc, a virtuous moral Condu<% ; this will be clear 
from what follows,) It mud be confels'd, that feveral Natrons 
borrowed all their Ideas and Forms of Worfliip of the Deity from 
another People, or at lead a great Part of them; but this is nothing 
to my Purpofe, nor is it my Bofineis to trace the Religion of each 
People up to its Source, that more properly belongs to Hiftory j. 
I fliall only make fome Obfervations upon it, as I find it efta^ 
»tifhed. 

It is not. improbable, but that feveral Religious In(litutions\ 
^hicb afterwards .became abfurd and ridiculous) were owing. * 
to wiic' Legiflators* amongOr the Heathens, and were intended 
by tboie Awerior Genius's, for fome -good Moral or Political- 
Bed ; but the Bottomland thorough Knowledge of thofe Designs, 
kk' all Probabiltt;y, was totally buried with the Inventors : for 
it is not to be denied, but that there is nothing norc aflonifh- 
iog, nor more mortifying to Human Nature, than to obferve the 
monllrous Abfbrdities in Religion, amongft the wifeft' Natiooii of 
the Ancient Heathens. The Egjiptums, the Greekii the Ro* 
nuMs, carried all Parts of Learning, Arts, and Scicoces» to the 
greateft Heighth that cah be im^ned^ and yet were all fank* 
teto liich mean Opinions of the Deity, into iiich abomtsable 
SuperfHtions, as are fufiident to convince tis to wto coafufed^ 
Notions, to whK ftra^e Irregularities of Thought, mere Mor- 
tal Man, (without Aflmance from above,) is fubjet^l Tfa^re 
were, perhaps, ibme great Men anurngft thcm^ who could fee 
throuig^ thefe grofs and abford Syftems, and could refthe upon 
tbem & far as to form better <^ and more rational Notions of a* 
fiipreme Being $ bur tfidewere but very fewi, and were ttqable 
^to tttm the TorroBi, even when tliey couki plainly fte that cuoi* 
ning aiKl de%ning Men. made uft of Religion to oppofe tbtir 
good DcfigBS ; as was often done in Rome, where a Meeting. 
of the Senate was piK off frequently, and other important Mat^ 
ters ftbp'd, under Pretence that ^Pref^ger were not ftvourabfe, 
that the AuJ^ices were not duljr oMcrved ; thte whole Roman 
Hiftory is fbU of fucb Iniiances. Whatever great Men, there- 
fore, there might be, who, in their own (urivace Opiniocts, cooU 

make 
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make better ufe of their Reafon, and think as became theiij ; 
this could not influence the grearcft Number ; nay, ib far from 
that, it is clear from Hiftory, that there were Numbers of Men 
truly great in other Particulars, who yet fhe\v prodigious Weak- 
nels, and mod childifli Superftition, where-ever their R-eifgioa 
could be concerned. Thus, whatever each particular Man might 
be influenced by among the Ancients to the Pradice of Virtue^ 
it IS evident, it cannot rationally be fuppofed to be by their 
TheoJogy. 

For, in EffccJl, it is not eafy to conceive how a Purity of 

, true Virtue could be inculcated by a Religion, in which the cri- 
minal Paflions of Mankind were deify*d, as was pradifed amongft 
all the Ancient Heafhens ; a People* who could ered Temples, 
and facriike to fFuFy under the Name of Mars ; to Luji^ under the 
Names of Venus, Triafus and Cufid ; to Revenge, under the 
Name of Nemejis, muft have ftrange Ideas of the fiipreme Be-? 
ing ; * and but faint Notions of Juftice, which muft always be 
violated by War, at leaft on one Side ; and, I doubt, thofc who 
obferve the Rites of the others I have mentioned, run a great 
Hazard of being hoc very fcrupulous, for the Satisfa<^ioQ of 

-thofe Paflfions. The Ancients, indeed, worlhip*d feveral Virtues, 
and had magnificent Temples raKed to them ; as Fides ^ Coneor^ 
dia, and fome others : But what a ftrange ContradiiflioQ muft 
this be, how muft it confbimd the Ideas of Mankind^ e^ecially 
in thoie, whofe Difpofitions were more prone to Vice than to 
Virtue ? Becaufe fome Deities muft be plcafed, whilft others were 
offended ; and if the Protcdion lOf fome were loft, the Favour 
of the others were acquired. Befides, the very Hii^oxY and 
Account of their Gods and -Goddcflcs, is monftrous. And let 
no one lay, that they were only the Fiiftions of their Poees t 
for they had Temples dedicated to them, and Statues made of 
them ; under fuch Attributes, and upon tiie Sappofition of fiich 
fads of theirs, as made their Deities even worfe than Mankiad. 

♦ Befides, if the Reader wHl plcafc to examine thofe Books which treat of the He- 
JiJgion of the Ancients,he will find, that nothing could be more abominable, more impure 
and vicious, and more produfiive of Vice, than the Manner of celebrating the Fefti- 
vals in -Honour of thofe Deities 5 and, in (hort, the whole Method of paying them 
lleligtousWorflup. . 
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The Amours of their iupreme Mafter of the Gods, Juftter\ 
were the Sources of feveral other Deities, and of their Rites ; to 
the Luft and intemperate CharaiSer of their Venus ^ was owing 
(according to the Roman Idea,) the very Origin of that People ; 
then they had their Divinities who prefided over ^runkennefs. 
Cunnings ^did Thieving, ^ Bacchus ^ Mercury, znd Laverna\ 



Tulchra Laverna 



T>a mibifallerey ^ajuftum fanSfumque videri 

KoSiem ^ccatis ^ fraudibus objice Nubem. H o r* 

Their God of Riches^ was Tlutus ; and, in fine, there were 
(everal others who delighted in Human Sacrifices, and other 
mooftrous, unnatural Rites : Then their facrificing Numbers of 
poor Wretches upon the Tombs of their Friends and Relations, 
to appeafe their Manes, as was done often at the Funeral Games 
of their great Men, muft proceed from moft horrid Notions of 
their Infernal Gods ; for thefe had their Temples and Religious 
Worfhip as well as the Celeftial. 

I N fliort, I think it is trefpaffing too much upon the Patience 
of the learned Reader to infift any more upon the Abliirdity of 
the Religion oi the Tagans, and their mean, vile Notions of a 
fupreme Being : All the ancient Hiftories, all Books which treat 
of Antiquity ; all their Medals, ftill to be feen in the Clofets of 
the Curious ; all the Remains of the Greek, Roman and Egyf^ 
tian Grandeur, in their Temples, Statues, Pyramids and Obe- 
lisks i* all thefe liifficientiy fupport my AfTcrtion. 

Although there was a fettled Form of Worlhip in every 
Country, and that every People had their Cuftoms and Ulages in 
their Religious Inftitutions ; yet it confided, for the moft Parr, 

* When once the Defcendants of Noah were fcattercd and formed into various Na- 
tions, they Toon fell into that Ignorance, which muft be the Share of Man uninftruftcd 
from above ; and fo began this ftrange Idolatry and mean Notions of the Deity, as I 
have sketched them out to the Reader, who muft confult the Account of Primitive Ori- 
gin of Nations in thebeft Hiftorians, to be fully acquainted with this Matter. — Befides 
the immoral Charafter of their Deities, the Number of them was prodigious, and very 
perplexing. — Major calitum populus (fays Pliny ^ Book II.) etiam, quam homimm intelligi 
p^eft^ cum ftnguB quoque ex fimetipfis totidem Deos fadunt^ Junonei Gerdo/que adap- 
tando Jibi, 
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in Ceremony^ and had no certain obligatory Precepts, as to their 
Moral Behaviour ; this appears frooEi the various Sed:s of Phi-*- 
lofbphers which aroie amongfl them; all thefe held different 
Notions, and fome abfblutely contradi(2:ory to each other, (and. 
often inconfiilent with themielves) concerning the moft eflential 
Points ; as about Good and Evil^ and what was the Snmmufm 
Bonum, or chief Felicity of Mankind. They could never have 
differed thus with any tolerable Pretence, had there been fixed 
and indiiputable Rules laid down, which ihould flow from Re* 
ligion. 

Of thefe Philofophcrs there were many Seifts; but, T think,, 
the chief that divided amongft them the greatefl Part of the 
World, were thefe Five, viz. the Stoich^ the Old and New^ 
Academy^ the Teripateticks, and the Epicureans. I ihali, in 
few Words, give the Reader their f principal Notions; and hc^ 
will then oWcrvc the great Variety of Sentiments amongft them^ 
and how far they could be iuppofed to influence Mankind, as 
to Virtue in general, and particularly as to that Part of it now 
before us. 

Zbno was the Fotmder of the Seft of the Sioicks:, whofc> 
chief Tenets were, to conform in every Thing to Nature ; but as 
they maintained, that nothing was natural to Man, but as it was- 
conformable to Reafon, they meant, that their Dilciples fhould^ 
adhere to nothing but what was agreeable to Virtue, becaufe. 
Virtue is certainly taught by Reafon; fo that Life:^ Fortune; 
Glory, Health, Refutation, are Goods but of an indifferent or 
middling Quality^ unlets preferved or acquired by Virtue,, or- 
produiflive of it ; and that if they cannot be kept by virtuous 
A<9:ions. or be the Caufc of fuch, they ought to be renounced and 
immediately parted with : They diftinguifhed two forts of Duties 
in Man, viji^ fome which every body may, and ought to per^ 
form J others which were of fo perfect a Nature, that none but 
their fVife Man was capable of them : The Idea they had of: 
their Wife Man^ was entirely out of Nature, and certainly ab* 

t I only give here an Epitome of fome of riicir diief Opinions j the Reader will 
plcafc to oonfult Diogenes Laeniush Lives of the Philofophers, as well as Cicero ard Plu-- 
tareVs Works, and other Authors of Antiquity, to come at a thorough Knowledge of 
their whole Syfiems« 
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iblntely iflcoafiiletit with the Heathen Imperfedions ; Chriftiani- 
ty alone might be fuppofed to carry a Man to the Subh'mity, 
which was a Part of that Charadcr, altho' it docs not quite 
reqiure it, for nothing dircdly contrary to Human Nature can 
he expcded : As for Inftance ; wfth the Stoicks, Tain was no 
Evil, as appears by the famous Story of a Philofopher of that 
Sed, named Toffiaonius.^vfho, being under a violent Fit of the 
<}out, received a Vifit from Tomfey the Great, at Rhodes ; and 
as foon as this Roman entered the Room,* the Philofopher be- 
gan a long Difcourfc to prove Tain to be no Evil i and in the 
Twinges and Torments of the Diftemper, he cried out, Tain, 
be as impertinent as you pleaft, I will never own you to l)e an 
Evil : Thus he dcftroy^d his own Syftem, by interrupting his 
Dilcourle to take notice of the very Evil he would not acknow- 
ledge. 

They had, however, fbme Maxims, which, had they had the 
Stamp and binding Authority of Revelation, mud have had great 
Influence, as that, nothing was really ufeful but what was /^(W^«/^, 
that is, conformable to Virtue ; and then again, that he who had 
One Virtue, muft have them All, as being infeparable, and pro- 
ceeding from the lame Source j which laft is true in Chriftiani- 
ty, but could not poflibly be true in any other Syftem : But 
thefe Tenets were followed by others that were unworthy of 
wife Men, as that upon certain Occafions Virtue required Men 
to renounce Life, and deftroy themfelves, becaufe they held 
Life to be the only Means to Greatnefs, Virtue, ^c. This Sen- 
timent of theirs is much exploded by Cicero ; befides, it feems 
oppofite to their own Precepts, begaine they taught that Nature, 
that is, Natural Reafbn, fliould be followed, which will never 
teach Men to deftroy themfelves j and as they taught nothing to 
be really bad, but what was infamous^ there can be no Infamy 
m bearing Misfortunes; but, on the contrary, great Patience and 
tme Fortitude. 

Some miftaken Difciples of this Se<A drew falfe Confequences 
from Zif^^^s Maxims, by miftaking the Principles ; for they main- 
tained, that as he commanded them to follow Nature, nothing 

♦ Plutarch. 
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xwas ihameful that was natural; and that if nothing. was really 
ihameful by Nature, there could be no Shan)e in giving every 
Thing its proper Name : Thus thofe Neceflities and Impulfes inci-t 
dent to Human Nature, and every thing appertaining to- them; 
which it offends Modefty to mention, they thought might as 
well be fpoken of freely, and are much lefs fhocking to virtuous 
Ears, than the mention of Things horrid in their Nature; fiich 
as all Crimes, as Murder, Robbery, ^c. But this is a fallacious 
Argument ; and the great Reafon why the former TJiiags of* 
fend, is, becaufe fuch Wants, and Motions,, as proceeding imme- 
diately from the Body,, are mortifying and degrading to the no- 
bler and diviner Part in us, the Inward Man, and the Faculty of 
the Mind, the T)ivina farticulamAur£^ — which is aihank'd to 
be allied to io much Infirmity. 

The next Se<a which falls under our Confideration, is that 
of the Old\A:iid€my, who abfolutely differed with the J^/Wi^Jw 
The Head of this Se<a was, in reality, Tlato ; who had for hi* 
Difciples Xenocrates and Ariftotle\ the firft of whom, paflcd 
afterwards for Chief of this Sedl ; and the latter, diflenting, 
from him, formed another Se<a under the Name of T.eri^ats^ 
ticks. 

Thosb of the Academy derived their Name from this, , th^ 
the Meetings of thofe Philofpphers were in the Gardens of a. 
Citizen of Athens^ by NzAcAcaJemus., 

The chief of their Tenets was, .that as to real Good and 
Evil, Virtue and Vice, there were fomeTJiings certain, and others 
uncertain:, fo equally of the Advantages or Difadvantages^ of? 
Fortune, in (hort, that every Thing required a very (hoag Dit- 
quifuion, before there was ahy fixing,: 

The New Academy, with jifrcej/las at its Head^ maintained, . 
that all Things were, but likely or unhkely^ either in relatioai 
to Fortune, Virtue, ox any of the Goods or Perfedions of this- 
World ; and thus they flill were for a more dubious Syflem thaai 
the former^ 

The Opinions. of both thefe AcademieSr, feem to me yeryde-^- 
flrudlive of Virtue^ notwithftanding aH C/rfr^*s Refinements upoa 
them, when he vindicates them from the abiurd Notions of Vyrrho^ . 
, and the other Scepticks, who indeed denied abfolutely all Cenainty» 
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in any Cafe wbatfoevcr j for fiirely nothing is more conducive to 
cruc Regularity of Morals, than an abfoTute fixed Syftem con- 
cerning Wrtuc or Vice, or. any of the good or bad Things inci- 
dent to Mankind. And had not that excellent Roman followed 
a* better Syftem of his own in Reality, (although he declares for 
thtjicademieks) his Book oi Offices (from whence I have ex- 
traAed the chief of what relates to thefe Secfts,) would not be 
fo much valued as it now juftly is. 

The Followers oiTlato, and Xenocrates, and Arcefilas^ dif* 
fer'd with the JV^/Vi/, as to their Sumnrnm Bonum^ the chief Fe^- 
licity of Man : for the latter made it to confift in Virtue alone ; 
the former nlade ic to depend, in ibme meafiire, upon Honours, 
Riches, Health, and other Gifts of Nature, or- of Fortune, as 
well as upon Virtue. 

The Teripateticks h^d jirifiotle^ for their Founder; becauft 
although they agreed in moft Things with the j^cademicks, yet 
as in time this Philofbpher grew more inclined to Certainty in 
his Opinion, and to diihke their being (b very doubtful, he 
caufed thofe who gave into his Notions to quit the Gardens of 
Academus, and to hold their Philofophicai Cbnverfations in 
the Lic£um, another Place in Athens^ where they difputed and 
convcrfed as they walked about, from whence they took their 
Name.*' 

T H R laft' 1 propofe ta Ipeak to, arc the Difciples of Eft^ 
cmrus: The Opinions of thele Philofophersare too well known 
forme to infift upon; the Notion they had of the Gods, is fully 
Mprefled in Lucretius^ and .in all Books that treat of their Doc- 
trine ; that they placed then> in a total Inadivity , and made 
them ttieleis and infignificant, as to Human Affairs. 

A s to Morality, the Opinion of Eficurus was varioufly ta- 
ken; they placed their Sammum Bonum m chief Happineis in^ 
^kafure^ and their greateft Evil in ^ain : This was their Pro- 
poiition; their Interpretation of it was, that by y/f^/fer^, they 
Baeant that of the Mind, as w«ll as the Bodyj and fo equally of 
Tam.% and* that Virtue was more likely to procure the one, 
and avoid the other^ than Vice: They chofe Retirement, and! 

*^ n^imfvif^ m. Grtet^ iignifies U wolf abwU 
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avoided all publick Ports and Employments ; in fliort, every 
thing that could difturb the Tranquillity of the Mind or Body. 
The Enemies of this SetS; (which were indeed all the others) 
faid, that Epicurus might give himfelf the Appearance of Vir- 
tue, and talk its Language, but that the very Source of his Prin- 
ciples was contrary to it ; but that fuppofiug it might be his ori- 
ginal Defign and Inftitution, yet bis Followers foon degenerated, 
^nd placed their greateft Felicity in Voluptuoulhefe» and were 
wholly anxious TOOut indulging the Appetites of Senfe, and 
fecmed very negligent of thole of the Underftanding. And, in 
truth, this latter Opinion of them, feems to have prevailed, as 
we find in mod Authors of Antiquity, and in the Pradice and 
Behaviour of all profefled Epicureans. 

Cicero, in his laft Book of Offices^ puts the Matter into 
a good Light ; the Senfe of his Words is as follows : *^ If it 
^* be, fays he, as Metrodorus tells us exprefly, (this Man was 
^ a Difciple and great Friend of Epicurus,) that the chief Hap- 
" pinefs of Man confifls in the good Conflitution of his Bo* 
^^ dy ; and that all the ^tile he is to feek after, is to procure 
" that End ; why then it is certain that the Honeftum, that is, 
" Virtue, mull yield to the Satisfadion of that Principle : For, 
" in the firfl Place, is Trudence only to ferve to make a more 
" curious and accurate Search for what may pieafe the Senfcs ? 
" an unhappy Situation for one of the Virtues to be fubfervient 
^^ to Valuptuoufnefs ! Shall Trudence only be of ufe to refine 
^^ upon and fpin out Tdeafure ? I know it is agreeable, but 
^^ furely it is Ihameful. Thus alfo, . if Ti^n is" made the grcat- 
** efl Evil, and the Thing that is mofl to be avoided, what wiU 
^^ become of Fortitude, which confifls in defpifing all Tain and 
" Vneajinefs ? i am (enfiblc that Epicurus talks finely on this 
*^ Subje<ft ; but we are. not fo much to attend to what he fays, 
^' as we are to what are the natural Confeqtiences of iiis Prin- 
^^ ciplcs ; which are, that TIeafure is the Sovereign Good^ and 
*' Tain the moll terrible of all Evils. He Ipeaks well alfo upon 
^' Temperance^ but very inconfiftently with himfelf ; for if the 
^^ chief Satisfadion of Mankind confifls in Voluptmufnefs^ or in 
^' Tleafure, as they term it; Temperance is diredlly contrary to 
•^^ all Things which contribute to the Indulgence of the Senfes. 

*• The 
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** The Epicureans do indeed admit of Trudence, but it is fach 
^^ as I have mentioned : They acknowledge alio, that Fortitude 
^* is a Virtue j but they make it confift in not being uneafy at 
** Death, and in knowing how to bear Tain, (which, however, 
*^ is to be avoided, if poflible, by good or bad Means, as the 
** ^;rcaieft Evil\) and as for Temperance, they come off by 
*^ laying, that what they mean by Tleafiire, is only an Exemp- 
" tion from Tain. As for Juftice^ they have but a weak No- 
" tion of That ; for, in Ihort, ho Virtues arc of any Account, 
" if not cultivated and fought after for their own Sakes, and 
^ not with a View to ^leapireT — • — By this PafTage, it \% evi- 
dent, that the Epicureans had one Interpretation of their Syftem,, 
and their Antagonids another. 

Thus have I, in as fuccinift a Manner as poflible, given* 
the Reader fome of the Sentiments of the chief Secfh who di- 
vided the Ancients. There were, indeed, feveral other Philo- 
fophers who had different Opinions ; but none received fo ge- 
neral an Approbation, nor gained fo great a Number of Fol- 
lowers, as thofe I haye mentioned ; and confequently could not 
be ii^)po(ed to influence any great Number amongft the Hea* 
tfaens. 

By the great Conrradidion we find amongft them, we may 
conceive how the Bulk of Mankind muft be confounded and di- 
ftraded between fuch different Opinions, all equally pofitive, and 
delivered with an equal Affurance ; and it is eafy to imagine, 
by the fmall Sketch I have given, how unlikely * it is that thefe 
&ould have any great Weight with the Generality, fince they 
difagreed fo much with each other, and none had any indubita- 
ble and not to be dilputed Marks to vouch it for the beft : And 
yet it is clear, that both Greeks and Romantt were for many 

* It is certain that Cker^ in his BooK of Offices^ lays down many noble Rules fcrr 
the Practice of moft Virtues ; but whatever he, or any of the greatcft Philofophen can 
have written on this Head, cannot have the binding Force of Revelation ; and his 
Book in particular is pofterior to many of the great A6Hons I have related. — The 
Reader muft pardon me for repeating this Argument in my Work, fince he muft know 
that in Pieces of this Nature^ a little feeming Tautology is abfolutcly neceflary towards 
giving in proper Places due. Weight to an Argument. — We muft obferve then farther, 
that no Moral Difcourfes whatfoever can boaft of that Plainnefs and Eafc of being un- 
derftood, whicli is found in all the Moral Precepts of the Holy Gofpcl. 
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Ages even fcrupulous in their Obfervance of Juftice, and tfifl 
not totally quit it until they loft their Liberty, and were ab- 
Iblutcly degenerated. 

But if we turn our Eyes to the Chriftian Religion, wc fliall, 
upou Confideration, be ftruck with Aftonifhment, to fee Vices 
committed in direA Defiance of the nobleft and moft certain 
indifputable Syftem of Morality, that could ever have been in- 
vented and eftablifhed. Let us but look ijpon this*in its true 
and full Light, and our Amazement will ilill incrcafe. 

The fupreme Author of Nature, the Creator and Preferver 
of all Things, has thought fit to make himfelf known to a 
Particular People, by a conftant Protedidn and Courfe of Mi- 
racles, as long as they were in fome degree worthy of them; 
and not 'only made himlelf known to them, but, by their Means, 
to many Nations .befides; with whom he has (in his great Wis- 
dom and Goodnefs) been pleafed to renew that Covenant, which 
our indifcrcet Forefather had fb fatally broke through ; and this 
by fending his only Son into the World, to perform the great 
Work of oar i^^edemption. 

And not only this Myftery was gracioufly to be fliewn to 
US; by his putting on Human Nature, this Divine Perfbn was 
to be amongft us, and by his Docflrine and Example, was to in- 
ftrudt Mankind in their Duty towards the Deity, and in their 
ConducS: towards each other j by this Means to bring them to 
luch a Purity, as not only to make them in- fome Meafure de- 
ferve eternal Happinefs, but even to fit them for it too : T^iis 
He has done in the brighteft Manner ; and to give proper 
Weight to his Inftrudions hy vouching the Truth of his Mif- 
iton, and the .Divinity of his Nature, his whole Stay upon Earth 
was a continued ^eries of Miracles ; and the very Time of his 
Coming, and all tne Circumftances of it, were io agreeable to 
thofe Prophecies concerning him, ro the Truth of wnich (by a 
wonderfiil Providence) thofe very Men who refufe to acknow- 
ledge him, are fo many living WitnefTes ; in fine, the undoubted 
Certainty of every Thing relating to the Saviour of the World 
is fb ftrong, and fo clear, that it is lofing Time to prove it ; the 
tgreateft and wifcft Men in the whole World have acknowledged it, 
;ind maintained it with the greateft. Force ; and none but thofe 
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wilfully blind can cavil at or difputc it. Since then the Autho- 
rity of our Divine Legiflator is eftablifhed, the Neccffity and 
dbligarory Nature of his Precepts are not to be dilputed. What 
thote Precepts arej I hope few are ignorant of: Such a con- 
tinued Leflon of Juftice, Patience, Humility atid Forgiveneft, in 
fllort, of all Pcrfciftions, is given us by him, from the beginning 
of the fth Ch^ter of St. Matthew, to the beginning of the 
8th, as was never equaled by any Heathen Syftem ; and in 
which there is no Qmbbhng, no Contradidion, no Uncertainty ; 
in fine, nothing that is difficult to be underftood : nor could 
ever any Doubt arife about any moral Precepts contained in 
the holy Golpel, did but Men leave every thing to its natural 
Senfe and original Siniplicity. 

To this we may add, that otir Divine Inftrud:or has not only 
taught us our Duty, but made evidently clear to us the Conie-^ 
quences of obeying or diibbeying his Commands ; f eternal Fe- 
licity to reward us, oi: etemdl Mifery to punifh us. This we 
all know, and all who profcfs themfelveS Chriftians, do (of 
pretend to) believe ; is it hot therefore furprlnng, that amongfl 
tnany other$> they Ihould almoft totally forget that Injundioa 

t It has been objofidd by the Enemies of ChriftianiCy, that thii Aflurance of eternal 
Rewards- for Virtue, «ivl eternal Puniifatnehts for Vicei mak<*-* Chriftian's Motives 
mercenary j but tho' it is not my Defi^n to enter into ahy Controverfy, I muft ob- 
ferve, that this feems to me a groundlels Obje£t!on ; for> in the firft Place, thefe Meit 
ihould refletSt^ that it is allowabi^, nay, iikicir ntore, hiidable, to have a due Care for 
our whole Frame, and certainly mucH more fcJr .that better. Part of us, our Inmiortal 
Soul ; and confecjuently, we mould coitfih its Felicity : Secondly, they Ihould confider, 
that eternal Happinefs is a Confequence tn Rirufn Naturd of a virtuous Habit of Mindj 
(in the Chriftiai* Syftcmj) as the contrary Is of a vicious one. So that in reality, the 
true Motives to Virtue among Chriftiaris, is a Dcfire of pleafmg the Deity from a 
Spirit of Gratitude for all his Bounty, and not with a View folely to their own Con- 
tchtmcnt : Artd what can be more natural, than that pleafmg the Deity (which can be 
Only by approaching; as near as the Frailty of our Nature will permit us, to his Re- 
femblance) fliould make us partake of Immorul Happineis ? Befides, Rewards of ah 
eternal Natuie are fo very different in the Enjoyment and Expe^Udon of them front 
e^fthiy.ones, that they will admit of no Comparifon : — Add to thb, that forac Al- 
lowance is to be made to Human Frailtyj which has much Influence in niany Minds of 
a k)wer Species, who muft be excited to Goodnefs by Profpeds of Happinefs, and de- 
terred from Vice by Fears of Puniihments i both which are to exceed the fmall tonpo^ 
huy Satis£i£Uons of this World, 
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of his, which \s the Foundatioa of all Jufticc, viz. Whatfth 
ever ye would that Men Jhould do unto you, ((ays he) do ye 
even fo unto them ; for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
None, except Madmen or Fools, can defire any thing hurtful 
or pernicious, in any rcfpedl, to be done to thcmfelves; con- 
fequently. Men ought to remember to do nothing to others which 
will prove fo, or that they know to be f j. — This is the Bafis 
of the Virtue I have been treating of; how well it is rcfpeded 
amongft us, has been taken notice of. I proceed therefore ta 
»y aexjt Chapter. 
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Chap. II. 

0/^/^Z^ Love of their Country, which 
is ohferv'd among/^ the Ancients; compared 
VJith that in the Chrifliaii World. 



IC o M E now to the Particulat aftd mod Diftinguifliing CHa- 
roiGttt of the Ancients, their ftrong and invincible £ove of 
their Country j in this they fliinc with moft remarkable Bright- 
nefe; to this (as I have laid in itiy former Chapter) ail their 
Virtues concurred, and were fubfervient : For this Reafon, I muft 
treat of ftveral of their Virtues, under this Head, whenever it 
appears that this was the Source from whendc they arofe. Thofc 
that arc not produced from hence, or have no, View towards 
it, will demand a Icparatc Examination ; for altho' the lame Vir- 
tues may be made ulc of to this End, yet ih other Perlbns, or 
in other Circumftanccs, they may have no relation to it, and 
then they cannot properly be faid to be bials'd by this Motive. 

The Love of one's Country y whenever it is not the Effe^ of 
Education alone, iriles from a Benevolence to Mankind, a Defire 
of being ulcful to Multitudes; but at the fame time from a con- 
fined Benevolence ; a Defire, indeed, of being lerviceable to 
many, but not to all : which proceeds from a narrow and falfe 
Notion, that the Service of all Mankind is inconfiftenr with the 
Emolument of thole many. This is evident in moll Cafts, 
where the Love of our Country prompts us to aggrandize it ac 
the Expence of the jull and oroper Felicity of other Nations, 
whether it be done by Conquelr, or any other Means of keeping 
one People low and abject, and raifmg another Co Greatnels and 
Power ; but even this is allowable, if there are only thefe two 
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to chufe out of, vixi. either that a Man fhatl have this miftaken 
Affciilion for his Country, or have none at all, or die perhaps 
prefer the Interefl of another Nation to that of his own j that is, 
in ihort, it is much better to have even a confin'd and narrow Be- 
nevolence, than none at ail, or at lead than to have it wrong 
or criminally apply'd ;. befides, thole that have no Attachment 
to their own Country, are very unlikely to have any real difinte- 
refted Concern for any other. From all this it follows, that it 
is laudable to have a true Fondnefs for that Part of the World 
where we are bom, and for that Sett of Mortals we are educa- 
ted amongft; which, in other Words, are our Coufltryand Coun- 
trymen ; and it ispralfc-worthy,altho'\ve are miftaken in our Me- 
thods of ferving them, and are upon their Accounts ftreighten'd 
in our Benevolence and univerfal Good-will to Mankind. 

But where this .Love of our Country confifts in preferving 
it from Harm, in only defending it from Injuries, in procuring the 
rational and proper Eafe of our Fellow-Citizens, without found- 
ing their Felicity upon the Ruins of that of the reft of our Fel- 
low-Creatures ; it is there true Patriotifm is feen ; it is there it 
Ihines forth in its full Luftre : and,, in truth, tho(e who a<fl in 
this manner, do in reality take the righteft Methods of preferving 
the Peace and Quietncfs of their Countrymen, as well as of all 
Mankind ; for it is an Obfervation which is generally made by 
thole who confult Hiftory, that almoft all Nations who have 
endeavoured at Conquefts, or adually obtained them, have come 
off very great Lofers in the End, and owe their Deftrudion to 
that very Principle. This the Greeks and Romans are flagrant 
Inftances of. 

T H E R E are two very great and noble Virtues which boncar 
to promote and ferve this Love of our Country, and thofe ar^ Ju^ 
Jiic£ and Benevolence, (already mentioned ; ) the difference be- 
tween rhefe two, fcems to me to be this, the former confifts in not 
doing any Harm to others, and in preventing any, if offered by 
any Part of the Human Species ; and the latter is of a more ex- 
tenfive Nature, v it not only goes (6 for v/ith J uftice, but proceeds 
farther; it is of an a^ive warm Quality ; it delights in doing 
Good, in making as many Perfons eafy as poffible, in promoting 
as much Happinefs as it can s Both thefe therefore ftrongly co- 
operate 
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-afferate fowtrds creating Felicity amongft thofe we live with, 
.an<l ia that Part of the Earth which we inhabit. Nothing can 
more contribute to thefe Views, than Liberty, good Govern- 
ment^ and all thofe Blellings which are neceflary toward ma- 
king- Men know and enjoy their true Intereft. 

I N the Love of our Country are included man v AfTedions ; 
for it is to be fuppofed that our Parents, otir Children, our Re- 
lations and Friendis will be comprized in the Number of thofe 
who are to be the better for any Advantages we procure it. 
But this Confideration akmc did not fway the Ancients, either 
Greets or Romans; for (hey often preferred the Good of their 
Countrymen to thait of their own Families and Relations, when- 
ever chey came in Competition : And I cannot fee why the 
fame difinterefted Spirit, had it been extended as it ought, could 
not have preventea the Romans^ or any other Nation, from 
.fliaking Conquefts ; that is, for the Sake of their Country (which 
is only a larger Family,) lubdaing the greateft Part 6f the World, 
and depriving a great hhmiber of their Fcllow-Creamres of theii: 
Natural Rights and Liberties, from a View of aggrandizing one 
Spot of Earth, and one fmall Parcel of the Human Kind. This 
is certain* that this InjuiUce is more fatal, than favouring one 
private Family ac the Expence of many others* 

I T is poilible, that the Romans and Greeks might imagine, 
that fubduing all Mankind was doing them a real Service ; that 
it was an Ad: of Goodneis, and very meritorious, to civilize 
the rude unpohfh^d World ; to make thofe whom they confide- 
red as Barbarians^ come into the Notion and Pradice of fiich 
Virtues as were in efteem in Greece and Rome, and at the fame 
time firee them from Tyranny. And in tfkOt^ I am apt to 
believe, that moft of thofe Nations who were under the Defpo* 
tick Government of their Kings, (as in ^Jia) might be greatly 
advantaged by becoming Provinces to the Romans, or being un- 
der their Proited'icnr^ until the Dech'ne ^f the Roman Virtues, 
when not only the Conquered, but Conquerors themfelves, fell 
into moil abjed: Slavery. But be this as it will, there is no 
<yieftion but all Conqueft is diredly contrary to Juftice ; and all 
a true Lover, of his Country fhould dcfire, is to prefer ve his Ci- 
tizens from foreign and domeftick Haims : And to this End it 
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is allowable, where Matters arc In (uch a Dilemma, that either 
we muft fuffer or others muft, to repel Violence, and drive it as 
far from us as we can. 

I T is evident from Hiftory, that amongft the Ancients* mod 
Nations were infcifled with a Dcfirc of Conqueft, in (bmc de* 
grec ; the Romans in particular, as I have before obferved, ai- 
moft made it natural to them, and fettled it as their fixed 
Maxim from their very Beginning; to this all their Views and 
all their Defigns tended ; and, it muft be confefs*d, no Peo- 
ple took more proper Methods, or ever were crown'd with fuch 
Succcfe The Greeks^ and other Nations, manifefted an Ambi* 
tion of being Matters of their Fellow-Creatures, in fome mca- 
lure : but they and others fail'd, as to Univerfal Empire ; becaufe 
neither their Conftitution of Government nor many other Cir- 
cumftances concurred to their Defign. 

B u T as the Love of their Country, by miftaken Notions, in- 
cited them to Conqueft ; (b it did alfo, on the other hand, to 
many truly excellent Endeavours and laudable Adions. It was 
this produced thofc glorious Stru^les for Liberty, amongft both 
Greeks and Romans, and the many heroical Performances of 
their great Men to obtain or prcfervc that Blefling. They could 
not bear to fee thofe whom they were born amongft, opprefled 
or ill treated ; they could not in any degree tolerate the fla- 
grant Injufticc of being fubjeded to the arbitrary Will of thofe, 
who in Nature or in Reafbn could pretend no Right to it ; and 
to fliew how little they were a<5hiated by a View of their own 
Advantage, thclc Pat^-iots frequently ventured (and often loft) 
their Lives and Pofleflions in thefe noble Attempts. And it was 
not upon every little Clamour of a fadious Sett of Men, that 
thefe Struggles arofe; their great Men had their Judgments as 
good as their Inclinations, and hardly ever imagined Liberty 
to be in danger upon faKc Surmifes. 

iNNUMERABi.E are the Examples I txmld bring of the 
ftrong AttachmeiK of the Ancients to their Country, manifefted 
in as numerous Shapes ; their Fondnefs for Liberty I have men- 
tioned firft, as the Bafis of that Felicity they would procure 
4:heir Fellow-Citizens ; but there were many other excellenc 
Fjrodudions from the fame Source 
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To this were owing thofe noble Laws made by great and wor- 
thy Le^iilacors, and condantly preferv'd and kept in due Force 
by thole Lovers of their Country ^ who well knew that they 
tended to promote the Happinefs of the People, to prefeivc their 
Liberties from domcftick Inlults, to keep Man from injuring 
Man, to make them of fuch Strength and Power, as not to 
be hurt by any Enemies ; in ihort, to inculcate Morality and 
Virtue. 

To this, in fine, was owing all the good Government and 
laudable Policy, fo confpicuous amongd the Ancients, in which 
ihey moft midoubtedly furpafs'd the Modems ; for they not. 
only had moft excellent Laws and Inftitutions, but they took 
care to fee them duly obferved and put in Execution ; {o that 
thelc Regulations were of real Service to their Coimtry : And 
riius, no private Intereft^ no Regard to the- Advanti^c of any 
particular Society of Men,, was ever put in the Scale with the 
publick Benefit i this never prevented the making, of any good: 
Laws, or the putting them in Vigour, when made; whicri is at. 
prefent the Cafe in moft Parts of the World. When I fay this- 
of the Ancients, or indeed whatfoever Virtues I celebrate a- 
mongft them, 1 defire to be underftood of thofe Times both of 
the (jteeks and. R$mans^ or any other Nation, in which it ap- 
pears that they were in their true Greatncfs ; that is, when they 
ihew fuch Inclinations and iiich Qualities, as have fmce juftly 
rendered their Names famous to Pofterity. 

No w we are upon this Subjed:^ we may obferve, that icfcems- 
odd, that any People who could be fo extremely jealous of their 
Liberties, as both the Greeks and Romanj were, during the bc(t: 
Times of their Republick, fliould have fo little Regard to the* 
natural Liberty of others, and partiaxlarly the latter; for the: 
Greeks in general feem. to have been greater Friends to univcr- 
fal Liberty, than the Romans^ as appears by feveral Paflages ia^ 
Hiftory. There is fome reafon perh4>s to be given for this Fond- 
ixcls of their own Liberty^ and Oppreffion of that of the reft of 
Mankind amongft the Roman People at firft ; for it is evident, 
that had they beea under Opprefiion tbemfelves, they could not. 
have been in a Condition to fubdue others : which, as Lhave: 
obferved already^ was their Fundamental Maxim from their very 
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Origin, and ahiit)ft neceflariJy (6 ; for their Situation at firfl feems 
to have admitted of no Medium, that is, they mud cither have* 
been fubdited, or have fubdued others. But norwithftandingChri- 
ftianity in the plained Manner fhews the Injuftice of liich Pro- 
ceeding; yet it is certain, that the fame Spirit is always feen, 
even amongft Chriftian Nations; for let but otie People get the: 
Mattery over another, altho^ never fo food of Libeity tnemfclves, 
ind we iliaii then oblerve how well they coniiilt that of others^ 
even in thefc latter Times ! 

This Affedion for their Country amongft the Ancients^ 
which is the chief SubjeA of this C?hapter, was fo very prevalent^ 
that it is often met with, in Hiftofy, in Meii who had no other 
Virtue, or remarkable good Qpality ; and then again iii others^ 
tvhere Virtue and Vice wCre ftrangely naixed. This was always 
inoft remarkable ; and even in thofe who were in the moft con^ 
llant Courfc of Goodnefs, and were an Honour to inere Humaiti 
Nature, this Affedion iiiade all their Virtues more confpicnous, 
and appear as if they were implanted in tHeir Brealts chiefly lot 
this End. I fhall give fbme Exaniples of both thefe Species to 
fupport my Aflertion. 

The Things that ufrially captivate tlie Minds of Men, and 
which are the hidden Caufes of moft of their AdionS, and fbmS- 
times the avowed and open Sprfhgsf of their Behaviour in ail 
Circumftaiices of Life, are generally thefe ; tlie Love of Life^ 
the ftrong and natural Attachment to their Children^ their Fond* 
hefs ft)r Riches and all worldly Poflefiions, and the Enjoyment 
of all thefe in Peace and Quietnefs in their Native Land : Yec 
thefe have all beeii facrificed at feveral times, fonletlmes fepararc- 
ly, and fofljetimes altogether, by the Ancients, for the Good and 
trofperity of their Cotmtry, 

Of all the Inftances wherein they hate fllewri us their Grcat- 
nels of Soul, none ought more to ftrike us with Vl^bnder, thafl 
their Contempt of Life, to fcrvc any Purpqfes whatfocver ; for 
the dark I^rolpedb they Bad of Fuwrity, the great Uncertainty 
they were in, as to Rewards afad Punifliments in another Lifb, 
hay even their dubious Ideas of a Life after this ; all this givc^ 
us juft Caufes of Aftonifhment, to find them prefer many Virtues 
4nd Advantages to their very Being; the Contrnuation of wbichj * 
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in *aaotber State^ was amongft them fb very precarious. I fhall 
not inilance thofe who in Battle hazarded their Lives for their 
Country, fincc there a thoufand Paffions may aduate them ; be-* 
fides that a Fear of Shame and a Spirit of Emulation may of- 
ten be the Motives, in War, there is a Brightnefe of Glory and 
Fame which dazzles moft Men, and which prevents their think- 
ing upon the EHfTolotion of their Being, when fuch Profpeds 
arc in View ; befides, that this is a Method of defoifingLife, which 
\s common even with the lowed of Mankind. I fhall rather 
chttfe fome of thofe Adions which are the Refult of cool Ekli. 
beration^ without any of thofe gaudy Incentives, and which muft 
proceed from a Strength of Mind. 

O F all the People we read of in Hiftory, there is none whofc 
Laws and Conftimtion are more lurprihng than thofe of the 
Spartans. Amongft t\itm,Temferancc, Toverty^ and Obedience 
to thofe whom the Laws commanded them to obey, a Contempt 
of Life in Battle, that is, to prefer ^eath to Flight or Sla- 
very,'^ were the reigning, conftant, eftablifhed Maxims. Thefe 
excellent Qualities were owing to the wife Laws and Regula- 
tions of their famous Legiflator Lycurgus^ (whom I havfc al- 
ready mentioned in my former Chapter : ) This great Man made 
it his whole Endeavour to procure the true. Felicity of his 
Fellow-Citizens ; he intended to preferve them from foreign In^ 
iiilts, and from the treacherous and as dangerous Attacks of do- 
tneftick Vices ; and true it is, that no People could be more juflly 
rcnown'd for Virtue tbati they were, as long as his Regulations 
were ftridly obfctved. I do not intend to juflify all his Laws, 
i know there were fome which were far from being right ; but 
1 fpeak of the Majority and inoft efTential of them, as to the 
Welfare of a People. 

But this great Legiflator thought he had done little in.giv* 
ing Inch RuJes to his Country, if they were to be but of a 
fliort Duration : His great Anxiety therefore was how to make 

♦ The Bfarery of this People is fo remarkable, that they were the only Nation in 
Kireeu who had no Boxing nor the Panvraiiumy ^which was a Method of Wreftling, iii 
which all Means to conquer the Adverfary were allowable,) bccaufe to cau'e aViilory irt 
thcfc Combats, one of the Combatants muft confefs himjTclf conquered j and thb wal 
thought unwoftby |he Courage and Heroiftn of the Spartans, ^ Potter^ ice, 
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rhem fixM and lading, that no Accident or Alteration of Dffpo* 
fitions might in the leaft affed: them. This incited him to make 
the greateft Effort to fecure his Laws; 'and as he thought no 
other Method ib .certain could be found, he refolved to facrifice 
his own Life for the good of the Lacedemonians. He afTemblcd 
therefore the Inhabitants of Sfarta, and told them, that altho* 
he thought the Laws he had eftabliihed amongft them were fuf* 
ficent to make them virtuous, and (by Confequence) happy ; yet 
there was ftill an important Article behind, which he could not 
communicate to them, until he had conlulted the Oracle of 
Apollo at Tielfhl: He defired them, for this Reafon, to take a 
folemn Oath that they would ftridly obfervc his Eftablilhment 
until his Return. Upon this, the two Kings of Sfarta^ the Se- 
nators, and all the People, folemnly fwore the exadt Obfervance 
of all the new Regulations, until Lycurgus ihould come again 
to Sparta. When this true Patriot was arrived at Delphi^ and 
had confulted the Oracle, whether his Laws were fuch as would 
fecure the Peace and Virtue of the Spartans ? He received for 
Anfwer, that whilft they would ftrtdly obey them, they fliould 
be the greateft and happieft People upon Earth. He immediately 
had this Prophecy put in Writing, and fent it to Sparta ; and 
now, to cut off all Poflibility of his ever going there, and con- 
fequently never to free his Fellow-Citizens from their* Oath, he 
took his laft Refolution, which was to part with Life : Having 
therefore calmly embraced his Son, and all his Friends, he ab- 
ftained from Eating, and all manner of Suftenance, and thus put 
an End to his Being ; for he thought (fays Tlutarch^ from 
whence I have taken this Account,) that not only the Lives of 
thofe who are zealous for the Good of the Publick, ought to 
be of Service to it, but even their Deaths Ibould be of fome 
Advantage. 

Is not 'this a Greatnefs of Mind beyond Expreflion, thus to 
devote himfelf to Death for the Service of his Country ? Not 
that his putting himfelf to Death was right, nor do I think it 
was abfblutely neceflary for his Intent ; for he might have gone 
(b far as never to have been heard of : But it was the Opinion 
of the Ancients, that they niight and ought to quit Life upon a 
proper Call j (but they made thcmfclvcs Judges which was a 
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proper one : Since therefore it was allowable amongfl: them> 
Lycurgus ihew'd moft unaccountable Spirit in this Adion, \i wc 
refle<^ upoa the Uncertainty he muft be in, as to any Reward 
he was to receive in a Future State. 

And as he fee this Example to the Sfartans%*z% he taught 
them this Contecjpt of Deat^; whenever their Country required 
it^ fo the whole Nation, from that Time forwards, fhew'd them- 
felves worthy Difciples of fo great a Mafter ; even the Women 
in Sfarta put off the Fears natural to that Sex/ and manifefled 
•moft heroick Bravery for the Sake of their Country. 

I COULD produce many Inftances in relation to them, as well 
as to the Men, did I not ftar to fwell this Treatifc to too great 
a Size ; efpecially as two or threa Examples of each fort are 
fufRcient to fhew what the Ancients were capable of; and by 
what I ihew they did perform, the judicious Reader may eafily 
fuggeft to himfelf what they could perfornx 

Cleo MENKES, King of Sfarta^ was a Prince of manyAc- 
compliihments, but chiefly ihin'd in War ; he had had for fome 
time very great Succefles, but at laft his Affairs were reduced 
to lb low a Condition, that to make Head againft his Enemies, he 
was obliged to ask the Afliftance of Ttolemy King of Egyft ; 
this Prince confeoted to his Requeft, but very ungeneroufly 
required him to iend his Mother and his Son Hoftages to 
£gyj^tj (for his Queen was dead fome little time before,) as 
Security for his faithful Alliance and Gratitude for the promised 
Succours. 

T H K R E is fomething fo exceeding tender in this whole Story, 
as we find it related in Tlutdrch^ that I cannot forbear fetting it 
down more at length than I fhould other wife do. 

Cleomenes, cruelly divided between this fatal Necefllty, 
and the Thoughts of making (what he thought) fo monftrous a 
Propofal to his Mother, often went to her with an Intent of 
mentionii^ it, and as often came away without daring to do it. 
Cratefi;lea (for that was the Name of this Princeft,) obferved 
his Uneafinefs, which he could not fo far conceal ; and upon 
chisihe enquired of thofc who were moft intimate with him» if 
her Son had not fome Thing of Importance to difclofe to her, 
which his Reipe<% for her prevented him doing ? But at laft the 
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King himfelf prevailed upon his TcndcrncJs enough to tell her 
the Subjed: of his Concern : What ((aid flie, with an Air of 
Cheerfulnels,^ is this the mighty Matter you were afraid to in- 
form me of f Why do you not immediately put me into a Ship, 
and fend me wliere-ever you think lean be of Service to Sparta 'i 
Why do you not make fome glorious \Jk of tjris old and decre- 
pit Carcafe, before it becomes totally decayed, and an ufelefs 
Lump of Clay ? Her Behaviour was alio worthy of thefe Senti- 
ments; for when (he was to embark, (be led her Son into the 
T^mipXtoi Neftuffe, and there they embraced each other, without 
being able to (peak ; their Tears alone exprels'd rheir exceffive 
Grief : Come, King of Sfarta^ ((ays Cratejiclea tQ her Son) lee 
us dry thefe jfears before we leave the Temple, that the World 
may (ee us do nothing unworthy of our Country ! This is in. 
our Power ; the Event of this Affair, as of all others, is ux the 
Hands of the Immortal Gods. 

And when (he was in Egip^ (he heard that her Son delayed 
concluding an advantagious Treaty, for fear of what might be- 
61 her, (becaufe it was to be done without the Confent of Tto^ 
lemy:^) (he therefore wrote inunediately to Cleomenes^ and ear- 
neftly defired him to do whatever was for the Advantage oF 
Sfarta, and not to be deterred by any Apprehen(ion of whar 
might happen to a Child and an Old Woman. 

Thus did this Heroine willingly expofe her Life for the Good 
of her Country ! and altho' (he was not in immediate Danger, 
yet (he was far from being fecure ; for the King (he was (ent tp 
was like moft of the Afiatick Princes, devoid of Juftice; Ho^ 
nour and Virtue, and no Regarder of the Law of Nations ; for 
flie and her Grand(bn were afterwards put to Death by his Or* 
der, after that CletnMnes had bravely loft his Life in Eg^t: 

Such were the Sfartans^ and (iich their Notion of Life,, 
when it came in Competition with their Country ; nor were the 
Athenians behind-hand in this A(fed:ion^ nor many other of 
the People of Greece. 

We And, in the Hiftory of the Athenians^ a King of theirs^ 
by Name Qodrus^ who generoudy (acrificod his Life for the 
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Good of his Country : ' An Oracle, it Iccms, had pronotint'd, 
upon a War between the Athenians and fomc other People, that 
they who loft their General fhould gain the Vidory ; it matters 
not as to the Truth or Meaning of the Oracle, it is fiifficient 
for my Purpofe that it was believed : The Enemy had given 
^n6c Charge, upon this, to fpare the Commander gf the Athe^ 
nians ; Coarus^ on his Part, took all imaginable Pains to be 
kiird ; he dilguis'd himfelf in the Habit of a Peafant, and went 
into the Enemy's Camp, where he ptck'd a Quarrel on purpofe 
with fome Soldier, and was accordingly flam. The Enemy find- 
ing it was the King, drew off their Troops, and foon came to 
a fubmi/Tive Accommodation, not daring to hazard a Battle ; thus 
the Oracle was fulfilled, the only Way perhaps that it could have 
been ; and the very Belief of its being certain, did in reality 
caufe it to be io. 

Amongst the Romans^ we hare many Examples of this 
nobie and generous Love of their Country ; they are moft of 
them already fa well known, that 1 ihail but jufl mention one or 
two of them*^ 

Whbn the Romans had obtained moft reparkable Succefles in 
Africa dver the CarthaginiaHSy Regnlus the Roman General re* 
fufed to liften to any reafbnable Propofalfe of Peace ; he foon 
after had Caufc to repent of his too great Confidence in his 
Stttngth^ for he loft a Battle, and was taken Prifbner. The Se-- 
Bate of Carthage fent him to Rome to propofe the Exchange of 
the Prifbners, becaufe the Romans had (everal of their beft Ofr 
licxrs in their Hands. They let him go, upon a Promife of re^ 
turning in cafe he could not fircceed. When he was in the Ro-^ 
man Senate, kiftead of ufmg any Arguments to pcrfuade them to 
comply with the Defires of Carthage^ he told them plainly, that 
tsi was his Opinion, that idiey ought never to redeem any Roman 
Soldiers who could fufFcr themfelves to be taken, for it would 
prove a Precedent for Cowardice; and that the Carthaginian 
Chiefs then in their Power, were of too great Confccjucncc to 
be let loofe ; and as for himfelf, let them not regard him, his . 
IMz was not of that Value as to balance the leaft Injury to 
Rffme. Thus this grSat Man returned back to Carthage^ where 
it was rational to fiippofe he fhould find certain Death, amongft 
aa exaiperatcd and cruel People. Fer^ 
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. Fertur fudica Conju^is Ofculum * 
Tdrvofque Natos^ ut Capitis Minor ^ 
Ab fe removijfe^ ^ virilem 
Torvtis humi fofuijfe vultum : 
7)onec labantes concilio Tatres 
Firmaret Audi or nunquam alias dato^ 
Interqite marentes Amicos 

Egregius froperaret Exiil. 
Atqui fiiebat qua fibi barbarus 
Tortor fararet : non aliter tametu 

Dimovit abjiantes frofinquos^ 
Et Tofulum reditus morantem^ 
^am fiClientum longa negotia 
"Dijudicatd Lite relinqueret, 
Tendens Vcnafranos in agros^ 
, -^/^/ Laccd^moaium Tarentum. Hor. Lib. 3. Ode J. 

• 
The Story of the three Remans of the Family of the Decii^ 
who at different Times devoted themfclves to Death for their 
Country, and rufh'd headlong into the oppofite Army to certain 
Defl:ru<aion, to obtain Vidory to the i2(?/»4» Arms, is well known; 
of thefe a great Pc^t* of our Nation (peaks, when he is ex- 
aggerating Ca/kr's Fortune : 

For him the Self devoted Decii. dy'd. 

(It was a fuperftitious Belief amongft the Ancients, that luch 
Anions procured Vidory to a People.) And Juvenal is fo 
charmed with their generous Contempt of Death to ferve their 
Country^ that he fays in his fatyrical Manner, 

blurts enim Decii quam qui fervantur ab illisl 

That is, in ihort, that thefe Heroes were more valuable than all 
their Country put together. 

♦ ilfr,. Addison^ 

The 
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The memorable Account of Curtius, who, to be of Service 
toRomey ieap'd with his Horfe into an Abyfs which was imme- 
diately to clofe upon him, may feem too fabulous in fuch a Work 
as this; but which, however, gave occafion to that beautiful an- 
tique Figure which I have feen at one of the charming Villa^s 
near Rome. 

I HAVE now mentioned fbme of thofe Inftances which fhew 
that the Ancients have willingly run to certain and almoft un- 
avoidable Death, to fave or 4)enefit their Country : There are 
many other Occafions, where Perfons have much hazarded their 
Being in this World ; by freeing their Country from Oppreflion by 
bold Confpiracies, or by preferving it by vigorous Adions from 
the Deftrudion of foreign or domeftick Enemies ; or clfe by 
oppofmg the Bent of a wild and rude Multitude for their Good ; 
' or elfe they have defpifed the Danger of Death threatened by 
their malicious and enraged Enemies in the Government, or the 
Threats and Menaces of proud Oppreflbrs ! Such Men were 
found amongft the Anciets ^ in fine, who 

* 

Refolv'd. and Jicddy to their Truft, 

Inflexible to III, and obftinately Juft, 

Could the rude Rabble's Infotence dejpifi^ 

Their fenfelefs Clamours and tumultuous Cries ; 

The Tyranfs Fiercenefs they beguiP,d^ ^ 

Andthe ftern Brow and the harjh Voice defy'dy C 

And with fu^erior Greatnefs fmil'd, ' j 

Nod Civium Ardor praya jubentiam^ 
Non vultu? inftantis Tyranni 
Mente quatit fblidi; -— ^ 

All thefe generous Spirits, thefe noble Diipoftcions, fn whatfo- 
ever Branch they ihin'd, cannot have each their ieparate and due 
Praife in this Work; but fome of them will ml under our 
Notice to iliuftrate my Subjed, and ihew the Reader how much 
the Virtue I treat of was cherilh'd and honoui'd by the general 
CoACorxcQce of the grcateft Nations. . 

The 
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The famous Adion of C Muttus Scavola, is of too great 
a Spirit to be pafTed over m Silence. At the Time that x^^r- 
fenna King of the Tufcans had v bcfieged Rome^ and prcflcd it 
very clofe, this young Man got into the Tufcan Carbp, with a 
Dcfign to free the J^omans from fo formidable an Enemy. He 
was not acquainted with Torfenna's Perfon, fo he eafilymiftook 
one of thofe about him, for him, and accordingly plung'd his 
Dagger into the Bread of him he imagined to be ,the l^ing. He 
was immediately brought before that Prince, who having threa* 
ten'd him to make him difoover his Accomplices, Mutiusy to 
ihcw how little he, was to be terrify 'd, thruft his Hand into a 
Fire which chanced to be there, and ftcdfaftly looked at Tor-^ 
fenna whilft it burned. The King, ftruck with Admiration at this 
KQivovk^ commanded him to be iet free : The young Rnrnm^ on 
his Part, was moved with Gratitude for this Humanity, and ge* 
ncroufly told the Tufcan Monarch, that had he pur him to Death, 
it would not have aflur'd his Safety, for that thate wereno lels 
than three Hundred Romans difguiied in his Camp upon the fame 
Dedgn ; and that he was glad he had miftaken his Blow, Ibr 
he had rather have fo generous a Prince a Friend of the Roman 
State, than fuffer by their Means. Upon this my Authors (who 
are Livy and Tlutarch) tell us, that Torfenna foon endearourM 
at an Accommodation with Rofne. 

What I have mentioned of Zaleucus atid Cbatondas, (in 
my firft Chapter) may liill confirm my Affcrtion, that the An- 
cients made light 6f Death or Pain, upon all Occafions where 
they could be of any Service to their Fenow-Citizens ; nor wcfC 
they Iqfs heroical in conquering thofe AfTe^ions fo natural to 
Man in regard to thp deareft Tics in Life, to latisfy this impor- 
tant Duty ; of this there are many Inftanccs, out of which I 
fliall felcd: two or three, that will put what I advance in the 
ftrongeft Light. 

W H E N t&r Romam bad driveii out their Kings, which is tlie true 
Efocha from whence we may date tba firft Rife of their Great* 
nefs, Tarquin never ceas'd entertaining Hope^ of his Re-efta- 
blifliment ; and to this Pnrpofc he tried a thoufehd Methods, by 
Force or Artifice, to obtain his End. He fent therefore AmbaP 
fadors to Rome upon fonje Pretence, but in effedl to endeavont 
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to make a Party in his Favour: Thefe Minifters found Means 
to engage two Sons of M. Junius Brutus (the great Patron of 
Liberty,) in a Confpiracy againfl the New Repubh'ck. This 
Plot was fbon difcovered by a Slave, and the whole Matter 
broi^ht before Brutus, then Conful. There cannot be a Scene 
more worthy our Attention ; the Youths were led Priloners to 
their Father, who fate in the publick Place before all the Peo- 
ple, as Ibvereigri Magiftrate upon his Tribunal^ his CoUegue in 
the Confulfhip proposed Baniihment ; every Body elfe there pre- 
fcnt flood filent, with their Eyes fixed upon the Ground : But 
:Brutus^ putting ofF the Father, and adling only as one iatrufted 
with the Care of Romey interrogated his Sons with an unmov'd 
and fix'd Severity. They had nothing to fay in their own Vin- 
dication; upon which Brutus commanded his Lidors to do 
their Duty ; thefe immediately (Irf pped and bound the Youths, 
and having Icverely fcourge<^ them, (according to the Roman 
Coftom) they then beheaded them. Their Father all the time 
beheld the Execution, with a dry and fteady Eye ; and as foon 
as it was over, he withdrew with great Calmnefs, and left the 
other Prifoners (for there were^more in the Confpiracy) to their 
due Punifliment. This Adion was of double Service to the 
Roman State; for it fet a dreadful Example before the Eyes of 
all Traitors, and Ihcw'd the Inflexibility of the Roman Jm^xw^ and 
at the &nf tftne cut Tarquin ofT from all Hopes of fubduiog a 
P«)plc of fuch Fortitude and Magnanimity. 

Plutarch, from whence this Account is taken, is fo a- 
ftonifli'd at this Adion» that he makes this Refledion : ^^ It was 
^* '(6ys lie) either an exceeding Greatnefs of Virtue, which thus 
** elevated the Soul o( Brutus, or elfe a gr<at degree of Infc»- 
^ fibiiity, that produced this amazing Behaviour ; in fine, it 
^' was either the Adion of a Qod, or of a Beaft : but, fays he, 
^^ we ought to determine in Favour of the former, for the Weak- 
^^ nefs of our Virtue ought not to make us judge diladvantageoufly 
*^ of the Forte of his ; for the Romans are of Opinion, that it 
^^ was not more difficult for Romulus to found Komej than for 
•*^ Brutus to eftablifh, in this manner, the Republick, upon the 
^^ Rjuins of the Regal Power/' Thus far this wife Hiilorian ; 
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And certainly nothing can be a greater Mark of "^ thedrdogdt 
Love of our Country, than fuch a Sacrifice. This ri»r fdkrwi 
is of as much Force. 

T H £ Roman Army had taken the Field againit feme of their 
neighbouring Enemies ; when, for fome particular Reafbns, die 
.Cohftil MMlinSy ilmam'd Torquatuiy had given ikxvSt Ordeiv 
that none fhould dare to fight without Orders,, or leave Hts Rank 
for that Purjpoie^^ but a Horieman of the Enemy^s appearing: be« 
fore the reft, and u(ing tbofe inciting Methods (fo wellkno^rtii 
in Armies) to <]raw out an Antagonift ; the Son of ManMur die 
MomoM General, who was one of the foremoft amongftr the Ji0u 
man Horfe, could not withlland the Temptation, nor b«at die' 
Vauntings of this Enemy ; he therefore rode out of his RaAk 
and attacked him, and after a ffaarp Difpute he killed: him, and 
carry*d his Spoils • triumphantly to his Father. The- Roimm • 
Chief, inftead of receiving this Prtient with Joy, immediiteif 
afiemblcd his Officers, and made a. moil pathedck Speedr, in which 
he infilled upon the Nece0iiy of obeying the Orciers^ of tbdi Oeiie» 
ral^ and denr'd tfaacr hU private Mis foDttmd might ^aot give any 
Encouragem^ir to the Reiaxarion of Mdirary Difctpline, (b xs^ 
ceflary towards the befcnce and Profperity of Rome; in fine, it 
is A moft beauctful Speech), asf ic is found in Lpvy, and the Ciofe 
oiF it is, t^ttche conchides upon the Punifhm^ii of his Soa by 
Death. iThe Executioni quickly followed the Soncsdbe^ md thus 
this young ViAor fell in the midft of has Triwmplr; and tbiw^ 
for the Good <^f Rome, cfa^ Getferad of the Republick iHfled all 
the tendered Sentift^ekiesof Nature !! 

Whobvbr reads fuoh noble Adlions ot the Romam^ mtA 
conclude them to have been, ftom the firft, marked out for 
Empire. 

^ Vis a Tamrinios Sf^s^ (^ftitikimque JkpirhmH^ 

Vlsms. Bruti, Fafcehti tndtn reapios ? 

ConMs iMperium hk. primus^ favafqUi fecurei 

jhttphf; NafoflmPiaer^ mvabeUamcventeSy 

M'PMmpJcfrJ pr9£MerM0vnabity 

infilky nam^ firm eafiiO^ Mbion^ 

nmtt Jour Fatria Laudymfue inrnunja C^db. 

J^« Dccios, DTu(o{([XKpr$culy/avumfui/eafrt^ 

J^ ToAjiiMuiti, fcf rfftrmimjiina Camilluii^l V i ttjcr, 

I SHALt« 
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i s H A L X gtiTse one more InfltQce of the tame Nature from 
Ammgft Sbe Greeks^ to ihcw howeviet that the Romans were 
not the obIj People amongft the Anckpts, *c»paUe of fuch M^« 
ftaoimity. 

TiMO^mon was one cf tiie worthiefl: Mea we read of in 
any Hiilery, and horned with ib many Virtues, that be was 
truly ail HoRour to .bis Country. He was of one ef obe beft Fa- 
milies in Corimth^ and had a Brother namM Timo^anes. The 
C&rinthiams^ for :Realbns of State, faired four Hundred fore^n 
Soldiers, and gave fihe Command of them to this Man ; but -be, 
through an Excels of Ambition, and a Fondneis for Power, k 
natural to frail Man, made nie of thrfe Troops tjo enflave \»% 
Cen&try. Tsirnktm, wio was a true PaOiot by Naeure and by 
Principle, employed all the Arts oi PeribaiioQ to prefail qpon 
his Brother, (whom he always tenderly lov*d,) to quit this itl- 
goc Power, and fet his Citizens free. But finding notbiag wo4iJkl 
lucceed, he at iaft rook with him two xifaofen Friends, trueLp'^ 
vers of Libetty, and accoodpaoied by them, he went to TkM^ 
fbanes*^ he there again renewed his mofl earnoft Entreaties, 
which were, as^ ufbal, rejeded with great Ai^r and Difilain { 
«>on this Ire wkhdraw aftde, covered his Face, and burfl iQtp 
Tears, whilft his two Friends (as was agreed upon) fell upcb 
Timophdnet, and flew hrm.* Thus Timakan ftifled the natural 
Tendernels he had for his Brother^ which he would not {nSkt 
io -any meaipre to rival that which he had for Corintfo ! I ihatl 
not examine whether it was not too rigorous 5ufiice upoo the 
Oflender, add whether it was decent for a Brother to inflJA the 
Puniihment; it is enough for my Furpofe, chat he con(}«cr«d 
his dtardt Affe<ftions and ftrongeft Attachment for the Sake of 
his Coontry. 

I MUST not omit one Inftance mote^ to fhewiiow for even 
dlofe called JSariarians would go for the Love of their Conn* 
tpy : When the Magi had oliirped the Throne of Pf^/Kt. t^<t 
the Murdet of one Of fehe Soiis of Cyrus, "^ (who was perfooji- 
ted by one of thole Villains,) they ruled that great Empire in 
fuch a manner as difpleafcd the Terfian Lords \ upon this (and 

* Plut in Timol. , t T^di Juftin. Herod, ifc. 
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the Difcovery of the Artifice of thcfc Ufiirpers) a Conlpiracjr 
was immediately formed by feven of the great Men of the King- 
dom, who attacked the Uiiirpers in their Palace ; and as in the 
Struggle GobryaSy one of the Confpirators, had fcized one ©f 
the Magi about the Body, the other Confpirators were afraid to 
ftab the Ufurper in the Obfcurity of the Night, for fear of. kil- 
ling this Lord; when he mod m^nanimoufly called out; Never 
fear, fays he to them, do not hehtate to rid the World of this 
Wretch, out of any Apprehenfion of doing me harm ; if there 
be no other Way, run your Swords through my Body, rather 
than mils his! But, very fortunately, ic was done without doir^, 
the lead Harm to this brave Man. 

The Ancients not only very chearfully gave up their Lives, 
when their Country demanded them, but parted with all thofe 
Things which Men hol(f mod dear, without the lead Reluctance, 
^and bore mod of what the World thinks intolerable with great 
^ Patience, whenever the Service of their Country required it : 
They have frequently (acrificed to This their Forcimes, their Eafe, 
their Health, their Pleafure ; they have borne Banifliment and 
the word of Treatment, by publick Injuries and Abufes, and 
even lofs of Reputati6n (for a time) for this good End ; they 
have forgiven private as wdl as publick. Injuries, and never fail'd 
in their condant AfFecftion, even for an ungrateful Country; 
they have even gone fb far as to contribute with Alacrity to the 
Reputation of their very Enemies, where-ever they could ferve 
their Country by fo doing*. 

Of all tbefe Viitucs I IhaH giye fame Indances, as they 
come tp my Hand. 

I HAVE, in my former Chapter, giyen (bme remarkable Ex- 
amples of the excellent Difpodtion in general of the Athenian 
People ; and at the fame time how ^t they were to run from 
on« Extream to the other: for it is to be obferyed, that In- 
condancy feems to have been the very Chariac^rid^ of the 
Athenian T^fai'^1%.^ This, frequently made them hate thoie 

great 

•^ Now we are fpcaking of the Athenians^ I muft not omit a moft excellent Cuftom. 
amongft that People^ which, was of great Efficacy towards ^promoting fjie Love and 
Sporice of their Country j it was thir ; As foon as any Athiman Wa^ to be rcgifter'd in 
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great Men, whom but a little before they looked upon as Demi* 
Gods ; and beftow all forts of bad Treatment upon them : This 
that excellent Perfon I have before mentioned, Arijlides^ foon 
experienced. This great Man had diflinguiihed himfelf by fiicb* 
Virtues as are rarely to be njct with either in Hiftory, or in the 
World ; but thcfe very Virtues created him Enemies (as is ufual) 
amongft thofe who could not attain to his degree of Perfec- 
tion. 

Thekb was a Law eftablifhed zt Athens y wifely intended 
to put a Stop to the growing Ambition of any Man who ihouid 
become too great in the Re^iblick, and thereby, perhaps, have 
it in his Power to deftroy their Liberty ; but this Law (which 
was called the Oftracijm^ becaufe each Citizen was to write his 
Name upon a Shell, in Greek named OJirakon) was often made 
ufc of to opprefs thofe worthy Men who were Objeds of Envy,, 
from the Greatnefs of their Merit. And rho\ in reality, fuch a 
Banifhmenc, (for that was the Fuui/hment by this Law) was 
rather '^^ an Honour than an Indignity, when* drawn upon a Man 
by fuch Motives; yet it was no pleafant Thing to be exil'd Ten 
Years from their Native Land, and deprived for io long of the 
Coqveriation of their Relations and Friends. The Enemies of 

the Lift of the; Citizens of Athens^. {which keeping of Lifts was a Method pradifed a- 
mongft the Ancients to great Advantage J they were oUiged to take an Oath, which 
Pollux and Stobam have tranfmitted to us in thefe Terms: •• I will not dift^onour the 
Military ^feffion ; I will not favemy Life by air ignominious Flight ; I will fight to 
thelaft Gafp foe the good of Religion and the State, with the reft of my Fellow- Citi* 
zens, or alone, if it be neceflary j I will not put my Country into a worfe Condition 
• than Tfound it, but endeavour to make it floOriA more ; I will fubmit to the Authori- 
ty of the.MAgifttttw^ imd 40 every thing fettled by the tomaion Conftnt of the People; 
li any one violates, or endeavours to annul the Laws, I will not conceal fuch Defigns, 
but oppofe them with my Fellow- Citizens, or alone ; laftly, I will ftridly adhere to 
the Religion of my Anceftors/* This was fwornto in the Name of the moft venerable 
Deities, and we know how &x\£k the Ancients were in keeping their Oaths : each Per- 
fon took theOath at Twenty Years of Age, and 'was not tUl then reputed a Gtiaen 
of Athens. 

• There is fomethlng fo particular in relation to this OJlroaJm^ that it is worthy our 
Notice* The dilfcrtot Fa6Hons in Athem^ at a certain Time wcre'in high Contention 
about whom it fhould fall upon ; at laft it fell upon a mean, worthlefs Wretch, named 
Hyperbohts : This feemed fo c^trary to the Dengn of this honourable Piinifliment, and 
was thought fuch a Degradation of it, that from that Time it was entirely negleSod. 
plut. in Nic. 

Arijlides 
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Ariftides found Means to make this fell upon lilm, by irriraring 
and cxalpcrating the Atheinans by falic ami fcandalous Reports. 
The People of Athens aflembled therefojpe, and proceeded to 
give their Votes; and upon this Occafioa v^ have a figod Pmof 
<A the Moderation and <3reatnefe of Soirl of Ari/Hdesi As he 
was in this Aflembly, one o^f the Common People addreJfTed 
hknfeff to him, not ^knowifig him pcrftmally, and defired hhn 
to write his Name for him upon the Shell in which he w&s to 
give hfs Vote againft Arijiides, f for that he cottid not write 
himfelf. Ariftides, upon this, asked him what Injury he had 
received from tbfs Peribri whom he voted to BaniflKnent ? None, 
reply'd the Clown ; tut I am uneafy, and my Ears are tired with 
hearing him conftantly called The Jnjf. AriftiMes, without an* 
fwering one Word, took the Shell, and did as he was defired. 
When Banilhment was decreed againft him, he left Athens^ and 
as be went, he lifted up bis Hands to Heaven, and earneftly 
prayM the Gods, that nothing might ever happen to the Athe- 
nians to make them rq)eiit this Treatment tyf bim, and wtfli 
again for their AriJHdes! 

This furely is one of the Effe<^ ^f the jllblimeft Virtue \ 
and when upon fbme particular Occafkm he was recalled, about 
three Years after, he let himfelf with as much Affedlion as ever 
to ferve his ungrateful Citizens. This he IhewM tnoft remark- 
ably in what follows. 

Themistocles, whom I hav« befotie mentioned i one of 
the greateft Captains the Athenians ever had, bttt not of that 
eftabUlhed Probity which was univedaUy ackiiawle%ed in Art* 
J^ides, had a coimtnt * Enmity againft that §roat Man in the 

t Plut. in Ariftid. 
* Such was the real and well judged Affeflion that th^ AnCients liad fet their Coun* 
try, that Plutanh tells us^ that altho* Thmijloclei was the ehief Qaufe of the Baniftmenf 
bf AriftidiSy yet when he faw, upon the fnvafion of Greece })y the Perfians^ that fuch 
a Citizen was neceflary to Mens^ hp us'd all bi$ Credit to hawjiim lecallU — And 
Pericles, who Was^always ^^t Variance with CimM, who was of a different Party, aad 
who had been banlflied by his Contrivance, yet' had him recalled as foon as he found 
that Cimot^s Prcfence was of Ufe to the Athifiians : " So much (fays the Hlftorian,) 
♦* did they love their Country, that their private Qjiaftels and Animofity, even thcit 
• *« Ambition was forced to fubmit to that Afffeaion ! ** — How different has been the 
Conduft of the World fince thatiTime, in this Matter I 

Manage- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. II. Of d^ lA)ve of their Country .. 79 

Maoagemeac of the pubiick Afiairs, aad always ihew^d himfelf 
his chief Ancagonift; and oppofed him in every thing, and to 
htm was principally owmg bis late Exile. Notwithftanding all 
this, when iq>on the formidable Invafion of Greece by the vaft 
Army of Xerxes, Jhemifiocks was intrufted with the Command 
of the ^henum Forces , Ariftides went one Night privately to 
bis Tent, and faid to him, Lee x» quit this vatu and childifli Con- 
tention« aod let- us throw ouHelves into a more noble Emola- 
tion; let us try which can be(b contribute to the Safety of 
Greece '^ yooby doing the Duty of a great and wile General, and 
I by giving you all poflible Afliftance with my Perfon and Ad- 
vico. I am much concerned^ anfwered Them$ftocles^ that you 
ihould be tbe fiiril who enter into ib generous a Difpute ; I 
fhall confiantly do msf Endeavour to vie With, and even (iir* 
pa(s> if polfible, the Noblenefs of this Adiofi ; they then em<* 
Dcacod» and Arifiides pundually kept his Word in every Parti-- 
cular. 

W H A T a Pattens is here for thoTe concem'd at any time iiv 
the Management of Pubiick Affairs, to prefer the Pubiick- Good 
to their owH' Criminal AAimoriue&! 

They^b is aa Adion or two of this very 7%^xiV/^i>x,.much 
worthy our Attention : At the Time of that Invafion of Greece* 
b^ the ^erfisMC^ which I have taken notjce of, Eurybiadss, w 
LMedifMniim, WM made Admiral of the Fleet, and Commander 
!&- Chief of all the Naval For<:e8 ; and the Allies were iiibordiuare 
to hios^ tho' each commanded their fepairate Troops : In a Coun« 
cd. of Waf» Themijiocks happened to differ with him in Opi* 
nion, and with ibme Smartncfs ; the other, who had really no 
other Merit thab* Jhis Poft, lifted up his Batoff of Command at 
•he Athenian^ who fliew'd no Refentment upon it, but calmljf 
veply'd^ I conftnt' jfou ihould flrike me, if you will but liftea 
to my Advice. Such was the Rq^ard this great Man had ta the 
QomoBLO^ Good ftbd Security of ^reece^ that he pailed over the 
iodignity of iiich tti Afiroat ! 

What a Leilbn is this to thofe Oificers, who, out of a 
Pique of falfe Honour, or out of a Jealoufy of Command and 
Envy to others, will hazard every thing rather than bear the 
kafl? Conrradiftion, or fliare the leaft Glory or Authority with 
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thofe equal, if not fuptriar, to them in everything, but perhaps 
their Command! 

I SHALL nor infiflupon the Ht^LihoiThemiJlocles, that is, of 
his putting himfelf to Death, rather than ferve the King of Ter- 
fia, (in whole Court he had taken Refuge from the Perlecufion of 
his Citizens, and with whom he was in-great Favoiir,) againft his 
Country \ becaufe 1 find two celebrated Authors) and both of 
great Veracity^ do not agree, and indeed are not certain thcro- 
ielvcs, as to the Manner of -his Death ; and thofe arc Tint arch 
and lhucydides\ xkit Sentiment of the laft is efpoufed by O- 
cero^ in his Dialogue de Oratore. — — 

Let us now, for a little Variety, return to the Romans j and 
here we ihall find the fame Tenderncfsahd Affcdlion for their 
Country, of which Camitlus has fet a great . Example : This 
Roman (whom I have mentioned in my former Chapter,) com- 
manded the Forces of his 'Country againft gn -Enemy over whom 
they gained the Vi<ftory ; and as it was an Opinion much pre- 
valent amongft the Andents/ that great Proipeirity Avas often 
counterbalanced by fomc notable Adverfity, he addrefTed himfelf 
to the Gods in a moft earned Prayer, that they would vouchfafc 
to tura upon him alone all -the Misfortunes which might upon 
this Occafion fall upon Rome. And When he was forced into 
Exile by the Injuftice of his cruel Enemies, fee retained his Love 
for Rome ; for when he knew that the formid^Ic Army of the 
Gauls was befieging the Capitol very clofely, he Ambled 
fome Troops at Ardea^ where he liv'd, fell upon the Barba^" 
rians, and gain'd a fignal Vii^ory over them, and t-hus faved his 
Coimtry. 

And, to Ihew how the Ancients contemned all thofe litde 
Reflexions which are made upon great Men who hare wife and 
ftiperior Views, not eafily penetrable by vulgar Eyes; we may 
only obferve the Conducft of Fabius Maximus, the firft of the 
Roman Gtnet^Xs who could in the leaft ftop that Torrent which 
had overflowed Italy, under the Cohdu(9: of Hahsbal^ for all the 
;reft had been defeated thro' their own Incapacity and Raihnefs : * 

♦ ^ fej/itm rapids Fabii F Tu Maximus illi M 

Unas qm nobis Cun^ando re/Htms r«w. Vi r c ix* 
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This great Man laid it down for a Maxim, (and very wifely) 
that after fuch Defeats as the Romans had lately experienced^ 
the beft Method of carrying on the War, was to give the Soh 
diers time to recover *their Spirits^ and continually to follow, 
watch and diftrefs the Enemy; this Maxim he purfu'd fo ftea- 
dily, that had not Hannikal efcaped by a remarkable Stratagem, 
Fabius had certainly inclofed his whole Army, and had him at 
Difcretion; but it was the Fate of this General, as Didator, to 
have for his Commander of the Cavalry, (for thofe two Com- 
mands always went together-, the latter fubofdinate to the for- 
mer,) a Man as ra(h and Vain, as he himfelf was wife abd pru- 
dent. This Officer made it his conftant ftudy to defame his 
General, and blame his cxce(l!ve Caution $ and affirmed, that had 
he had the chief Command, Hannibal had long before been de- 
feated. Su«h Difcourles as thefe not only influenced the Army, 
bat gained too much Credit at Rome^ where they had the [ro- 
pradence to make Minucius (for that was his Name) equal in 
Command to the Dii^ator ; when he was invefted with this Power, 
he formed a feparate Camp, and would have all the Glory and 
all the Danger to himfelf: No ibooer did the X^artbdginian Ge^ 
neral perceive this, which was the Thing in the World he moft 
defired, but he fbon attacked him, and was very near gaining a 
complcat Vidory over him and his Troops,^ had not the injured 
Fabius come to his Relcue. 

T H I s generous /^^;94^ was not like thofc narrow Spirits, who, 
to revenge their own Injuries aiwl the Calumnies thrown upon 
them, would facrifice the Lives of many, but immediately re- 
folved to lave his Countrymen from De(lrui9:ion. The Beha- 
viour of Fabius and Minucius too, on this Occafion, is worth 
obferving \ as foon as the Dilator perceived the approaching De- 
feat of the imprudent Minucius, *' It is, faid he, what I expe<9:- 
•* ed, -but let us find another time for reproaching him with his 
*• Temerity t let us ftrft get Vidory out of the Enemy's Hands, 
•* aad then wc (hall exped: our Citizens will own their Mi- 
•• ftake/' SeJ allud Jurganlll fuccenfenidlque tempus erit^ nunc 
figna extra vallum prefer te. Vlflorlam hojfi extorqueamus^ cen^ 
fyponem Errorls Clvtbus! Livy. As foon as the Danger was 
oyer, (for Hannlbaly upon the Approach of Fabius, founded a 
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Retreat aod drew off his Troops ^ M'mucius, in a baiid&mt 
Speech to his Soldiers, rejprefeoted to them their Rafhnefs and hi? 
own ; and concluded by Kiying^ that he gave up his new Dignity^ 
ao^ refblvM for the future to obey his Geheral, and defired them 
to accompany him to return Thanks to their Benefactors, and join 
Camps for the time to come. The Afiair is related at largie in 
the x^d Book of Livy^ to which I refer the Reader. 

W £ find the fame fleady Firmnels in defpifii^ fuch Attacks 
upon Reputation, and fuch Detra<^ioB of the fgnoraot and £a« 
▼ious, the fame conftant Purfuit of the Good of his Coontry, 
notwithflanding alt thofe Murmurings, in Terkles the Atbti^ 
nian. This Perfon, the mofl verfed in the Art of Govermnent 
of any we meet with in Hiffcory, lince he had the pecuhar Se^ 
cret of mani^ing in Chief all the publick Affairs oLrhe Athe-* 
nia»Sy ( a People as difficult to rule as any we tead of, ) for 
Forty Years, with very little Interruption, and eren that Inter- 
ruption turn'd to his Glory, for his.Cttizeos of their own ac- 
cord asked his Pardon, and be^'d of him once more to take 
the Reins into his Hands : I f^, this Perfbn ga¥C very grear 
Inflances of his flrong Aflfedioa for Athens. 

I N the beginning of the famous Telofdnnefim War^ of which 
he was the chief Promoter, fatally (as it afterwards proved,) for 
his Country, his chief Scheme was not to oppofe any Army 
to the Enemy by Land, but to fhut the Athenisns up within; 
their Gates^ and do all the Execution by Sea, where the Athe^ 
niam were very ftrbng : The whole CiDuntry round Athens was* 
laid wade, and the Inhabitants' Perfbns and Effedh fecuced with^ 
in the Town. It is eafy to imagine the Ikapatience, the Rage of 
fo haughty a Nation, to fee their Enemies infult them near their 
very walls> and what Loads of Curfes and Rq)roache5 were 
plentifully bellowed upon Terkles ; but he, by a Superiority of 
Genius, abfolutely necefliry to thofe who pretend to meddle in 
publick Affairs, and thro' his fbrong Attachment to^ the Good 
of Athens^ was regardleis of thefe idle Murmurs>. and Jbrced 
his Countrymen^ into Safety againft their Will. 

There is a Paflage in Tkitarch relating to this great Mkm^, 
Mihich fhews hrs Genuenefs of Manners, and his Love for \k)^ 
Country. When he was in the laft lUnefs^.which^dq^riyedwf/^iMr 
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t)f this IlluttriousCitifccn ; his Frienas who rcmain'd in his Cham- 
ber, and who thought that "Pericles was pad hearing what they 
laid, were enumerating the great Adions of his Life, how many 
Viftories he had gained as General of the Jihenians^ (for he 
had ereded no Icis ^han Nine Trophies, which was the Cuftoni 
of the Greeks after ViAory ;) and, in ^ne, how he had beauti- 
fied and adorned Athens^ for to him were owing the chief Beau- 
ties of that City, as to Buildings, Statues, ^c: and add to this, 
hfs excellent Government of the People : The dying Man, who 
had not loft a "Word of what they faid, with a faint Voice told 
them, that he wondered they ffliouM omit the Circumftance which 
lie thought the moft glorious Part of his Charader^ vm. that no 
Athenian ever put on Mourning through his Fault ! . 

I SHALL now feled fome great Men from amongft both 
Kjreeks and 'Romans^ whofe Actions will fiipport my A/Icrtion 
in this Chapter ; I Ihall fix upon Thocion^ Agis, ^ton^ Cimon^ 
^eloftdas and Thilo^semen among the Greeks^ to wliich we may 
add, Solon^ Timoleon zxidi Allans \ and amongft the Romans^ 
Numa^ Tubticcla^ ^aulus JSmUius, the Two Cato'Sy Fabius 
MaximuSy and the Two Brutus" s. Thefe, I think, aJre fome 
of the moft unexceptionable Pcrfons of Antiquity. 

T o begin with the two famous Legiflators of the two great- 
eft People in the World, 1 mean the Romans and Athenians^ 
which are Numa and Solon ; we ate particularly to remember 
what I before obfervcd, that one principal^ ranch which ihoots 
from that noble Rooc^ . a true Affccil-ion for the Land we zxt 
born in, is the making fuch Laws, and the eftabliihing fuch Re- 
gulations, as are moft likely to make and prefcrve a People really 
happy. Thefe Two have rendered thcmfelves tmly illuftrious, 
by having a fincerc Regard for the Welfare of Athens and 
Kome^ which they manifcfted in the manner I have now men*- 
lioned: Both thought the chief Felicity of their Country depend- 
ed upon fiich Laws as ihould beft afccrtain their Religious and* 
Mord Duties ; and though they Were undoubtedly Authors of 
moft excellent Eftablifliments^ yet fuch is the Imperfedion of 
Human Nature, unaffifted by the Divine Grace, that of both of 
them, elpecially the latter, icyeral of their Laws are contradic-^ 
eoryto what one may venture to pronounce to be even natural 
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Morality ; thcfc two great Perlbns have the Glory to have 
refufcd a Crown.* Numa, who had lov'd and liv'd a retired 
Life, was long before he could be prevailed upon to afcend the 
Throne of Romp ; and then feenis to have done fo, Iblely with 
a View of being ierviceable to the People he was to govern,; 
and indeed in his whole Courfe of Life, bis^ continued Aim. was 
to cftablifli Laws of Peace and Humanity amongft a turbulent 
and haughty People, and to break their Minds to the Influence 
of Religion ; but bowibever Juft and Good his Laws might be, 
they certainly (for that Reafbn) were not calculijted for a Nation 
of Conquerors, whofe real fundamental Maxim upon which they 
.(perhaps ignorantly)went^was Injuftice. The Laws of Solon were 
better luited to th^AthenianSy whole' Views and Dcfigns did not 
io naturally tend to Conqueft, which Icems to have been only 
accidental to their Government, and always prov'd unfortunate 
either immediately or in the End. 

S o L o H, not only fhew'd his great Care and Solicitude for 
Athens^ by his Vigilance in eftablilhing wholfbme Laws, bat 
manifcfted alio great Courage and Magnanimity ; for when Tiji^ 
Jirates had prevailed upon the People, by nuny Artifices, to al- 
low him a certain Nuqiher of Guards for the Security of his 
Perfon^ (which he immediately made a Means for becoming the 
Tyrant of his Country,) Solon bravely came into the publick 
Place^ tho' then old and weak, and reprefented ftrongly to the 
Athenians their Cf^ulity and Folly, and fliew^d plainly he nei- 
ther feared Tififtrates nor his Satellites, when the Qood of his 
Country came in Competition. 

And furely if any Man had a right to talk in this manner 
to the Citizens, it was he, who had with fo much Virtue refiifed 
to be made King of Athens ; when not only his Friends alone, buc 
the major Part of the Citizens, feemed not only favourable ta 
it, but even deHrous of it. 

• J^f^ proad iOiy autem RarnU infipas OHvay, 

Sara firens ? Nifco Crines ituanaque Mtnta 

Regis Romani ; primus gm hgibus Urbem 

RmdaUt^ C\xx\\m porvis li paupere terrd 

MJJus in Impirium. —>-*■—> Viit c 1 1. 
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The next in order» which I find in that inimitable Work of 
Tlutarcb's, wherein he fo juftly defcribes to us the great Perlb- 
nages amongft the Anciei)|ps, and in which he lets us into all their 
Sentiments, and into the very bottom of their Charaders, (and 
who is therefore my chief Guide in what I zm now upon,) is 
Tublius Vaierius, iitnzmcd Vul^licola : This illuftrious Roman 
was chief Magiftrate of R(me, at the firft £{labli(hment of their 
Republick, not long after the Expulfion of their Kings : That 
was a critical Time, and required Men of the greateft Probity, 
as well as the greateft Wiidom : It was a Time that was to 
decide whether the Romans were to be free, or to be Slaves ; 
whether they ftould be Mafters of the World, or remain an ob- 
icorc People in Italy ; for, in Reality, thefe were the two Al- 
ternatives of their Fate. T. Valerius conftantly Ihcw'd himfetf 
fenfibJe of the Importance of Liberty to the Well-being of x Na- 
tion, and conftantly aded uo to that Principle ; one Inftance of 
his Condud will ierve to mew how very careful he was not 
to give the leaft Umbrage to his Fellow-Citizens. 

H E had the Misfortune to lofe his CoUegue, the great Bru-^ 
ttu ; and from that Time till the Eledion of the new Confuls, 
he remained alone poftefs'd of that high Dignity ; and it chan- 
ced at the fame time, that be lived in a Houfe, which, by its 
Magnificence and its Situation, much difpleafed the Romans^ and 
gave them too ftrong a Reprefentation of the Pomp of Regaf 
Power; and add to thefe twoTMngs another Circimaftance, which 
ftill heightened the Offence, they did not like his Fafces with 
Axes at the Top. As foon as ever he was informed of all this, 
be aflcmbled a NunAer of Workcaen, and in one Night abfblute- 
Jy demohibed his Palace, even with the Ground. The People 
the next Morning were furprifed, and (according to the natu» 
nd Levity of the Populace,^ much concerned at the Deftrwdion 
of fuch a Building ; and oeing afliamed to lee their fbvereiga 
Magiiirate thus meanly lodged, (for he was forced to retire to 
his Friends.) they allotted him a Place, where be caufed zvt 
Houfe to be buik of an humbler Form and Situation : And as 
to the other Article, he ordered the Axes to be taken off, and 
only worn upon the Fafies when the Conful fhould be cue of 
JRime\ and wbenlbever be appeared in the Publick AfTemblies of 
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the People, %e cmnmandcd his Fajies (the Mtf ks of the Gonfa- 
lar Power) to be laid ac their Feet, to ihew that he confideced 
iiimfelf only as their Mmifler, choieu ld goviem them for their 
own Good. This great Man knew full well, that a People jaft 
broke from Oppreflian, muft be oonriflied and fed up to Ut- 
berty, and at iuch a particular Jundnre be.madeibnd of tbek 
new.Governmentt for fear of falling into their former State thrd^ 
Folly or Supinenefs, or an abjeA Way of Thinking: To this 
great End^ he willingly Acrificed bis own priyace Ea(e» Plea^ 
iiire and Grandcvr. 

And now I am come tao mention lAherty, I &ali beg the 
Reader^s Patience, whiift I ftop ten a little, to make feme Ob» 
iervatlons upon that Word; especially as k was the great Mobih 
tipon which turn'd moft of the great Adions of both Greeks 
and Romans. There is not, perhaps^ in being, a Word that has 
been bandied about, and Q(ed to more Ptu-pofes, and at the fame 
time lels nnderftood. The Senfe it is received in, varies ac«> 
cording to each different Form of Government. By it we meaa 
here, the Prince's Prerogative not encroaching upon the Rights 
of the Subje^ ; in Republicks, they underftand by it all Stq>s 
towards Regal Power being carefully prevented ; even in ablo* 
lute Governments, the People have what they think Privileges, 
which it would not be quite iafe for even an Arbitrary Prince to 
meddle with^ I need not quote Examples to prove this Troth. 
Liberty has in moft Countries been like Religion, the Pretence 
of the Factious ^nd Seditious, and Men have ufed its &cred 
Name to cover their own dark Ddfigns ; this has created Strug*, 
gles in fcveral Countries, which, through different Accidents and 
Circumftances, have had dif&rent £nds, and have turned out to 
the Advantage of the Many or the Few : And in fomc Coon* 
tries who have had the beft Fate in thofc Contentions, t^ Com* 
plaints are continual of decreafiiig Liberty, 

But I take the Cafe to have wen this every where, that the 
corrupted Paflions of the People^ their flagrant Vices, have al- 
ways been the Caufc of their Uneafmefs or Of^reflion. Peo- 
ple may grumble for ever againft their Governors, in what is 
called a free Country, and make loud Complaints that they are 
not governed as they like ; but, in reality, it is themfdves wbo 
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arc to blame. Wew tbey not of a corrupt NamrCi dJd not their 
Paflions and Appetites of all kinds bear too great a Sway, there 
could be no Opprelfion, bccaufc the Means would be wanting. 
Befides, it generally happens (except ia fomc very particular 
Gafes which are plain and undeniable) that the Governed com* 
plmn wMdiooc a Caufc; for let us but obferve thelnjuftice of 
mcrfl People,, they would have all Pcrfons in Office, of all Dc- 

fr^s and Ranks whatfoever, abiblutely exempted from tl^^fe 
aifions and Inflrniities which they muft be confcious they are 
coo flinch fubje<3: to tbemielves ; which is as unrcaronablc as it 
is impoflible. The Truriv is^ none car9 to be governed, every 
Body would be the Governors ; and we generally oblbrve, that 
unon any Change of Admiotftratioo, ki almoll all Conntries, 
the fame general Maxims are purfued with only the Afceration 
of fome |>art!culat Circumftances, The Source therefore of bad 
Government, is in the Nature of the People themfelves^ as Men ; 
an4 till that is altered, \t is in vain to exped^ a perfied^ Govern* 
flaenr. 

L I B ER T> T, therefore,, is^ of a very prccariotiB and uncert&hi Na* 
tur«; it is almoft as fatal for a People to be coo jealous of it, a«^ 
tt> be too remifs in their Care for it ; both ExcefTes are dangerous : 
TheHiftoryof the Ancients, both as to the Gre§k and -^^wiw Re- 
pttfa4iclis,. itifficjenrly proves this Aflertion ; and one Reafbn feems 
to be, becauie in their extretmCare for it, Pafllon bos, generally 
ipeakiog, too great a Sway, and blinded by that, they overfhoot the 
Mark. This has often been the Cafe in violent Alterations. The 
frae Prefervation of Liberty feems to confift in the making whol<^ 
ibmeLaws, aod'un the due Execution- of them; but as long as in^ 
any Country, from a refped: to private Intereft, (by which I mean* 
a Regard to particular Bodies of Men,) fome Laws ihallnot be made« 
and others that are made ihall be negleded, it is impoflible the 
whole Community ihould be right ; for certainly a true Idea of 
l^iberty does nor only confift in not being opprtHed by our 
6ovemors, but in not fiifiering by each other. 

Thus ip our Nation, where moft certainly the bellGovern- 
Ht^t th«t can be imagined, in our imperfed State on Earth, is 
cftabliihed j and where not only our Laws have placed a due Re* 
lacion between Prince and SuDjed:i but where aUb the Inclina- 
tion 
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tion of Him now on the Throne, ftill ftrengthcns that juft and -- 
amiable. Tie: I iay, even amongft us, with all thefe Advantages^ 
wc are far from being truly free, not as to our Governors, buf 
as to each other ; for there cannot be a People who have it niorc 
in their Power to plague one another, than wc have. I do noc 
mean by this, an Opprcffion from the Rich or Mighty ; out 
Form of Government fccurcs us from that ; bat I mean be- 
tween Equals, It would be odious to enter into Particulars, I 
therefore fparc the ungrateful SuBjedli I (hall only fay, that 
were any Prince, or any Legiflaturc, put of Companion to oaf 
crue^ Vexations of each other, to endeavour to debar «s from 
this fatal Power, the Cry would be. An Encroachment upon Li- 
berty i whereas it would, in truth, be fetting us free from the 
miferable Coufequenccs of our tyrannick Paffions. 

And as a Proof of what \ advance, we may obferve, that a 
miftaken Idea of Liberty, a Pretence of preventing Man from in* 
juring Man, has created fiich Abu^s vk fome Countries which 
boafl of their happy Liberty, that it has given Rife to a Pro-*' 
feffion, wherein what are now thought the necefTary Emolu- 
ments are To great, and the Art and Duplicity got to fuch a 
Pitch, that a People really born to Freedom fink into a fer- 
vile Condition, by the Treatment of thofe of that Profeffion or 
of each other, whenever their own Paffions or the Itijuflice of 
. others oblige them to it. This is generally known and complain* 
ed of; and yet fuch are the Paffions of Mankfnd, that rather than 
not fatisfy them, they wUl fubmit to this ruinous Oppreffion ; and 
lb large and powerful js the Body of thofe who lay this Load 
upon Society, that (granting the Neceffity of there being fuch 
Men in Societies, which indeed the Injuftice. of Men towards 
each other has made neccflary,) if any Law was to be made 
to fct proper Bounds to the Rewards due to their Labours, it is 
certain beyond Contradiiftipn, that the Clamour would be, Muft 
Men be deprived of their Right, of their decent Maintenance ? 
that is, of a liberty of getting as much as they can to indulge 
their Luxury or Avarice, and tranfmit fuch Paffions, and a Power 
of iatisfying them, to their Children, at the Expeoce of the 
Unfortunate? .. . 

This 
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This is oaly one Body of Mco, which I bring as an In* 
ftancc, becaijife this Evil is mod felt ; there ♦ arc mapy others 
whole particular Interefl prevents a general Good, which are too 
numerous to relate here But I muu in Jullice add, that in this, 
as well as all other Bodies, the beft Men arc highly fenfiblc of 
all- the Abules in it, and would be greatly pleafed, could the 
whole Fraternity be broi^ht to let juft Bounds to their immode- 
rate Gains, and to put aa End to whatever is of Prejudice to 
their Fellow-Citizens. From what has been fiid, tt is eafy to 
<;on€lude, that as long as Men have degenerated Paffions, the 
true and genuine Meaning of Liberty will Qcver be r^tly under- 
ftood, nor the Thing perfectly fck : The great Men of Antiqui- 
ty, who knew Human Nature well, were, however, miftakcn in 
this Point, if they intended to attain to fiicb Perie^ion in tbcfr 
f eQ>edivc Countries ; the moft therefore they could expe(^ and 
•aim at» according to found Reafon, in nxv Opinion, was to ilaVc 
ofT OnprefHon as much as pofTible. In ftnc, they made it tbeit 
utmoft (ludy to promote the Felicity of their Countrymen, by 
procuring Liberty ; that is, in the moil: natural Scnfc of it, the 
preventing as much as they could all d^rees of Vexation, eithet . 
from Superiors, or from^each other, f 

To them therefore I return, and mail obftrve I»)W they made 
their Virtues cooperate to this laudable End. 

Amongst all the worthy Perfons of Antkjuity, none d^ 
icrve our Appkufe more than Tbockm:, he managed the pub« 
hck Affairs of the AtbtnUns for a long time with the greateft 

* In like manner, the Fear of Death and the great Care of. our outward Frame, 
have produced fome Profeffions where the Oppreffion is fo heavy, by the imoioderate 
Gains annexed to them, and fuch has been the Folly and Extravagance of lHainkind ia 
fomp particular Nations, that P^i^e of moderate Fortunes in thofe Counmes hav9 
onlv thefe to chu& out of, either to be deftftute of Help and fo lofe their Lives, oc at 
beit five in Torment, or elfe recover their Healths suid became Beggai^. Does not 
this want Regulation for th« Good of the whole Community ? 

t Nothing could more contribute to the general Liberty of Grau^ nor c^uld there 
be a more noble Eftabliihment than the great Council of the Amffh^'^ions^ which ^KM asi| 
were the publick Convention of all Greea \ there each People font their Deputiet \ and 
when any Town or Comitrv was aggrieved or opprefs'd by their Neighbours, they madtf 
there their Complaints, and the Council gave Judgment againft the hmgi^iSon \ and if 
they did not fubmit to it, allGr^^^^ joinM and brought them to ackiiowled^ their Faiik. 
This«ira$ pradifed during the flouriihing Times of Greste. 

N Inte- . 
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Integrity. :|: His particular Virtues will come -under our Exa* 
mination in fome following Chapter : I (hall only now fay, that 
nothing could equal bis Affe^iba for his Countrymen ; for 
when he was moft inhumanly and moft unjuftly put to Death 
by their Order, his Friends before his Execution asked him, if he 
had nothing particularly to fay to his Son ? Yes, fays he, I 
have a moft important Charge to leave him, and that is, that 
1 exprefly command him totally to forget this flagrant Injuftice 
of the Athenians. 

If we will obferve in a young Prince the ntmoft Care for 
Publick Good, evcn^to the Diminution and almoft' Deftrodion^ 
of his own Fortunes^ and the Lofs of his Life, let us confider 
Agis^ King oi Sparta. Nothiog was of more Force cowards the 
Virtue, and confequcntly towards the Strength of S^rfa^ than 
thofe Laws eftabliftied oy Lycurgus, which- ordain'd an equai 
Diftribution of jche Land, thereby to bring the Citizens as neai» 
upon a Level with each other as it was poflible ; and the Rea*- 
fon is evident, for by this^ Means ev^ry Mgn had an equal 
Incitement to defend his Country; and then it cut off all the 
Sources of thofc Commotions whicb naturally tend to difturb^ 
and ruin a State, by having one part of it Rich, and the other 
in extreme Mifery.* This young Man was fcnfible of the Ex- 
cellence of this Eftablifliment, and utterly uneafy to lee it broke 
through, as it had been for (bme Years, in which time the irtf- 
cedemonians had funk much from their ancient Power and Virtue: 
He was but twenty Years of Age when theft Ideas nwle (6 
lively an Impreilion upon him, and had been brought up in all 

X This Pcrfon was chofen Forty-five times to command the JBhefdan AVmy, and al- 
ways without making any Intereft for it j he was of eqial Capa(;ity for Civil and Mi- 
litary Afiairs, and nothing can be a greater Proof of That, and of his great Probity,. 
rt)an that he (hould be fo often employed and prefened to all others, by a People, whom 
his aufterc Temper would not permit him to court or flatter in the leaft, but always 
treated with a noble Franknefs and Sincerity. See Plut. in Pho. 

♦ There is fomething very abfurd and unjuft in the unequal Diftribution of Pix)perty 
and Pofieffions, at preient in all Countries^ as well as in the Ufe that is made of it ; for 
Inftanoe, that the poorer Sort Ihould be hired (and often forced) for 6d.per Day, to 
hazard their Lives to defend the immenfe PoflcfEons of thofe who will not ftir a Step to 
protea their own Lives or Fortimes i whereas the former, have really little rcafon ta 
Wc any Case for their Country. 
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t^ Eafe and Indulgence of a rich and opulent Family; but 
no fooner was he on the Throne of Sparta^ but he took to 
the ancient Simplicity of Manners of the Lacedemonians, and 
had frequently this excellent Saying in his Mouth, That he 
ihould think himielf King to no jpurpofe, if it were not to 
revive the Ancient Difcipline of Sparta. In Ihort, he de- 
clared publickly, that he was ready to divide all his own For- 
tunes amongft his Citizens, to fet the Example: We are to 
take Notice, that his own Revenues were of an immenfc 
Value, as being of the Regal Family, who were exempted from 
fome of the Hardihips of the Sfartan Citizens. But a contrary 
Faction prevailed aeainft this young Heroe, and inflead of fiic* 
ceeding to his Wim, he was put into Prifbn by the Efboriy 
thofe Checks upon the Regal Authority fin Sparta \ where he 
was ftrangled, for having contrived Things prejudicial to his 
Country ; fuch was their Injuftice and Corruption ! The Beha^ 
viour of this Prince at his Death, is worthy Obfervation : The 
Executioner was ftruck with Concern that {o much Virtue fhould 
foffcr by a Cabal of Villains, in fo glorious an Attempt ; Weep 
not my Friend, faid he, for me, for (ince I die contrary to Law 
jmd Juftice, I delerve to be envied more than they that have 
condemned me. 

And when his Enemies had the Inhumanity to put his Mother 
and Grandmother to Death, they both behaved with great For- 
titude j the former feeing the dead Bodies of her Mother and her 
Son, prefented her Neck to the fatal Cord, (for they were exe- 
cuted firft,) and died with this tender Wifti for her cruel Coun- 
try, At kaft, faid flie, I hope This may be of Service to Sf§rta! 
Thus fell this Patriot in fo tender an Age, for the Service of his 
People ; and, in my Opinion, died a more glorious Death than he 
could have done after a long Life fpent in continual Conquefls. 
He feemed to have gained the moft difficult Vidory in the Prime 
of Youth, That over Himfelf. • 

And now I am upon Sfarta^ I muft not omit one Particula - 
rity in the Life of Lycurgus, whom I have mentioned more 
than once already, which Ihews the Gentlenefs of his pifpojl- 
rion, and his Aflfwionfor his Fellow-Citizens: When this Le- 
giilator had publiihed that Law which Agis (as I have related 
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above) endcavodred to revive, and for which he loft bis Life, 
sc created (as is eafy to conceive) no fmall Difturbance amongft 
the Wealthy and Mighty ; infomuch that one Day, by their 
Means, there was a Tumult raifed about the Law-giver, as he 
appeared on the publick Place ; and in this Riot, a young Man, 
pamed Akander, in the Violence of his Rage, pat out one of 
the Eyes of Ljcurgus with a Stick. The Legiflator made no 
Complaint, noriaid one fingleWord, butlSiew'd his bloody mang^ 
kd Face to the People. The Lacedemonians, who had really then a 
Fund of Probity, althoi^h carried to Extravagancies by their 
Paflion, were afhapied and confounded to fee their Legiikcor 
treated in this manner by their Violence, and therefore they im« 
mediately feizcd u^on Akander^ and delivered him up to Lycur* 
gus^ to do juft as he fiiould think proper wkh him ; and they 
themfelves asked his Pardon. This ^eot Man took the moft 
glorious Revenge upon Akander ; that is, he oiade him Icnfifakf 
of his Fault, he carri^ him to his Houfe, and commanded him 
CO attend him for fbme tin^o Thus the young Man ibon difco« 
yered the Merit of the Perfoo he had fb cruelly injured, and 
^nfequently his own Crime ; and from admiring, he foon fell to 
imitating him; and when Z^^^r^^ difmifled him, he wenta«« 
way as gentle and temperate a Youth, as he had been before 
beadftrong^ rafh and violent. 

The next Perfonvvho (hall come under our Confiderationt 
ihall be a Sicilian^ a Man of fiich Accomplifliments as I think 
are hardly to be furpa(7ed in ancient Hiftory ; I mean the re* 
nowned T)ion : In nim we fhall obferve many Branches of tfaoc 
Af{e<3:ion which all good M^n have for their Native Land« 

Sicily, like all fmall Iflaods inhabited by an inconftant 
and divided People, and with no Force at Sea, was conftantly 
fubjei^ either to foreign Invafions or Infults, or to domeftidc 
Treachery and Tyranny ; and few People are to be met with in^ 
Hiftory, who have oftner regained tbdr Liberty, and oftncr Idft 
it again* At the Time I am now fpeaking of. ^miyjms had 
uiurped the Sovereign Power, and reign'd in Syracufe, theCqrf* 
ifii of the Ifland, with a moft De^tick and Arbicrary Sway : 
^hn was Brother to a Lady whom this Monarch bid married, 
and M^as a young Man of great Quality and Fortnoe in the liland, , 
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much in Favour with the Tyrant; by the greateft good Fortune 
in the World, the famous Tlato came to Syracu/e; ••It (cems, 
*• (feys Plutarch,) as if Providence intended by that to lay 
•* the Foundations of the Liberty of that People : '* for fo in 
cffefl: it proved ; for Dion imbibed foch a Tindure of Virtue 
from the excellent Precepts of that Philofophcr, that his Mind 
fi>on became prepared for fuch an Enterprize as that was, of 
delivering Syracufe from Tyranny. He diid not, however, en- 
tertain any fixed Thoughts of it, till the younger Dionyjius as- 
cended the Throne of Syracufe ; and he firft had the Patience 
to fee whaher there was any ProipeA of bringing the young 
Tyrant into the Paths of .Virtue ; particularly as at that Time 
TSionyJtus had Tlato with hhn, and conceived an inexpreflible 
Fondnefs for him : But he foon found that Dionysus fell in- 
to the Snares of his Flatterers, who incited him to all forts 
<jf Wittkednefi, and confequently to an ill ufe of his Power : 
The Breach then in a Ihort time grew wide between Dion and 
dris Prince, who (bon after banim*d him from Sicily. It was 
was not long before Dion (who was retired to Greece, where 
he had received aH the Honours due to his Merit,) found a 
proper Time; and to this Purpofe he hired a fmall Body of 
Troops at his own Expence, and embarked for Sicily. 

I SHALL not enter into the Particulars of this Expedition, 
but iiall proceed to obferve, that fuch was the Ingratitude of 
the Inhabitants of Syracuft to this great Man, that even before 
the Tyrant's Power was quite deftroy'd, and whilft his Troops 
were ftill in Syracufe , they, upon falle Suggeftions and vile Ima- 
grnations, drove Dion and his fmall Band of faithful Soldiers 
out of the Town ; They made one of his Perfonal Enemies 
Admiral of Sicily without his Privity, regardlefe of the Hazard 
ami Expence Dion had been at for their Sakes. This Hcroe 
ihew'd true Magnanimity and Affc<9ion for his Country under 
fiich Treatment ; for wnen the Inhabitants of Syracufe^ upon 
bis Complaints, had taken away the Admirallhip from Hera- 
elides, (for that was the Name of his Enemy,) he called him 
to him, and having gently reprimanded him^ created him again 
Admiral, before the whole People afTembled for that Purpofc, 
and advifed the People to pay him the fame Honours as to him-* 
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ifelf. And when his ungrateful Citizens -had forced him and his 
Soldiers to leave the Town, he ftill forgave them ; for as foon 
^s ever the Troops of "Dionyjius perceived the Folly of the Si* 
xilians^ they Tallied out upon them from the Citadel, fet fire to 
^he Town, and killed and plundered whatever they could find. 
Jn this fatal Extremity there was no Refource but tDiom To 
Jiim therefore and his Troops the Syracufeans fcnt, and own'd 
their Folly and Ingratitude. His Behaviour upon this Occadoa 
'iwas very fine : Senfibly touched with the deplorable State of 
JSyracufe^ he rcfolved to forget their ill Ufagc, and to relieve 
them.; but he was aihamcd to ask the Aid of his Troops who 
thad met with fuch Treatment^ and had not the fame Motives to 
forgive it. However, upon the Arrival of thefe Deputies, the 
Soldiers flock'd about him, (for T)oth he and they were encamp- 
f d in the Territory of the Leontims^ not far from Syracufe^ 
whither thefe faithful Txoops had followed him, and guarded 
him from the Iiifults of his Citizens, who would have attacked 
him in his Retreat;) ^ion rofc up in themidft of theAilembly 
of LeontineSy and of thefe Soldiers, and as foon as he would 
have fpoke, burft into Tears : His Troops upon this, exhorted 
him to fpeak ; at length he told them, ^' That he could not cx» 
" peA they ihould lend their Succour to fuch an ungrateful City, 
" out that for his Part he could not deliberate in the leaft, his 
^^ Refolution was to help bis Country, or periih with it; but 
^ that whether their Compaffion would move them once more 
*^ to forget their ill Ufage and fave Syracufe^ or whether they 
*^ would do nothing more for it, he ftill implored the Bleffing 
^' and Rewards of the Immortal Gods upon them for their paft 
^^ Fidelity and Services.*' In fine, the Refult was, that they 
immediately prefs'd him to march at their Head to relieve the 
Town. 1 he Tyrant was at lafl driven out, and Syracufe re- 
ftored to Libercy ; for Dion never pretended to the Sovereign 
Power, more than the Laws allowed him. He continued all 
his Life in a conflant Courfe for the Publick Good ; and there is 
biit one Crime to reproach him with, and of which he himfelf 
feverely repented : The very Heraclides^ whom I have before 
mentioned, had many times manifefled his Ill-will and mon- 
(Irous Ingratitude to him, and Dion had as often pardoned him, 

altho' 
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altho' many of his Friends preflcd hfm to rid Syracufe of fb* 
troublefome a Villainy, to which he often reply'd, with a true* 
Greatnels of Soul, ^' That other Generals paflcd their Time in 
^* perfedtog themfeives in Arms, but that he had been^a grcac 
" while with Tiato and his Sec^, (that is ih^ Academy) to learn 
^^ to conquer Anger, Envy and Obfttnacy, and he thought Re- 
'* v^nge a mean and bale Paffion; Muft ^ion fully his Virtue, 
*^ becaufe Heraclhdes is a Villain ?** f^ By Kealbning in this 
manner, he long fparcd his^ Life ; but at laft, tired out with^ 
his* ill Ufagc, and finding him a continual Obllacte to the 
Form of Government he defired to eftabKlh at Syracufe^ he ar 
laft confented to his Death. My Author obferves, he was never 
eafy after, but conftantly felt the Stings of Confcience. This 
Action ftill confirms my Aflertion in the former Pait of this 
Treatife, viss^ The unequal Chara<3«r*of the Heathen Virtues, 
for a Chrtftian fo perfe^ in other Points, as Dion was, could 
nevep have been guilty of fuch a Murder, upon any Account or 
Provocation whatfoever ; this great Perfon was at laft bafely kil- 
led by the Treachery of a Villain whom he thought his Friend, 
\^ho made» ufe of fome mercenary Soldiers iot this inhuman 
Purpofe. 

There tvas hardly ever a more formnate General amongft 
tbe Athenians^ than Cimon ; none ever humbled more the "Per^ 
Jians amongft all the Greeks^ until the Time of Alexander. He 
conftantly ftiew'd a moft inviolable AfFedion for his Country ; 
and befides feveral other Inftances I could name, he was parti^ 
cularly kind to his Citizens, in letting them partake of thofe 
great Fortunes which he was Mafter of, chiefly by his glori- 
cus Vi<9:ories over the Bariarianr. It feemed as if he thought 
tliat he poflcfled them only for their Ufe and Service. In the 
firft Place, he took away all Inclofures, ^c. from his Lands and 
Gardens, that all the neceffitous^/^^/TM^x, and Strangers who 
ihould be under the fame Misfortune, might freely go in and ga-* 
tUcr what they yvanted or lik'd; every Night (for 'we are to ob- 
ferve, that was the chief Time of Eating, amongft both Greeks 
uid Romans,) there was a good Repaft prepared for a great Num- 

+ Elut* in Dion, • 
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bcr of Perfons, and all the Poor were welcome ; whea he walk^ 
cd the Streets, he was always followed by a great Number of 
Servants well cloarhed, and whenever he met any poor Man, be 
made one of his Servants change Cloatbs with him ; and befides 
this, his Attendants always had Orders to carry a good deal of 
Money with them, and whenever they perceiVM a poor Ckiztn, 
who feemed to be an honeft Man, Cimon had commanded them to 
thruft fome Money intb his Hand, without being obfervcd and 
ieen ; and by that Means to make the Gift doubtly welcome. 
And it is not to be fuppofed that this was done to flatter the 
People, fince he had already arrived at the greacefl Honours 
and Conunand that could be ^xpd£led in Athens. Nor was this 
Money acquired by finifter Methods, for it was the honeft Fruit 
of his Vii9:ori€S ; for he was always incorruptible. 

I SHALL ackl but one mxt GlrcamftaiKe^ to fliew how this 
great Man was Qu^JY) eftecmed by his Cou!rtrymen:He, as 
many others, was baoiihed by the Law of ihtOftraciJm, of which 
I have before made mention; but notwithllanding this, upon a 
War which the Athemans were engaged 'va\ he repaired to their 
Army in the Day of Battle ; bar thoie who commanded it for-* 
ced him to retire as a baniflied Man : Upon this, a feled Body 
of his Friends beg'd of iiim Xi^ leave with them his compleat 
Suit of Armour ; this they placed in the midft of their Battalion, 
and bravely loft their Lives round xt. 

W s are now come to take Notice of Telo/iJar and Tbih* 
jpemen ; we fliall begin with the firft, of whom we have only this 
to lay, that he was at the Head of a moft bold Cenfptracy to de^ 
liver Thebes^ his Country, from the Tyranny of cbe Lacedem^ 
nioMSy who had iurpriled it by the Means of Th^bidds^ as has 
been before obferved. The Con(J>iracy was contrived with great 
%)irit, and executed with thd utmoft Bravery, fuch as became 
Men concerntd in To important a Cauie ; he behaved himfelf, 
daring his whole Life as a True Patriot, and fell at la(t in the 
Servtoe of his Country, 

PuiLopoEM£i4 was one of the laft Heroes we find inGV^^r^; 
for fooa after it fell under the Dominion of Ron$e, and then 
there was little Opportunity left for any Anxiety or Care of 
Liberty. He was always at the Head of the League of Achaia, 

and 
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and did all that lay in his Power to prcfcrve the Liberty, and 
keep up the Spirits of Greece ; at laft, in an Adion againft the 
Mejpmians^ when he was drawing towards the Verge of Life, his 
extreme Care for his Soldiers, who were overpowered by the 
Enemy, was the Cau(e of his being t^en, and carried bound as 
a Captive to Mejfene ; for he was the laft who endeavoured to 
make his Retreat: When he was brought into Mejfene, he had' 
there fome perfonal Enemies, whofe Influence was lb great as to 
have him caft into a Dungeon and condemned to Death. His 
Behaviour in his laft Moments, is as remarkable for its- great 
Tranquillity^ as for his affciftionate Care for his Countrymen j for 
when the Executioner carried him the Poifon, (which was the 
Means of Death made ufe of for Men of Falhion in Greece^ as 
appears by Hiftory,) he found him lying on his Cloak j ^A/- 
kj^cepien ieeing him, raifcd himfelf a little, took the Cup in his 
Hand, and asked the Executioner, if he knew whether the young 
Troopers that were with him were in Safety ? And upon his 
anfwering, that he was informed that they had all efcaped; he 
gave him a gentle Look, and bowed his Head to thank him, ** For, 
•• fays he, you tell me good News, we are not then unfortunate 
*• in every Thing!" He then drank the Poilbn, laid not a Word 
more, laid himielf down quietly again on his Garment, and loon 
after eipired. . * • 

Amongst thofe G;w>fx which I had undertaken to give 
fome Account of, I have already mentioned Tericles and jlge^ 
Jilaus at the beginning of this Chapter, and in the former. I 
feafl no\v therefore proceed to the Rowans^ which I have fe- 
lcd:e4 ; of thefc I have already taken notice of Fabius Maxi^ 
musi I now come therefore* to. Taubis Emilius^ under whofe 
Conducft the Romans deftrpy'd the formidable Empire of the Ma^ 
cedonians. He indeed, like all the reft of the great Men amongft 
them, gave into that qnjoft Scheme of Conqueft ; but as they 
were ,edocated fo, and taught to believe it one of the greateft 
Services they could do to Rome, in fine, as it was, as one may 
(ay, a Precept of Morality peculiar to the Romans, and as they 
always found fome Pretences for it, they are in fome mealure 
cxculable ; thofe that began and cftablilbed the Maxim, were the 
aoftto blame. Befides many great and glorious Vii^ories, where* 
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by which he aggrandized his Country, VPanlus Emilius flicvred a 
fingular AfFedion for it in that Prayer, which, according to VeU 
leius Taterculus, he made before the People (the Day before 
his Triumph) without the Gates of Rome : •• He earneftly in- 
*^ treated the Gods, that if they difipproved of his great Succefs 
" and looked upon it' with a jealous Eye, ( whereby wx may 
*' obferve what ftrattge Ideas thefe Pagans had of the Divinity,) 
*^ that they would vouchfafe to let fall their Indignation upon 
*' him and his Family, rather than upon the Republick, and let That 
^^ be fecure by his Calamities/' \Deos immortales freeatns eft^ 
(lays Velleius^ ut fi quis eorum invidereP o^ribus ac Fortuna 
fu^\ in iffumfothsjkvirent^ quam in Rempibticamf 

As for the Two Cato'Sy the Cenfbr was certainly a Man ex* 
ceflively attached to the Good and Welfare of Rome^ and Y^y 
anxious about the Chaftity^ Temperance and Greatnefs of his 
Countrymen, and firmly refolved to root out all Corruption: 
In fine, he is Ipoken of by Hiftorians as the perfed Image of 
Virtue j but there are two or three Things in his Charaifter 
which difpleafe me much. He was, in the firfl: place, a true 
Humourift, abfblutely Angular in his Opinions^ which yet (fome 
of them at lead) were nont of the moft extraordinary : Then,, 
in the next Place, be had ibme Maxims in Life, which I cannot 
approve of, and which, perhaps, may come under our Exami- 
fiation in the Courfe of this Work ; but the principal Thing, and 
which regards our prelent Subje<9:, is, I think, very unjuftifiablc, 
but ftill mews his extreme Affedion for his Country. 

Thb Carthaginians y after two long and bloody Wars, the laft 
of which provea fatal, had enjoyed fome Years of Peace, but in 
a Siace of Humiliation ; they at length began to recover their 
Spirits, tho' not (as far as I can perceive by Hiftory,) to be any 
ways formidable to Rome:, yet Cato had it firmly fixed in his 
Opinion, that the Ramanr could Bevec be in perfe<3 Security, 
wbilfl: there were the leaft Remains of Carthage ; and he was fo 
bent upon its total Deftrudion, that whenever he gave hk Opi-- 
nton, or (poke in the Senate, \ti it be upon any Subjed: what<^ 
foever, he always concluded, jfio ^Delenaam ejfe Carthaginem— - 
It is my Opinion Carthage ought to be deftroy^d. Was this 
reconcileabie to theStridoefs of his Virtue, to extirpate a People 
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bectc^ they might perhaps be once more a Match for Rome ? 
Yet this Advice was what the Romans did follow ibme time af* 
ter in a icaadaious Manner. 

A s for the younger Cato^ the Defcendant of this Ccnfor, his 
Story is io wetl toownj and his Chara<fler is fo well drawn in 
the nobleft Dramatick Performance known unto this Time in this 
Nation, that I ftiali forbear dwelling long upon it; I fhall only 
obferre, that from bis whole CoDdudt he ieems to have been a 
better Man than his before-mentioned Apceftor, in every re- 

The elder Brutus has already come under our Notice; the 
younger I fliall fay little of, for he is too well known for me to 
dwell upon ; to him his great Anceflor had left the Extirpation 
of Tyranny as a Debt in the Family i*- And I muft give it as 
my Opinion, that he feems to have been a mod excellent Per- 
ion ; and that both before and fince his Confpiracy againd Cr- 
ySr, his Condu^ was fuch, that it appears he had nothing in 
View but the Liberty and Profpcrity of his Country, and had 
DO private Views or Paflions to fatisfy ; on the contrary, I am 
convinced, that it was with Relu<9:ance and Concern, that he 
was forced by his Principles to attack the Life of Cafar, who' 
certainly loved him j and for that reafon, a Man pofleflcd of fo 
many Virtoes as Marcus Brutus was, could not but love him 
in return, for a virtuous Man cannot be ungrateful ; b^t when 
there was only this Choice, to preferve the Life of Cafar, and 
fo continue the Slavery of his Country, or deftroy this Con- 
queror, and free Rome^ this generous Roman thought there 
coatd be no room for • HeTitation, and fo undertook a Deed, 
which, through the Corruption of the Romans, was far wide of 
its defir'd Succefs. 

I H A y fi now, in as ibccin^ a manner as po/Tible, made it 
plain, by enumerating the different Methods in which the great 
M?n I have fckded did lerve their Country, that all the Virtues 
were put in nA) in ditf{eren( Perfons, and H)mecimes in the fame, 
to this great End; and I have ihewn, that they thought no- 
thing too nrach for their Country, I fliall now, as bricny as I 

♦ Plutarch. 
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can, Ihew the Reader how Men,* whofc Cfaaradrer was fir ftom 
being virtuous in other Points, yet all concurred in this one Af- 
fedion, viz. of contributing what they could, cither to the Eafe, 
Welfare^ or Reputation of their Native Land. 

Themistocles I have already taken Notice of, who altho' 
he was not of that exaA Probity, yet he was not abfolutely a 
bad Man : Akibiades^ therefore, is a great Infiance of this, who, 
given up to Luxury, ipd immerfed in Debauchery, and foil of 
apparent Pride and Vain-glory^ yet in one particular Inftancc, I 
think, Ihew'd plainly, that he had in his Breaft a true Afre<3:ion 
for his Country : There is riot, . perhaps, in any Hiftory, (b 
f Extraordinary a Peribn as Aklblades^ nor whofe Life is mixed 
with greater Variety. He joijied the greateft Valour, and even 
Science of Military Affairs, with the mod luxurious Temper that 
can be imagined. His Paflions' and his immoderate Ambition 
had been the Source of feveral evil Counfels he had given the 
Athenians, and at other times the Spring of many valuable Ser- 
vices^ fo that he was by turns hated and belov'd, banifh'd^nd re- 
caird, and at laft banifli'd again.:|: During his laft Exile, he 
was informed that the Athenian Fleet was fituated near the Place 
where he refided ; this he rightly judged to be from the Incapa* 
city of their Commanders ; forgetting therefore all Refentmeoc 
^ainft Athens^ he takes Horfc and comes in all hafte to the 
Fleet, and reprefents ftrongly to the Admirals how they might poft 

♦ There cannot be, I think, a more remarkable Inftance of the Lovc.of his Coun- 
try in a Man who was wide of Perfeftion, th^n in Antipater^ who had been one of 
jnexander*s Captains, and was made Regent of Macedon ; who at' his Death, infteadt of 
naming his Son Cajjander to fticceed him^ apjpointed Pvly/pirchoftj one of the ancienteft 
Officers of their deceafed Hcroe, to rule the Empire in his room, only becauie he ber 
lieved it would be more for the Advantage of Macedon ; not that Gqjjatmr was abfolute- 
ly worthlefs, but, as being younger, had lefs Experience, Thus Gciba in Tacitus faysj 
Auguftus in Dcmio fiucejjorem guafmt ; Ego in RffubUtd. For the former Account, fee 
Diodar^ and Pktdnh in Pbodon. 

t When I fay Extraordinary, I mean for the Singularity of his Talents, for he had 
a wonderful Difpofition of Conforming with Eafe to the Manners of thofe he liveil a • 
mongft 5 with the Ptrfiam he was more pompous and luxurious than they were. If pof- 
fible ; with the Spartans he was temperate and kborious, always praifing their Difci- 
{i^ine ; with the Thraciam be was for ever on Horfeback, and ^ve bimfelf to Drink9g» 
tor fuch M^as the Genius and fuch ^c Cuftoms of that People. 
X Plut. in Alcib. 
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themlelves to more Advant^e, and be in greater Security ; they, 
like all ignorant, prefanaptuous Men, received his Advice with 
Difdain, and even with Rudenefs, and bid him retire; he there- 
upon went away, and left them to their own Folly : And immedi- 
ately Zx/SfW^^r, who commanded the Lacedemonian Fleet, (for 
it was during the famous Teloponnefian War) gained a compleat 
Vii^ory over \\\txsLZX.^go$Totamos^zxidL having deftroy'd their 
Naval Force, majj^-himielf Mailer of Athens : All this might 
have been prevented, had Alciblades been believed. 

To Alcibiades we may join SyLla\ one who coft more Blood 
to the Romans than any before him, except his Rival Marius. 
Yet thi5) very Man /hew'd a rcfpcd for the Roman Name, for 
the Glory of their Arms, and the Increafe of their Power ; for 
being einploy'd in the War againft Mithridates^ all the Cruelties 
and lujuliicc of his Enemies againft thofc of his Party could 
not force him home, until he had fettled the Affairs relating to- 
that War, iq fuch a manner as was ^reeable to the Greatnels 
and Majefty of Rome. 

We muft not omit Sertorius^ one of the greateft Generals we 
read of in the Roman Story. This Captain deferves that we 
flK)tdd ftop one Moment to confider his generous Love of his 
Country, and his other good Qualities : Not that he was of that 
eminent Virtue as thofe I have firft taken notice (Jf ; but yet he 
was not of fo vicious a Difpofition as Alciblades^ nor {o inhuman 
aa one as Sylla. He was of that Party of the Republick whichr 
was oppofed to this factious Roman ^ and found it neceffary to 
retire into Spain ; his Behaviour was fuch in that Part of the 
World, as to gain him the univerfal Efteem of all thofe Barba^ 
rians^y but luch was his Magnanimity, and fuch his Care for 
Rome^ that he never advanced any of the Spaniards into any of 
his great Pofts, or ever trufted them with any of the chief Com^ 
mands in his Army, altho' at the lame time his chief Strengths 
was evidently in their Troops. So far from this, he made all 
tfao/e of his own Party (who were forced to be abfent from Rome 
for the fame Reafbn that he was,) principal Officers and Gover- 
nors of Towns J and he frequently lent word to Metellus and 
^ompey^ (who were always vanquifli'd by him in the Field, by 
his grieat Soperioiity in the Art of War,)^ that if he were pert*. 
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mitted to retire as a private Man to R^me^ he would quit 
the high Command and Power which he had in Spain ^ for cbat 
he rather chofe to be in the lowed Station in his own Country, 
than the Chief in Greatnefs elfewhere. His Behaviour, as to 
Mithridates^ is an evident Proof of his Tendernds for the. Ho* 
nour of his Country : This King of TontuSy who had been long 
a formidable Enemy to the Romans^ juftly thought that if he 
could join with Sertoriusy who was then making Head againft 
the Roman Power, then they Two, who were beyond Contra^ 
didion the greateft Generals in the Worlds ihould foon diftrels 
the Republick, and bring it at leaft to honourable Terms : He 
therefore lent an EmbafTy to Sertorius^ offered him very great Suc- 
cours, and propofed making a Treaty of Alliance with him up< 
on this Conaition, That Mitbridates fliould enjoy that Part of, j^jia 
quietly, which he had yielded to Sylla by a late Agreement, 
Upon thefe Propofals, Sertorius afTembled his Senate, all com- 
pofed of Romans y who were unanimoudy of Opinion that he 
fhould accept the Offers : No, anfwered that General, I cannot 
confent to it ; the Power of Rome muft increafe, not diminifli 
by my Vidories ! and thus he abfolutely refufed the Conditions. 
When Mitbridates was informed of this true Roman Spirit, What 
Laws, cry*d he, will Sertorius lay down for us to obey, when 
in the midft df the Roman Senate, if, baniihed as he is up- 
on the Borders of the Atlantick Ocean, he refhles to accept 
our Friendfhip if we attack AJia ? Mitbridates^ however, fub- 
mitted to his Terms. 

A FT Eft. what has been laid before the judicious Reader in this 
Chapter, he will not 1>e furprized to find in all the Writings of 
the Ancients, the ftrongeft Notions of the Love of their Country 
inculcated, and this Afftcftion expreffed where-ever it could pom* 
bly be expeded; in Cicero's Letters particularly, we may^dbfervc 
it in the greateft Force. In thefe precious Remains- of Afiti* 
quity, (perhaps fome of the moft valuable extant, for we fmd 
many Things in them which are very e/Tential to the Hifbfy 
and the Cuftoms of thole Times, flot found elfewhere,) we fee as 
it were the very Soul of that great Man, and of all thofe vrho 
were his Corrcfpondents. I fliall not dwell long upen hii Man- 
ner ; that is well known td be ih^ mofl bdautifal ir« cm fiad 
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among the Ancients ; but his Sentiments, and the Pains he takes 
to bring others into them, arc particularly much worthy our No- 
tice. 

This Perfonage (whom I have purpofely omitted till now, 
that I might have the more Time to give him that Regard which 
)& his due,) is well enough known for his Affcdion for his Coun- 
try ; his extreme Vigilance in prefcrving it from the dangerous 
Conlpiracy of Catiline, and for all the Virtues of his Life ; but 
perhaps his Letters are lels known. There cannot be any Thing 
Dctter written in the Epiftolary Way ; they are free and cafy, and 
fall of that Oratory which was natural tp Cicero. 

With what Force and Elegance does he exhort C»ri(7, and 
fome other turbulent Spirits, whom he forefaw would run into 
C£fdr's Mealures ! With how much Art does he penuade them 
to their Duty, and to fcrve* in all Rcfpeias the Republick!* 
With how much Strength and Energy does he lament to Sulpi- 
dns. Marcelius, fSc the Lofs of the Roman Liberty at Thar- 
Jalia ! With how much Tenderneft and Oratory does he com- 
fort his afflided Friends, oppreflcd by the Vidorious Party, 
and deje<aed for the Lofs of the Republick ! With how much 
natural Beauty and unafTcded Art does he make it his Study 
to fijc ^olabella^ Tlancus and Leftdus^ Sec. in a true Affec- 
tion for their Country ! In ihort, nothing can go beyond the 
Merit of tbefe Pieces ; and I mull confefs, there is nothing in 
all Antiquity which delights me more. Quotations would be 
endlefs, and would fwell this Chapter to an immenfe Size : The 
karned Reader may himfelf confiilt his Epillles, ^J Familiares 
^ adAlticumi and I am confident, his Pleafiire wilt amply re- 
ward him for his Pains. And it is not only in his Letters that 
the Roman Orator has exprefled his Sentiments, relating to the 
Love of his Country ; almoft all his Works bear ample Teftimo- 
ay of the Purity of his Affcdions. 

This gfeatMan however has been taxed with being too Timid 
ttd Luke-warm, before and after C£far\ Vidory ; but if we 

*' He expreflcs his AfFedion for his Fellow Citizens in the ftrongtft Terms, in bia 
Letter to his Friend Patmy (Book ^ Letter 24. od Famil.) diefe are his Words, Sit tiU 

mPaUy perfaadcy m ^es mffifyfu nihil aliud ^gen mini curmt^ mfitafmiCiusJahili- 
krifuefmt, 
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are to do Juftice to the Memory of any one, we ought to con- 
fefs, as far as appears by Hiftory, and by the Letters I have men* 
tioned, that had thofe Romans, whom he fo earneftly and fo em- 
phatically perfuades to their Duty, been as folicitons and as care- 
ful in Reality for Liberty, and the Good of Rome as he was, the 
Freedom of its Citizens might have been preferved, or reco- 
vered.' 

To me, his whole Condud appears wife and honeft; he was 
not by his Profeffion or natural Temper inclined to Arms, but 
his Advice was to be r^arded ; he was always for compounding 
Matters with defar, at ieaft until the Republick was able to fu- 
ftatn the Shock of fuch a General, and fo Veteran an Army ; and 
and he well knew that a Vidory was Cafar's Dcfire, and the Dc- 
ftrudion of Rome. Now he eafdy forelaw that Tompey, the Con- 
fuls, ^c. were quite unprepared ; and therefore rationally belie- 
ved that Cjefar's Party would prevail. When this did happen, he 
was abfolutcly againft the Renewal of the War in Africk, under 
Sclpio and Juba : For, fays he, how (hould a broken and defeat-, 
cd Party be able to do any Good, when, with all our Forces, we 
were beaten at Thar/alia ? As to killing himfelf, his Reafbn nor 
his Philolbphy would not give him Leave, (bccaufe he did not 
jud^e it to be a proper Call ;) he therefore nwde his Peace with 
Cajfary lived quietly under him, and employed his Intereft with 
this Clement and Humane Vitftor, (for liich he was) to reftore his 
Friends, and put them in PofTeflion once more of their Country 
and their Fortunes ; and Cafar^ who knew his Worth, loved and 
honoured him; and from thence Cicero doubted not but in Time 
to prevail upon him to do as much for the Republick, as his own 
Intereft would permit him. Was not this adii^ like a good Pa- 
triot, and a truly wife and prudent Man ? 

And not only in Cicero's Writings do we find this Love of 
their Country ; but, as I faid before, in all the Works of the An- 
cients, which, I think, it is now (uperfluotis to enumerate. 

That Mankind Ihould be thus attached to their refpedive 
Countries, may not appear perhaps fo very wonderful ; but what 
ihall we then fay to a Man, and to a People, who made it their 
greateft Pleafure to free Nations from Slavery, to which they had 
Ao immediate Relation, nor had any Obligations to perform fiich 
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:gCDeroiis AdioQS. But this we find in the famous Timoleon^ 
whom I have l)eforc naentioncd, v^4ia, ac the Head of the G?-» 
rlnthians^ delivered Syracufe from Tyranny. This fUuftrious 
Greek has before teen fpoken of as he delervcs ; he and his Fel- 
low-Citizens can never be enough commended^ for when the 
Corinthians under his Condu<2 had freed Sicily. irom Oppreflion, 
they never offered in the lead to poflcfs it, or make it iubjod to 
Corinth^ bur left it entirely to the Liberty and PoflTeffioh of its 
Natives^ and Timoieon pafled his Days there in the general E- 
ileem and Veneration* being looked upon as long as he lived 
as their Father, and their Guardian God.* 

The gre« Aratus, General of Acbaia, and Telofidas with 
the Ihebans, are taken Notice of in Hiftory, for the iaaie Affec- 
tion for the Liberty of others, and for fcveral glorious Exploits 
on iiich Occafions; 

This (hews what I laid before, that the Greeks in general (eem to 
have been much leis defirous of Conquefl than the Romans ; and 
really Gr^^^^ has been more conftant in producing true Patriots; for 
almoftall the great Lovers of their Country, alnK>(lalithoievvfaofo 
remarkably fliine in Hiftory upon that Account amongft the Ro* 
mans, are to be found before .thok State was either what wc call 
Poliflied, or had attittned to any Pitch of Grandeur^ and at the 
Time that fiich Virtues were abfolutely neceflary to their very 
Exiftence ; but the Grieks were ibon polite, ana yet had Num-i 
bers of Men of ibe utmoft Virtue and Probity, long after they 
were famous for Arts as well as Arms. The Romans indeed had 
fbme great Men, and true Lovers of their Country, even in the 
Worft Times ; but then they were rare, and decreafcd as the 
Empire increaled The Romans were, by the Situation and Na- 
ture of their State, and by Education, Soldiers % and as long as 
they had wherewithal t6 employ their Talent, they profper'd, 
and whatever Diffentions or Feuds they had at home, they all 
Anited againft the common Enemy ; but when all Enemies were 
fubdued, they quarrel'd with one another^ forgot their Patriotifm; 
firft deftroy'd their Virtues, and then, by a natural Gradation^ 
themfelves. 

Before I end this Article,- 1 muft not defraud the Ladies 
t>f the Praiie thac is due to them \ they have in ancient Hiftory 
* Set ?lut. in Timl 
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given many Proofs of moft fublime Virtues, and amongft' others- 
of a ftrong AfTedion for their Country ; our of. many Exam--- 
pics, I Ihall felc<3: two or three. 

Camillus, who has come under the Rfeadcr's Notice more 
than once, had made a Vow upon his goit^ upon^ certain Expedi- 
tion, that if he fucceeded, he would make an Offering to Afolh> 
of the Tenth Part of the Spoils ; but either thro* Forgetfulnels, . 
or thro* Bufinefs, this Vow was entirely neglaSfced, and ih& Sol- 
diers and Citizens were enrkhed with^. all th# Plunder of the 
Town he had taketu; but, juft before the Time of his Office cxr 
pired, he recollected this Vow, and made his Report of it to 
the Senate. This auguft and wife Aflcmbly could not then think: 
of any other Way to redify this Matter, than by ifluing an 
Order, that every Perfon^ who had received a Share, fhould \ 
bring exadly the Tenth Part of Vi upon Oath.. This Order 
could not be obeyM without extreme Reludanee, Murmuring, 
and Difficulty, as it is eafy to imagine upon fiich an Occafion, . 
where a Number of People are forced to refund what it may be 
they have already (pent ; but however, it was done, and created 
no little Hatred to Qamillut. But the great Difficulty remained 
behind; for the Senate had decreed, that af the Worth of this 
Money, a large Golden Vafe (hould be made for the Offering to 
A]^ollo\ but it was not poffible at that time to find Gold enough? 
in Rome for fuch a Purpofe, (luch was the Miftrefs of the World 
in her Beginnings.) Tlie Roman Ladies upon this, with great 
Ghearfulnels, and of their own Good- will, gave up all their Or- 
naments and Finery they had of that Metal, of which a Vafe 
was made of the Weight of Eight Talents, (which • I take to • 
be 1400/. Sterling, or fometbifig more) which was all the Gold in 
the Poflcflion of the Fair Sex< then at^ Rome.- The Senate paid ' 
the Ladies the Value of their Gold in M6ney, m Livy tell us;^ 
but Tlutarch izys not a Word of that: Be it as it will, it is a 
a great Inftance of tte generous Spirits of that Sex ai> Rbme^ and 
of their high Aflfedion for their Country ; and may feem the more 
fo now, in an Age when fuch a Value is put, and fiicha Strds is 
laid upon Trifles of that fort. 

Nor are the 4S]^^r^im Ladies lefs to be admired, ^'whea^// 
was entering upon that not^e Schteme which jcoft bim his I^e, 

* Plut. intbiLiferf A%\s. , 
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of putring all Pcrfbn's Lauds upon an equal Foot, according to 
the Regulation of Lycurgus ; for the Queen-Mother of Sj>arta, 
convinced of the Goodnefs of this Defign, as well as all the La- 
dies of her Court, did all they could to make it fucceed ; altho' 
they were poflcls'd of great Fortunes tbemfclves, they made In^ 
tcrcft with all their Friends, and fpoke earneftly to all the other 
Women of Sfarta^ and, in fine, did whatever was in thcr Power 
to forward the Scheme : All the Women indeed did not comfc 
into it fo readily ; but when the Principal of thole of the great- 
^ Quality and Fortunes (and who had mod Intereft to oppofe 
it) did, tnat juftly claims our Wonder and our Praife. 

There is one Inftance more behind, to the Honour of the 
Dames of Sfdrta^ which I muft bring to fupport my Caufe : 
When Brafidas,\ who commanded the Lacedemonian Fleer, had 
4oft his Life during the Telofonnefian War, a Friend of his was 
'lamenting the Lofs of him to his Mother, a Lady of excellent 
Virmes ; and in fb doing he ran out to great Encomiums of him, 
ibr he was indeed a Man of great Integrity, juftice. Valour, 
and, in fliort, of many good Qualities; all thefe his Friend ce- 
lebrated with Keafbn, and concluded by faying, Where will 
Sparta find liich another Man ? The Mother of this great Per- 
fon, inftead of feeming pleated at thefe Expreflions, and joining 
^ith the Friend in thelc Sentiments, replied with fome Warmth, 
1 own my Son was a virtuous and good Man, and worthy of 
4iis Country ; but let us hope^ nay let us be perfuaded, that 
Sparta has many as good as him, and perhaps better! Such . 
were thefe Spartan Women, who were taught to look upon 
every thing as inferior to the Piolperity and Honour of their 
Comitry ! 

I H A V E now fully Ihewn how much the Ancients flitu'd in 
rhe Article before us ; the Reader muft be now convinced, that 
their Country was dearer to them than every thing elfe, and was 
the Source of Numbers of virtuous Atflions and Sentiments which 
they could never have had without this : For, (as I have (aid)| 
not only thofc who were naturally Friends to Virtue, flicw'd theit 
Diipofition to it in this, but many others who were vicious in 

t Piut. 
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every other Point, were virtuous here. But as we are taught by R^a*. 
fon and Religion, that nothing dcferves our Approbation, howgooii4 
foevcr in Appearance, unlefs it be from laudable Motives;, we arc. 
to coufider^ whether this Love, of their Country was upon fuchi 
Foundations as to make it truly Praife-worthy, and of fuch a Na* 
tiirc, as it muft be when found in the Breaft of Chriftians :. That: 
it is founded upon Benevolence, I have /hewn in the beginning of: 
this Chapter^ but (as they pradSlifed. it) upon a very narrow andi 
bounded Benevolence; this is in Ibme'Meafurc a. Proof, that: 
they were ignorant of what ought to be the true Motives whichi 
ftiould produce this AfFecftion, which can be no other than a* 
Love for Mankind, manifefted. particularly to thofe we are born, 
amongft, without Prejudice to all the; reft. I have fhewn, in thc^ 
former Chapter, that neither their Religion, or their Syftem of 
Morality, could give them this with any Certainty ; and accord- - 
ingly we may oblerve, that all their Endeavours were to a^randixc r 
their own Country by the Depreffion of others, except it be fomcr 
ftsf^ States, whofe Circumftances and Kftabliihments did not ea^- 
courage it. 

Bejsi.des this, feveral of the great Min amongfV the aacient: 
Heathens, thought all Artifice allowable to procure the. Eafe- 
and, Profperity of their Country : Now methinfcs,. no one. can.i 
ufe Injuftice to- gain the. Satisfaiftion of an Affei^ion founded, 
upon Juftice, and if he does, he muft ad very inconfiftently. . 
As to the.De/irc of Cmqueft, which I. muft: once more mencioat 
as peculiar to the Romans^ it is ' remarkable, that though they/ 
had fb many virtuous Men amongft. them^ yet none, either by. 
their Writings or Sentiments, have ever endeavoured to fbcw 
the Injuftice of their Countrymen ; it feems as if they had re-«- . 
conciled it to Morality, by Cuftom and Educatioa; fo that the 
making it their conftant Care, and employing their great Quali^ . 
tics to ufurp the Dominion over Mankind, was of no more an . 
immoral. Nature, than a Man's taking pofTedion of an Eftate left^ 
him by his Father. But thole who have fliewn their Affedion 
to their Country by their anxious Care for the Preferyation of. 
Liberty, and have done Numbers of. glorious Adions, fuch as i 
fome I have related, do not feem to fall fo immediately under 
our Cenfure: but here is theQueftion, Whether thofe great Men i 
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(^who were as intelligent, as they were zealous in this Matter. > 
did not plainly know that Liberty is the likelicft and propercu 
Method, to make a People Great, and Mafters of all others ;. 
for the very Care of prdcrvine Liberty, as well as the aifhi^l 
Enjoyment of it, fharpens and ilrengthens the Mind, and is 
produdive of great Anions ; whereas thofe who are funk into 
Slavery, are fupine and negl^ent of their Country as well as* 
of Virtue, as having nothing to lofc, or no Hopes by any Acqui> 
fition to the State ; jud as a. Man of defperate Fortunes is Icfs 
careful of his Money, than one who is in a regular Way of 
Jfcife with a decent and (iifficient Subfiftcnce. 

But he this as it will, wholbever will pleafe to confider what* 
I have laid in my Arft Chapter, will find it difficult to account 
for the noble Adions which have been related, either from their 
Religion or. their Morality, flnce I have made it evident that 
they had no fixed or undoubted Syftem. 

Now if we confider the Gondud of the ♦Chriftian World in* 
this Particular, we (hall he apt to think, that the Chriftian Reli- 

gioa« 

♦ That my Notions of Modem Patriotifimnay not bfe thought"* too fiTvcrci' I think " 
it m;iy be right in me to ftrengthcn my Opinion wkh that of one of our moft emi- 
nent Writers ; and tho* the (Rotation will be fomething long, yet I believe my 
Header will not diffikc it ; for, for ought I know, the Quotations from great Authors 
mav make up the trhief Merit of my Book. — **' When Men (fays Sir R i c H A R o * 
** § T E E L E,) look into their own Bifon», and confider the generous Seeds which * 
***are therein planted, that might, jf rightly cuttvvated, enoble their Lives, and make their ^ 
*^ Virtue venerable to Futurity ; how can they^ without Tears, refleft on the uni- 
*• verfal Degeneracy frt)m that Publick Spirit, which 'ought • to be the firft and • 
" principal-Motive of all their Aftions ? In the Gredanznd Roman Nations, they 
^^ were wife enough to keep up this great Incentive, and it was impoflible to be in the 
** Fafhion, without being a Patriot. All Gallantry had its firft Source from hence; 
** and to want a Warmth for thePublick Welfare, wasa Defc^ fo fcandalous, that 
** he who- was guilty of it, had no Prttence-to Honour or Manhood. What makes 
^* the Depravi^ among us in this behalf the more vexatious and irkfome to refteft upon 
*' is,- that the Contempt of L4fe is- carried' as far amongft us, as it could be in thofe * 
*• memorable People ', and we want only a proper Application of the; Qualities which * 
** are frequent among us, to be as worthy as they'. There is hardly any Man who 
** will not fight upon any Occafion which he thinks may taint his own Honour ;' 
•* Were this Motive as ^ftrong in every thing that regards thePubKck, as it is^in this' 
"our private Cafe, no Man would pafs -his Lifo-aviray, without having diftinguifhed ' 
^^ himfelf byfome gallant Inftance of his Zeal towards it, in thcrefpe^ve Inci- 
^^ dents of his Life and Profeilion ; but it is fo far otherwife, that there cannot at ' 
^ pre&nt be a more ridiculous Animal^ than, one who feems to regard the Good of' 

*^othe»^. 
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giou fubtifts only in outward Profcffioa; for if we conftilc ovtt 

Chriftian Hiftorics, what monftrous Oppreffion do wc meet witk 

,of one Part of a Nation by the other which is in Power! And 

from the firftEkgeneracy of the Chriftians irom their original 

Purity, 

•* others. He, in Civil Life, whofc Thoughts tinjn tipon Schemes which may be ©f 

• *' general Benefit, without further Refkftion, is called a Proje<aor; and the Man 
** whofe Mind fceois intent ypon glorious Atchievements, a Knight-Errant. The 

-** Ridicule among us runs ftrong .againft laudaUe Aftions. Nay, in the ordinaiy 
^* Coui:fe of Things,. ;md the common. Regards of Life, Negligence of thePublick 
** is an Epidemick Vice. The .Brewer in his Excife, the Merchant in his Cuftoms, 

>* and, for ought we know, tlae Soldier in his Mufler- Rolls, think never the worfe 
" of themfelves for being guilty of their refpeftivc Frauds towards the Publick. This 
<^ Evil is come to fuch a fantaftical height, that he is a Man of a Pi^iick Spirit, and 

•«* heroically aflF^ed to his fCountrj;, who can go fo far as even to turn Ufurcr 
'< with ail he has jn her Funds. There is not a Citizen in whofe Imaginatioa 
^ fuch an one does not appear in the fame IJght of %Glory as Codrus^ ^cavola^ 
♦* or any other great Name in OU Rome. Were it not for the Heroes of fo much 
** per Cent^ as have r^rd enough for themfelves and their Nation to trade witji her 
'* with their Wealth, the very Notion of Publick Love would long e*er now have 
** vaniflied from among us. iBut however general Cuftom may.Jiurry us away in the 
** Stream of a common Error, there is .-no ivil, «o Crime fo great, as that of be- 

*** ing cold in Matters which relate to the Common Good. This .is in nothing 
<^ more confpicuous, than a certain Willingnefs .to receive any thing that tends to 
^ the Diminution of fuch as have been confpicupus Inftruments in our Service, 

^^ Such Inclinations proceed from the moft Uw and vile Corniption of which 
<< the Soul of Man is capable. This effaces not only the Pra&ice, but the 
«< very Approbation of Honour and Virtue ; and has had fuch an EfK:<5t, that to 

>< (jpeak finely, the very Senfe of the Publick Good has no longer a Part even in 

^^ our Converfations. Can then the moik senerous Motive of Life, the Good of 
^^ Others be fo eafily faoniihed the Breaft ot Man ? Is it poiSble to draw all our 

^^ Paffions inward ? Shall the boiling Heat of Youth be funk in Pleafures, the 
^^ Ambition of Manhood in felfifh Intrigues ? Shall all that is glorious, all that 

.** is worth the Purfuit of great Minds, be fo cafjy rooted out ? When the uni* 
^f verfal Bent of a People feems diverted from the Senfe of their common Good 
>^ and common Glory, it looks like a Fatality and Crifis of impending Misfor- 
^^ tune. The generous Nations we juft ik>w mentioned^ underftood this fo very 
<< well, that there was hardly an Oration ever made, which did not turn upon 
^< this general Senfe, that the Love of their Country was the firft and moft ei^ 
.^* fential Quality in an honeft Mind. 

^^ Detn^hetuSy in a Caufe wherein his Fame, Re{>utation and Fortune were 
<< embarked, puts his All upon this Iffue ; Let the Atbemam^ fays he, be benevolent 
f * to me, as they think I have been zealous for them.. This great and difeennng 
<^ Orator knew there was nothing elfe in Nature could bear him up agsrtnft his 
*^ Adveriaries but this one Quality, of having fliewn himfelf willing or able to 
" ferve hb Country. This Certainly is the Teft of Merit ; and the firft Foun- 
^^ datKMi for deferving Good-will» ia having it yourfelC The Advoiaiy of this 

** Orator 
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Purity^ down to our Times, how little Regard do we find that 
Men haw had co the Felicity of their Fellow Citizens \ And if at 
any Tiitic there have been fome well-nteaning Spirits, who have 
generoufly> endeavoured" at the Happinds of their Country, they 
have been opprefled by Envy and Malice, and a Bar put to their 
Endeavours. If we caft our Eyes over the whole World, where 
is there a Nation who truly enjoys what is called Liberty , except 
oar own ? And yet in Europe all pretend to be Chriftians, altho' 
eaflaving Mankind be inconfiftent with our Religion. How few 
Ai^ioBS do we meet with which have truly tended to the Good . 
of each People? Even in this Nation where every Body has Li- 
berty in their Mouths, and are conftantly pretending to watch ' 
over it, how fmall a Number there are, even of thofe who are 
continually uneaiy under all Admiiiiftrations, (I do not confine my 
Obiervatioas prccifely to this^Time alone, bat to many Years 
p^ft) who have really the Happinefs and Profperity of Mankind 
at Heart ? They are generally aduated by a Hatred to thofe in 
Power, and a Defire of being Themfelvcs in the fame Situation ; 
and we may> with ereacTrutn make thrs Obfervation; that, in our 
Gays there is a Seffiihiiefs which'MS fo general, that it muft be a 
g^Kat Impediment to publick Good ;« every one is (b eager ro tnceafe 
his own Greatnefs ana Wealth, or fo anxious about the Exaltation of 
bis F«nily, that few have any Thing of publick &)irit, or would 
part wiclvtheleaft Conveniencn or make the leaft Dimunition of 
their Luxnry, to be ufcful to their Country: And even thofe who 
lerve it in any Capacity will not flir a Step, unlefs they are well paid 
for it. Such is our Difpofition who pretend to be, and really 
are, the only free People upon Earth ! How dififerent are our Con* 
dud add Sentiments from the Greeks znd Romans/ 

««* Orator at that Tioir was Mfibws ^ Maa of wily Arts aiW Skillln the World, 
^* wlia could, as Occafion fcrvM, fail in with a National Start of Paffion, or Su!« 
^< knneis of Humoirr, (which a whc^ -Nation is fometimes taken with, as well 
« as a private Man,) and by that Means divert them from their common Senfe, 
^V'into an Av^^ion for receiviug any Thing in its true Light ; but when Demoji^ 
<< henes had awaked his Audience with that one Hint of judging by the general 
^ Tenor of his Life towards them, his Services bore down his Opponent, who fled to 
'^ the Covert of his mean Arts, till fome more iisKVOUcable Occafion flKmld ofier 
^ j^n^ 4be fup^rior Meotof Demjlhimh!* 

Nay 
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N A V, even one of themoft famous jEras of the Love of Li- 
berty, which has been very often exalted to a great Height, 1 
mean che Oppofition to the imprudent Mealiires of the unfortunate 
Charlesl. f (however juft and neceflaryin itfelf) has nor, in my 
Opinion^ all the Marks of true Pacriotilm fo plain and ix> eafily re** 
marked amongft the Aiicients^; nor were all thofcMen <:oncerti- 
cd in that Oppofition, wJio are caUed by fome Second Cato's^^ 
'Brutus's, &c. in the leaft to compare with thole generous Ro^ 
mans: For there was vcvidently in moft ef them a Sjrtrit of 
Fadlion, of Reientment, of Enthufialm, which is iiot to be ob* 
Icrved in thofe Heioes of Antiquity, befides a Littlenefs of Soul^ 
which had Recourfe to bale and low Artifices, to ftir up. the Peo- 
pie and aibei)(e their Enemies, all fcrreign to crueHeroiim; add to 
chis, the Circumftance of Reiigioo, worked tip to the moft vio« 
lent Madnefs, which greatly alters the Calc. In -fine, with^ 
out entring into Particulars, or purftjing farther a Subjed, 
which is too odious.; I (hould be glad to know by what Rules 
I am to judge to declare thofe Men to be ^tiai to iiich as TAo^ 
rion, Ariftides, the Two Cato'^, the Two Brutufs, &c. ? Fot 
as for any Danger they tan into by oppofing the Court, there 
was none ; for they had by dieir Contrivances, and indeed by 
the weak Meafores of the Court, got the Majotity of the 
People on their Side, and had befides for them tfce Reverence 
Avhich is due to a Houfc of Commons. It was much more pro- 
bable that they fliould become Chiefs in a Republick at that 
Time, than that the King fliould ^ver have it in his Power td 
hurt them : And they acquired both Power, Riches and Com* 
mand, by their * Oppofition, which they could not have had 

without 

t In what is litfrc fawl, no Rcfle<9Eion is meanf upon afty Party, fi-ofti any Preju- 
dice, but it is founded merely upon a Confideration of the Fads, for an Adion 

may be right, and tend to good Purpofes, and yet that not be the Dcfign of thofe who 
undertake it. Thus for Inftance, Mr. Secot^^ in the 5th Vol. of the Klemoirs of tht 
Academy des BilUs LeUres^ fhcws us, that Alexander^ Expedition to ^rficy (not td 
India^ &c.) was uftful to Gnea^ but it is to be fuppoKed from his Temper that Ambi- 
tion only was his Motive . 

♦ It is not to be denied but that there are, and have b^n in this NatioA, in all Times, 
true Patriots, and fmcere Lovers of their Country, (particukriy at the Time of that' 
glorious Revolution, to which we owe the prefent BJeffinw we enjoy, by having the au- 
guft Houfe of Hamver for our Sovereigns \ ftom which EpocbCy we maiy date our being 

ill 
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without it. But if fomc true Patriotifm muft be allowed to the 
very beginning of thofe unhappy Commotions, (which indeed I 
do not refufe to grants) what Share of Patriotiftn (all Prejudice 
apart, for I hate the Charai^er of a ftiff Party-Man) is to be al- 
lowed to the Sequel of them, when thole pretended Lovers of 
their Country would not reft fatisfied with the King's Concef- 
fions, but chofe rather to embroil their unhappy Countrymen in 
all the difmal Horrors of a bloody Civil War, bccaufe their Sove- 
reign would not betray his Truft, and luffer his regal Power, and 
the Government, both Civil and Ecclefiaftical, to be quite liib- 
verted, and, in fine, bow his Neck to their Yoke ? And the 
Behaviour of thefe falle Patriots, when in Power, compleats thefr 
Chatadlen For the Truth of all this, 1 appeal to the moft ge- 
nerally received and the moft uncontefted Fadls of thofe Times, 
for I give no heed to the lying Malic6 of Anecdotes. — — I can- 
not recollciJl any Paflage, where I find that the Heroes of Anti- 
quity, tliofe Patrons of Liberty, rejefted advantageous or even 
moderate Terms from their lawful Princes, when at Variance 
with them. »- Julius defar offered Terms be/bre he came to 
open Aopture, 'tis true ; but Cato^ &c. knew full well that their 
Fellow-Citizen had no Right to treat thus with his Country, 
his Bufinefs was to fubmit to her Commands ; but had he beea 
born Emperor, bis Offers would have been accepted as very 
gracious. 

Then as for Cromwell^ who afterwards treated thofe 'who 
pnih'd Matters to fuch Extremity as they defcrved, and got the 
Sovereign Power into his Hands, I am aftonilh*d when I hear 
him mentioned as a great Man ; a great Soldier he was, but to 
become the former, there requires Virtue and Magnanimity, which 
he had not ; He liicceeded by Enthufialm and by low Artifices, 

in all Rcfpcfb the freeft* People in the World j) but really if we are to ^k Truth, 
there are very few true Patriots, in proportion to the Number of thofe v/ha pretend 
to be fo, or in proportion to the Number of Inhabitants of this Ifland j aud this is true 
of all Times. Men \cty often ferve their own bafe degenerated Pafllons, under Pretence 
of ferving their Country : And what is very remarkable here, (and what plainly ihews 
that their Paffions are in a great meafure their Motives,) is this, that a wife, unprejudi- 
ced, impartial Man, who follows his Reafon, and owns that all Men are fallible, and 
therefore that both Parties are fometimes miftaken, is fincerely hated by both. 

Q and 
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and maintained himfelf in Power by fiich mean Arrs ; and as to 
his making this Kingdom formidable, it was owing to the par« 
ttcalar Circumftanccs of Eurapfy and not to him. The Englijh 
were jiift come out of a bloody Civil War, which always creates 
Soldiers, and makes a Nation formidable when it is over^ (ac« 
cording to the Obfervation of an ingenious Modern Author, ) 
and confequently, CromweU was at that time at the Head of a 
Body of excellent Trpops, which were able to be of great Con- 
iequence, on which foever Side he ihould declare in the War 
then between the Houfc of Bourb^m and Auftria. Any one upon 
the Throne, of any nooderate Vigour, might have been full as ter- 
rible. 

T o return to our Love of our Country ; it is certain that no- 
thing can be a greater Incentive to it, than the Chriftian Religion. 
This may be miile clear in very few Words ; for this excellent 
Syftem inculcates Ben evoknce more ftropgly than any before ex- 
tant, both in its very Eflence, and by its Precepts ; for when 
we refle<a that we are all Irom one Origin, all Sons of Adam^ 
and that the only Son of God died to redeem us ail from ever* 
iafting Death, furely we cannot help loving each other,* if wc 
confider this as we ought ; and to whom can that Love be 
fhewn more naturally than to thofe we are born amongft ? And 
this ought to create in us an unblemiihed and pure Afie^on, and 
without thole Faults which I have mentioned in ipeaking erf 
the Ancients ; for we fho^ld confult the Good of our Coimtry, 
without injuring that of others, never be the Aggreflbrs, but on- 
ly repel Injuries; and were all the Chriftian World to be in thefc 
Sentiments, ther^ could be no Wars, for one Side muft be in 
the wrong ; each Country would enjoy its own Eafc and Quiet, 
without molefting the Peace of others ; and each Man, in every 
Station, would earneftly endeavour to procure this Blefling to 
his Countrymen. Then our Saviour and his Apoftles, by all 
their Precepts, and by their Examples, have taught us Benevo- 
lence in the fulleft Manner. The ♦ Golpcl is every where fraught 
with fiich Dodtrine as is moft likely to induce Men to cmti- 

* I forbear Quotations from thence, becaufe I have too good an Opinion of my 
Readers, to think they are ignorant of the moft important Contents of thatfiook whicn 
is alone the Source of all Happinefs. 

vatc 
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vate every Virtue, and become perfed in Moral as well as Re- 
ligious Duty J and amongft thefe, the Love of Mankind, and 
confcquently of our Country, is certainly comprehended. But 
aotvvithftanding all this, it is plain from the Pradlice of the 
World, that this Affeiftion does not fo generally prevail; as it 
would do, were but Men attentive to the ftrong Motives they 
have to this and every other virtuous Sentiment, from the 
noble Rules lard down in that Book, wherein the Will of the 
Aknighty is revealed to us. 
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Chap. III. 

O///^^ Magnanimity of the Ancitnts 
in their AElions and Sentiments. 



TH I S Part of my Jtt^xX^c is of fuch a Nature, there is 
fach an ample Field for Dilcourfc, that were I to purfiie 
it as far as it would lead me, I fhould, I am afraid, tire both 
my Reader and myfelf : For I think the Ancients fo very re- 
markable in this Point, fb far beyond the Moderns, confidering 
the Difad vantages they lay under, that my Admiration would 
never ceafc, did I but mdulge it. Befides, the Greatnefs of Soul 
of the Ancients is fo extenfive, ind embraces fuch a Number of 
glorious Adibns, that were I to give it its full Examination, I 
ihould wr^tc a Book on that Subje<a alone. I ihall therefore en* 
deavour, in this Sedion, to confine my Remarks chiefly to fuch 
Actions as .will come merely under the Denomination of M a g- 
NANiMiTY in the mod direct Manner ; becauft ftveral of the 
Virtues of the Ancients, which branch out from the fame Root, 
ihall have feparate- Examinations. L cannot, however, promife to 
keep fo ftridly to this Plan, but that one Chapter may encroach 
upon another; I mean, that by the Affinity of the Subject, fbme 
Ai9:ions may be here which might as well go into other Chap- 
ters, and fo vice verfd. 

Magnanimity, if we confider it as a Principle founded 
upon Refled:ion and Thought, may be defined to be a high 
Opinion of the Dignity of Human Nature, put into Ufe and 
Practice. For thofc who have Force enough of Reafon, and Pre- 
ience of Mind to think ftrongly upon important and urgent Oc- 
cafions^ and who have noble Sentiments to make them think 
juftly, -immediately refle<3: what is fitting and becoming for a 

Pcrfon, 
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Pcrfbn, who wonld always ad fiiitably to the Dignity of his 
Narqre, to do iu every Cafe that can poffibly happen to Man. 
This, I lay, is the true Definition, (as far as I can judge) of 
Magnanimity^ where-ever Mens Adions are the Confequence 
of the ReaToning Faculty ; but it is found in many Perfons to be 
the Efled: of a natural Conllitution of the Mind \ infomuch that 
ibme People cannot be guilty of a little, mean or bale Action :* 
And indeed, we muftoblcrve, that even when Magnanimity is the 
Kefult of Reafon and Refleiliion, there requires a happy Difpoficion 
to realbn to fo good Purpoie ; that is, it is neceuary to be pre- 
<lirpoied by Nature to Magnanimity^ before we can n^iake a pro- 
per Ufe of thofe Faculties God has given us to produce by ftrong 
Reafbning fuch Ailiions as mud be univcrfally acknowledged to 
proceed Irom a true Greatnefs of Soul. The Difference therefore 
oetween thefe two Species of Magnanimity feems to be this; the 
one xs like thofe generous Soils which by their own Strength 
produce noble Fruits, without any Cultivation \ the other refem* 
oles thofe fertile Soils, whole Produce is alfo excellent, but which 
requires fbme little Time and Fains to manure them, before 
they can enrich the PoflTeflbr ; and, to purfiie this Simile, there 
are Numbers of Soils which cannot produce this glorious Fruit 
cither fpontaneoufly, or upon the longeft and mod laborious Cul« 
tivation. In the great Men whofe Anions of this Nature I pro- 
pofe to relate, I Ihall not pretend to determine by a nice Di- 
ftindion of which Sort their Genius's were ; nor does it concern 
QS much to know, fmce we are very certain they had not fuch 
Motives to encourage them as we have ; and therefore our Dif- 
quifition is, why, whatever were the Sources of their Anions,! 
let them be the EfTei* of mere Nature, or of Reafoning, or of 
Education, do we not equal them, or rather fiirpafs them, by 
the conftant Tenour of our Behaviour, and the common Courfe 
of our A(ftions. 

Courage is a Branch of Magnanimity ; the Definition of it 
I take to be this ; it is the running info Danger without Ap- 
prehenfion; it is, being fearlefs and unconcerned, where-ever 
Death or Pain may be tne Confequence of an KQcion ; it is the 
behaving with Intrepidity on all Occafions, where De(lru<ftion 
or Torment is threatened to our Frame, and is what we may 

pro* 
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properly call adtive : Fortitude i% a pafliyc Quality ; as Courage 
coDiifts in the ai^ve risking of Death and Pain^ lb Fortitude is 
chiefly fhewn in the bearing of both bravely when they come 
upon us; as alfo all Afflictions of the Mind, upon any AccN 
dents or Misfortunes whatfbever ; this is alio a Branch of Mag- 
nanimity. 

Both thefe, like their Root, may be Ae EfTed of Conftitu- 
tion, or of Reafon ; but with this Difference, both Courage and 
Fortitude, but efpecially the former, may upon fbme Occafions 
through Pride, be artificial ; but Magnanimity mull be genuine, 
and the Reafon feems to be this, that tho* it were to be wifhcd; 
(and indeed, I think, amongfl: Chriftians, ot^ht to be a natural 
Gonfequence of their Faith,) that Greatnefs of Soul were com- 
mon ; yet, as the World goes now, it is a Work of Supere- 
rogation, by which I mean, that provided a Man keep to the 
known Laws and Cuftoms of the WorW, all is well ; if he has 
a great Soul, he is praised for it; if not, he is but upon the com- 
mon Foot : Whereas a Man that wants Courage, is defpifcd and 
laughed at ; that is, if he fficws that want : For this Reafon the 
Majority, (w.ho have it not by Nartire,) on many Occafions, 
are obliged to diffembJc, and pretend they have it; not only 
thofe in Armies, (where it is abfolutely necefFary,) but in reali- 
ty no Man cares to be thought to want Course. The World is 
not fo nice as to Fortitude- the want of this is often excuied 
in fome Cafes becaufe of Human Frailty, fuch as the Lofs of 
Temporal PofTcffions, or of Friends, ®r. 

There is fomething very whimfTcal in this ; for let us ob- 
ferve how the Matter (lands; the thing that is 'm reality the 
mod fhocking to Human Nature, is Death, the DifTolutionof our 
Mortal Frame ; yet the Fear of this, and Uneafiucfe at its Ap- 
proaches, is what is leis excufed at prefent, than any t(^ing elfe; 
this feems very difficult to account for, bur I will hazard one 
Conjedure at the Reafon. 

A s almoft all Men in the Chriftian World, let them write or 
fay what they pleafe, have a fort of an inward ConvicJlion that 
the Soul is immortal, and that confequently it will be happy or 
miferable in the next World, according to its Behaviour on Earth, 
joined to the Body, fo as. this Notion is general, it feems to im- 
ply 
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ply corrapted Morals, & want of Religion and Goodnefs in a 
Man wAo is afraid of Deach^ that is, who apprehends the Future 
State : I do not (ay this is the immediate Sentiment in every 
Man's Breaft, when he defames another for being a Coward, 
and for being a Slave in all reipeds to the Fear of Death ; but 
I oflcr this as a probable Reafbn, why thfs* Infamy at firft was 
made to attend all thole who want Courage and Fortitude in 
that Point. This Reafon particularly regards the Chriftian World, 
for other Reafbns will be found in the Courfe of this Work, 
which relates to the Heathens in this Matter ; but here is one 
which I think Will fuit them both, which is, that it may be 
€nd very truly, that a 'Man who is under fiich Terrors about the 
DilTolution of his Mortal Frame, muft be at all times but ill pre- 
pared to perform all thole publick or private Duties by which 
his Life muft be hazarded in any degree. 

I NOW come to obferve how the Ancients behav'd, and 
to what a Pitch they arrived, in what is the Subjed of this 
Chapter. But before I proceed, there is an ObjeiJtion to my 
Definition of Magnanimtty, which I had forgot to conHder, but 
which is in reality of Importance. I faid. Magnanimity was an 
high Opinion of Human Nature put in Pradice, or clle an Ef- 
fcd of a generous Formation of the Mind, v^hich makes it per- 
form great and noble Anions fpontaneoufly. But here arifes a 
Difficulty ; if it is evident from Hiftory, that many Men have 
ibewn a Grattnefs of Soul, who have been very far from Good 
and Juft Men, which feems to contradiift my Definition, be- 
caufe nothing is doing more Injury to Human Nature, nothing 
is a greater Affront to our whole Compofition, than the commit^ 
ting of wicked and unjuft Acftions; how therefore can theft Men 
have a Regard to the Dignity of Human Nature in one Ca(e, and 
not in the other ? The Solution of this is not eafy ; however, 
I will endeavour at it. 

Before Revelation m^e Man*s Moral Duty plain ind ccr* 
tain, each Man had (in foiie mealure) a Sett of Morals to him- 
felf, and choft that Syftem that was mod agreeable to his Con- 
ftitution, and his apparent Eafe in this World ; now the great 
Fondnefs the Ancients had for Glory and Fame, which always 
attended Anions of Generofity, Fortitude or Courage, Qfr. made 

thofe 
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thofe the general Mark at which all aimed, and howfbcver 
different Men were in other Points, all agreed in the Love 
of Praifc ; that is, in fhort, Pride had aa .tiniverlal Empire. 
Thus, to fhew a Greatnefs of Mind, a Difregard to the lit- 
tle mean Paffions and Trifles which have Dominion osrtt many 
of weaker Tempers,- to fhew a Contempt of Death or Pain, all 
thefe were Qualities of Pomp and Noife, and weK fure of 
Glory, and were therefore neceflary to Pagan Heroes ; but Ja* 
ftice, Goodnefi, and other filent Virtues, were not, generally 
fpeaking, of {o fliowey a Stamp ; and where it was their Con- 
venience to violate them, either to fatisfy their Intereft or their 
Paflions, and without Detriment to their* Pride, it was frequent- 
ly done; wliereas it could rarely happen but that a Failure ia 
Point of Magnanimity, (conHdered as a Greatnefs of Spirit, ab- 
ftradedly fromGoodnefs,) or in thole two Branches of it, Courage 
and Fortitude, muft prove greatly prejudicial to them in their 
Purfuit of Glory, in a World which had chiefly fixed the Acqui- 
fition of it to Adlions of Pomp and Noife^ and particularly to 
Military Exploits, and to all the Circumftances and Confequenccs 
which accompanied or followed them. As for Inftance, there arc 
in Hiftory two Charaders (befides many others) in which great 
Magnanimity is obferved, and in which there is alfo a great Fai- 
lure in their Moral Character; and thofe are, Alexander and 
Cafar : Thefe fhew'd a Greatnefs of Soul during the whole time 
of their being in the World ; but, certainly, we caanot with any 
Propriety give them the Title of Good and Jufl Men. Their 
CharaiSlers are fb well known by thofe who are in the leafl ver- 
fed in Hiftory, that I fhall fay nothing more of them here, but 
proceed in my Difcourfe. 

Almost all the Inftances we have of Greatnefs of Soul in 
Men truly Good, and indeed fometimes in others, are caufed 
. by their Love of their Country ; a^ alfo fcveral of the great 
Adions I have takeq notice of in my two former Chapters, 
have the true Stamp of Magnanimity direded to that End : It 
will be, therefore, no eafy Matter to produce any Inflances but 
what have a relation to it, for Reafons already mentioned. 

Of 
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Of all the People thar ever exiftcd7 none fccm to have ha4 
greater Souls than the Athenians, and join'd to this * the grcareft 
Delicacy of Underftanding ; they feem an Exception to that 
Maxim, that a total Corruption is always the Confequence of 
what is called Politenels, for they foon were poliihed, and yet 
loDg prefcrved a great Magnanimity. There is fomething won- 
derfully furprifing, that a whole People, compofcd of a Medley of 
low and vulgar Men, as every Populace muft be, and without a- 
ny refined Education^ Ihould be capable of fuch Magnanimity and 
fuch Elegance of Sentiments. It was^ as I have hinted in my 
firft Chapter, owing to. their Government partly, and partly to 
their CHmate ; f which, whatever People may think, has a won* 
dcrful EfTed upon the Mind as well as the Body ; both muft con* 
cur, natural as well as moral Caufes, towards the forming the Ge* 
Bias and Temper of a People ; and I the rather obferve the Dif- 
pofition of the whole People, in a colledive Body of the difFe- 
Tcnt Nations which I treat of, fmce if theyfliewed Magnanimity, 
wc may eafily be convinced of what the Choice Spirits amongfl 
ibch a People were capable* 

The Delicacy of the Athenian * Underflandings is evident 
ff om this, as well as other Things, (as a modern Author has well 
oKTerved) that none but a People of the quickeft and mofl diflin- 
-guiibing Capacity could ever take in the full Beauty of the Ora« 
tions of Demofthenes^ (nor confequcntly be affecaed by them,) 

♦ The juft Reputation the ^/i6^/wi»w had for this, appears, amongft other Things, 
ftrongly in this — That all Princes and Tyrants (fuch as Dionyfius^) who afpired to be 
thou^t great Geniuses, were much anxious what the Athenians would think of them and 
their Works. 

. + Inter Loanm Naturas qumitum inter/it vidimus 5 Athems tentu ecelum, exouo acuiiores 
itiam putantur Aitici^ craffiim Tbebams^ Itaque pinguis Thebani — Cic, But kpaminondas 
and Pindar, &c. are Exceptions to this Rule, tho* in general I believe it to be true. I 
would Jiave the Reader perufe a Book publifbed fome Years fmce at Patis, intitled. Re- 
fiUiiotts fiir la Potfie V la Peinture, wherein the Influence of the Climate upon M«n'« 
"Minds is admirably difcufs'd. 

* Some Authors of great Judgment have attributed the Deftruftion of the Athenian 
<5reatnefs and Power to this (among other Things,) vix.. Their ereat Fondnefs for 
Theatrical Performances^ which indeed proceeded from their delicate Uuderftanding, but 
was pernicious for two Reafons; Firft, becaufe it wafted the Treafures which %ould 
have been employed for other Ufes, (for they laid out prodigious Sums in theie AflSiirs) 
and then it enervated their Minds, and turned them from their Application to Things 
of more Confequence and Ufe to the State. 

R which. 
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which are fo concifc and free from all the faMc Colours of fcphi* 
fticated Eloquence, and which rely upon their own Srreogth. 
Let a Man affemble in Londm^ which is the Capitol of a free 
Country, a large Number even of fiibftantial Cititens, mixed 
with Mob, and let him read or foeak one of the moft perfeifl Pie- 
ces of Oratory, and then he will fee how it will afied; them ; not 
fb much as a paltry Ballad ; and yet our People do not in gene* 
ral want Senfe. It is true indeed, that Matters (as I have (aid 
before) of Confequence were always brought before the AtbenU 
an People, and therefore the Orators were obliged to be vcrs*d 
in the Art of Speaking : But if the Underftanding of this People 
had not been of a renned Sort, all their Eloqueni^ wotdd have 
been to no Purpole. Nay even the better fort of People in Eng* 
land are little afie<%ed by Eloqvience; how many excellent Di(^ 
courles are heard from the Pulpit with no Emotion, whilft Preach^ 
crs of other Se<Sts, who can baul and ufe fdfe Means to capti-* 
vate the rade Underftandings of Mankind, ate heard with great 
Applauie! But to return; i\i^AthemaMs not only were thus taken 
by Eloquence, but were nice Judges of Language, of which Cr* 
€ero tells a remarkable Story of 'theofhraftts^ who had lived al- 
moft all his Life at Athens^ tho' not born there ^ he happened to 
cheapen ibme Herbs of an old Woman \ Indeed, (ays ihe, Strm^ 
ger^ I can afford them only at fiich a Price: He went away afto* 
niihed to find himfelf difcovered. We muft not wonder that iiich 
a People had noble Sentiments ; for although this Delicacy of 
Undemanding (even free from Corruption) be not neceflary to 
Magnanimity, as the Spartans and Romans prove the contrary, 
yet I have taken Notice of it in the Athenians in a digreHivc 
Manner, and at the lame time to fhew that with inch a nice Un- 
derdanding uncorrupted, there mufl: be Magnanimity joined. 

I N the Life of Tericles we have a remarkable Inftance of the 
Gf eatnefs of Soul of that Athenian^ and of the Magnanimity of 
the whole People, This eminent Statefman adorned and b^au* 
tify'd Athens * by feveral noble Buildings, Temples, Theatres, 
^c. decorated with Statues by the ableft Hands. The Athenians 
(whole Temper it was to be uncafy with their Governours, from 
an inconfbncy and niceneis of Temper,) made much Clamour a* 

♦ ^4fPlut. wPcrict 
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Digitized by 



Google 



Chap.HL Of Magnanimity^ 125 

gaioft Tericies^ for fiich mooftrous Expences which they faid 
muft ruin the State ; he aHembled them therefore, and reprefen* 
ted to them their wrong Judgment of this M atcer, and that it was 
fio Detriment to the Commonwealth, but much for its Honour ; 
b«t however it might be, he offered to pay the whole Expence 
lumfelf, out of his own Fortunes, and by the help of his Friends, 
{>CQvided that his Name alone might be mentioned for this Adion 
10 tke Inicriptions which were always put upon thofe publick 
Edifices. The People * upon this with one Voice cry 'd out, that 
they would not (ufter it, and ordered him to take what Money 
Jhe ple^d out of the publick Treafiire, and let all the Temples 
and Theatres be dedicated in the Name of the whole People of 
j^heM : What noble Sentiments ought thefe to appear to us, f 
who* grumble at all publick Expences, not only ornamental, but 
Aeceimry ones ? 

There is an Adion of this great Man's which ihews his 
Greatne& of Soul as much as the moft fhowey and pompous 
Exampk. A certain Citizen of Athens took it into his Head 
to be very infolenr lo Tericlej ^ he not only loaded him with all 
ions oi iU Language 9s he appeared on the publick Place, but 
flowed him home to his Door with the fame Bitterneis and Vi- 
ndency of Expreffion: Tericles made him no anfwer ^ but as it 
was N^bt, as ibon as he was got into his Houfe, he calmly or-^ 
dered a Slave to take a Torch and light this Man home. 

pRiLOPOEMEN, whom I mentioned in the former Chapter, 
was remarkable for his Greatnefs of Soul, of which I fhall giv^ 
fwo InfUnces* He was General of the confederated Forces of 
Achaia^ when be was to fiip at a certain Citizen's Houle at Me^ 

• Almoft a parallel Cafe to this,, we find in the Account Hiftory gives us of Alexander 
the Great y who in his Expedition againff Darius^ when he came to Ephe/us, found 
that the Ephejiam were rebuilding that noUe Temple which Heroftrates had burnt to 
iqiniortalize his Name ; this Horoe offered to be at the whole Expence, provided his 
Najae might be inicribed upon the Edifice,, and he have all the Glory j but the Ephe^- 
Jians abfolutely refiifed it upon thefe Conditions. Strab, Solin. 

-f. In general we may take notice,, that the Ancients were much more remarkaUe for 
tfaeir Lu£nation to publick Woxka of all forts^, than we are ; of which the many noble 
fij6inainsofAntu|uity, as Aquedudsy. Bridges, publick Roads, {^ t\\& Vi^ Appidy &c.) 
are Proofs ; one of tne Gratcbi was particularly eminent for many Works of this fort, as 
we find in Plutarch. All this is undoubtedly a Mark of Greatnefs of Soul, and true 
Sublick. Spirit.. 

R X- g4ray 
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gara, and it happened that he came there before the Matter was 
returned home ; the Miftrefs did (as I (aid) cxpe<a that Day Thi^ 
lofoemen, but as fhe had never feen him, and as his Figure was 
but mean and defpicable, (he took him for one of the Generars 
Domefticks, and therefore without any Ceremony defired him to 
affift her in preparing Supper for his Lord : This great Man faw 
her Miftake, but inftead of being the feaft (hocked at it, pulls 
off his Cloak, and fell to (plitting of Wood for the Fire.* In 
this Interim the Husband returns, and furprifed to find the Gr^- 
cian General thus employed ; How my Lord ! (ays he, what 
means this ? Nothing, an(wers Thilofosmen, I am only paying a 
Fine for the Unhappinels of my Figure, f 

The Opinion that all Greece had of this great Man, is worth 
remarking, as well as how truly he'delerved it. 

The Sj^drtans had fold the Effects of the Tyrant iVii^//, which 
amounted to an immenfe Sum, and they unanimoufly re(blved to 
make a Prefent of this to Thilo^cemen ; but (iich was the known 
Magnanimity of this Perlbnage, that they wer? afraid to make 
him the Offer ; not one Spartan would venture upon it, tho* ft 
was merely a generous Gift ; at laft they. fixed upon a Friend of 
this great Man's, by Name Timolaus ; this Per(bn made no I^ 
than three Journies to Megalopolis, where Thiloposmen liy'd, bc^ 
fore he dared to make the Propo(al, (uch was his Veneration and 
Awe of Thihpoemen's Virtue. At laft he ventured upon it : Thi^ 
iopoemen heard him patiently, but went immediately to Sj^arta, 
and told the Spartans gravely, that he advi(ed them not to cor- 
rupt their Friends, ^ whole Virtue was their fureft Dependance, 
but rather make ufe of this Money to buy the Good-will of their 
Enemies, whole Avarice could be work'd upon that way ; ± and 
thus he abfolutely refufed it. This is a noble Example, and well 
worthy our Notice in this our Age ! 

The great Soul of Ariflides (whom we can never mention too 
often) is eminently (hewn in what Tlutarch tells us, which is, 
that altho* there was fuch a Contention in Government between 
Themijiocles and Arijiides, or rather (iich an Oppofition conftant* 
ly. (hewn by the former to the Meafures of the latter, yet when 

♦ Plut. t Plut. in PhiL % Plut. in Viu Philopccm. 
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Tbemiftocles was baniih'd and retired to Terjia, Arifiides flicw'd 
no Signs of Joy for the Dcftmcaion of his Rival, as he was ne- 
ver before obfcrved to be deprefled by his great Adions and 
Succefles. 

When Greece was confederated againft the Terjians^ there 
were Ten Generals nam'd to command the Athenian Army, each 
of which was to command a Day ; Arifiides forcfaw that this 
would create Confufion, therefore when his Turn was come, he 
yielded it to Miltiades, whom he look'd upon as the General of 
the beft Capacity. The others upon this imitated this great Ex- 
ample, and fo miltiades remain'd fole Commander. 

At .another time Arifiides had fome Suit at Law with a Man 
who had greatly injured him; and when he had told his Cafe to 
the Judges, they would not fo much as give his Enemy a Hear- 
^ring: but Arifiides earneftly beg'd of them that they would not 
deprive this Man of his Privilege of enjoying the Benefit of the 
Laws. 

And once when there was a Caufe Judged before the Tribu- 
nal of this worthy Athenian, one of the Parties thinking to eaia 
the Favour of his Judge, and cxafperate him againft the other, 
he told Arifiides many injurious Things that his Antagonift had 
£iid and done ^ainft himfelf : * I defire, aofwered this great 
Man, to know what Offence he is guilty of againft you, and 
and not againft me ; for it is your Cauie I am to judge. 

What fublime Greatnefs of Soul is there in Tl^ocion^ who 
would never flatter the Athenian People, but told them always 
of their Faults ; and upon any imprudent Scheme, which how- 
ever fucceeded well,, he faid he was glad of their good Fortune, 
but he perfifted in his Opinion of its having been wrong ; f no 
Fear could prevent him from telling them he difliked their Mea- 
fures. And at his Death his Magnanimity and Fortitude were ad- 
mirable ; he Ipoke not for himlelf, he only befought the Athe* 
nians not to put his Friends to Death who were innocent, and 
he would own himlelf guilty to lave them, (for it was a Cuftom 
zi Athens, that every Perfon'who was to die, was to confels 
his Crime himfelf;) no Man, except Socrates, ever fuffer'd Death 

♦ Plut. in Ftt. Ariftid. f Plut. in Phocioni 
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ft) uBJuftly ar Athens^ and met it fo heroically. An infolent Vil- 
lain foit in his Face as he was going to Execution \ he only wiped 
it ofl^ and faid to thofe who were about him. What, will no Bo- 
dy hinder this Man from doing unworthy Adions ? Such a Man 
as Thocion was the Epitome of Heathen PcrfeAion, and well 
worthy of a better Religion : His Anfwer to Amtipster^ who 
was a powerful Prince at that time, is truly M^nanimous. An* 
tifater defired (bme unjuft and bad Thing of him ; I caonoc, re- 
ply*d this generous Athenian, be at once your Friend and Flat- 
terer. 

The Magnanimity and Fortitude of Agis King of SpartiL, \% 
worthy Notice; when he was brought before the Efk9ri^ who 
I have already laid, had Authority even over the Kjng^ they 
asked him, if he did not repent of his Endeavour to diuurb the 
State ? (I have mentioned in my fecond Chapter what was his* 
Defign.) He anlwered, that he never could be forry for (b glo- 
rious an Attempt. 

CALLiCRATiDAS,-a Lacedemomon of moft excellent Qua-- 
lities, and of the true Sfurtan Spirit, was forced, whilft he com- 
manded the Forces of his Country then in Alliance with Verjia^ 
to wait at the Palace of the Terjian Monarch lor Introdu<9:ion ;, 
(for he was lent there for Supplies of Money to help the Sfar^ 
tans againft the Athenians in the famous "Vekpmnejum War ;)■ 
he was fo Ihock'd at the Slavery of waiting a King's Leifurc, a 
thing he had not been ufed to, that he vowed to do his utmoft: 
Endeavour to procure Peace,* that no Greeks^ might ever be 
obliged to pafs luch difegrceable Moments for the future.. 

The Spartans were a People, as I have before obierved, rh« 
made Virtue their Study, and chiefly Military Virtue;, they had 
no Tafte for Arts or Sciences, fiich was the Inftitutioo of Ly^ 
curgus, but were in reality a whole People of Soldiers. Bravery 
aud Fortitude were their Fundamental Maxims :f Even the Wo- 

meui 

* Plut. Thucydid. 
+ The Spartans were fo brave by Education and Nature, and this was fo wefl known,, 
that tho* they had no Walls to their City, few Enemies ever attacked them at home j nor 
were they ever known to run from an Enemy, or to be taken alive, until a Body of 
them was taken at the liland of Spba3eria by the Athemam in the Pebpomefian War ^ 
and they were feen to run for the firft time from the great Epammndas. The Educa- 
tion^ 
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men ibew'd great Courage and Magnanimity ; for they always 
^charged their Sons to come home vidorious, or be brought home 
dead ; and when Tyrrhus attacked Sfarta^] the ♦ Women work'd 
as bard* and were as adive in the Defence of it as the Men, as 
iar as their Sex could permit. :|: 

Alcibiades, tho^ a Man not of the ftri<9: Virtue of fome 
I have mentioned, yet aiways fhewed great Magnanimity. There 
fs one Inflance of his Temper whicli is very fingular on this 
Head 2 One Day in a Frolick he gave Hipfonicus^ one of the 
chief Citizens of Afheni, a mod terrible Box of the Ear, with- 
out any Provocation.* Upon his hearing how much this was 
diiliked, he went the next Day^to his Houfe and dripped himfelf^ 
and told him he had brought his Body to pudifli as he fhould 
think fit. Hiffonkus immediately forgave him, embraced him 
cordially, and gave him his Daughter in Marriage. 

And ftill further, to Ihew how Akibiades confulted the Dig- 
nity of his Frame, he ufed to fay that he difliked to fee a Man 
play on the Flute, becaufe it disfigured his Face; and this Diflike 
of his to that Infttument^ put it quite out of Vogue at Athens^ 
as Tlutatch oblcrves, 

lion of the Spartans was every way extjcaordinaryj particularly in their being accuftom* 
ed to ufe few Words* but veiy cxpreffive j (from whence comes our Term Laconkk^ &c.) 
An Inftance of this appears when Philip King of Macedon fent them word that I f he 
Entered their Territory, he would ravage it by Fire and Sword : They returned him for 
Anfwer only this, I f. ^ee Plutarch. 

* It IS to be obferved that Lycturg&Sy by the La^it^ he eftabliibed at ^parta^ plainly de* 
figned his Citizens fhould not aim at Conqueft ; for he cxprefly forbad them all Know- 
Wge of Naval Affairs, ^c. but his Intention was to make them fo brave and lit for War, 
that altho' a fmall State, they (hould remain fecure and unhurt amohg their powerful 
Neighbours ; and as long as they kept to his Inftitutions, they remained (b \ for Phh 
iartb obferves, that no Spartan Woman had ever (ttn of fome Centuries, even the Smoak 
of an Enemy's Camps but at laft they were attack'd at home by Pyrrhus^ Scq, bur 
Without Succefs. — One Thing (hews their Martial Temper, viz. they reprcfented all 
their Deiries in Armour, eveu f^enus j hentc the Epigram^ Armatam Vemrem Vidis Lacei- 
dsemone Pallas. 

t The Spirit of the Spartan Women was very remarkable upon thiis Occafion, for 
When the Senate of Sparta was deliberating about fending thei^ away to Cretfy to fecure 
them from all Harms if Pyrrhus Ihould take the Town, one of them entered the Room 
widi a Sword in heJ* Hand, and asked the Aflembly if they could believe that the Woi. 
men of Sparta could think of furviving the Ruin of their Country ? And the whok: Body 
of them a£i{led and fuecour'd the Soldiers, by bringing them Food^ Artns, (t(. during 
the whole Action. 

t Plut. in Fsta Pyrrhi. * Plut. in Ftta Alcibiad. 
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I SHALL conclude what I have to (ay of the jithenians at 
prefent, by a fine Charadcr the abovementioned Hiflorian gives 
them. He fays, that in Time of Peace and Security, they vvicre 
fond of their flattering Orators ; but in Times of real Difficulty 
and Danger, theylov'dto have Truth told them, and then willingly 
truflcd to fuch as Tbociqn^ Ariftides, &c. This certainly fhcws 
an excellent Underftanding. 

I N o w come to the * Romans. This is a People in whom Mag- 
nanimity (cems woven into their Conftitution ; they had not that 
Delicacy of Underftanding which was 16 very eminently a Part 
of the Charader of the Athenians^ but their Judgment was full 
as good i and by the Form of their Government the People ar- 
rived at a great deal of Nicenefs and Elegance of Tafte. Ocen 
tells us, in his Treatife 2)^ Oratore, that they were fully fenft- 
ble of the Beauty of Eloquence ; — Condones (fays he) fefe 
exclamare vidi cum afte verba cecidijfent. And this great Ora- 
tor had never attained to that Reputation he fo juftly delervcsi 

♦ Now we art come to mention the Remans once more, we muft not omit one 
Thing which contributed much t© the forming of fo many great Men amoneft them j 
and that was their Education, by which they were made At for every Employment j 
amongft them Profcffions were not fo diftin£l, or fliut up in fuch narrow Bounds, as 
with the Moderns j for now a Lawyer is only a Lawyer, a Magiftrate is nothing but a 
Magiftrate, a Man of Letters (hines particularly as fuch, and a Military Man is en- 
tirely confined within the Bounds of his Profeffion ; the fame thing may be faid of the 
Minifters of Religion. But at Rome the Cafe was far otherwife ; the fame Man had dif- 
fcrenr Talents, was a Man of Letters, vers'd in the Laws, a Soldier, a Statefman, a 
Prieft or an Jugur ; and undoubtedly this Variety of Profeffions in one Perfbn, gave 
X»uftre to each other. Almoft all the Ramans ferved in the Armies of the Republick, at 
Icaft for fomc time. Who could be more, a Man in Civil Employment than Cicero ? 
Who was a more eminent Orator than him ? yet he had commanded an Army, and 
had been honoured with the Title of Imperctor by his Troops upon fome Aftion, In 
fhort, a General at Rame^ after having extended the Dominion of his Republick by'his 
Conquefts, after having gained great Vidiories, and obtained the Honours of a Triumph^ 
being once more become a private Man, frequently indulged his Ambition another way^ 
by fliining in Oratory, and pleading either in the Senate or at the Bar for oppreffed 
Innocence, and harangued the Judges with the fame Spirit with which he had fought, 
and appeared as glorious one way as the other 5 this has been obferved by fbme Mo- 
Aexti Authon. Befides all this, we are to take notice, that there was a peculiar Elegance 
in all thofc who were born and educated in Rome^ to which Cicero and ^uifttilian give 
the Name of Urbanitas \ it affeded their Manners, their Behaviour, and their Speech j 
juft as the Atticifm was fo remarkable in the Inhabitants of AtbenSy as the fame Cicero ob- 
fervcs in fcvcral Parts of his Works. 

bad 
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had not the Roman People been lubjecfl: to the Force of Elo- 
quence.* Their Greatnefs of Soul is however dill more admirable 
than their Underftanding ; there are fo many Inftances of it, and 
riiey are moft of thcni io well known, that it is almoft needlefs 
to dwell upon it. I fliall however give it fomc Confideration, 

The generous Sentiments of the Roman People were fully 
ftewn, when Cato the Elder f flood Candidate for the Ccnfbr- 
Ihip ; a mofl excellent Inflitution, and much wanted in all Com- 
munities andSocieties of Men : The other Candidates flattered 
the People j but Cato plainly told them, that if they chofe him, 
he fliould be feverc m his Office, for their Corruption was io 
great, that they flood much in need of wholefome Severity. Not- 
withftanding this, he was chofen ; and he faithfully kept his Word. 

Their grateftil :j: Acknowledgment to the famous Horatius Co- 
des, by voluntarily taxing Themfelves to reward him for his 
Bravery in defending the Paflage of a Bridget almofl alonp againfl 
an Army ; their Gratitude to Fabius Maximus, whofe Funeral 
they would have at their Expence ; in fine, many other fuch In- 
flances, are Proofs of their Magnanimity. In fpeaking of this Peo- 
ple, it is natural to bellow fome Rcflccftions upon their Temper 
and ConqueflS) and to confider what could caufe that amazing 
Succcis and Rapidity : I am truly fenfible, that our Reafbn di- 
reds US to have recourfe to the Crejitor of the World, who is 
the Sovereign Difpofer of Empires, who changes the State of 
Nations, and exercifcs with Juflice and Mercy that Power which 
he has over the whole Creation j in fhort, we are taught to folve 
all the Difficulties which occur to us in the Moral or Natural 
World, by attributing all to the facrcd and righteous Will of the 
Almighty Lord of the Univerfc. 

^oes not the ^eep grow valfMy and the rude North 
Be hujhed at bis Command ? Thro' all his Works 

* I fuppofe I need not dwell upon this Obfervation, thit tiic ^orm of Government 
in Greece and Rome was the Caufe that Oratory was a Part of the Gfeek and Roman E- 
duCation, and no one was reckoned compleat without it : Befidcs Demojihenes among 
the Athenians^ Piricles^ Phociotty and many others were excellent Orators ; and befides 
Cicero amongft the Romans^ HortenJiuSy CraJfuSy and Julius Cafar fliin'd particularly 
in the Art of Speaking well ; as may be feen in Plutarch. 

♦ Plut. in Vita Cat. Ccnf» t ^^*v. in Pku 
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^oes not his Servant Nature hear his Voice^ 
Hear and obey ? * 

• B u T as he has not always'tbought fit to a<9: miraculoully, but to^ 
make ufe generally of natural Means and fecond Cauies to effc(9: 
his Defigns, it is nonnpieafantWork to confider the various Me- 
thods, by which the great Changes and furprifing Alterations in 
the World have been brought about : and therefore fcveral inge* 
nious t Authors have fhewn their Judgment and Penetration in 
obfcrving the Means employed by that People, to obtain univer- 
sal Empire ; among the reft, Monfieur Bofuety Bi(hop of MeanXy 
in his excellent Dilcourfe upon General Hiftory , (one of the moft 
elegant Performances that have appeared in thefe modern Times,) 
attributes all their Greatnels and Power to the Wifdom of the 
Senate, the moft prudent and politick Body of Men that ever 
appeared.in the World: Thelc and many Obfervations of other 
Authors, feem to me beyond Dilpute ; but at the lame Time ic 
is as true, that had not they been a Magnam'mous People, thofe 
very Maxims could not have been either conceived, or put in Exe- 
cution ; for there are a thouland Inftances, wherein all their Po- 
licy would not have availed, if the particular Perfons employed 
had not been poflcflcd of true Greatnels of Soul : for there is no 
fuch Thing as a People's beine Magnanimous in general out of Po- 
licy. Among many other Kealbns, it is to be remarked, that the 
Romans, by the Situation of their Country, and the difference 
of Climates in it, were well adapted to the Defign of being Con- 
querors ; for in Italy ^ there is mch a Medley of Mountains, and 
Plains, and Valleys, and the leveral Parts of ic are fo fituated as to 
Heat and Cold, that the Inhabitants are fitted to bear any Climates 
they can be lent into. Thus thole who inhabit the Mountains of 
Genoa, and even Genoa itlelf, are alternately accullomed to ex* 
ceffive Heat and intenle Cold. Thofe of the Aj^ennines and the 
jtlfs are in the lame Condition ; thole of Naples^ are capable of 
. bearing the greatcft Excefs of Heat which is felt in Africa or 
Afia. This lingular Quality o{ Italy, furnifli'd the Romans wicb 
Soldiers who were capacitated to undergo the mc^ terrible Ex- 

♦ Mr. Rowe. 
t See alfi Reflcaiom fur la Gcandcur des Romaiiii. 
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€dScs of Climate ; and this^joined to the concuiiial Exercife which 
the Ancients of all Ranks andD^ees conftantly ufcd, (the* now 
fb much neglcded) were the Reamns why the Komafis never fuf- 
fered in their Armies by Sicknefs in any of their Expeditions, as 
is now common with Troops upon Change of Climate. I do not 
remember to have ever met with the firft Reafon any where^ 
which I fubmit to the Reader's Judgment : A modern Author 
takes notice of the Fa<f^, but he adigns no other Reafon than Ex* 
orcife ; bnt, I think what I have added is highly probable. But 
it muft be observed, that I fpeak of the Times in which the Ro^ 
mams had fubdued If ^A^, either by Force or Alliance, (for that was 
one Species of Subjeaion with them,) for till then chey could 
not have it in their Power to McO: their Soldiers* 

Besides the publick Rewards, fuch as Mural^ Rojiral and 
Civick Crowns, Statues and Trophies raifed, ®r, which are ge* 
nerally known, they had a Cuftom which was a great Incentive to 
Virme, which is not fb much taken notice of, I mean their hav- 
ing the Images of their Anceftors (made of Cedar and other pre- 
cious Materials) carried at their Funerals ; for thofe who had be- 
haved ill, or deferved Ignominy, could not exped to be fo re- 
membered, and might be very lure that their Defcendants would 
be alhamed of them ; and fo it proved a Warning to every fiic- 
ceeding Generation. 

It is however clear, that there was a Greatnefe of Soul in- 
nate in the Bread of this People, greatly heightenM undoubtedly 
fey Education; this was evident particularly in the Diiputes be^ 
tween the People and the Senate, each knew how to yield dfro^ 
fos ; of which here is a remarkable Inftance : It happened that 
the Enemies of Rtme had taken the Field, and rfie People ablb- 
lutely reftifed to take Arms to repulfe their Foes, unlels the Se- 
nate would agree to a thing which had been long contended for, 
which was, that the Tlebeians fhould partake of the publick Of- 
fices, which till then had been in the Hands of the Tatricians 
alone ; upon this, that wife Body judg'd it proper to confent, and 
lor Reafons foxeign to my Subjeca, infteaa of Confuls, Military 
Tribunes were at that time inverted with Confular Power ; half of 
ihefc therefore were to be Plebeians ; the People fatisfX^M with 
this Condefteniion, named none but Tatricians to that high Of«* 

S % fice. 
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fice. Livfs Remark upon this is very juft ; (Lib. 4.) Hanc M^^ 
dejfiam (fays he) JEquitatemque ^ Altitudinem Animi^ ubi nunc 
in uno tnveneris^ qua tunc Topuli univerfi futtl: In fine, it 
would be an endlcfs Piece of Work to enumerate the many Caufes 
which have all jointly contributed to raiie Rome to the Sove- 
reignty of Mankind; and it would but be repeating what has 
been laid by various Authors : Certain it \%^ that the many Vir- 
tues fb conftantly put in Practice were very inftrumental ; iand it 
muft be faid to the Honour of thole Lords of the World that 
Juba gives in a great meafure a juft Charader of them, 

T^oft not thou fee Mankind fall down before them, 

And own the Force of their fuferior Virtue ? C a x o. 

And Livy^ without being partial, fays of them, Kulla unquam 
Refpublica nee major nee fan Ei tor nee bonis exemplis ditior fuit\. 
nee in quam tarn fera Avaritia Luxuriaque immigraverint. ; nee 
ubi tantus ac tamdiu faufertati €S farfimonia honos ffierit. 

I HAVE often thought that the great Views of the Romans^, 
daily enlarged by their SuccefTes and Acquifuions, opead their 
Mincfs, and made them have higher and nobler Thoughts, cfpc- 
cially when they came to their greateft heighth of Power before, 
they loft their Liberty ; not unlike thofc Men, whoj born to great 
Titles and great Fortunes, have generally Ipeaking a Noblenels, 
of Manner and Behaviour, and greater Views than thofe of vul- 
gar Condition ; nay, even wc lee fometimcs that Mens Souls fcem. 
enlarged with their Fortunes and Exaltation. But the Romans^. 
like Ibme of thofe Men I mention^ fufFer*d this Greatnefs of Soul,, 
this Noblenefs of Thought, this high Opinion of their own Vir- 
tue to degenerate into infufTerable Pride and Infolence, and into 
moft odious Haughtinefs ; they fcarcely looked upon the reft of 
Mankind as of the fame Species, and nothing could equal in their. 
Idea a Gives Romanus. 

I N fbme Cafes their, Policy got the better of their Magnanimi- 
ty, for their Triumphs and Treatment of conquered Princes were 
inhuman Pieces of Policy and Grandeur. This inclines me to. 
think that the Romans were not fo humane nor fo good-natured a 
People as the Greeks:^ and there is one Proof of it (to me) very 
ftrong, and that^, is, the extreme Fondnefs of the Roman People. 
' for the Combats of Gladiators and wild Beafts^ which was fo great, 
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that all thofe ambitiocis Men who had a Mind to flatter the Po- 
pulace and Citizens of Rome^ were always forced to entertain 
them with fiich Sights : whereas in Greece there never were any 
fach Things known until the Romans were Matters of it; and^ 
there is a Paflage in Lucian that Ihews the gentle Temper of the 
Athenians^ it is in the Life oiT^emonax^ whofe DiTciple he had . 
been ; he fays it was propolcd at Athens, after the Romans were 
in PoflTeflion of Greece^ that the Combats of Gladiators fhould 
be eftablifhed in that City, and that T>emonax cry'd out in the 
midft of the Aflcmbly, (for he faw it was done to flatter the Ro- 
wtf»Taftc;) "But firft, (ays he, let us throw down the Altars 
" which our Fore-fathers eredtcd to Gompaflion, Mercy andHu- 
" manity, above a Thoufand Years ago !" Mr. "De St. Real^ in 
one of his Difcourfes upon the Romans, fays, that he believes ir 
was this cruel Tafte, this inhuman Diverfion, that in a.great mca- 
fhre exafperated all Nations againft them. We too have fome Di- 
verfions amongfl: us, which do no Honour to oiir Good-nature. 

As to the Genius and Delicacy of Underftanding of the Ro^ 
mans^ it is very certain it never came up to that of the Athenians:^ 
for long after Athens was fub)e<9: to Rome^^ it was relpeded by 
^t Romans as the Seat of Learnings Wrt, Arts and Sciences; 
this appears in many I« fiances, chiefly in all C/V^r^'s Works, par- 
ticularly at the beginning of his Offices^ where wc fee that he 
fent his Son to (ludy there under Gratippus\ and the Reputation 
Titus Tomponius acquired by living there, by which he got the 
Name of Atticus.. It fecms indeed by Hiftory, that the Romans 
frequently fent their Children, there for Education, as we fend 
ours abroad. 

Not but that Rome has produced mofl fubJim^ Genius's, of 
which Cicero is an Inflance, (and many more well known to the 
Lcarnedheie ;) but ir is certain they were f much more common' 

at 

♦•The Refpcft even allthe. reft of the Greeki had {ox ^Athens appears in this ; when 
Lyfander had conquered jkhenSy a Verfe of one of the Athenian Poets >^ich chanced to 
be fung at a Repaft he gave his Officers upon that Occafion, caufed them all to cry out 
with one general Voice, that it was a fhame to deftroy a City that could produce fuch 
ntAlc Geniuses ! PA//. xnLyfindro, As to the Refpeft of the Romans iox Athens^ fee 
Plinfs Letter to Maximus Governor of Achaia, Lib. 8. 

+ That Science was not the peculiar favourite Quality of the Romam^ and by confe- 
rence that it was not fo very common as at Athens^ we may obferve what Cicero fays in his 
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at Athens : Had it not been fo, the Romans would never have 
acknowledged it themfelves ; but they were forced to give up that 
Point, and lay the whole Strels upon their Knowledge in the Arts 
of Government, as Virgil tells us in thefe beautiful Lines, 

Excudent alii fpirantia moHius asra, 

Credo equidem : vivos ducent de Marmore vultus 

Orabunt caufas melius : Ccelique meatus 

Defcribent Radio, & furgentia Sidera dicent : 

Tu regere Imperio populos, R$nMne^ memento, ) 

H^ tibi erant Artes^ pacifque imponere Morem 

Parcere iiibjcdlis^ 8c debellare fuperbos. 

Let others, hetter mould the running Mafs 
Of M^ttals, and inform the breathing Brafs^ 
And fo ft en into Flejh a Marble Face ; 
¥ lead better at the Bar^ defer ibe the Skies ^ 
And when the Stars deft end ^ and when they rife : 
Buty Rome, His thine alone, with awful Sway 
To rule Mankind, and make the World obey^ 
^iftofng Teacf and War thy own majejiick Way. 

m DrYDEN. 

The Romans, however, have given fome Marks of a weat Sen- 
libility and even Delicacy of Mind, equal to the Athenians in 
fome Cafes ; I will put the Condud of the two People together 
upon almoft a parallel Occafion : The learned Reader is not igno- 
rant of the Injuftice committed by the Athenian People in the 
Death of Socrates, % one of the moft perfcd Men we meet with 
amongft the Heathens; Euriftdes^ who was his intimate Friend, 
compofed a Tragedy, in which the Death oi Socrates is reprcfen- 
tcd under the Name and Circumftances of Talamedes ; when one 
of the Adors came to a Paflage in which he fays that they had put 

to«Death one of the moft virtuous Men among the Greeks^ the 

»• 

Treatife De N§iura Dmum, where he puts into the Mouth 6f Cotta, one of the Pcr- 
fons of the Dialogue, this Expreflion, viz. Ut mhi qmdm admirari likret in hmimefi 
Romano iantam fdintiam. This is addreffed to the Perfon he dMputcd with, 
t Diogea in Ftta Socrat. and tftbpr Authors^ 
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whole Audiencd utainedtately applied this to Socrates^ and burft 
into Tears ; for the Athenians foon repented of having deprived 
their •City of fo excellent a Philofopher, and punifhed his Accu-^ 
lers. That Inftance I mentioned of the Romans is this ; * when 
Cicero had been banifhed \>y the V^€t\on of Clodius, notwith- 
ftanding all bis Services, the Romans happened ts be at the Ke- 
prcfentation of a Piece of the Poet Accius, in which the Greeks 
are reproached with having hm\&icdTelamon ; when JS/^j^j, one 
of the greateft Adors of his Time, (whom Horace calls Gravis 
JEfofus^^ came to thefc Words, w;b* 

O ingratifici Argivi^ inanes Graii^ immemores beneficii 
Exutare Jiviftis^ fivijtis felli^ fulfiim patimini ! 

All thofe who were prcfent melted into Tears ; the Athenians 
theqafelves could not have done more. 

Both People, I think, were equal in Greatnefs of Soul ; I 
have already given {ova^ Inftances of the Grecian Magnanimity, 
particularly the Athenian^ in a coUedive Body, and of fbmc of 
their great Men fingly \ and I have alfo taken notice of the Ro^ 
man Greatnels of Soul, as to the People : I am therefore now 
to bring fbme Inftances of the Magnanimity of fome of the 
great Men amongft them, in liich Adions as are not fo conmion^ 
ly known. 

Marcellus, f General of the Roman Army before Sjfra^^ 
cufe^ being upon the very Point of giving an AfTault after a moft 
tedious Siege, which Archimedes had prolonged by his ftupen- 
dous Machines, could not forbear refleding upon the Deftruc* 
tion that was going to fall upon that great City { the Fury and Ava* 
rice of the enraged Soldier, in fine, all the Misfortunes which 
ulually befal a Place taken by Storm, and which it would not be 
f>offibie for him to prevent ; upon thefe Thoughts, as he contemp- 
lated Syracufe, he wept. Was not this a better Sign of a noble 
Soul, than all his Military Glory, how great foever I 

* Ciccr. in Orat. pro Sext; 

t AJpicij ut inftgms SpoUis MarccBus opimis 

Ingreditur^ vi£forque Viros fupereminet omnes f 

Hie run Rdmanam magno turbante tumuku 

Sijiet equis ; Jitrnet Poenos Gallumq^e rebeUitn : 

Tcrtiofue armdPairi fu^endct (opta Quirino* Vi r c. 
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And fome time after, upon his return to RjBme^ there came 
fome Inhabitants of Syracufe to accufe him during his Coniulfliip^ 
of having opprefTed them ; his Colleague was for hindering.them 
from making their Complaint, as he knew they came merely at 
the InftigatioHrf)f his Enemies ; but Marcellus waved all the Pri* 
vileges and Power of his Ofike, and would ftand the Accufation 
and have his Caufc tried by the Senate ; and upon his being ac* 
quitted of this falfe and inlblent Accufation, tht Syracufans threw 
themlelves at his Feet, and earneftly intreatcd his Forgivenefs : 
He not only forgave them, but ever after did them all poflible 
Services.* 

Nor is Flamininus to be forgot, (He who declared all Greece 
to be free by the Voice of a Herald at the IJihmian Games) for 
rhe Charader Tiutarch gives of him, is truly Magnanimous: ** He 
** chofe, fays he, to. frequent fuch Perfbns as he could be of Ser-- 
** vice to, not fuch as could ferve him ; for he looked upon the 
*' former as proper Subjedls to exercife his Virtue, the others as 
*' his Rivals in the Glory of doing generous Actions." 

He manifefted his Greatnefs of Sentiments alfo upon this 
Occafion : T>inocrates^ a chief Man at Mejfene^ propoled fome 
Scheme to Flamininus concerning that City ; now it is to be ob- 
ferved that this very Man had been feen by the Roman General 
the Evening before this at a Feaft very drunk, in which he had 
danced in a Woman's Habit, and done fome other Things not 
fuitable to Decency, and contrary to the Roman Gravity in thofe 
Times. \ When therefore he came to him next Day with his 
Propofal, Flamininus told him that he would confider of ir j •* but, 
*• lays he, I am furprifed that you, who could behave as you did 
♦• laft Night, Ihould pretend to concert Schemes, and meddle 
•• with Affairs of liich Conlcquence ! 

The Greatnefs of Soul in the following Adtion of Catulus^ 
who" commanded jointly with Marius in the War againft theC/V». 
bers^ is very remarkable : Upon a certain Occafion, the Roman 
Soldiers could not be perliiaded to keep the Field, but marched 
off with great Precipitation j Qatulus^ our of. a great Senfe of the 

* Plut in Marcell. 
t Plut. in Vita Flamm. 
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Honour of his Country, and to fave his Soldiers from Reproach 
when he found there was no flopping them, he put himfclf ac 
their Head, that they might not be thought (lays Tlutarch) to 
run away, but to follow their General. . 

There is not a more laudable Branch of Magnanimity than 
Moderation in high Fortune, or * in great Succefles, Forgivencfs 
of Enemies, and even, helping them in the Purfuit of Honour 
and Glory : All thefe arc found amongft the Ancients, both Greeks 
and Romans^ but they have moft of them an immediate Tenden- 
cy to the Good of their Country^ and are produced by that Af- 
fedion, and fcarce any are to be met with that are not from that 
Motive ; and as to Refufal of Honours, ^c. that may be attribu- 

* Left the Reader fliould think I ought to have inferted fome Inftances o^ Modera- 
tion and feeming Humility, I fhall here mention three or four : — Timofecn^ who has 
been mentioned before, is very remarkable ; after having delivered Syracufe from Tyran- 
ny, he was far from aflliming the Glory to himfclf ; for, (fays Com, ISfepoSy) Cumfuas 
mdes audiret pradicari nunquam diud dixit ^ quam fe in ea re maximis Diis gratias agerCy 
atque habere^ quod cum Siciliam recreare conjlituijjenty turn fe poiijfimum Diicem ejje volwjfent 
nihil enim rerum humanarum fine Deorum numme agi putabat, — Marcus Rutilius Cenjiri'" 
'iitis^ being made twice Cenfor by the People, aflembled them, and fcverely reprimanded 
them for intrufting the fame Man, how virtuous foever, fo long with that important 
Office, altho' this Precedent began in his own Perfon, Vakr. Max, — Fabius Maximum 
having been honoured with the Confulfliip five times himfelf, and his Father, Grand- 
father, fsTr. having enjoyed the fame Dignity, with much Earnellncfs intreated the Peo^ 
pie of Rome not to beftow fo many Favours upon his Family, at the very Time that 
they were chufmg his Son Conful, which they did unanimoully : ^mi hcc moderatione 
voientim [fays Valer. Max.) aunt efficocius qua ctiam Patrioi Affe^in^ qui pctcntijjimi haben=- 
tur^fuperavit. As to Forgivenefs of Enemies, Tib, Gracchus^ Tribune of the People, was a 
perfonal Enemy to the Family of the Scipio's ; yet when the great Africanui the Con- 
^eror of Hiutmbal was accufed by his envious Enemies, he interpos'd his Authority and 
protcfted him, and would not fuffcr fuch a General and fuch a Man, tho' his Enemy, 
to be unjuftly ufed. ibid, — Among the Greeks^ Theopompus King of Sparta firft inftitu- 
ted the Ephofi^ ^ Checks upon the Regal Power ; for altho' they might cramp his Will, 
he knew it woul4 be a Service to his Country. — There are two remarkable Inftances 
of Moderation, more, which deferve to be remembered i Paufatiias (under whofe Com- 
mand the famous Victory of Plataa was gained over Mardonius^ in which that General 
of the Perfians was killed,) was (bllicited by a certain Perfon to bang up the d^ad Body 
of Mardonius on a Gibbet, as that Perfian had fervcdthat of Leonidas jiis Uncle, who 
bravely loft his Life at the Streights of Thermopylae ; Paufanias^ I fay, refufed doing it, 
as fcorning to imitate the Bafenefs of Soul^ of the Perfian : And m the fame War, wheii 
the Generals of Sparta who commanded all the Army of the Allied in Chief, grew upon 
that too haughty and infolent, the Spartans of their own accord yielded the Command to 
the jkhenianSy chufing rather (fays Plutarch) to have nuKleft, obedient, humble Citizens, 
^Ittn the Glory of fo high a Command. 
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ted to a RefioemcQt of Pride, which by that means receives more 
Satisfadion than in the accepting the mod vifible Marks of Ap- 
plaufc and Approbation; therefore as the former Motive has been 
fboken of in the foregoing Chapter, and .this latter Article is of 
10 dubious a Nature, I Ihall not infift upon it. 

Their Courage is fo well known, that I Ihall not dwell long 
upon it ; the Bravery of the Greeks was fo univerially acknow- 
ledged, that the Kings of Terjia, Lords of fo many Millions of 
Men, never thought themfelves fo ftcure as with a fmall Body of 
Creek Troops in their Army. Cyrus the yoimger would hardly 
have attempted to dethrone his Brother Artaxerxes, had he not 
had thofe Ten Thoufand Gr^e^ix, who made that glorious Retreat j; 
(after his Death) from the very Heart of Tir^ quite back to 
Greece. The Greeks feem to have been all equally brave ; how- 
ever different their Education and Government, yet all re&mbled 
each other in that one Point : I ^ree with a Modern Author^ 
that their Love of Liberty, and their being divided into fo many 
States, all ftrong and well peopled, and frequently at War^ con^ 
tributed no fmall Matter to tneir Courage ; and (as I have faid 
before) it was a Maxim with the Sfartans to conquer or di« ; as 
witneis that glorious Adion, when Leonidas and his three Hun- 
dred Spartans ftopt the whole Army of Xerxes at the Straights, 
of ThermofyU^ and having made a great Slaughter of the Enemy, 
were every one of them killed. 

And the Valour of the Romans in Battle, is a thing too 
well known for me to expatiate upon ; then, their Fortitmide in 
bearing the Approaches of Death, is what few People arc ignorant 
of ; nay, they were too prodig^ of Life, and often parted with 
it for Reafons which were very tmwarrantable ^ any great Mif^ 
fortune, the Lofs of Liberty, Pride di&ppointed, a oad State of 
Health, Defpair, all thefe made the Heathens put an End to their 
Being : I imll not inftance Cato and Brutus^ among the J?mMi9rx, 
and many others, this is a Topick well known,, and the £imc 
Spirit is obfttved amongft the Greeks. % Cicero and fomc other 
Philofophers have in fome meaiitre blamed them for this Temper^. 

t Sii XcnophonV Ritrtat of th Ten Thmfind Greeks, ini Phrt. m Artaxw. 
X Plut. in Ckoiiu 
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aad fhewn that tme Fortimde is in bearing Misfortunes as be* 
comes Men ; but even they added feme Claufcs to their Pre- 
cepts, wliich made them not equal to Chriftian Perfe(5lion ; but 
' it muft be confefs'd that they met Death in all its Terrors, upon 
all Occafions, with great Magnanimity. 

With what aNoblenefs of Soul Acts Socrates die? how glo- 
riouily does he diicourie with his Friends before his unjufl; Exe<^ 
CQtioq ! with what true Greatnefs does he refufe to make his E- 
fcape, when he might eafily have done it! I could bring many 
more Examples to thofe I have already Ipoken of. 

How much beyond the timid Behaviour of their Sex did the Mo« 
iher of Cle$m€nes and the Wife of his Friend Tantheus meet their 
Fate in Egypt ! their ible Care was to compofe their Bodies in a 
decent Pofture! When under Oppreflion of Tyrants, fuch as were 
many of the jS^«r/^^ Emperors, with what true Fortitude didfome 
of the noble Romans fiifFer Death, as Seneca^ Burrbus^ Thrafea^ 
^c. Even the Ladies among the Ancients made light of that xmi^ 
vcrfal Terror to Human Nature ; as the famous Portia, ArriUi 
Lucretia^ and many others I 

Now it is really (I muft repeat it) what juftly claims our Won* 
der, that Djeath fhould appear fuch a Trifle to the Ancient Hea-» 
thens, who had fiich a faint, fuch an uncertain Idea of a Future 
State. It is forprifing that the Love of Glory, of Fame, in fliort* 
that Pride fhould get the better of that Paflion fo natural to all 
created Beings ; but this in reality was the Cafe, in moft of thefe 
Occurrences amongft the Pagans* 

Nor was their Fortitude in bearing Bodily Pain lefs worthy 
t)iir Notice; this they made light of, and I have fhewn that the 
Stoicks would not acknowledge it an Evil. It was part of the 
* Spartan Education to be infcnfible of Pain, as may be obfcrved 
in all the Accounts of their Government, (to which I have re- 
ferred the Reader :) In fine, a high Opinion of the Dignity of 
then- refpc<fiive Nations, and a fear of being unworthy of fiich a 
People, prompted both Greeks and Romans to undergo Death 
and Pain with great Tranquillity. 

* Trespldgas Spartan^ nobttiiate Conco)ci^ fays an ASor in Plautus — Pattens Laceda^ 
mon, fays H^ace. Sec Plutarchy Potter ana Rollin. 
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Some of them alfo were truly Magnanimous in bearing the- 
Death of the neareft and deareft Relations very heroically .f So 
Pericles the Athenian fupportcd the Lofs of all his Sons, ex- 
cept the lad, with much Conftancy. 

Fabius Maximus made the Funeral Oration of his Son him- 
felf, without any Emotion. :|: 

Others have borne Imprifbnment with danger of Death or 
-Torment with great Hcroifm : Thus did the famous ^elofi^ 
das^ who had fo nobly executed that Confpiracy which freed- 
Thebes his Native Country from the Oppreflion of the Lacedemo^ 
nians'^ a Confpiracy which, young as he was, he formed and con- 
trived himlelf, and laid the whole Plan, which was fucceftfiilly 
followed by himfclf afid his brave Friends. This great Maa was? 
put into Prifon contrary to the Law of Nations, by a vile Ty- 
rant named Alexander^ who governed at Theres in Thejfaly r Du-^ 
ring his Confinement, far from being dejeded, he frequently Icnr 
the Tyrant Word, that he was a Monfter, and would infallibly 
perifli and fall a Vidim to his own Crimes ; inch was his Forti- 
tude ! 

I SHALL clofc my Obfervations upon the Course and For-- 
titude of the Ancients, with this Remark, (which has perhaps 
been made by others,) That it is juftly Matter of Adoniihmenr, 
that the Afiaticks have always been noted for want of Courage 
and Fortitude ; and that Magnanimity, Courage and Fortitude, f* 
Liberty and good Government have been almoft always the 
Growth of Euro^e^ as well as the Perfeftion of Arts and Scien- 
ces. There may be fome Exceptions to this general Observation,, 
but not enough to deftroy the Force of it. And the thing con- 
tinues fb ftill ; the ^erfians indeed, we read, were once a hardy- 
brave People, before and at the Time of Cyrus the Great ^ that is^. 
before they were grown opulent and great ; but after his Time they^ 
fank, and were ever afterwards, with all their Riches and Power,, 
beaten, and at laft liibdued by the Greeks ^\xki a handful of Men.. 

t Plut. in Pericl. % Plut. in Fab. Maxim. * Plut. in Pelopid. 

+ To (hew the abjed Way of Thinking of the Ajiatich^ feveral Authors have taken* 
Notice of the Meannefe of Spirit of the Cappadocians^ who being offered LibertV by the 
Rsmanu abfolutely rcfufed it : Lihertatem repudiaverunty ut quamftbi dicerent intoierabiUm^ 
Strab. Lib. 12. 

How 
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How far the Climate may influence in Europe and J^a to pro^ 
dace this, I will not determine. 

I T H I N K alio that it is no fmall Mark of Greatncfs of Soul, 
the great Propenfity to Philofophy obferved in the Grecian and 
Reman Youth ; this we may take notice of mAlcibiades^ who, 
with all his Vivacity and Irregularity of Temper, took a fmgular 
Pleaiure in liftening to Socrates, aqd even conceived a flrong 
Aff^Otion for him ; and not only he, but the chief young Mea 
•of Athens conftantly attended, lov*d and reverenced this great 
PhiJofbpber, and were continually watching with Eagernels to 
catch every wife and good Precept that he uttered 

T»E fame Temper we read of in the R(man\ o\3x\iy who were 
daily waiting upon the ficft Phiioibpbers who appeared at Rome^ 
and whom tne elder Cato was fo very averfe to. :j: We may alfb 
rank under this Head, as an Effcdl of Greatnefs of Soul and Ele- 
vation of Genius, thofe excellent Forms of Government, and 
thofc wife Laws eflrablifhed at Greece and Rome^ which for fo 
many Years promoted the Liberty, Eafe and Happinefs of each 
People. It is very certain, (as I have before hinted,) that the 
Ancients by far liirpafled the Moderns in the Arts of Govern* 
naent ; the general Felicity of the People was more their Aim^ 
and purfiied by better and more likely Methods to fucceed. 

There was a Greatnefs of Soul much beyond any thing to 
be met with in our Days, in Timoleony who when he had freed* 
Syracufe, when he had reftor'd all the Inhabitants of Sicily to 
their juft Rights, retired to a Country Seat in that lHand, gave 
up all his Command, and (pent the Remainder of his Days as a 
private Man ; and liich was the grateful Refped: which the Inha* 
bitants of Syracufe had for him, that whenever any Affair of 
Conlequence was to be debated in the publick Aflembly,* they 
always defired his Prefence,, and he, blind as he was, (for he was 
afflided with that Misfortune in his old Age,) was brought in a 
Chariot into the midft of the People, and gave them his OpinioUy. 
which was always religioufly followed, and then he returnee! home 
amidll the loud Acclamations of all Syracufe. 

X Plutarch in Cato Cenf. * Plut. /« TimoU/ 
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What a glorious Sattsfi^<9:toti mud this be* to reflei<9: upon (b 
many Thoufands made free aod liappy by fais Means, and to find 
that they preferved a due Senfe bf the great Benefit be procured 
them ! I can conceive no Pkafuro on Earth fuperior to it. 

One Example more will conclude the Proofs I had to bring 
of the Magnanimity of the Ancients. The Son of the great * Fa^ 
kius (whom I have mentioned more than once,) was Conful^ and 
commanded the Roman Army which was encamped near Rmu^ 
his Father was fent to him upon fbme Meflage from the Senate $' 
and the old Man, defirous to try his Son, went to him on Horib- 
back, and entered the Cani{> in that manner, (which was not ca^ 
ftomary ;) the firft Gu^u-ds let him pals out of Veneration for a 
Peribn of that Age and Reputation ; but as fooa as his Son £iw 
faim, he ordered his Officers to do thdr Duty^ and that if any 
one wanted to approach the Confiil^ they mud come in fiich a 
manner as ihew'd Refpetft to that Dignity ; npon this they made 
Fai^ius flight : Th(^ who were Spe«%ators of this Scene, thought 
the Son to blame; hm FaJ/ius jxidj^d better, he ran to his Son and 
embraced him^ telling him he was traniported with Joy to find 
that he knew the Importance of his Office^ and that he de£bycd 
to be Conful of Hi^me. 

Thus it appears what thcGreeis and "fRdmans were in thoie 
Times, which may be caUed tbeTimes of their true Greacnefs : When 

they 

* The mentioning again this great Man, puts me in mind of telling the Reader^ that 
had not I avoided as much as poiBbk nmning upon trite Subjects, I fbduld have much 
expatiated upon the Magnanimity of the whole Body of the Roman People during all 
their bad Succefles in the fecond Fmick War ; and particularly I (houid have taken 
notice of then* gallant Behaviour after the &tal Battle of Canfut ; for it is very CBrtaiii 
that what Mr. Z>/ St. Evremnd (in his cle^uit Reflexions upon the Genius of the Ro- 
man People, a Work of great Beauty and Spuitj has juftly obferved, is true, that theTime 
I fpeak of was the true Epccha of the Roman Greatnefe of Soul, which was never fo con» 
ipicuous as then. 

+ Upon Occafion of the War with Pyrrhus, there were maoy ven^ magdaniiaous 
A^ftions on both Sides manifefted ; as particularly, when the King of Epirus fent his 
Favom-ite Cyneas with Prefents to the Ronton Senators and Ladies, not one would re^ 
ccive them until that Prince fliould be declared a Friend of Rom^. — And agam, When 
the Senate feemed inclinable to a Peace with PyrrhuSy old Appius ClaudiuSy fimamed Ca^ 
£USy or the Blind j who had been long retired from the World upon -account -of that Mif- 
fortunc, would be conduced to the Affembly, where he reprefented the Infamy it wouM 
she toJRomi to .conclude a Peace with PyrrhuSy unkfs he cjuitted Italic -, and his Advice 
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they lofl their Liberties, they (boo degenerated ; for Slavery makes 
Men ba(e and ab)e<9:; they are obliged to ule little Arts, Fawning 
and Flattery, Cringing, and all Meanneis, to preferve themfelves 
£aSc firom the Ill-nature and Caprice of their Oppreflbrs ; they 
cannot exert their Thoughts or their Faculties ; in fine, they have 
nothing to do but to obey. This was the Fate of the Greeks and 
Ramans^ and this in the End caufed their Deftrudion. This leads 
me to obferve, what a mortifying^ Reflet^ion it mufl: be for all 
thoie who are Admirers of the Ancient Greatnefs, to confider by 
what a. Sett of Men Greece and Italy are now inhabited ; the for- 
mer is the Seat of Ignorance and Barbarian Tyranny,, the other 
of monftrous Bigotry and equal Tyranny, if we except two or 
three States^ which have indeed fome Shadow of Liberty, at lead 
vpon Comparifon with the others. Afflidied with real Grief at 
Ibch a mekncholy View, a true Lover of the Ancients cannot 
kelp exclaiming, whea he turns his Thoughts upon Imperial Rtme;, 

Howls the Toitof Fate^ the Work of Ager^ 

The Roman Emf ire fallen ! ■- 

The Mifirefs of the World, the Seat of Efftpire, 
The Nnrfe of Heroes^ the "Delight of Gods, 
Thi^ humbled the proud Tyrants of the Earth, 
Andfet the Nations free, Rome is no more! 

Italy that once gave Laws to the greateft Part of the known* 
World, is now tyrannized by thofc Barbas'ians (he once io mucb 
de%i(ed I and Rome itfelf is now a Prey to mitred Oppreflbrs, 
who make their Yoke as fixed as it is heavy, by ^ding Religion 
as a Weight too mighty ever to be ax>ved. 

I NOW briefly take notice how much, we have of Magnanimity 
in the Cbriflian World.«*-— ^And here I believe it will a[^ar very 
clearly, that Greatnels of Soul is but very rarely to be met with 
by U3, eitlwr in our Hiffcorics, or in our prefent Times ; we fail 

prcvaiTd. — And ^n, w« muft obfervc the Mtoianimity of Pyrrbus and the Rmans 
In this ; that Prince fent th^ Romcm Prifoners to Rimu with Fabricius, one of the Rman 
*AmbaiIadon, upon their Promife of returning after celebrating the Feaft of the SatumaRa- 
with their Friends, in cafe no Treaty was agreed on : As there was none, the Senate 
ftm them an back, and foj^d any to (by at Rime under Pain of Death. 
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in every Branch, except in that of Courage ; that is not wanrinS, 
particularly in this Ifland, where People are often too prodigal 
of Life : Nor in general is Mankind in Europe deficient in that 
Point, as to Bravery in Battle, but that is n^erely Mechanical} 
Men are couragious upon thofe Occafions, (as I have obferved ia 
^ former Chapter,) who ftiew no Bravery any where eife. But if 
we come to Fortitude, as to the bearing up under Difappointments 
and Misfortunes, that is far from being Unrverfal ; nor is Mag* 
nanimity fhewn in noble Behaviour cither to Friends or Enemies ; 
and the fame may be oblerved of former Ages, if wc take the 
Pains to canfult the Hiftories of thofe Times. WhataLittlenefsof 
Soul is there in all the Proceedings between Chriftian Nations ! what 
Artifices, what low Tricks to impofe upon one another ! and the 
fame is to be taken notice of between Man and Man ; it would 
be endlefs (as I laid in a former Chapter) to fpecify each partica* 
Jar Inftance, every Man who is the leaft verfed in the World, or 
in Hiftory, will be eafily lenfible of what I fay. Not but that 
there are fome generous Spirits we may read of in the Accounts of 
pad Times, and fome to be met with even in fo general a Dcge* 
neracy ; but that is nothing to thePurpofe, becaule their Number 
is lb Imall, and as I have faid more than once, the Wonder is 
why all are not fb, and that is the Subje<St of this Enquiry* 

For certainly * the Chriftian Religion is a greater and traer 
Incentive to Magnanimity, in all its Branches, than all the poh* 
tick Inventions of the Ancients, by their publick Eftablifliments 
and Rewards ; for they were obliged to have recourfe to fiich 
Means ; for it is to be obferved by what has been faid in the firft 
Chapter on that Head, that neither their Religion or their Philo- 
fophy could be the Sources of fiich a general Magnanimity : Now 
let us confider the Chriftian Religion, and we Ihall find it the 
true Spring from whence Magnanimity (hould naturally arife, 

* Among all the various Incitements which tfce ChriftUns hivc to -every Virtue, aod 
to confummate Goodnefs, over what the Heathens had, I think the Confideration of 
a glorious Immortality, which we are aflured of by undoubted Revelation, is none of the 
leaft 5 for if the Heathens were capable by the mere Light of Nature to concefve fo high an 
Idea of their Souls by their faint Notions of Immortality, (as we fee in Plato^ Ciaroy &€.) 
what ought to be the Sentiments of a Chriftian on that noble Topick ? Ought it not 
to exalt our Souls beyond the greateft Height of Pagan Magnanimity and Virtue, when 
9(t confider that God himfelf has told us wc (hall live for ever I ' 
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Revelation aflures us that wc were created by an all-wife 
and ali-powerfol Being, who has thought fit to form us in his 
Likencfs, as the Chiefs and Lords of his whole Creation; andfuch 
is the continued Love of this Almighty Creator, that even alter 
the Forfeiture of his Favour, he has vouchfafed to make Man- 
kind his Care, to be anxious for their Salvation ; which by the 
abundant Tcndernefs of our Saviour was effcded fty his Death, 
by the voluntary Sacrifice of himfelf upon the Croft. This Is 
what every true Chriftian is bound to believe ; it makes the very 
Eflence of his Faith. What a high Opinion therefore (hould all 
Chriftians have of the Dignity of their Nature; who have liich 
certain * Proofs of the Love of the Efcity in their Creation and 
Redemption ! It is evident, that upon thelc Confiderations Chri- 
ftians have Incitements to Magnanimity, far beyond any thing 
that can be found in all the Education and Philofbphy of the An« 
cients. Yet how far inferior are they in the Pracflice ! 

I SUBMIT this to the Judgment of the candid Reader; whe« 
ther upon a due Examination of Chriftianity, as contained in the 
lioly Gofpel, and then of the abfurd Theology of the Pagans, I 
iay, whether a great Superiority is not to be expeded amongft 
the Chriftians, over what eould be hoped from the Pagans. 

1 N fine, nothing can exCeed the Idea I have of a true and per- 
fed Chriftian, according to the Rules laid down in the Golpel : 
Such f they were in the primitive Times, when the Precepts and 
Example of our Saviour and his Apoftles were recent amongft 
them, and confequentlv had a greater Influence ; but when they 
had got the better of the Pagan Opppreflioii, they foon degenera- 
ted, and fell under the Burthen of tneir own Sins : To what this 
was chiefly owing, is the Aim of this Trearife to enquire into, for 
the Fads are too plain to be difown'd* 

♦ Nothing can more evince to vw the Ncceffity of- Revelation to enforce Moral 
Xaws, than that many of the Legiflators of Antiquity were forc'd to pretend a Commu- 
Tiication with the Deity, to give their Laws their due Weight ; but bow did they &11 
ihort in ihe Proofe necc&ry to eftablifli that Bdief ! 

t What can furpafs the true Magnanimity of all the Primitive Chriftians, who 
before the Princes and Tyrants of tlie Earth were undaunted, tho' in Bonds and under 
Oppreflion ? And in, all the other Branches of that Virtue, th^ Ihin'd with equal Lu- 
ifare ; Forgiveneb of Enemies, being regardleis of all ill Ufage which was beftowed oa 
tbem to obftruS their 2^al and pious Endeavours for the Converlion of Mankind ; all theic 
^were Points in which they all adcd up to their holy Faith. 

U CHAP. 
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C H A p. IV. 

Of the Contempt (?/^Money^ and of the 
SimpUcitj of Life of the Ancients. 

APafliouate Fondncft for Money i$ often from different 
Views ; Ibme Men love to be rich, merely for the Satisfac- 
tion of thinking that they podefs fo much Gold and Silver, al- 
though ic be really of as little Ule to them as if it were ftill in its- 
Original Earth. 

Others there are, who continually make if their Study to 
enrich themfelves t>y all poflible Methods, that they may have it 
in their Power to gratify their extravagant Paffions and wild ir- 
regular Defires. 

Both thefe Species degrade the Dignity of Human Nature ;. 
and both are Criminal, and Pefts to Society. 

For as to the firft; is it not monftrous, is not there a vifible 
Abliirdity, that Men fhould make their whole Lives one continued 
Scene of Uneafinefs, to amais what they have not the Spirit ta 
make ufe of, cither for their* own Convenience, or the Eale of 
others? Befides, it is Criminal as to Society; becaule they often 
get Wealth by indire<fl Means, by the deceiving the Unwary and 
Ignorant, or by taking Advantage of the Paffions, Miferies and Mis- 
fortunes of their Fellow-Creatures; and then they detain fo much 
of the Money of a Nation, which were it in other Hands would 
have a free Courfe, and circulate more to the Benefit of Mankinds 
There is certainly fomething very unaccountable in fuch Difpofi*- 
tions, it mud be the EfTed" of a wretched Littlenels of Soul. 

The other Spicies is not of a better Stamp; for their earneft 
Pefire of Money is to fatisfy Paffions of an unwarrantable Na- 
ture, injurious to Society, and beneath the Dignity of th^ir Na- 
mre. 

Not 
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Not only this, ao eigcr f ondncfs for Things criminal and mean 
generally puts them upon making ufe pf Methods of the fame 
Kind to- procure their own Contentment. And they are not in 
the leaft the more to be commended for their Ipcnding again 
that Money which they have been thus defirous of getting; (no 
more than Catiline ^^diS, atieni a^petins^ fni frafufiis ;) becaufe 
in the diftribtitiug of it, they fcidom or never coniiilt the real 
Wants or Merir o^ Mankind, but only how far they can contri- 
bute to then Plcal'ires; and how little the World is benefited by 
that, is (Jaiy to conceive : qay, I affirm, it \s made worfe by it j 
for iuch Perlops not only encourage their own Vices, but pro-i 
mote and nourilh rhofe of others. 

The fame may be faid of thofc who are born to noble and 
Iplendid Fortunes, which they do not endeavour to encreafe, but 
make it their Study to employ in the JEnjoyment of Pleafures 
abfplutely unworthy of Rational Beings. 

Thus Luxury,. Pomp and Magnificence of all Kinds, and in 
all Shapes, is mean and little, incompatible with true (jrcamcft 
of Mind, and hi^ly injurious to the World. 

That it implies real Narrownefs of Soul, to be attached to 
fiich Trifles, appears in this, that all thofe Men amongft the An- 
cients, who arc acknowledged to have delcrvcd the Name of tru- 
ly Great Men, have all dclpiied and fct at nought all Luxury and 
worldly Magnificence. Befides, the Confequence of it is often fa- 
tal both to thofe who make ufe of it and to others ; for when Men 
are got into tti irregular Courfe of Life, void of all decent Oeco- 
nMny, theynevct refled fh the leaftupon the Means being gone^ 
bur purfi^ the firaac Road, 40 the Ruin of thctafelves and orhets. 

But I ihall flop here, for this i« a Subjed io beaten and worn, 
and treated of by fo many Authors of defcrved Reputation, that 
it would be Vanity in me to think I can fay any thing new upon 
it : I fliall only add, that what I have (aid relates to Men in pub- 
fiek as well as private Stations, and is much more terrible and 
fiital to Society in the former than in the latter. 

That the Ancients had that Grcatnefe of Mind which makes 
Men d^fpife thofe Things which attraA the AfJcdions of the wea- 
ker Part of Mankind, will Appear from the following Difcourfe* 

U i tf 
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It is indeed a main Branch of Magnanimity, and might have- 
been inferted in the former Chapter; but ic was fo remarkable a. 
Virtue amongft them, confidering the Diladvantages they were 
under as to Religion, that I thou^t it well defcrved a Chapter to 
itfelf. 

Not but that many both in the Roman and Grecian States 
ran into the fame Vices that we do, but yet it was in the latter 
TimeSt when they drew near their Deftrudion/ of which thofe 
Vices were the main Caufe; and even in their worft Times, all thcir^ 
Philofophcrs, and all thofe who were any ways Pretenders toi 
Wifdom, conftantly declaimed againft Avarice and Luxury. 

In the firft Times of the i2(7«iii^ People, a voluntary Poverty,^ 
and a general Simplicity of Life werie amblutely neceflary to their 
WelUbcing, and to the Security of their State ; like young Be- 
ginners in all Profeflions and Trades, they were forced to prac— 
•tifc Frugality, and to make it general, by making it hionourahle.-- 
This they did not only as productive in itfelf of fiich immediate 
Emolument, but as the Source of many other Bleflings and Vir^ 
tues, as they well knew the contrary muflr produce Avarice, and 
confequently Injuflice and Baienefs Qf all Kinds. This Maxim, 
once well fixed, grew natural to them ; and in Procefi of Time 
all thofe who were to prove fcrviceable to the State, and born to 
increafe the Grandeur and Power of Rome, conlhmtly pracSi- 
fed this Virtue : And as they had a true Contempt for Mo- 
ney, fo they had for every thing which is purchafed and acqui- 
red by that alone. This noble Way of Thinking never totally left 
them, till they were abfolutely degenerated, and loft to every other 
Virtue. It was . more remarkable in..the Beginning, as I have 
before (aid, becaufe it was more neceflary ; bot theymight with 
out offending againft Morality have gone a little £ifther, could 
they have ftopt there ; but the Misfortune was, as foon as the 
Boundaries and Limits were thrown down. Avarice and Luxury *' 
(infeparable Companions,) rufh'd like a Torrent upon them, and 
never could be (topped cmtil they had totally overwhelmed the 
Liberty, and foon after the very Being of Rome. 

♦ The Luxury and Magnificence of the Romam were prodTgious, and fuch as mighb 
be expeded from thofe who were Matters of tUe^World $ not 01^ the chief Senators and 
PMridanSy Gcncrab or Emperors^ but evea every private Citizen of any Suhftance^ had a 
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-— Savior Armis 

ILuxuria incuhult, viStumque ulfcifcltur OrBem: Luc an» 

I SHALL not infift long upon the firft Times of the Roman 
|lepablick« fincc that has been a Topick fo* often difcours'd 
upon ; I cannot however let them pafs without fomc Notice. It 
was ufual in thofc Beginnings of the Roman Power, for them 
to take their Generals from the Plough ; fuch was the Poverty 
of thofc Times ; of this we have a famous Inftancc in ^ Cincin^ 
natus, and Attilius Regulus, both too well known for; me to 
expatiate upon. Thus Curius and Fabricius were of equal Sim-*- 
plicity in: their Lives j it was ♦'fuch as Thefc who laid the Foun- 
dations of the Roman Greatneft. lUit rufticojofere attrita ma* 
nus {{zys Valerius Maximus) falutem fublicam fiabilierunt^ and 
that we may not think that this Poverty was not of Choice, let 
US obfcrve the Condu^ oi Fabricius under a ftrong Temptation.. 

When Tyrrhus; whom I mentioned in my firft Chapter,. 
made that rafli Attempt i^on Ital^y after fomc AdSons betweeir 
him and the Romans^ the latter fcnt AmbafTadors to Tyrrhup 
(to treat about the Ranlbm. of Prifoncrs,) amongft whom was- 
Fabricius^ The King's Miniftfts fooh informed him of the Me- 
rit of this Roman, and at the fame Time of his extream Pover- 
ty» They could not comprehend that this could be his Choice, 
Tyrrhus therefore made it his Bufinefe- to tempt him, and to this 
Purpofe offered him a large Sum merely as a Gift, which Fabricius 
abfolutely-reftifed; and upon, this Head Tlutarch ^wts us a great 
Inflance of the Magnanimity of this Man, both as to his Con-^ 

monftrous Number of Slaves to atteftJ them, and all Things in proportion. Methinks, 
fince Virtue cannot prevail upon us, the Confideration of how far we mud fall fliort in 
€XLT greateft Attenipts of Grandeur and Luxury, ought to make us renounce fuch £n« 
4eavours, . and. thus grow, wife through a Defpair of ever equalling the Height of fuch 

♦ Ilk triumpbatd Capitolia ad aba Corintho 

Vi^or aget Curmm, cafis infignts Achivis. 

Eruit iUe Argos, Agamemooniafque Mycenas 

hfurnqtu iEadden germ armipoUntii Achillei ; 

llltus avcs Trojse, Templa V termerata Minerva 

^sTey Magne Cato taciturn ; auttiy Cofle, relinquat? 

^ms Grachi Genus ? aut GemimSj duo Fulmina belli 

Scipiadas, cladem Uihyx} parvoque potentem , 

Eabricium ? velTefuko ScvTzneJereniem^ V i it c. 
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tempt of Money, and in other Rcfpeds. Tytrhus^ who had i 
Mind to try him every Way, ordered the Officer who had the 
Command of his Elephants, (an Animal us*d in War by mofl: 
Princes at that Xinie) to get the largeft of them armed, and ap- 
pointed for Battle, and to place him behind a* Curtain in the 
Place where the King was to be in Gonverfation with the Ramai$ 
AmbafTador. This was done according to his Command, and oa 
a fudden the Curtain w;is drawn up, and this terrible Animal ap- 
peared, lifting up his Trunk and niaking a horrible Bellowing. 
Fabricifis had never feen an Elephant before, but far from b?jng 
ftirpriz'd, he only gently turned about and looked ai .; ^ -n- 
ftrousBeaft; Neither your Gold Yefterday (feys he, i r» i i; :a 
the King df EjfHrffs,) nor your ElephaiK to Day have miy £f- 
fedl upon me J • . 

P YRRHUS was fo rharmed with the Cljarader of this Man, 
that he propofed to him to ftay in his Court, * and aflured hini 
he ihouid be the chief in Favour with him. FabriciuSy no- 
thing movM by this gratious Offer, anfwered foftly, that tbb 
would not l>e expedient or prudent for him to permit or defire } 
" For, lays he, when your People once come to know fifty' Cha- 
•* rader, they will be for having me for their King inftead of yon/' 
This was bold, and would be an excellent Anfwer were it Icfe vain 
and infoknf. However, the King was not iw the lead offended 
at it ; but fhewM on his Part a true Greatnefs of Soul, by difeiifllng 
thefe haughty Republicans with great Humanity. 

CuRius was of the fame Stamp, as to his Simplicity of Life 
T^nd Contempt of Money : For when the Amba^adors of the Sam^ 
nites were lent to him with Prcfents, they found him in his lit- 
tle Dwelling fupping upon Roots, and the mod common Things, 
and. ufing a Wooden Spoon. His Anfwer to them was great, for 
he told them, that he left them to judge what thofe Men had 
to do with Gold, who could live as be did j that for his Parr, 
he had rather be Mafter of thofe who pofTcfled Money, than 
have any of it himfelf This was the true Roman Spirit, which 
(Qianifefted itfelf fo early, that Conqueft was their firft Aim, that 

JPlut. w Pyrrho. 

Glory 
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Glory was what they fought for, and not Riches. ♦Such alfo was 
Camillusy and fuch thofc great Men whom Horace has fo nobly 
celebrated. 

Regulum 8? Scauros, animsque magn^ 
Trodigum Paulum; jfuferante Pseno^ 
Gratus injigni referam Camana, 

Fabriciumjwe 
. Hunc^ S? incomptis Cothxm Caftllh 
Vtilem hello tuUt, ® Camillum 
Sava Taufertas, ^ avitus a^to 

Cum Lare fundus. Ode ii. Lib; r. 

Yet thefe Men were the chief Magiffrates of Rome, com- 
manded its Armies, and gained glorious Vidories, were dreadful 
to its Enemies, and its true and only Protection and Defence. 

I F we leave thefe firft Times of the Repubiick, and come a 
Itttle lower, when they were arrived at a greater Share of Power, ^ 
we fiiall find the fame noble EXfpofition ; let us but confider Tau* 
[us Emilius, (the Conqueror of Ter/eus^) under whole Com* 
mand (as I have oblerv'd) the Romans dcftroyed the Macedonian 
Empire (which had been raifedto Inch a height of Glory by ^/f^- 
andcTy) who, out of all the Treafures of "Perfeus, would take 
nothing for himfcif or Family, except that Prince's Library, which 
he diftribured amongft his Sons ; and to his Son-in-Law Tubero, 
as a Reward for his Valour, he gave nothing but a fmall Silver 
Cup. He would not fo much as lee or examine the immenfe Trea- 
forcs be had made himfcif Mafter of by Conqueft, but fubmit- 

♦ There is in Valerius Maxhnus a Angular Proof of the Noblenefs of Spirit of the 
ancient Romsos, In the Matter we arc now upon. Upon an Embafly from Ptolemy^ 
King o/ Egypt^ the Senate in Return fent him four Ambail'adors, who being upon their 
Departure, received each a golden Crown for a Prcfent from that Prince, which they . 
(inftcad of keeping) placed on the King's Statues which were in the puWick Places of 
his- Capital. — He thereupon made them other Prefcnts, which they accepted andbfought 
to R^mi i but as foon as they arrived^ they carry 'd them into the publick Treafure,— 
l^e publico jcidcet minijhrio nihil cuiquam prater umdem bene admimjh'att Officii accedcre de- 
berejudlcanies. The Senate and People, not to be behind-hand in Generofity, ordered, 
that the Ambafladors fliould receive an Equivalent to what they hati put in the Treafure, 
as a Reward for their Services : — What Greatnelk of Soul is. there in thi» Aflfair on all 
Sides ! 
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ted all to the Dilpofal of his Country. And this great Mm, 
after his Conquefts and Commands, ^fcer having enriched the 
Pbblick Coffers to fuch a degree, thattheCitizensof i?^»r)f paid no 
Taxes for 115 Tears after/ (fee OV^r^^'s OjJEr«,Lib.x.) after all 
this, he did not add one Earthing to his own.Fortune, wJiich, mo- 
derate as it was, he left as he found it. 

And one of his Sons ftiewed himfclf worthy of fiich a Father ; 
for as he had been adopted by the Son of the famous Scipo A- 
fricanus. one of the moft opulent .Families in Rotne^ as looi^ as 
his Father Vaulus Emilius/vfzs dead iie gave up his Shstre in 
his Fortunes to his elder Brother Fabius. What generous Diipo- 
fitions were thefe, how different were they from our Cuftoms ! 

The Simplicity of Life, the difinterefted Temper of the elder Cato^ 
are admirable ; who, when he was Governor of Sardinia^ inftead 
of exading magnificent Reception and JBntertainment (as aJL o- 
thers in that Office uied to do,) from thofe whom he governed, 
he ufed to vifit the Towns that were fubjed to him, attended 
only by a publick Officer to carry thofe lliings for him which 
were neceflary ; and he always manifefled the fame Diflike to all 
Pomp and Shew .and all Species xxf Luxury when he was at 
jRome^ or at his Country Seat ; and he is (aid never to have drank 
aay better Wine than any of his Slaves, or worn any Garments 
but fuch as were of the lowed Price. So little was he to be 
tempted by Money, that after ieveral glorious Victories over 
the Barbarians^ lie would not fb much as touch any thing of the 
Spoils, or fufl^er any of his People that were with iiim to enrich 
taemfeLves at the Expence of the Publick. In fine, his feverc 
and rigorous £xadtne(s, Jiis incorruptible Dilpontion, his great 
Frugality in every Thing that concerjied himfelf, made him wor- 
thy of the Cenfor/hip, one of the higheft Offices inRome^ as well 
as the mod ufeful : And he conftantly a<5^ed upoa this Maxim, 
that Luxury Iboner or later is the infallible Game of the Deftra- 
^ion of all Communities. 

There is a f Particularity obiervable, concerning this great 
Man, as well as touching his Con temporary iPAii^/irMi^x, which I 
xaoSk not omit, though foreign to my Purpofe ; and that i», that 

♦ Plut. w p. Emilio. " 

t Pba. in the Life of Cao Senior, and of Flamin. 

both 
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1>oth of them, after having commanded in Chief the Armies of 
the Republick, and obtained great Victories, yet for the Service 
of Rome they did not dildain to lerve under other Generals, when 
the Time of their own Command was expired ; this (if I am not mi^ 
flaken^ was fometimes done by others, tho' I think not fo re- 
markably as in theft two great Perfonages. This was true Mag- 
nanimity and Affection for their Country. 

Can one be furpriz'd (as has been obferv'd) that fuch Spirits 
as theft, which Rmie frequently produced, fhouldin time exalt 
that proud City to be Miftrefs of the greateft Part of the (then) 
known Wofld? 

Next to this Roman Genfor, we are to take notice of his 
great Grandfon Cato^ who kiird himftlf at Vtiea, not to fall in- 
'to Cafar's Hands: This worthy Roman walk'd in the Steps of 
bis great Anceftor, and is juftly celebrated for his Simplicity of 
Afanners, and magnanimous Contempt of that (almoft univerfal) 
Tyrant, Money. The firft thing we find recorded of him in his 
Life {Tint, in Cat. Vtk.) is, that having a good Eftate left him, 
he immediately fold it, and lent the Money to all thofe of his 
Friends who had occafion for ir, without demanding any Intereft : 
At other times he would dciire them to Mortgage his Lands for 
their Uft, and he himftlf would confirm the Agreement* 

There are few Inft^nces of greater Integrity than what he 
fliew'd in that fcrupulous Nicety in his Care of all the Effedls and 
Treafures oiTtolemy King of Cyprus^ which he was commilfion'd 
by the Romans to bring home to the publick Coflfers, and of 
which he neither took any himftlf, nor permitted any of his Of- 
ficers or Attendants. 

T H B Behaviour of the great * Scipio in Spam, where his Cha* 
ility and Generofity were fo conlpicuous, is too well known for 
me to relate* 

The great Sentiments of Cornelia, Mother of the two Gracchi^ 
(thoft famous Protedors of the Roman People, who loft their 
Lives in that Caufe) is a great Example of Magnanimity, by her 
defpifing all thofe Trifles of which that Sex is generally thought 
•to be fond. A Lady from fomc Parts near Rome came to pay 

* Tit. Liv. 

X her 
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Iwr a Vifir, and to fpend a Night or tvw at her Houfe, and, as \st 
is ulual upon fuch Occafions, ofonghc with htr all her richeft Or-, 
namcnts, her Jewels,, her Dreffing- Place, fitfr. She exped^d to- 
find all thefc Things at the Houfe of a Lady of iucfc C^ity as. 
Qornilia^ even in greater Magnificence than thofe fhc had brooghtr 
with her; but as no liich thing appeared, fee grew impatient to* 
fee them, as is cuftomary with the Fair Sex; and not beiiig abte- 
ro forbear any longer, ftie begg'd Leave of CorntlU lo view faer^ 
Toilet, her Jewels, \&C: The Roman Lady ourDofcly fpan. out 
the Difcourfe until her Childfcn camc.from Sctioo)^ and then <he- 
prefented them to her Gueft; Here (fajrs (he) are my Ornaments*, 
here is what f value myfelf u^n f £.t hue, infuit, Omamenta 
mea funt. — Valer. Maxim* 

I F we come down yet fome Steps k>wer in the Roman HifKoxy^ 
we (hall find even in tliofe Times when ih^ Romans feem to have 
much degenerated, (without which they could not have loft their 
Liberty ;) I riiean, when they were fallen under the abfolute Do- 
minion of their Emperoris, there yet remain'd levcrtil Men of pri* 
mitivc Simplic^ of Manners, and who had not Id fbon. forgot: 
the glorious Examples of their great Forewfather$> 

And even feveral of the Roman Emperors took a- particular- 
Pleafure in Ihewing a due Contempt for what generally captivate^; 
weak Minds. 

It is certain that no People ever were curft witba worfc Sett 
of Princes than iht Romans ^trt-^ and it is remarkable, that they 
who were once fo nicely jealous of their Liberties, fell at laft un- 
der the Tyranny of fuch Monarchs as we are taught that God fends, 
in his Wrath to wicked Nations : And if it were permitted to ex- 
amine into the Order of Ptovidence, we might beteii^td to [ay,, 
that fuch Monfters were put over the Romans; as a Puniflmient 
for their Conquefts and Ufurpations. But without entering into^ 
filch Dilcuflions, we content ourfelves to oblerv? » that amongft fo^ 
itaatiy bad Princes who rulM thefc Sovereigns of the Worlds ihtrt^ 
W^re fome who governed mildly and juftly ; and^ every one of 
thefc affcded to mew how much they dcfpifed Riches^ or at leafti 
theConfcquencesofthem, Luxury, Pomp, and vain Magnificence:: 
Suetonius obferves that Augujlus^ during his whole Reign^ which; 

was> 
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^as atia Fifty Years, contented himfelf Xi^ith the fame Ap^tment 
and the fame Furniture from the Beginning to the End. 

Vespasian, (tbo' raifed to the Empire contrary to his Ex- 
petflation wh^ he flxfl: fet out in Life») yet altered not his Way 
of Living-upop his mew Exaltation ; he made it his chief Endea- 
vour to ptic a Stop, to Luxury : and the aboyementioned Author 
^ys of oku» that upon the mod: fblemn Days he always drank in 
a little (liver Cup givep him by his Grandmother, ^nd th^t both 
he and his Son Titus (afterwards nam'd ^ elicit bumani generis) 
always kept up a little Paternal Cpuntry Seat, without being in 
the kail ailbam'd of it? huj^able Size and Form. 

MARCiJS AuiiBLius, through a Superiority of Genius, and 
^ true Idea of what is really Great, abhorred all Pomp and Luxu^ 
xy^ quitted ^11 the Marks of his Imperial Dignity, and infl^ad of 
Guards and Lii^ors with their Faices, thought himfelf more Ma^ 
Jcftick in the plain Habit of a Philoibpher, and plac'd his only 
Grandeur in perfonming the exteniive Duties of his Fun&iqn; 
that is, of belfiig a g<K>d Prince in the fulleft Acceptation of 
that Word. 

Thus Nerva, Tr^yioH^ jintoninMs:, and thus M^fcus Aurelius 
'fold all thofe expcnfive Curiofities and Rarities of their Palace, 
which were £ir from neceflary, (the Fruits of the Extravagancies 
of rheir Predeceflbrs,) and applied the Money to eafe their 
People. 

PEaTtNAx, JHexander Severm, amongft the Emperors, arc 
|»ais'd in I^idory for the feme N^leA of vain Superfluities. 

Whcn the AmbaiFadors of Terfia came to * THbus^ (durina 
bis War with Terfia^ they fpund him fitting on thcGrais, and 
e^qg ibtne jalt Pork, cloath'd in a Woollen Gai^ment: when they 
t»uiic near hgim, he told them he was (he Emperor, and if their 
Maftcr^id oot look to hjipfelf, he would in a fliort time lay his 
Fields ws^^ and as ttaked as his H$ad^ upon thjs be pulled oflf 
. his Cap (which for his Baldn^fs he was forced to wear) to ipake 
this Simile the more fenfible to them. The Report they n^ade to 
their Sovereign of the Situation in which they found the Rfiman 
:^f4I9eror, z^rxSHd the "Perjkn and his whole Army ; and upon 

^ Tilkmont infs des £mpereurs. 

X % fhat 
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that he foon haftcn'd to conclude a Peace with Trohus^ upon tfier 
Terms which he was pleas'd to did:ate. 

Before I leave the Romans, I muft not omit a Paflage whicht 
is much to the Honour of Scipio Emilianus^ who has been before 
taken notice df : This great Man, who had had all the Riches of 
Carthage in his Difpolal, and had much enriched his Soldiers,, 
died rather poor than otherwife ; and to (hew his Averfenefs to 
Pomp and Luxury, being commiffion'd to vifit the Provinces by 
Order of the Senace, he went only accompany'd by the Philofb- 
iphcxTanetius^ his intimate Friend, and Five Servants ; and with; 
this Equipage he fettled the Affairs of Cities and whole Coun* 
tries, with as much Authority and Honour as if* he had been at-- 
ttended by the moft numerous Retinue: Cum per Socks & ex- 
t eras gent es iter facer et nan Mancipia^ fed viBoria numeraban^- 
tur nee quantum Auri ^ Argent I ^ fed quantum Amplitudinis- 
fondus fecum ferret aftimabaPur. Valer. Maxim. How ftrongly 
does Seneca declaim againft Riches, how much does he (peak in' 
Favour of that" true Greatnefs of Soul which he confefs'd he could 
not totally be Maftcr of [ 

B u T of all the remarkable Perfons amongft the Romans;^ as to 
a well judg'd Ufe of Fortune by a laudable Diftribution of his Af* 
fiflance to thofc who truly wanted it, none can furpals l^ltny the 
younger : This excellent Perfon with a moderate Fortune flicwM 
fuch a judicious Generofity, as aftoniflies in fuch an Age as our^ : 
I fhall treat more fully of hfe Condud, when I come to examine 
into the Frtendjhlf of the Ancients; I (hall only*obferve here,, 
that to ihew his Affedion to his native City, * he made a glori- 
ous Eflablifhment there ; he made it a Prefent of a good Library,, 
founded a School for Youth, and gave wherewithal to educate a 
Number of Orphans and poor Children : Befides this, in Grati. 
tude to his Nurfe, he made her a Gift of a little Eftate, fofficient 
to maintain her as long as fhe liv'd. f His great Humanity and 
Bounty to his Friends, fhall, as I faid before, be confidered in 
another Chapter. Such noble Sentknents did the wifeft of, the 
Romans preferve, even in a Time of general Corruption ! 

I T is unneceflary to defire the Reader to confider, that if the: 
greatcft Part of a Nation be corrupted, the Virtue of a Few (for 
* Como. • t 5<< Pliny'; Uttersy &c. 
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fo much does Mankind d^enerate, that the Virtuous are generally 
in iinall Number) cannot poflibJy prevent the fatal Conlequenccs 
of the Vices of the Majority : Thus it far'd with the Romans j 
there were Men in their Empire, even to the laft, who were 
Friends to Virtue, but the far greater Number were funk into eve* 
ry thing that was bad. This at laft fct theWoi4d free from their 
Yoke ; whether it fared the better for being fo, is not my Bufi^ 
nefs to examine into. 

I F we now turn our Eyes towards the Greeks^ we fliall find a 
difmtereflcd Spirit, a Contempt of Money, and a true Magnanimity 
manifefted in the Simplicity of their Manners; and ail this (to 
my Eyes at leaft,) in a more amiable Light than amongft the^o- 
mans \ for there was with all their Virtues a Ferocity, a Rough- 
nefs, which takes off from the Beauty of them ; whereas the 
Greeks^ generally fpcakingi join'd a Gentlenefs of Temper with a 
real Philofophical Aufterity of Life, k is remarked of Tericles^ 
that tho' he governed Athens during Forty Years, and according 
to his excellent Tafte beautify 'd and adorned the Gity (as I have 
obferv'd) with many of the Maffer-pieces of Sculpture and Archi- 
tedore, yet he did not in the Icail enrich his Family. And to 
prevent his being any ways forced to augment his Fortunes at the 
Expence of the Publick, he was the moft exa<a Occonomift, and ftu- 
died Frugality in every thing that he could in the ftricicft man*- 
ncr; for he well knew that if he fuffer'd either himfelf or his 
Children to be extravagant and prodigal, it would be running a 
great Hazard of forfeiting his Integrity. 

None ever fliew'd themfelves more above all Temptation of 
Money than Ariftides^ of which Tlutarch has given us many In- 
ftances in the Life of that worthy Athenim : After the famous 
Battle of Marathon, where the Greeks gain'd a fignal Vidory 
over the TerfianSy this Perfon was left to command a Body of 
Men, who were to guard the Prifoners, and take care of the 
Spoils, which were, ot an immenfe Value ; he not only avoided 
taking the leaff Part for himfelf, but kept a ftri(a Eye over every 
one under his Command, that not the Cnalleft Portion of them 
might be touched without theConfent and Knowledge of the Pub- 
lick. 

When 
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When Mardomm, General of the Terfkm Tiwcos agaflwtl 
Greece, fcnt Ambafladors to Athens with Toy advanta^ioas Of- 
fers from his Sovereign, by this Means to difunite thi^Atheniam 
from the common League, the Behaviour of idriftides and all the 
Athenims is worthy our»Obfervatioii* ^As foon as the Z^^^irtw^ 
nimts were inforfhed of «bis KoGibaffy, they imnacdiatdy fent alfo 
.AmbafTadors to Athens^ to ailure xbac> Republick, that Ai ^they 
would adhere to the general Alliance of Gr,e^e^ they might ht 
43crtain that nothing ftiould be wanting to them, and that^^rr^ii 
4vould take a tender Care of all ihofe incapable of bearing Arms ; 
for we are to take notice, that the 7^^^^^ had fack'd.and burnt 
a great Part of Athens^ -which had redttctd that People to great 
Neceflities. > Upon this, the Ambaffadors-of Terfia and of SpirtM 
were called into the Affetobly, where Ari^ides expreis'd to chem 
the Scnthuents of ^\\t\\t Athenians i " W^ eafily (fays he to the 
•• Ambafladors of Sfarta,) forgive rhefe Barbarians (meaning 
** the ^erjlans^) i^iio judge of us^by themfelvos, and thctefoic 
** think we-are to be/tempted by their. Gold, and the great Ad* 
** vantages they offer ; but we arc, *wich Reafon, aftonT(h*d cfatt 
** you, that Sfartan^^ Should havefuch Ideas of us ; have yo« 
•* fo foon forgot the Magnanimity of the Athenians! Can yon 
•• think that our prefent low Situation, our Poverty and Ncoct 
** fity can make, us fwerve from our natural Virme ? No, we arc 
*• too much in love with Liberty eoHand jn need of any incentive 
•• to attach us ftillHronger to it : Therefore, (ays he, turning to 
•* theAmbafTadorsory^r/K^, and Ae wing them the Sun, Go teU 
•* your Mi^er, that as long as that bright Luminary fhall enligh-n^ 
•* ten f he World, fo long will the Athenians wagcWar with^^- 
^* fia, to revenge our ravaged Lands, our Bmldings deftroy'd, and 
'• our iTemples profaiiy . and, burnt ! '* With this i^erotck Anfwer 
he difinifsM them. 

A FL I s t* 1 D E s, notwithftand.ing all the weal Pofts he had Ijeen 
:4n, (the higheft his Country could place him in,) remained poor 
to the (aft Moment, and ihew'daconllant andgeneratts Ccnteixipt 
/of Riches and all their Confequences. 

The great Veneration the Athenians had »fot this Peirfbn ttp* 
,on that, jiCCQmit as well as others, appears in a remai'kable In- 
jft^nce.: .A Relation of bis, by;NameX7ii//wx, was accufed of fome 

Cnmei 



Digitized by 



Google 



CIlIY. Of the Contempt (?/ Money, i:!c. 159 

Crhuc,. ndbcii^ before his Judges, his^Adverfary^ thioking to 
^i^ayate his Of^nces* tax'd him with, a Bafenels of Soul, that he 
who was io rich, ibould fulfer his near Relation, the worthy Ari* 
J^ides^ ta remain in fiich apparent Poverty. Callias foon obferved 
that this Reproach exafperaced his Jadges more agaioll him than 
anything t\& that was alledged; he therefore beg*d Arijf ides lo^ 
declare £u>w he had always oehaved towards him. Upon this, 
diat cxceUent Perlba came forward^ and told the AHemDly, thai; 
CaiUas had often prefs'd him to partake of his Wealth, but that 
be chafe rather to remain as he was ; because it was his Opinion, 
that there was more Greatnefs of Soid in bearing voluntary Po- 
verty ♦, than iappfleffio^^the grcapeft Wealth.' Tlufarch fays, that 
there was not one Perion in the whole Adembiy who did not go- 
home more in love with the Pbvcrtv oiAriftides^ than with all the 
Wealth of Ca/^/^. He dy'd as he had iiv'd, for he left not enough^ 
to bury him^ the Athemans therefore, according to (heir excel- 
Itnt DUpofition, took care of his FimeraK erected a Monument 
to him, and the Repubiick ajpply^d itielf particularly to provide^ 
fcr his Children, who were all maintained and married at the £x^ 
pence of the Publick, and their Care extended even. to his Grand* 
Children. 

In this, as well as in almofl' all -other F6inrs,.. the Athenians^ 
were greatly worthy of Praifc, for however the Nicenefs and Inconr 
ftancy of their Tempers might now and then make them jealous 
of their great Men, yet when they were dead they always ihew*d. 
a due Rcfped to their Memories, and ibon condemned their own 
Proceedings towards them :: Thus in Gratitude to the Memory 
of ArifiogitOHi^ one oi their Deliverers from the Tyranny of the 
Eamily oi Tijiftratus ; as (bon as they were informed that a De- 
fi:cBdaiKof his liv'd poorly ^t LemMs^ theyfent for her to Athens, 
g^ve her a great Forttme,^ and married her* to one of the richeft 
Men of Athens. 

Thc next who defervcs our Notice is "^'Thocion^, who has al- 
ready been fpoken of in the foregoing Chapters ; he commanded 
the Athenians upon leveral Ocomons^^ and ihew*d his Prudence 

to 

^ CdnuSuf Nipm, in the Life of this gfeat Min, has given tis a itoble Aofwer of his 
to the Dcpities^ Pbilify Father of JlcJ^ander^ /who were lent to him with Prefent?, 

whicli 
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to be equal to his Valour ; and his great Integrity and bumble 
Way of Life makes him dill more worthy our Admiration. Alex^ 
(uider the Great ^ who knew him perfonally, was fo charm'd with 
his Virtues, that he always fhew'd him particular Honours ; and 
when- that Prince was arrived at that Height of Glory to which 
the Conqueft of Terjia had raifed him, be lent Meflcngers to 
Thocion with Prcfents of an immenfe Value. Vt^hocion asked the 
MefTengers, why their Mafter pitchM upon him for the Obje(3: 
of his Bounty; becaufe, anfwefd -they , he knows your Worth 
and Integrity : If he does, reply 'd he, why will he not 4et ine 
keep xfi Why will he endeavour to corrupt riie ? And fb he 
ablolutely refused them. But not content with this, they fol- 
lowed him home; there they found his Wife kneading of Bread, 
and he himfelf before their Eyes went to his Well and drew 
Water to wafli his Feet. Such was the 'Simplicity of Manners 
of the* General of the Athenians ^ who had gained glorious 
Viftories for them! and was equally powerful and uleful in 
Civil Affairs! and this at a Time when the Athenians were the 
mod civilized People, and the mod verfed in Arts and Sciences in 
the whole World! At the Sight therefore of this extraordinary 
Way of Life of fo great a Man, Alexander's MefTengers were ftill 
the more preffing with him to accept the Sums they had brought, 
alledging, that it was fcandalous for the Friend of fo great a Prince 
as Alexander to live fo poorly: Juft in that very Moment a Ci* 
tizen happened to pafs by them with an old tatter'd Garment ; 
Do you think (fays 7^ hoc ion to thofe who were endeavouring to 
perfuade him) me inferior in Virtue to that honeft Man ? Far be 
it from us, reply'd they, to think fo ! And yet (fays Thocion) he 
lives upon lefs than I do : In a Word, why ihouid I accept this 
Gold, if I do not make ufe of it ? And if I do, I fliall make my 
felf and your Mafter infamous in the Opinion of my FeUow* 
Citizens. Alexander was offended at this Refufal, and infifted iq>- 
on his receiving fome Favour of him ; 5P^^r/^;yonly beg*d theLi- 
berty of Four of his Friends, who upon fome account or other 
were Prifoners at Sardis ; and thefe Avcre releafed and font to hieft 
immediately. Upon 

whicJh he refusM ; and upon their preffing him to take them at leaft for the Sake of 1m 
Children, Si met Similes trunt^ fays he. Idem hie eigilks ilks alet^ qtd me ad banc digrdieh 
ttm prduxit j fm dijmiles funt fuhiri^ nolo meis impenfn iUmm alt augerique Luxuriam. 
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Upon another Occafion, when Harpalus^ whom Alexander 
had intruded with the Care of the immenfeTreafures which were 
at Babylon^ (not able to refill fuch a powerful Temptation,) had 
carried them off, and fled from Afia to Athens^ he pffered a large 
Sum to Th$cion to buy his Favour and Protedlion ; bur this gene- 
rous Athenian refused to accept it, and would have nothing to do 
in the Affair. But Charicies his Son-in-Law was not fo fcrupulous, 
for which he was afterwards before the Judges of Athens forc'd 
to (land the Iffue of a flrong Acculation, and in this Danger he 
implor'd the Affiftance of his Father-in-Law : But Thocion would 
by no Means lend him his Aid ; •* For (lays he t6 him) I gave 
** you my Daughter in Hopes you would prove Virtuous, and x^ot 
•* to be obliged to aflift you in your Faults and Vices/' 

This greit Man had the Misfortune to have a Son no Ways 
worthy of fiich a Father, and whom he made it his chief Study, in 
vain, to -form after his own Refemblance; but to comfort him 
for this Affliction, he was blcffcd with a Wife whom Hiftory has 
recorded as the Honour of her Sex. 

U p o N a certain Occafion, when the People of Athens were 
aflcmbled in the publick Theatre, it chanced, that the Perfonwho 
was at the whole Expence, had not provided the Retinue and 
Ornaments neceflary for one of the A<9:ors who was to reprefent 
a Queen, (for amongft the Ancients they had no Women upon 
the Stage,) this made the Ac^or hefitate, and Ihew an Unwilling- 
nefe to come upon the Stage : The Perfon who was the Dircdior, 
angry at this untimely Piece of Pride, puflied him on, and at the 
fame Time faid, " Do you not fee there the Wife of Thocion 
*^ with only one Maid with her ; and yet you pretend to ihew 
** your Haughtineft, and endeavour by fuch Anions to corrupt 
** our Women!'' This was fpoken fo loud, that the •whole Aucfi- 
cnce heard it ; and as it immediately ftruck them with the Trifth 
and Juflneft of the Thought, they approved it by a Thunder of 
Applaufe.* • 

There is a Circnmflance in the Life of this Lady, which is 
much to her Praifc, and which is not unlike what I have already 
related concerning Cornelia, the Mother of the two Gracchi. 
• 

• Plut. in Phocionis FKa. 

Y A Wo- 
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A Woman of the firft Quality of Ionia ( a Country famous for 
Luxury,) came to pay her a Vifit, and amongft other Difcourfe, 
gratified her Vanity by boafting the Quantity and Richnels of 
her Jewels, ^c. to which Thocion's Wife made no other Anfwer 
but this, ** As for me, ((aid flie,) I have nothing to "be proud of 
** but Thocion^ who has been cholcn General of the Athenians 
*' for twenty Years together V' 

At fuch a Place, fo fertile in great Spirits as Athens was, Men 
who were not of that ftridl Probity had fometimes ftorts of Mag- 
nanimity in the Point now before us ; for Themiftocles, who is 
taxed with befng too fenfible of tho Power of Riches, in one In- 
ftance at leaft, aded contrary to that Wcaknefs ; for he gave his 
Daughter rather to a Man of Worth in' low Circumftances, thai> 
to a rich one without Merit. Cicero in his Book t)f Offices has 
taken notice of this, and given it a good Turn, for he makes him fay. 
Ego vero malo virum qui fecunid egeat c^uam pecuniam qua viro ! 

I HAVE now done with x!tit Athenians \, and before I quito 
take my Leave of them in the Article we are now upon, I mud 
juft bring one Example of the noble Sentiments of that People in 
a colle<5tive Body. 

The People of Athens were prefent at the Reprefentation of a 
• * Piece of the famous Euripides^ ia which the Poet had put ipfo 
the Mouth of one of the principal Perfons, a Speech in Prailc of 
Wealth, which ended with this Thought, viz. Riches make up 
the fovereign Happinefs of Man, it is with Reafbn they are fought 
for and cfteemed by Gods and Men. The whole Audience im* 
mediately role up with the greateft Indignation at fuch Sentiments^ 
and would have baniflied the Poet from Athens that very Mo» 
ment, had he not come forward himfelf upon the Stage, and 
be^g'd them to haye Patience, and they ihouldthen fee that he had 
done true Poetical Jufticc upon .the Perfon who had uttered fiich 
bafe and pernicious Sentiments. 

W H A T a LcfTon is this for the Audience in thisJfland, who 
can fie unconcerned, nay, take Delight to fee fuch Things upon 
the Stage, and hear fiich Sentiments and Maxims as are a Scandal 
tp our Country, • and (hocking to all Religion and Morality ! 

* Senec, £/>//?.. 

I Ihav.e. 
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I HAVE purpofely omitted to mention Socrates, as to the 
Contempt he always fticwcd of Money.; for the Sublimity of his 
Charader is fo well known, as to this, and all other Points, that 
I think it ablblutely fuperfluous to bring him as an Example. 

Now as to the Spartans ^ their wileLegiflator, well knowing 
the fatal EfFedts of Luxury and Avarice, took the mod effedtual 
Methods to banifli all luch Paflions from amongft them; it would 
be tedious to enter into a Detail in relation to that Matter ; I 
only briefly oblerve, that Siipplicity of Life and Contempt of 
Money were the chief Parts of the Chara(3:er of a true Spar^ 
tan ; * and as long as they kept to thofe Maxims, they remained 
lecure, and from the Moment that they fwerved from them they 
began to decline, and in the End became effectually humbled. 

Their particular Charader and Genius '\% no where better 
dfliewn, than in one Inflance, and that is, of the gjre^t Agejl^ 
laus^ who has been before mentioned. This King of Sparta had 
puihed his Conqucfts and Succefles in Terfia to a great Height, 
and made the Sovereign of that vafl Empire tremble even upon 
his Throne ; one of his Satrapes^ or Governors of Provinces, 
defired therefore an Interview with Agejilaus^ in order to come 
to fome Accommodation : The Spartan came firft to the Place, 
and patiently (at himfelf down upon the Grafs under a Tree :f 
When the Terjlan arrived, his Slaves preceeded him, and ipread 
the fbfteft Skins and fineft Carpets for him to fit upon, according 
to the AJiatick Cuflom ; but when the Barbarian (aw the noble 
and majeftick Simplicity of the Spartan King, he was afhamed of 
his own effeminate Luxury, ordered all his Carpets and Skins to 
be taken away, and feated himfelf on the Grafs, in Imitation of 
Agefilaus. 

The Athenians and Spartans were not the only People of 
Greece whd have left us great Examples in the Virtues which we 

* As for Inftance, the State fined two Perfons very fcverely, for rcfiifing to marry 
the Daughter of the famous Lyfander ; only becaufe they found at hb Death, that he 
had left them nothing. We are to obferve under this Artick, that at Sparta there 
were not only Punifhments inflided by the Laws upon thoie who refiifed to marry, and 
who married too late in Life, but alfo upon thofe who married from mean Views, or 
into fcandalous Families 5 fo careful were they to propagate Virtue^ and to prevent De- 



generacy ! 



t Plot, in Agcfil, 
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treat of ia this Chapter ; I could produce many others in the fc-- 
veral Parts of that Country, but that I may avoid being too pro- 
lix, I fhall content myfelf with one or two more. 

A R A T u s, General of Achala, (one of the greateft Men that 
we read of,) was very eminent that way ; * all the Prefents and 
Money which he received from feveralMonarchs who had a par-- 
ticular Eftecm and Affedtion for him, he apply'd to heal the Divi-^ 
fions of Greece^ gave Money to fomc to keep them quiet, paid 
the Debts of others to prevent their being fond of Changes and 
Seditions ; in fine, he employed all the Monies he could poffiblys 
Iparc to procure the Publick Good.. 

But of all the Heroes of which Gretce haS been fo fertile,, 
none I think can furpafs Epaminondas\ he is acknowledged by 
Hiftorians to have been the moft expert • General the Grecians- 
ever hadj «id it is difficult to determine whicbwerc greateft, his 
publick or his private Virtues, and his Capacity was equal to both, 
in whatever he undertook ; ia fine, he was a moflf accomplifh'd 
Perfbn, and his acquired and natural Peffedions were equal, if 
not fuperior (take him altogether,) to any thing ever known ia 
Greece. Born in an obfcure Country, which was under the Re- 
proach of not being capable of producing any Great Men, he and 
the famous f Telopdas, by their Virtues, their Bravery and Coa- 
dud, rais'd it to fuch a Heigh th. as to make it formidable, aad 
create a Jealoufy in Athens and Sparta ; the latter of whom Efa^^ 
mnondas humbled even to a degree of Compaffion, by his glori- 
Qus Vidories at LeuSira X and MantinM, in the laft of which he 

loft; 

« Phit. in.Ftla Arat. 
+' Febpidas may fcrvc as an Inftanccof one wto made a right Ufc of his Fortunes ; 
for this generous Theban^ in Imitation of the Simplicity of Manners of Jiis Friend EpA- 
minondas, {vrhom he could never perfuade to partake of his Wealth) lived like a true Phi- 
Ipfopher himfelf, and diftributed his Riches among all thofe Men of Worth who applv*d 
tiiemfelves to him. We muft not omit obferving the ftriA and remarkable Frienmiip 
which was conftant between him and EpaminondaSy altho' they were both concerned in 
the Management of the Publick Affairs ; no Jealoufy, no Envy between them, but a 
f^icere Joy at eadh other's Glory and Succefies. What Magnanimity and Afie£tion for 
their Country was this ! and bow different from our Manners ! 

% The Behaviour of the Spartans after this terrible Defeat, will give my Reader a 
cjewr Id^a of that People, than any thing which- can poflibly be faW; At the Time 
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loft his Life ; and in that final Circumftancc his Behaviour was 
truly hetoical, for when upon his Wound he was carried into his 
Tent, as foon as he was certain that the Thelfans were vidorious, 
he declared he died with Plcafure and Satisfadion, and thought it 
the moft glorious Moment of his Being. Cicero^ who was no 
bad Judge of true Greatnefs and Virtue, gives the Preference to 
Efaminondas over all the moft famous Men of Greece ; E^ami^ 
nondas (fays he, Acad, ^^fi^ lib. i.) Trince^s, meojudicio, Grae- 
cias. But nothing was more remarkable than the ftrong * Contempt 
he always fhew'd for Wealth : In vain his Friend Tekpdas^ who 
was ponefs'd of a plentiful Fortune, in vain did he prels him 
to partake of it, E^amihondas perfifted in his Refuial j and not* 
withftanding all his Vidtories and his high Pofts, he left not enough 
to defray the Charges of his Funeral, but was buried at the Pub- 
Hck Expence.f Nothing gives us a better Idea of the Worth of 
this great Man, and his Capacity in all refpeds than this, that 

this Battle was fought, they were efleemcd the chief People in Greece for their Bravery 
and Power *j but the great Epamincruias com inc'd them of the contrary ; when the News 
of the Defeat was carry'd to Sparta^ the People were afhially celebrating the Gy/fiwV>f 
Games, and the Town was full of Strangers, whom Curiofity had drawn together j 
the Ephrn would not fuflfer the Games to be interrupted, how fenfible foever they were 
of thk fatal Difafter j they fent to each Houfe the Names of thofe who were kill'd, and 
the next Morning the Parents of thofe who fell in the Battle, f particularly their Mo- 
thers,] congratulated each other upon the glorious Deftiny of their Sons, and throng'd to 
the Temples to thank the Immortal Gods ; whilfl thofe whofe Children had efcaped 
with Life, held down their Heads with Sorrow and ^hame, and mutally condol'd each 
others Misfortunes : Such was the EfkSt of the Laws of Lycurgus! and fuch the Mar^ 
tial Spirit which they infpir*d \ Pba. • 

^ Hiftorians remark of him, that he was as free from Ambition as from Luxury and 
Avarice, and that in all his hieh Pofb and Commands he made it evident the Service 
of his Country was his only View, and for that alone he was prevail'd upon to quit his 
Study and Retirement ; Fuit incertum (fzys Ju/ljn) vir melior an dux ejfet^ nam iff impe^ 
rium nmfibifemper^jedPatriaquafmt ; £s^ Pecuma adeo parcui fuit ut fumptm funeri deejfet 
i^ Ghria qmque non ct^dior quam Pecunii^^ qtdppe recufanti omnia imperia ingejiafimt hono^ 
refqui ita geffit ut Omamentum non acciptre^ fed dare i^ Digmtati videretur. Jam Lite- 
ranm J{u£um^ jam Phibfophia Do6frina tanta ut mirabile videretur unde tarn in/ignis militia 
Scientia hmini inter Literas note. What a glgrious Chanter is tbi&I and how rarely 
i(Mmd in the World! 

+ See Plut. and Cornd. Nepos* . 

aftCTr 
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after his Death Thebes ^MV^k into its former Obfcurity, and was 
never after remarkable. :|: 

From what has been faid concerning the Ancients, it is eafy 
for us to conclude, that all thofe who were truly Great have con- 
ftantly been avowed Enemies to heaping up immoderate Wealthy 
and to all its vain or criminal Confequences : Let no one objed 
to me Cafar, Alexander^ Mark Anthony^ and (bme others, for I 
will not allow them to be Great Men ; none can be fo in the ftrid: 
Senfe of the Word, but fuch as are Good and Juft in the general 
Courfe of their Adions ; and I think thofe abovementioncd can- 
not come under that Denomination : Are Cafar and Alexander to 
come in Competition with fuch Men as ^ocion and EpaminondaSy 
who had fuch fublime Virtues join'd to an equal Capacity 1 The 
Thing \s lo plain, I Ihall dwell no longer upon it. 

How fhall we account for this Noblenefe of Sentiments, thi« 
Jtrue Magnanimity in their Contempt of Money, and in dcipifing all 
thofe fuperfluous Things which are the chief Objeds of the ftrong 
Defirc of the Majority of Mankind ? It is clear that their Reli- 
gion could not furnifh them with fuch heroicaf Ideas ; for I have 
flicwn in my firft Chapter, that it was of fo abfurd and contra- 
didory a Nature, that no good Strudure could be railed upon 
fuch a Foundation. Befides, they had a Deity who was the Source 
and Patron of Wealth, whom they adored under the Name of y/iy- 
tus ; add to this, that all their Religious Worfhip, their Sacrifi- 
ces, their publick Games in Honour of their Gods, their Offer- 
ings, were of fiich an immenfeRichnefs; (iich Magnificence, fiich 
Wealth ♦ was dilplay*d, as muft make the Generality conceive that 
• • the 

X ThtThehani had a glorious Inftitution, which I muft obfervc to the Reader ; it 
was what they called the &acred Battdhm^ it confifted of three Hundred young Men, all 
united by ftridt Friendfhip, and bound by an Oath (a thing facred and inviolable amongft 
the Ancients during their beft Times,) to deftnd. each other in Battle to the laft Extre- 
mity, and never to be put to Flight, but to prefer Death to that Ignominy. What a 
noble Body of Men was this, and what an heroick Example to the reft of the Army ! 
The famous Pehpidas commanded this Battalion at the Battle of Leu^ra. Phit 

* This Pomp and this Magnificence were vaftly great, and may be taken notice of in 
almoft all the Hiftories and Accounts of the Ancients : But there is ^xtant in Athenaus 
fuch a Defcription of a Religious FrocefEon, as appears almoft incredible j it was in 
£fypt^ by Order of Ptolemy PhiladelphuSy upon his Acceilion to the Throne by the Ab- 
dioutbn of his Father Ptolmj ScUr ^ Jthenaus defcribes that Part of the Froceffion which 

relates 
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the Deities delighted in fuch Worfliip, that is, took a Pleafure in 
Riches and Luxury ; What muft be the Confequence of fiich aa. 
Opinion, but that Mankind ihould conform to what they thought 
the Will of the Gods? But that the contrary is true, I have evi- 
dently made appear. 

Nor could they have any greater Help from their Philo/bphers, 
fince all the difTcrent Seds jarr'd continually, and all were equal- 
ly pofitive and obftinateias to what made the Chief Happinefs of 
Man, and conlcqucntly as to what ought to be the Objed of their 
\Uifhes, and their only Aim : and they could no more agree upon 
the Subjedl of Wealth, ^c. than upon any other. Notwithftand- 
ing all thefe Dilad vantages, we have feen how far they carried the 
Force and Strength of their Virtue. 

If I were to account naturally for the Rcafon why a volunta- 
ry Poverty and Simplicity of Manners are the conftant Attendants 
upon a Soul really Great, I Ihould think it is becaule nothing can 
imply more Littlenels or Meannefs, than to have many Wants, to 
have otir Happinefs depend upon external Things ; this is certainr 
ly the Cafe, where Riches, Luxury and Magnificence are eflcntial 
to our Felicity, and make as it were Part of our Conftitution ; he 
is mod like the perfedeft of Beings, he approaches the nearefl; to 
the Divinity, who can make his Contentment confift in himfeli^ 
and is the lead liable to the Impreflions of Fortune bad or good^ 

In fe ipfo tatus teres at que rotundus, H o r. 

Whoever will contemplate with a judicious and unprejudiced Eye 
the prefent Behaviour of Mankind in regard to the Point we arc 
now upon, muft own that the World is limk into fo abjed a State 
as one could hardly have imagined, only by bare Refled:ion upoa 
the Helps and Advantages they have to fuftain their Virtue, parti-r 
cularly in this Ifland. 

It is an Obfervation as common as it is ancient, that Polite-^ 
nefs in a Nation naturally introduces Corruption ; this is true ior 

relates to Bacchus^ by which we may judge of all the reft, (iox every one of the Gods 
had on tiiat Day a Pomp of equal Greatnefs;) in fine, k is furprifing, almoft above 
Imagination. Mr. Rolling in his excellent Hiftory of the Greeks^ Egyptians^ &c, has gi-^ 
▼en us ao Abftra<a of it. 
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Fad, but from miftaken Notions of Politenefs; forwh^we mean 
by that Word, is Infincerity and Falfhood eftablifli'd into Cuftom, 
whereby, by flattering the Pride of others, we (ecore ourlelves in 
all refpeds, and have our Pride gratify'd in return : And as old 
Sy^hax fays, although with a different Meaning, 

ff^hat are thefe wond'rous civilizing Arts^ 

This Tolijh and* this fmooth Behaviour^ 

That render Man thus tradable and tame ? 

Are they not only to difguife our Vajjlons^ 

To fet our Looks at Variance with our Thoughts^ 

To check the Starts and Sallies of the Soul^ 

And break off all its Commerce with the Tongue ; 

Injhort^ to change us into other Creatures 

Than what our Nature and the Gods dejign'd us? C a t o. 

It is moreover the Creation of new Wants, or incrcafing thofe 
ive have, by refining upon them ; tofatisfy which, numberleis Arts 
and Trades are invented and carried to great Perfedion ; and to 
encourage thefe, Money is employed and made a neceflary In- 
gredient to (limuiate the Induftry and Ingenuity of the lower Part 
of Mankind, who are infenfible to Glory. When therefore Men 
liave not this univerfal Engine, the/ are tempted to ufe indited 
Means, injurious to Society, to procure it : And thus to (atisfy 
thofe Defires and Pleafores, thole fiiperflueus Conveniencies of 
Life which their own Corruption of Heart firft gave Rife to, they 
are obliged to fall into the mofl abominable Crimes. In this Senle 
therefore it is true that Politenefs, Luxury and Corruption are al- 
ways infeparable. The fame may be faid of thie Improvement of 
mofl Arts and Sciences, which are alfo (in a great mcafure) the 
Fruits of corrupted Minds in a People ^ becaufe many of them arc 
invented or improved, and carry *d to a great Height, merely in 
confequence of the View that is had to the Gratification of the 
fenfelefs and deftrudive Paflions of Mankind : Thus^ as all thefe 
Things are the EfTeds of the fame Corraption which is at the bot- 
tom, no wonder we find them flourifh together ; this is certainly 
remarkable in the whole ChrifUan World ; and therefore if we 
^ake Politenefs in that Senfe, the mofl impolite and the leaftjknow- 
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rag People are certainly the mod virtuous. But according to the 
Idea I have coucciv'd of what ought to give a People the Repu^ 
ration of being PoIiih*d, Virtue mull be a nccefTary Confcquencc 
of it-; and as to the Improvement of Arts and Sciences, I caa 
eaiily imagine all thofe neceflary to the Well-being of Mankind, 
and conducive to their true Felicity, by the increaung of Morali- 
ty, to be carried to great Perfedion without any Detriment to 
their Innocence of Life ; the Number of fuch indeed will be much 
reduced, according to my Syftem. 

I N Ihort, I think true Politenefs confifts in being under the In- 
fluence of Religion and Morality, and in having an unbounded 
Benevolence to all our Fellow-Creatures, in adhercing flricaiy to 
the Laws of Society, in a Gentlenefs of Manners, in Humility, 
ma Diffidence of our own Worth and Abilities, in never fufFering 
our own Eafe and Felicity no interfere with that of the reft of Man- 
kind J nay, to make St ^confHl in procuring that of others : In fine, 
I ihould never have done, if I mould fully enumerate the many 
Branches of Goodnefs which I conceive are neceffary to make 
a People Politrf in the true and genuine Senfe ; it is fuch Qualities 
that ought ta diftinguifli us from Brutes and Barbarians ; and 
where-evcr they are generally pradis*d, fuch a People arc truly Po* 
lite, let them be Hottentots^ or what we faHcly think the loweft 
of Mankind, Therefore let none boaft of a polifli'd World, un* 
left Virtue be the Bafis and View of Politenefs, which alone can 
make Mankind happy; in a Word, unlefs the Defires and Aim of 
thofe, who wou'd wear oflf the uncouth Difpofidon of Mankind,^ 
Knd manifeftly to this good End ; — — 

To civilize the rude unpolifly'd World^ 

And lay it under the Reftraint of Laws*^ 

To make Man mild and foci able to Man ; . 

To cultivate the wild licentious Savage 

With IVifdom, "Difcipline and Liberal Arts:, 

The Embellijhments of Life: Virtues like thefe 

Make Human Nature Jhine^ reform the Soul^ 

And break our fierce Barbarians into Men. •CAm. 

Z But 
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But with us the Cafe is far otherwi^, we have the falfePolite- 
nefs with all its Attendants^ for in t^t(k.^ what is the ioIeDefire, 
the fole View and Aim of almoft every Body, but Money ? And 
as the Views they have in wiihing for it ( generally ipeaking ) 
are bad or mean, fo are the Methods made ule of to get it; all 
Laws, both Divine and Human, are broke through, a total Extin- 
d:ion of all Benevolence, Self alone is conlulted, and its Satif- 
fadion fought for upon the Ruins of the Happinefs of other Pec* 
pie; Parents and Children, intimate Friends, Relations and Ac- 
quaintance, become the cruelleft Enemies, where-ever Money is 
concerned ; and when it is acquired, wJiat ufe is it to be put to but 
to nourifh and gratify the Paffions of Mankind ? * Luxury in all 
its Shapes, the mod foolifh or the mod infamous Satisfa<^ions, arc 
the Refills of our Eagernefs in getting Wealth ; no Regard to So- 
ciety, no Fondnefs for our Country, no Publick Spirit; nothing 
but Littlenefs of Soul and Meannels of Heart is to be obferved { 
and this runs through the greateft Part of the Nation, and through 
almoft . all Degrees and Ranks of Men ; and if it be fb conipi- 
cuous amongu thofe whom Education and Lettefs ihould teach 
better Things, no Wonder to find it amongft the Vulgar. All 
this might indeed have been more expected to have happened in 
thofe Countries where Defpotifm reigns ; for there Men have no- 
thing to think of but to bow their Necks to the Yoke, and fk- 
viftily to fubmit to their Oppreflbrs, (which gives a Meannels of 
Soul;) but in luch a Nation as ours, where Liberty places us in a 
iuperior Rank to thofe People who are, 

Nations of Slaves^ with Tyranny debas'd^ 

Their Maker^s Image more than half defac'd. Campaign. 

* How rare is it to find ameng thofe, who by their Birth and Fortunes think 
themfelves entitled to make fpkndid Figures, and who lay otit that Wealth which 
Providence has befto^'d upon them in vain and fenfelefs Expences both in Town 
and Country, and who vaunt their own Notions of Gcnerolity by all the eafieft 
Methods they can, how rare is it to find any who are willing to curb their idle Paf- 
fions, and retrench thofe Expences which are a Confequence of them, to be able to 
ferve the Publick with theJV Fortunes and eafe their Country ! how few who will fenre 
their private Friends or Relations ! how few who will affift humble filcnt Merit ! how is 
the Man of Jrue Virtue and Probity excluded from their Eftcem for that very Reafon, 
and the falfe flattering Villain preferred to him ! In a Word, I know no Obftacle fo in- 
Yincible to a Man's Exaltation in many Refpeib as real Merit. — Is this proceeding 
4uk1 si£^ing like true Chriilians ? Is nottfais acting fo ai to be ^ inferior to the Hea- 
tliens? 

I fay 
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I fay in fiich a Nation as ours, where Chriftianity is profcfsM in 
its primitive Purity, it is amazing we fliould be fo wretchedly 
fimk, ^o loft to Goodnefs ! 

For let us but confider the Chriftian Religion, as to the Ar- 
ticle now before us : Can any thing be more poficive, more ex- 
plicit than it is, as to Avarice, Luxury, and all its black Train ? 
When 1 talk thus, I think I am Ipeaking to thofc who profeis to 
believe our holy Religion, (at leaft they would be thought to do 
fo :) Therefore what can be plainer than Revelation, which teaches 
us to fet all Things of this vain World at nought, and only fix 
our Minds upon eternal Satisfa<ftions, all here being tranfitory and 
perifliable? In fhort, liich Leflbns of Humility, Benevolence, fiich, 
Warningsagainft Avarice, Pride and all Immorality, are given us by 
the bleued Author of our Religion himfelf, from the beginning of 
the ^th Chapter of St. Matthew^ down to the 8th, (as has been 
before oblerved,) as ought to make us perfed: as Human Nature 
is capable of ; for, to all fuch as are convinced of the Truth of 
Chriftianity, thefe Precepts are abfolutely obligatory and bind^ 
ing, and it is Madncls to run counter to them : And as for thofe, 
who againft the ftrongeft Proofs there can poflibly be of any thing, 
againft the Opinion of the wifeft and beft Men that have lived 
in every Age fince our Saviour's Birth, pretend to disbelieve 
the holy Myfteries and every Part of, our exccllept Religion, I 
here challenge them to produce ftich a Syftem of Morals any 
where extant, as in the Chapters I have mentioned, and fo likely 
to produce the moft refin'd Virtue, without any Variation, Doubt 
and Uncertainty; and the ♦ Pradice of the Primitive Chriftians 
perfe<3: in every Point, (none of the Variablenefs, none of the In* 
equality which was amongft the beft of the Heathens,) is fufficient 
to evince what Chriftianity can effeifJ:, as to Morals, i( pradis'd 
as it oi^ht to be, and had it but its due Influence. Befides, who« 
ever confiders attentively the very Nature of Chriftianity, its true 

* In cffe<9:, what can be a more glorious, more heavenly Confideratlon, than to re- 
8ea upon the Condu<a of the firft ProMbrs of Chriftianity ! Thofe humble Followers 
of their Divine Matter willingly parted with every thing, to be more dofely united to 
him by a fteady Faith, and by earneft Endeavours to propagate his Doctrine, and bring 
their Fellow- Creatures into Salvation : Wealth and all its Confequcnces were defpifcd 
by them for that glorious Defign, •-- How is it poffibk We can forget^ or defpife fuch . 
(oining Examples^? 

Z Xu Spirit,, 
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spirit, and, in fine, the whole Tenor of the Gofpel, will find 
that nothing can be more contrary to it, nothing more incompa- 
tible with its-Effence, than a Love of Money, and aFondnefs for 
vain Pomp and Magnificence ; this our divine Law-giver has made 
clear to us by his own^'CondudJ:, and by his Choice of his Fol- 
lowers, and of thofe he dcfign'd (hould propagate his Do(Ji:rine : 
AlongDifcourfe upon this, or any other Chriftian Virtue, (befides 
that it would exceed the Limits I propofe in this Work,) isunnecet 
iary; becaufe there are many noble ones extant, and the Cafe is fb 
plain that it would ihew in me a Defire of proving what no wife 
Man doubts of 

That the beft and moft virtuous Nations amongft the Hea- 
thens fhould degenerate and fall into Corruption, is not fiirpri*- 
!fing, fince they wanted proper Helps to iuftain them ; but that 
this Ihould happen to People wha know the Rules of Chriftiani- 
ty, who profefe that Religion, and pretend to fliare its Advan- 
tages here and hereafter, is what juftly claims our Wonder^ and 
xaufes our Amiazement! 



/V 
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Chap. V- 

Of the Sentiments o/^Friendship obferved 
to hwve been among fl the Ancients. 

THAT Man was defignM by his Creator for Society, is as 
evident and clear as any thing can be, both from the help- 
Icfs Condition which we at firft appear in, and from the Forma* 
tion of our outward Frame, which is not of that Strength and 
Figure as to make us fiibfift with any Comfort By ourfelves : It is 
not however fo much to be inferred from this, notwirhllanding 
theft Confiderations, as it is from the Temper and Conftitution of 
our Minds ; for nothing but ftrong Difappointments, which ruffle 
the Soul and put it out of its natural Situation, or elfe a remark- 
able Singularity of Dilpofition, can make Solitude in a ftri<9:Sen(c 
any ways tolerable : for what is ufually called Retirement from 
the World, is not abfolutely quitting Society ; for even in that 
Way of Life a Man has fome Commerce with Mankind, at Jeaft 
with his own Family. In fine, it is loofing Time to prove this fo* 
ciable Nature of Man, altho' there may be fome Obje(Ji:ions which 
have been darted by nice Examiners into Human Nature ; and thoft 
are, that Selfiftmefi, thofe miferable Paffions which are deftru(ftive 
to Society : But thefe are foon obviated, if we refle<9: that fuch as 
theft are only to be found in the worft and mod depraved Part of 
the Species, who have fufFer'd thoft Paffions to degenerate by 
running to a criminal Extremity, which well governed and kept 
within Bounds, might be of Service to the whole Community. Some 
indeed are born with Minds namrally bad, and which hardly any 
Education will get the better of; but I am fully perluaded, that up- 
on due Examination thefe will be found to be very few, in compa- 
rifon of the whole Species: And it will be granted, that more are 
cormpted by a World depraved and fallen from its original Inno- 
cence, 
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noccnce, than that come into it with a Dilpolition ta moled and 
deftroy their Fellow-Creatures. 

This Propenfity to Society, this Defire of Communication 
with each other, is what afTembles Men into Villages, Towns and 
Cities, and into all forts of Communities, where by mutual AfC- 
ftance they enjoy all the Conveniencies of Life ; but their Vices, 
(that is their Paflions, which have overturned their natural Boun- 
daries, and are applyM to wrong Ends,) give great Allay to thofe 
Satisfa(9:ions which Men would otherwife reap from Society. 

As each Man is born with fomething in his Temper and Con- 
llicution of Mind peculiar to himlelf, and as at the fame time it 
is natural to have a certain Complacency for that Dilpofitioh, eve-- 
ry Man endeavours to frequent thofe Perfons who come nearcft 
his own Way of Thinkings and falls the moft into his Paflions, 
Prejudices and Foibles; this is the main Spring of the Choice moft 
People make of their Acquaintance, where-ever Intercft, Bufineft 
or Ambition are not in the Way. To this Acquaintance Men give 
the Name of Friendjhip ; but as degenerated and ilUgovern'd Faf- 
iions are, generally fpeaking, the Motives of fuch Choices, and 
Self the fecret Objed of Satisfadion, fo the Perfons chofen a^e 
ufiiAlljf worthy fuch Motives; and therefore we find that whetK 
ever a Man's own Convenience and Good comes in Competition 
with that of thefe Acquaintance, decorated with the Name of 
Friends y they are foon difcover'd not to defcrve fo facred a Name; 
and the Realbn of this is plain, to wit, becaufe Virtue, the chief 
Foundation of true Friendfliip, is wanting. When therefore Two 
Perfons of equal Goodnefs, Probity and Gentlenefi of Manners come 
to a perfed: Knowledge of each other, with that Tendernefs of Soul 
which is almoft infeparable from true Virtue, there \% form'd that 
Union which is the moft perfedl Hcmian Nature is capable of, ab- 
fclutely exempt from any View to the Satisfadion of thofe grof- 
ftr Paflions which put us in mind we are formed of a corrupti- 
ble Subftance ; in fliort, an Union in which the Soul alone is 
conceru'd^ and which therefore exalts, and does Honour to oar 
Nature. 

The Frtendjhtp of the World are ofi 

Qonfederacies in Vice or Leagues of ^leafure^. 

This 
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This has fiver e ft Virtue for its Bajis^ 

And fuch a Friendjhip ends not but with Life. C a t o. 

And although in this, Men always aflbciate with fuch as are mod 
\\k^ themlelvcs, yet there is not that Selfiftinefs to be obferved in 
this, as in what I mentioned before ; nor is it the EffecJ}: of a par^ 
tial Indulgence to their own Weaknefles ; becaufe the Reafon why 
Men of fuch Virtue as I defcribe always pitch upon fuch as rc^ 
femble them to be the Partners of their Souls, is this, that it isim- 
poffible for Virtue ever to love or attach itfelf to incorrigible Vice ; 
they are in their very EfTence incompatible ; and it is evident, 
that in liich ftriA Friendihip as I Ipeak of, each Friend prefers the 
Satisfaiftion and Good of the other to his own. Nothing can fur- 
pais the great Idea which ariles of true Friend/hip in this fublime 
Perfection \ what can be more glorious than for two Beings to be 
as it were united into one, by an exad: Conformity of Virtue ? 
No Motive of the Gratification of the Pleafures of the Senfes ! no 
Alliance or Tie of Blood, which may influence by the Force of Na- 
ture! no Actions are the Confequence of fuch an Union, but what 
tend to Virtue ! nothing in View but the real Felicity of each, 
which \!^ heightened by being communicated ! Afilic^ions made 
lighter by the kind Compaflion of a Friend ! And what is (till more, 
the mod exceflive Pain, approaching Death, all appear rather 
plealant than otherwife, if. borne and undergone to iave a Friend 
■from fiiffering ! Thefe Ideas may, perhaps, feem Romantick in 
this Age, where fuch noble Affedions are turn'd into Ridicule ; 
but amongft the Ancients there are feveral Inftances of fiich ; not 
indeed fo many as of other Virtues, becaufe, as I have obferved, 
there requires a greater degree of Perfedion to produce them, than 
\% generally to be met with in Mankind. 

An eminent * Author, in his Difcourfe upon /r/V^^if^, thinks 
that a Friend may keep Secrets from his Friend, and talks of Pru* 
dence and Circumfpcdion ; Now, in my Opinion, he had but a 
faint Idea of that Affei^iou, who could talk thus ; for he that 
makes fuch a Friendfhip as I have defcribed, as he muft be virtu* 
ous himfelf, fb he chules one like to himfelf, and fuch in Union 

♦ The Reverend Mr, Col^r 

tnuft 
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mud lad ; * bcfides, he that is to treat his Friend as if he may 
chance one Day to break with him»j mud have a (Irange No- 
tion of the Thing, and cannot be in the Rank of thole we are 
Ipeaking of. A total unconfin'd Opennefs of Soul rs eflentially 
requifire in true Friendihip ; and it is, according to my Fleafoni 
Contradiction to talk otherwife. 

A s to the Queftion, whether a Friend is to fall in with the 
Vices and Failings of his Friend? I think that is out of all DiC- 
quifition ; becaule as aa Equality of Virtue is requifite to that fub- 
linie Friendfliip I conceive, it never can happen that one can rc- 
queft of the other a Thing contrary to Virtue ; for the Moment 
fuch a Requeft is made, the Band of that Union is diffolv'd, and 
the Peribn who makes it is no more a friend. Nulla ejl igi* 
tur excufatio feccutu fi amici caufa peccaveris. Nam cum Con^ 
ciliatrix Amicitia Virtutis Opinio fuerit, difficile eft Amicitiam 
manere, Ji a virtute defecerts. . — Cicero die Amicitia; 

But it mull be confefsM, that there is obferv'd another De- 
gree of Friendihip, which is much more frequent in Hiftory, but 
inferior to the former ; and that is, when a Mian of great Virtue 
has pitched upon one, not abfblutely of that exalt^ Probity as 
himfelf, but whofe Qualities are mixed in fuch a manner as that 
it is vifible that the Bottom is good, the Soul is of a virtuous 
Stamp, fo that there are great Hopes that in Procels of Time thofe 
Defers will wear ofF, and what is bright and pure will Ihine out 
without any Diminution \ or elfe when two Perfons of real good 
Difpofitions, tho' darkned with fome hnperfe<9:ions, bear mutual- 
ly each others Weakneflcs, which^ they look upon as but fmall and 
trifling, in Proportion to t4iole many good Qualities {o remark* 
biy conipicuous in them. And in this Species of Friendihip there 

. ♦ ** Tully has therefore very jaftly expofed a Precept delivered by fome ancient Wri- 
'^ ters, that a Manlhould live with his Enemy in fuch a manner, as might leave him 
** roopi to become his Friend ; and with his Friend in fuch a manner, that if he became 
** his Enemy it fhould not be in bis Power to hurt him. The firft part of this Rufe is 
^< indeed • very reafonable, as well as very prudential \ but the latter part of it, which 
<* regards our Behaviour towards a Friend, favours mpre of Cunning than of Difcretion» 
** and wouy cut, a Man off from the greateft Pleafures of Life, which are the Freedom? 
^^ of Converfation with aBofom-Friend: Befides that, when a Friend is turn'd into an 
*♦ Enemy, and (as the Son of Siroihcalk him,) a Btwrayer ofSicretSy the World isjuft 
*f enough to accufe the Perfidioufnefs of the Friend, rather than the Indifcretionof the 
♦< PcrfpA who confided in him**' Mr, A d d i s o n^ in the Spe^tor. 

is 
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is a vehement Affedion, tho' the Band and Cement of it is not fb 
ilrong, nor fo free from a Poflibility of Diflblution as that of the 
firft Rank. The Attachment ncceflary to thefe two forts, muft be 
confined to a few; becaufe the Tendernefs which is required is ex* 
handed, and evaporates if divided amongft many. 

There is a third Degree inferior to the two former, but ftill 
very praife-worthy ; and that is, when a Man of Virtue andSenfe 
makes Choice of a Sett of Men for his particular and faihiliar Ac- 
quaintance, who are not perhaps of that Sublimity of Goodnefs 
as to be neir Perfedion, yet are far from being bad or wicked 
Men, and what Faults they have are compenftted by luperior 
Virtues : Thcfe by the Qualities I mention, by their Affcdion 
and Good-will towards this Perfon, are very dear to him; and 
there is no Trouble, no Expence which he would think too much 
for them ; and yet at the fame time there is not that intimate 
pommunicatioA, that Opennefs of Soul between them, as is to 
be found in the two former Species. Moft of the Friendfhip we 
read of, or that is to be found in the World, (tho' it be but fel- 
dom,) is of the latter fort ; were it more common, the Bufinefs 
c>f Mankind wou'd however go on much better. Ampngft the 
Aocients, all thofe three Kinds are to be met with ; and it will be 
pbierved from the following Examples, that they cultivated this 
noble Affedhon t6 a much greater Height than we do, although I 
believe I ifaall make it clear, that it is much more to be expeded 
from Us than from Them. I fhall proceed no farthef in this Pre- 
liminary Difcourfe, becaufe the Subje<fl has been treated of by Au* 
itbors of great Note ; tho' I am sot fenfible that they have put it 
/exadHy in the Light that I have^ how far I am in the right, I 
leave the Reader to judge. 

Before I proceed to bring Examples of the Condud of the 
Ancient Heathens under this Article, I moft make an Obfervation 
upon what I (aid as to the firft Degree of Friendihip» in relatioa 
to a Man's confenting or diiagreeing to a vicious Propoial or Ac- 
tion of his Friend's ; which is, that as Virtue prompted us in the 
Choice of fuch a Friend, we ought to be very pofitivc and well 
afTiired, and weigh ai^ Adion in all its Circumftances and Confe* 
quences, before we pronounce our Friend to deviate fro© VirtuCt 
and before we refufe our Ailiftance and bieak the Tie. 

Ai Ix 
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It is impoffibic to enumerate the various Occafions in which 
all thefe different Species of Friendfhip may be manifefted ; I 
fliall therefore lay before the Reader the Behaviour of the Anci- 
ents in many Occurrences, in which it will iiifficiently appear how 
much they promoted that Temper of Mind, and fhall take them 
as they come to my Hand. 

There is an Obfervation I think which may be juftly madc^ 
that there are more Inftances of the fublimeft Species of Fricnd- 
fliip among the Greeks than amongft the Romans ; and the Rea- 
fon feems to be chiefly this, that the former had naturally a grea- 
ter Delicacy of Mind, and if I may fo exprefs myfelf, their Souls 
feems to have been of a ftiperior Make, not as to Magnanimity, 
but as to a refin'd Way of Thinking. In almoft all the Roman 
Virtues, there is (as I nave obferved elfewhere) fomething that fa- 
vours of Ferocity, there is not that^Gentlenefs of Manners as a- 
mongft the Greeks, and confcquently not fuch 3 Dilpofirion to 
that exalted Degree of Affedion ; and when we do find it amongft 
them^ it is not fo frequently till the latter Times of their Repub- 
lick, when they had had fomc Commerce with the Greeks. 

I SHALL not examine into the firft Times of the People 
iaft mentioned ; for there Truth is fo mixed with Fable, that 
fiich Accounts do not deferve a Place in this Work. The Sto- 
*y of their Oreftes and Tjladi^s \% well known, (b I pafs it 

over. \ .. 

L u C I A N, in his Dialogue wpon Fr/V/r^i^,* introduces a Greek 
and a Scythtan maintaining the Honour of then* refpe<9:ive Coun- 
tries in the Article now before us; and tho' the Perfons of the 
t)ialogue are fiditious, yet the FaifJrs they relate are true*; for 
were it not fo, that Difcourfe would not anfwer the Defign of 
the Author ; befides, Ibme of the Examples are to be met with 
in other Writers : The Greek begins the Difpute, and tells of 
two Friends who being on board a Veflel going from Italy to 
jfyhens, one of them by Accident fell into the Sea ; it hap- 
pened to be about Midnight, but as foon as his Friend heard of 
if, he, without any Hefitation, plunged into the Water to fave him; 
by the greateft good Fortune imaginable, they both efcaped with, 
life. 

The 
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The next Exttnpk U this, EudMmidas, of die City oi Corinth^ 
died exceeding Poor, but was blcfs'd with two real Friends ; to 
whom he left, as a Legacy in his Will, to one his Mother to 
maiatain, to the other his Daughter to provide for and difpofe 
of well tfl Marriage^ one of thei^ Friends focm followed Eudiu^ 
midas to the Grave, he that furvived took the whole Legacy tp 
himielf, for fo it ran in the Will that he Ihould do, and with the 
^eateft Chearfulneis imaginable married his own Daughter and 
that of his Friend on the fame Day» and gave the lame For^ 
tunes to both; and as for the Mother, he took care of her, and 
ihewed Jier trae filial Piety as' long as ihe lived 

The laft I fluU bring from this Author, is not inferior to the 
two former. 

Demetrius zxA Antifhilus traveHed into Egypt for fome 
particular Affiurs ; the fbrnier took a Voyage for fome Time upon 
the Kile^ to ywv the Antiquities, and remarkable Things of the 
Country ; the latter, not caring for the Fatigue of travelling any 
farther, remained at home. In the mean Time, one of his Slaves 
got acquainted with a Gang of Thieves, and they together rob- 
bed the Temple oi Anubis:^ the Slave concealed the Things un- 
der a Bed in his Matter's Mode, The Thieves were foon taken, 
. and confefled the Fa(3:, and named the Slave for an Accomplice; 
upon this, he and his Matter were fbon thrown into Prifbn, as 
two Pcribns guilty of the grcateft Sacrilege. The Innocen<y 
of AntipbUus availed him not, the Things being found in his 
Dwelling; and jt being in an Affair where Religion was concern- 
ed, 00 one in Egypt (the moft fuperfticious of ail Countries) da- 
red CO intercede f(Dr him. He Was therefore thrown into one of 
the darkefl Duogeoas, chained and half naked, and to compleat 
his Mifcry^ his Slaves robbed him of every Thing which was 
left in his Houie; and the Goaler too, thinking to do a merico* 
s^iDus Ad cowards tfaeDeity, treai:od him with all pottible I^gour. 
As foon as his Friend returned, this Misfortune ov^ifwkdnied htm 
with Sorrow^ and he battened to the Prifon and ^t Admittance; 
with much Diffiailty be found o»C Antiphilui, fo muclj was lie 
altered in this deplorable Situation ! Their Into^view was tender 
and moving, both fainted away. Demetrius 6U<rving how ill 
:hif friend was clad, immediately gave him half his Cloak ; and 

A a X finding 
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finding in what a miferable Situation they were in a foreign Land^ 
neither Money nor Credit to be had, he pat himfeif to earn Mo- 
ney by carrying Burdens, and by the Laoour of his Body ; and 
whatever he gained he brought it to Ant)fhilus ; and becaufe k 
was not permitted to pa(s the Night in the Prifon, he made hia>- 
ielf up a Bed with Leaves and other iuch Materials, and iaid at 
the Door. But it chanced, that one in Prifbn died, of Poifoo, 
and upon that it was ftridly given in Charge to the Keeper of 
the Prifon, to let no one enter to the Prifoners: This threw 2)^* 
nutrius into the mod wretched Defpair ; he found no other Re- 
medy, but to declare himfeif guilty of the (ame Crime, and thus 
got himfeif chained in the lame Dungeon with his Friend. Here 
they mutually comforted one .another, each being more anxioiis 
about his Friend's Sorrow and Uneafmefs, than about bis own ; 
'-sxidiT^efnetrius had the additional Misfortune to fidl ilck, yet 
even in that Condition the Care of Antipbilus was his only Con« 
cem. In this Situation were this admirwle Pair« when anunforc* 
leen Accident fet them free : A Prifoner had the Fortune to get 
a File, with this he filed the Chain to which all in that Dungeoa 
were faflened \ all the Prifoners efcaped except the two Friends* 
who would not recover their Liberty, to nave the Guilt of a 
Crime remain upon them, which would be more infuj^rtable 
than Death j they even prevented their Slave from efcaping, that 
he might clear their Innocence. The Governor of Egypt being 
informed of the whole A^ir, as foon as they had macJe it evi- 
dent that they were not in the lead concerned in fo in&mous a 
Sacrilege, (which it was eafy for them to do, (ince Truth is Qmx 
difcovered when Men are difoofed to find it,) they were immc« 
diatcly fet at Liberty ; and the Governor, to reward their Virtac, 
made each of them a handfomePrefent in Money : 7)emefriuf gave 
vp all his Share to his Friend, and retired to the Philofbphers in 
thofe Parts, which the Ancients called Jmiia. Thus far the 
Greeky for the Honour of his Country. 

L u c I A N then makes the Scythian bring leveral Exan^les of 
ftrong Friendfhip in Scythia^ but which, for Brevity Sake, I omit» 
and becaufe I think they have too much a lavage Air, for fo &« 
ertd and fo fublime an Affe^on. 

Tbbjlb 
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Thsrs is another oMidi (^ die £une Scamp with that I have 
teljtfed, attefted by the bed Anchors. Two Friends named ^Da^ 
m0» and TjitbUs were in Skify ac the lame Time thac 'Dionyfius 
.was Tyranc of SyrMufe ^ one of chem was condemned to die 
by this cruel Pcince, and before he was to be executed, he be^'d 
Leave co go into his own Cooncry co fettle his Affairs ; his Friend 
offers himtelf in the mean Time co iiipply his Place, and confents 
to be pot to Death in his room if he returned not ac the Time 
ap^inced. 'Dionysus i^reed co chis Propolal, and he and all 
ms Court weie very attentive co che Iflue of fnch an amazii^ 
piftance of Friendfhip. The Day drew near» and when ic was 
tome, and the other not spearing, every one Uam'd the Imprur 
aeooe of him who had fb raflily expos'd himfelf ; but be remain- 
ed confident of his Friend's Virtue, and accordingly^ jufl: before 
the Time limited expir*d» he arrived. The Tyrant, notvvith> 
{landing the Barbarity of his Temper, was ftruck with, fo won- 
derful a Bebavioiur, and therefore pardoned the Perfon who was- 
-to inffer, and eameftiy intreated to be admicced as a Third inco- 
thdr Friendfliip. Valer. Maxim. -— Ctctr. Offic. 

There is fomeching of this Sort to be oblerved of ^hocjoM^ 
I mean of a ftroi^ Affedion for his Friend. He had one, who- 
had prov'd exceeding condant and faithful daring his whole Life^ 
his Name was Nicocks'^ this Perfon was to fiifier Death with thac 
illuftrioos Athenian, by the unjnfl Sentence of their Country- 
men ; and his earneft Requeft in chefe laft Moments to *Pboc'uh9 
was, that he might drink the Poifon before him : Ah NicockSy 
aofwered that excellent Perfon, this is the hardeft Requeft yoa 
ever made me, it is what gives me the greatefl: Pain ; but, as I 
H^er refus'd yon any Thii^ I muft grant you your laft Defirc. 
I have mentioned, in a former Cb^er, Thocion's Endeavour co 
lave his Friend, by 4rawiiu; all the fimpos'd Guilt imon him- 
lelf.* 

Now follows an Example firom amon^ the J?MM«r of great 
Tenderaefs in Frkndfhip; and that is, of fome Friends of the 
two Gracchi : But before I proceed, I muft premife this, that 
whea I fpeak of Frtesdibip in the b%hdl Degree being founded 

• Plut. «r Pboom, 
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upon Virtue, f mean inch Vkme as is^ibe met wick atnongft 
the Heathens; which, as great as I have ihetvn it to be in many 
Inftances, wants that Charader of Equality and Uniformity^ 
which, as I have more than once obierved, is the Chara^eriflidt 
of a true Chriftian. This therefore is to obviate whatever may 
be objeded to thofe whom I pronounce virtuous ; by which moft 
be underftood, thofe who are fo in the main Sc<^ and View af 
their A(a:ions, but not in that ftrid Scnfe mid that high Degree, 
of which alone we as Chriftians can have a juft Idea, however 
little we put it in Pra^ftice. 

Thus as to the Perfons I am (peaking of, the fsimovts Gracchi^ 
it is evident to me from Hiftory, that the chief of their Charac- 
ter was virtuous, their De(ign and even ftrong Defire was to cafe 
th^ Roman Vcoi^U from theOppreffion of the Rich, and by bring- 
ing them more upon an Equality (as at Sparta) to ftrenethen and 
lecure the Government, by making it more the Intercft of each 
Roman to defend it, befides many other good Confequences; but to 
accomplifli this Defign, they were perhaps to biame in the Me- 
thods they took. (VeUeius izjs of Tiberius Gracchus^ tantis deni^ 
qu9 adomatns virtutibus, quant as Naturd Qf Indufiria m^rtalis 
Conditio accifit.J In fliort, it is well known that they both loft 

* thtir Lives in t^ Attempt, the Party againft whom they declarM 
thcmftlvcs pfoving too ftrong for them; but there was ten Years 
Interval between the Times in which they periihed, {Decern in^ 
terfojitis Annis^ (ays Velleius Taterculus.J 

The Eldeft was Weded with a Friend, firmly attached to bis 
Peribn ^nd his Intereft, throiigh a Wgh Opinion of his Virtue. 
This he (hewed in the noblelt Manner j his Name m^sd^Bloffiu^^ 
be was born 2xCunLc, a Place near tbe eelcferated Baia. When 
Tiberius was killed in that Tumult ^hich Seifio Nafica had ra- 
fed, to prevent the Paffing of thofc Laws propofed hj Graethus 
as Tribune of ^the.Pepple, which were to prove fb prejudidal to 
ajl the moft opulent Men in Rme\ 1 % When this Scene 6f Vio- 
lence was t)ver, Bkjfftus^^ frt-dered i& ^p^y before the Senate, 
as having been a Friend ^nd Mifrfftei- to the Dertgiis of Gracchus : 
When tit was before that Atigiift AffeiiWy, the Enemies of the 

• Tribune ftill (hew'd their Animofity, even after his Peath; for 
^, they interrogated this Friend of his, with great Warmth. Amongft 

the 
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the tefti Sci^h Nsjka enquired of bim, if he had always obeyed 
the Commands of Gracchus ? BUJius confcfeM he had moft puno 
rually donefo, and thai: he thoogbt ic hisDocy ; what, {s^y^Scifio^ 
fuppofe he had commanded you to fee Fire to the Capitol^ muft 
you have done it ? He never would have commanded fuch a 
Thing, replied Bhffius ; but, faid Scifio^ and feveral of that 
Party with Ibme Vehemence, let us fuppofe he had, what would 
you have done ? I would, anfwcred he, undoubtedly have per- 
formed his Orders, for I fiiould have been convinced, that he 
would have given fuch Orders wilh no other View than ibr the 
Good and Prolperity of Rmne. 

This Anfwer in ibme Mealure explains my Meaning, as to 
what I laid at the Beginning of this Chapter, concerning a Friend's 
ailifting his Friend in a feeming unjuft or wicked Dedgn ; 
wherein I obferved, that when Virtue has prompted a Perlbn in 
his Choice, he ihould not alter his good Opinion upon flight 
Groimds, but rather be convinced of his Friend's FroDity, thaa 
be too apt to believe the contrary. 

^ The other Brother of the Gracchi^ as I have already tak^i 
Notice of, loft his Life (bme Years after upon the fame Occafion^ 
and much in the fame Manner ; and in that unfortuntf e Hour» 
he had the Comfort of finding that he was poflefled of wlkat is 
ieldom met with, two faithful Friends : For whilft all the Party 
of the Nobles purfued him with the greaccfl Fury to deflroy kim, 
^omfonius and Lkinus^ with the utmoft Bravery defended fome 
narrow Pafles to give him Time to efcape, and they loft their 
Lives in that glorioofe Pofl, and died With Pkaiurc ta prove their 
Conftancy and ftrong Atifediou for their Friend.** 

What tender Afl^dion do we find in the Friends of that ex« 
cellent Perfonage Socrates ? How did they lament and deplore his 
approaching Death ! No Wonder indeed that fiich a Perf<m fhould 
find the moft faithful and conftant Friends ; be who had formed 
themhimfelf to Virtue! With what Joy doe§ Crito tell him thac 
tie has found Means to procure his Efcape, and a fecure Place or 
Reft^e from the Fury of his Enemies ! And when this goitrous 
Jlthenian, this Model of true Virtue, fuch as human Nature uni» 
affiiled by Revelation and by Grace could produce^ had magnap^ 

aifflouii; 
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nimouflvTefufed this Offer, with what Floods of Paflion do thcj 
bewail the Lois of this Phiiofopher I 

< Nor are we lefs to admire the Behaviour of Lucilius, a moft 
affedionate aud faithfal Friend to Marcus Brutus : For in the 
laft Adion between that iiluftrious Roman and Antony and Cr- 
far, he ebierved fbme Troops preis hard upon his General, and 
thought he. was in no fmall Danger of being taken ; upon this, he 
calls out that he was Brutus^ and begs to be carried to Antony. ^ 
The Soldiers, overjoyed at fiich a Prize, immediately conduifted 
Irim to Mark Antony I To whom Lucilius^ "Think not, lays he, 
"^^ Antony^ that you will ever have Brutus iu this Manner. 

J dare ajjfure thee that no Enemy 

Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus : 

IThe Gods defend him from fo great a Shame ! 

When you do find him or alive or dead. 

He wtll be found like Brutus, like himfelf. Shakeipeare. 

^* I made Ufe of this Stratagem ta fave that noble Roman^ my 
^ General and my Friend. I am here prepared for all the 
^ Torments that an enraged Y'xGtor can inflid: upon me in the 
^ Fury and Horrors infcparable from a Civil War." To this 
Antony replied, that (b far from ufing him ill, he admired his 
Virtue and Noblenefs of Spirit, and was extremely defirous of 
bavins; fuch a Friend ; and therefore earneftly intreated him to at* 
tach himielf to him, with as much Fidelity as to Brutut. Lu^ 
tilius contented to it, and was ever after faithful to him ; but 
in my Opinion, he could never have that Strength of AffciiSion 
for Antony z^ be had for Brutus^ for there was fo great a Deficit 
cncy of Virtue in the Former, and fo much of it in the Latter, 
that it muft fiirely alter the Cafe. 

^^ ihall now come a little lower from this Sublimity of 
Friendfbip, of which I could produce fome more luflances, were 
I not apprehenfive of tiring the Reader ; be/ides, I think I have 
given enough to prove my Aflcrtion, that there Were fuch Ideas 
amongft the Ancients fomeiimes put in Pradice. I (hall there- 
fore now proceed to take Notice of that Friendlhip, which I have 
placed in the^ two lower Claflcs, and ihall give my Obfervations 

without 
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without QMbagaay other Diftiadioa than what ihalt naturalljr 
occur in each laftaoce. 

Thsse are the Species of that A^ScOHon the mod frequently 
to be expc<fled to LifCy becaufe there is lefs Perfe^ion requifite 
to produce thein. For befides 19907 other good Qualicics^ as 
weU as Gentlenefs of Maooers, (by which I meau the EfTed: of 
a Mildnefs in Virtue,) it requires a Warmth of Heart and an af- 
fe<9tionatc Temper, which is not the Produce of e?cry Conftitu* 
tion, to create the higheft Degree of Friendfliip ; whereas feme 
jof thcfeQualitlee, and in a (mailer Qoantity, will fuffice to cffci^ 
what! is iww to follow. 

Whbn Cato was fix*d in his Relblution of dying rather than 
fubmit to C^/ar, with how mach SoUcitude does he provide for 
the Safety of his Friends ! Some he fees embark, .others he fends 
away by Land, according as it . was au:h Man's Conveniency ; 
bis only Unealinefs w^ upou their Account. 

Bms oh my Friends, your Safety fills my Heart 

IVith anxious Thoughts i A thoufand feeret Terrors 

Rife in my Soul ! Mow Jhall I fave my Friends / 

'Tis now, O Caefar, / begin to fear thee / Cato. 

And all thefe worthy Men, who held him in the mmoft Venera- 
tion and Eftcem upon Account of his ftrid: Virtue, were over- 
whelm'd with Grief to fee him refolved to leave the World ; and 
though, according to the 7^4r^tf« Maxims, they were forced rather 
to admire his Greatnefs of Soul, than blame his Defign; yet they 
melted into Tears and Sorrow at the Thoughts of lofit^ him.* 

If we caft our Eyes over all the Hiftories of Antiquity, over 
the Lives of the moft eminent Men of Greece and Rome ; nay, 
even if we view other Nations, and fbme of thofc called Bar-^ 
harians, we Ihall obferve Friendfliip to have been a facred Namcj 
we fhall find it alnioft every where in fome of its Degrees. 

Even Men of ftrid Virtue in other Points, have fwerv*d 
from It for the Sake of thofe who they have ranked in the Num^ 
ber of their Friends ; as the famous Agefilaus^ King of Sparta^ 
is (aid to have been a ftriA Obferver of Juftice, but only where 
his Friends were concerned, (as I have obferved in my firft Chap- 

♦ Plut. in Cat. Udc. 
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ter.) There is extant a little Billet of his (in Tlutarch,) which 
he wrote in Favour of a Friend, which difcovers bis Sentiments 
on that Head, better than any thing eife can do * Wc arc to 
fuppofc that this Friend was accu(ed of fome Grime, of which 
Agefilaus apprehended the Conicquences, tho* the Htftoriaa has 
not let us know what it was : The Note run thus, " If Nkiat 
** be innocent, let him be acquitted for Juftice Sake ; if he be 
*^ guilty, let him be acquitted for my Sake ; be it as it will, I beg 
^* that he may be acquitted." 

We are to take Notice, that at S fart a it was eftabliflied by Cu- 
ftom that the Youth ihouid have ftrid Friendfiiip with each other, 
and it was intended as a flrong Incitement to Virtue ; but that (like 
moft good Inftitutions) was perverted and put to wrong Purpo- 
fes, as fome Hiftorians tell us, 

I SHALL not infift in this DHbourfe upon the Friendihip of 
Alexander for Hefhcfiion^ or the known Affciftion between Scifm 
TiViALdlius \, thefe are Examples which are familiar to almoft every ^ 
School-Boy J nor on that of Socrates iox Alciblades^ whofe Faults 
and Vices he conftantly endeavoured to eradicate, and bring him 
over to perfe(9: Virtue : f But I fliall proceed to two great Men 
^amongft the Romans^ who have given ngnal Proofs of the Great- 
nefs of their Sentiments in all Re^eds, and particularly in that 
which is the SubjedJ: of this Chapter 

T H E s K are Cicero and Tliny the younger ; I (hall begin with 
the Former. No Man had a jufter Notion of the fublimeft Friend- 
ihip than himfelf, but I do not find by Hiftory that he was ever 
io fortunate as to have it in his Power to put that Notion in 
Pradice. Almoft all his Friendfliip was confined to the third Cla6, 
.that is, he liv'd in great Intimacy with feveral worthy and eminent 
Men of Rome^ who honoured and efteemed him for his great 
Qualities, his Affcdion for his Country, his agreeable Converfa- 
tion, (for he had an infinite deal of Wit as well as Learning,) 
. his Probity, his profound Science and divine Eloquence, in fine, 
for his many publick and private Virtues; and he valued them 
for their good Intentions for the Republick, and for their feve- 
. tal Accompliihments and Virtues ; and fome for the Length of 



♦ Plut w AgcC t Pluto in Alcfluad. 
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Time tbcy h«d beeo acquainted, which naturally produces good 
Will : In ihort, there was between him and thele Friends fucb a 
Benevolence, as inclined them mutually to aflld and promote the. 
good of each other.^ 

A s CO the noble Idea this great Man had of Friendfhip, it is 
elegantly manifefted in his Treatife entitled, Lalius, Jive ae Amir 
citid^ wherein he introduces that illuflrious Roman^ difcourfing 
with his Friends upon this excellent AfTedion. His Definition of 
iris admirable; Ejiautem Amicitia nihil aliud.niji omnium divina- 
rum bumanarumque rerum cum Benevolent id © Caritate fumma 
c^nfenfiO\ qua quidem baud fcio^ an exceed Salient id quicquani 

melius Homini Jit a^iis immortalibus datum. And then a 

little farther he fays with much Beauty and Force of ExprelTion^ 
^rincipo cui fotejl effe Vita vitalis (ut ait Ennius,^ qui non iw 
jimici mutua benevolent id conquiejcat ? 0uid dulcius quam habere^ 
quicum omnia audeas Jic loqui^ ut tecum f §^is ejfet tantus fruc* 
tus in frofferis rebus ^ mji baberes, qui illis aque^. ac tu iffe^ 
gauderet ? adverjas vero ferre difficile eJfet Jine eo^ qui illas 
gravius etiam quam tu^ ferret. T^enique^ cater a res^ qua ex^ 
petuntur^ opportune funt JinguU rebus fere Jlngulis : \Divitia 
ut utare, opes ut colare \ honores, ut laudere ; voluptates ut gau^ . 
deas ; valetudo ut dolore careas^ S? muneribus fungare corporis ; 
jlmicitia res plurimas continet^ quoque te verterts^ prajto eji ; 
nuUo loco excluditur; nun^uam intempeftiva nunquam molejia 
eji^ Itaque non aqud^ non igni^ ut aiunty pluribus locis utimur^ 
quam Amicitia. Neaue ego nunc de vulgaris aut de mediocri 
(qua tamen ipfa GJ aeleBa$ S? j^rodejij fed de verd 6J perfect a 
loquor^ qualis eorum^ qui paua nominantur, fuit ; nam fs fecun^ 
das res jpiendidiores jacit Amicitia^ S? adverfas partiens com* 
municanjqucy leviores. — Thus we fee he tells us, ** that Friend- 
*^ ihip is a perfed: Agreement in every Thing joinM to a moft un- 
** confined Benevolence; and that xuch Friendfhip is the greats 
*• eft Bleffing Heaven can beftow on Earth : That Prolperity is 
^' cncreafed and Adverfity m^de lighter, by the Participation of a 

* Amongfl nuny other Ingredients neceflary to form fo noble an Union as that of 
a ftrid Friendihip, a mutual Intcrcourfe of Services was required among the Ancients, 
as appears by Cicer^s Letters in nuny Places ; {o that not only receiving, but omferring 
Benefits and Favours ytu a Motive to FnendOiip with tbcm^ 
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^ faithful Friend : That Fricndihtp is of univerlal Ufe, not like- 
*• other Advantages of this World, each adapted to particular Sa- 
** tisfadions; for this is always welcome, ufcful and agreeable ^ 
and (concludes he,) ** when I fay this, I fpeak of the fiiblimelt 
•* Species of Friendflijp, and not of the middling or common Sort,. 
•* which however have both their Ufefulnels and arc very plea* 
•• fing/* 

T H u s far this accomplifhed Roman. He had not an Opportuity 
of ad:ing up to thefe Ideas ; becaufe it may happen fomctimes 
(as was his Cafe we are to fiippofe,) that fome Men have Souls 
fb form'd as to be capable of carrying Friendihip to its greateil 
Height, had they but the good Fortune to find one able to cor* 
tefpond with them in the Sublimity of their Sentitnents. 

I A M fenfible how much the Friendfhip of this great Man withi 
Titus Tomfonius Atticus is celebrated ; but this, in my Opinion^ 
was far from that Height and Perfedion of which Cicero gives 
fi^ noble a Delcription in the Paflage I have quoted ; and the Rea- 
der may find in the ijth and x^th Letters of the 3d Book of 
his Epiftles to Atticus^ that Cicero makes heavy Complaints to 
him of his Failure in fome Points, where his Friendlhip ought to 
have appeared in the ftrongeft Manner. Atticus was one of thofc 
fort of Men of which there are many in the World ; he was of 
confummate Prudence, kept well in Favour witfr all Parties, of- 
fended none, a f^r^ fmooth Outfide, with a mod polite Beha- 
viour ; but at the fame Time, a Soul incapable of (o liiblime an 
Affedion as Friendlhip is in its greatefl Perfection : In fine, I 
entirely agree with the Abbi de St. Real in his Notions of that 
Romak, becaufe I think they are founded upon very good Rea-. 
fons, as may be feen in his Charadier of Atticus^, 

But although Cicero wanted this great Ingredient to Felicity^, 
we find he had (as I have laid) a large Number of felcd Ac« 
^uaintance, with whom he had contracted a great Intimacy, and 
to whom he mjide it his chief Pleaiure to be ferviceable as much, 
as was in his Power ; and they on their Part, moft of them, repaid 
his Friendihip with grateful Returns. 

There are feveral Volumes remaining of his Letters to his 
]||Tiends, and of theirs to htm, (of which I have already ^kcn:) 
b». rilde we may obferv« the gceat Eloquence of this Orator, 

CVCtt) 
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even in bis Epiftolary Srilc ; and how much he ftudied to per- 
form the Duties of that Friendfliip in which he was engaged. -— 
With how much Care does he endeavour to increafc the Honours 
and Dignity of his friend Lentu/us^ Proconful of Cilicia, by ufing 
all poffible Methods to procure him the important Commimon o f 
lle-eftabiifhing Ttolemy AuPetes King of E^p in his Dominions I 
and not to boaft of his Services, he confefles to Lentulus, that he 
owes him ftill more than he can ever render him, in return for his 
Affiftance a^inft Clodius. Tu velim Tiii ita ferfuaieas, nuUam 
rein effe mintmam^ qu£ ad te fertineat qua mihi non carior. 
fuam mea res omnes. Idque cum fentiam^ fedulitate mihimet 
iffi fatisfacere fojfum ; re quidem iffd idea mihi non fatisfa- 
eio, quod nullum fart em merit or um non modo referendi^ fed ne 
cogitandd quidem gratid confequi fo£um^ Ep^. ad Eamil. ^* 
Lib. !• 

How fenfibly, how elegantly and how nobly docs he juflify 
himfclf upon the unjuft Complaints oi Apfius Claudius TulcBer t 
and at the fame time that he lets him iee how much he was ta 
blame to accufe him, he plainly ihcws him it does not lefTen hia 
Friendfliip for him ^ but, upon fome troublefbme Afl!air he had in 
Rome, during Cicero'^ Abfence, in which it was in that Orator's 
Power to ferve him in the Province which he was fent to govern^ 
lie lets Affius know he will ufe his utmofl: Endeavours to do 
him Service, and that there was no need of requefting it: ^ JVr* 
i^ilius^ (fays he) perbreves mihi d. te litteras reddidit, qua 
mihi nimis longa vifa funt\ injur iam enim mihi fieri j^utaham 
cum rogabir. Epift. ad Appium^ Lib. 3. 

And again; with how much Tenderne^, and with hpw many 
well-judg'd Turns of Expreflion, does he addrefi ^ MetelUis Cen- 
ter upon a nice Occafion ! The Brother of ^%Koman had ac** 
tacked Cicero with Malignity and Violence ; upon this that elo« 
^uent Perfon fell heavily upon him with all the Weight and Force 
of his Talent, in a full Auembly of the Senate : This drew a 
Letter fall of Complaints from Metelhs to Cicero, who, in Rec- 
tum, writes to him who was then Proconful in Gaul^ and jufti* 
fies himfelf upon the Maxim of Self-Defence, and concludes itt^ 
this nunner : En dolor $ tuo non /Hum igmfi4^, fid Jummam- 
etiam laudemtrwua. Mens enim me finjits quanta vis f rat emit 
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Jit amor is admonet. A te fetout Tu quoque aquum te Judt^ 
cent dolori meo prabeas : Si acerbe, Ji crudeliter, Ji fine caufa a 
tiiis fum o^pignatus^ ut fiatuas^ mihi non modonon^ cedendum^ fisd 
etiam tua atque exercitus tui auxilio in ejujmodi, caufd utendum 
fuijfe. Ego Te mihi femfer Amicum ejfevolui:^ Me ut tibi Ami^ 
ciffimum ejfe intelligenes laboravi. Maneo in voluntate^ ^ quoad 
ooles tu^ fermanebd, citiufque amore tui fratrem tuum odijffe de^ 
finam quam illius odio quidquam de nojlra Benevolentiadetraham. 
t^ale. Epift. ad Famil. Lib. 5^. 

Nor can any thing exceed his excellent manner of giving fiich 
Advice to his Friends as he thought necelTary for their Safety, 
Happinefs and Honour ; for inftead of letting them lee that he 
has a Superiority of Underftanding, he tells them he does not 
pretend to offer his Advice, as thinking that they are not much 
more able to find better Aififtance from their own Breafts, but 
that it is the effeA of his abundant AfFedion for themj by this 
Means he helps their Judgments and Underftandings, without of- 
fending their Pride. 

I N Inort, I Ihould tranfcribe all * his Letters, were I to lay be- 
fore the Reader the unnumbered Beauties to be found in them \ 
and we may obfervc in them the beft manner of treating mofl: 
Occurrences of Life; and they are ample Demonftracion that 
Cicero, well knew all the moft extenfive Duties of Fricndfliip, 
and pradis'd them whenfoever it was in his Power : I ihall there- 
fore conclude what I had to fay upon them with three Letters, 
which will fcrvc for Examples of tne Method of recommending 
one Friend to another, in which all the Ancients expell'd, and 
particularly the illuftrious Perfon we arc now /peaking of. The 
firfl: is addrefs'd to Lentulus, Proconliil of Cilicia^ whom we have 
akeady mentioned ; the two others to Sulptius^ Governor of 
Achaia. 

♦ This memorable Reman not only was thus aflfeftionatc, and even profufivc of good 
Offices to all his Friends perfonally, but continued this Good'-will and theie Services to 
their Sons, and all thdr Defendants, as appears by feveral of his Letten ; partictdarly, 
to mention one only, in his Sixty-firft Letter of his i jth Book ad FamiHares^ be car- 
ncftly recommends the Son of his Friend Pitmivs to SiBus^ then Praetor of Rome ; and 
thus he (hews his AfieAion for his dead Friend in the moft fignificant and noble Man- 
xer ; and thus it was indeed ' wkb aU thp Ancients who prcfmded to the Reputation 
pf viitoous Men. 

AULO 
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AuLO Trebonio, ^ui in tua frovincid magna negotia & 
an^la & etc f edit a babet^ multosannos utor valde familiar iter. Is 
cum antea femfer^ tS fuo J^lendore, QJ nojird ceterorumque ami^ 
corum commendati&ney grattofijjlmus in Trovincid fuit ; turn hoc 
tempore, proper tuum in me amorem^ noftramque neceffitudinem^ 
s)ebemen$er confidit his meis Utteris fe apud te gratiofum fore : 
^ane^fpes eum fallat vehement er rogo te; commendoque tibi 
yus omnia negotia, lihertos, frocuratores, familiam : In frimif^ 
que Mt qu£ T. Amphis dt ejus re decreverit ea comfrobes^ om- 
mibufque rebus eum ita traifes, ut intelligat meam commenda^ 
tionem nen vulgarem fuijfe. Vak. 

This Letter in Englifh runs thus : 

** A u L u s T R E B o N I u s, my old and intimate Friend, has fbmc 
** Bufioefs in your Government which is of great Conlequcnce to 
*' him, and may eafily be difpatched ; no Man was ever better 
** received in that Part of the World, both upon account of his 
** own Merit and Dignity, and fron^ the Recommendation of le- 
*• veral of his Friends, in which Number I reckon myfelf. Since 
*• fiich was his Reception before, he flatters himfelf that from 
•' the great Affedion and conftant Friendlhip there is between 
•• you and me, that this Letter will now procure him a flilJ bet- 
•• tcr and more agreeable Reception from you. I therefore earned* 
*' ly intreat you not to let htm b^ miftaken ; and I recommend 
** to your Favour and Protedion, not only himfelf, but all his 
*' Affairs, his whole Family, and every Thing that belongs to 
•• him ; andparticularly I beg of you to am>rove and confirm 
•* whatever T. Amfius your Prcdeceflbr had decreed in his Fa* 
'' your; and, in ihort, you will infinitely oblige me, to ufe him 
^' in fuch a manner that he may find my Recommendation is of 
^' fame Conreqi|ence, and not infignificant and in vain/' Lib. t. 
Ep. 3. 

N. TuLLius Cicero Serv. Sulpitio. 

Manius CuRius, qui Patris negotiatur^ muUis & magnis 
caujps d me dili^itur. Nam ^ amicitia fervetus mihi cum e» 
erfi^ utprimum tn Forum venity injlituta ^ f$ Patris cum ahquo^ 
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ties afttea^ turn praxime hoc miferrino betlo^ domus ejus tota mihi 
fat Hit, qua Ji ofus fuijfet, tarn tjfem ufus quam mea. Maxi- 
mum autem m^i vinculum cum eo eft quafi fan&hris cujufJam 
necejfitudinis, quod eft Kxxxo. noftri famiUariffimms^ eumque umm 
/^rafter cateros obftrvat ac diligit. ^em ft tu jatn^ forte cog^ 
nofti, puto me hoc^ quod facto ^facere Jerius \ ea eft emm humaui^ 
tate^ 6 obfervantia^ itt cum tibijamperfe ipfum commendatumfu* 
tern, ^od tame ft ftita eftmagHofere a te qu^fo^ ut^u^am volua- 
tatemji quam in ilium ante has meas litteras contulifti^ quam 
maximus foft mea commendatione cumulus aaedat ; ftn autem 
propter vereeundiam fuam mmus fe ttbi obtulit^ aut nondnm eum 
faxis habes cognitum^ aut qu^e caufa eft cur moforis commenda^ 
tionis irtdigeat^ ftc tihi eum commqndo^ ut neque majore ftudio 
quenquam^ neque juftioribus de caujfis commendare poftim. Fa- 
ciamque id quod debent facer e it qui religiofe ® ftne amkitme 
commendant : Spondebo enim tibi vel potius fpondeo^ in meque 
recipio, eos ejfe M. Curii mores^ eamque turn probitatem turn 
^etiamhumanitatemy ut eum ® amicitidtud, &tam accurata com^ 
-mendattone^ ft tibi ftt cognitus dignum fts exiftimaturus. Mibi 
certe gratijftmum feceris, ft intellexero, has litteras tantum^ 
quantum fcribens conftdebam^ (^ud te pondus habuife. 

CiCBRO to Ser, Sulpitiu& 

"The great Affc<ftion I have for Manius Curius^ is found* 
'" cd upon many important Reafons ; for not onJy our Fricndfhip 
^ began very early in Life, (for we were acquainted as (boa as 
^ he frequented the Forum,) but it has continued fo ftrong, that 
* his Houfc at Tatra (where he is now employed in Af^irs of 
^* Confequence to him) has always been as much at my Di(po(al 
^ as my own ; and he offered it me particularly at a Time M 
^ wouFd have been of the greatefl: Ufe, had I ftood in need of \i^ 
^^ I mean during our late unhappy War. Add t<^ this, that he \% 
^^ one of the moft intimate Friends of our belov'd Atticus^ for 
^^ whom he always Ihews the greateft Refbeca and Affedion. This 
^^ makes as it were the Band of Friendinip between Curius and 
^^ myfelf flill more iacred and inviolable. If the Perfon who is 
^^ the Subbed of this Epiftlc be already Jknown to you» my Re* 
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'^ commendation of him is rather of the lateft, for fuch is his 

'^^ re^dfhl and obliging Behaviour, that he is by that fufficieot- 
^ ly recommended to your Favour. If the Matter be thus, I 
^ earneftiy intreat you to permit this Letter to crown the Good- 

'** will you had already conceived for him before you received it; 
^' but if his Modefty has hitherto forbid him to intrude himfelf 
^^ upon you, or if you as vet ire not perfedly acquainted with his 

*** Merit, or whatever other Reafons there may be to make this 
^ Recommendation of him ncceflary, I do by this requeft of you 
^ in the ftrongeft manner^ that you would grant him your Friend* 
*^ fhip : In fliort, it is impoflible for me to recommend any one 
" with more Warmth, nor can any one more deferve it from me. 
^^ And I ihall do in this Cafe, as all Men do who intend not to 
** make an oftentatious Show of their Credit, but fiscerely to 
^* procure the Advantages for a Friend which are generally ex- 
^^ peded from Recommendatory Letters ; that is, I will promife 
" you, or rather I do hereby afTure you, and take it upon my^ 
^^ ielf to anfwer for it, that mch are the Morals and Behaviour of 
" CuriuSy fuch his Probity and Gentlenefs of Manners, that 
" when you come thoroi^hly to know him, you will beof Opi- 
^ nion, that Ije deferves your Friendfliip, and is worthy of all 
^ the Care I have flicwn for him in this Epiftle. This I am cer- 
^ tain of, tliat I fhall feel the greateft Joy, ifl hear that the Sue- 
" cefs of this Letter is fuch, if it has fuch Weight with you as I 
^ firmly believ'd it would when I wrote it. FartweL 

It is impoflible to tranflate any thing of the Ancients withoi^t 
doing them much Injury, and patticulariy theWorks of this great 
Man ; but I have endeavoured to give my Readers the Senlc of 
this Letter, fufficicnt for them to comprehend the Sentiments of 
the Roman Orator, without confining toyfclf abfolutely to a cIo<c 
literal Tranflation. 

Cicero Servio Sulpitio, S. 

NoN concedam ut Attico noftro^ quern elatum Utitidvidi.jucuit^ 
diores tu£ fuavijfime adeum ^ humanifflmefirift£ litter £^ fuerifft 
quam mihi. Nam etji utrique noftrumfrofe £que grata erant^ tamen 
egt> admirahar magisy t^ quafi rogatus^ aut certi admonitus, libera^ 
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liter Attico rejpondifes (quod tamen dublum nobis, quin tta ft^ 
turum fuerit, non erat) ultro ad eum fcripjijfe^ eique nee op% 
nanti voluntatem tuam t ant am Per lit t eras detulijfe. De quo 
non mode rogare te^ ut eo Jiudiojius me a quoque cauja facias non 
debeo {nihil enim cumulatius fieri foteft quam fofliceris) fed ne 
gratias quidem agere, quod tu ^ ijfius caufa ^ tua fponte fe^ 
ceris. . lllud tamen dicam^ miloi id, quod fecifti, ejfe gratiffmum. 
Tale enim tuum judicium de homine eo, quern unice diligo, non 
;poteft mihi non fumme ejfejucundum ; quod cum it a fit, ejfe gra- 
tum necejfe eft. Sed tamen^ qujum mihi^ fro conJunBione noftnt, 
velfeccare apud te in fcribendo licet -^ utrumque eorum, qua ne^ 
gavi mihi facienda ejfe^ faciam. Nam S> ad id, quod Attici caufa 
te oftendijti ejfe fa^iurum, tantum velim addas, quantum ex no^ 
ftro amore accejfionis fieri foteft ; ^ quod modo vercbar iibi 
gratias agere, nunc flane agOy teque ita exiftimare volo, quibuf 
cunque officiis in Epiroticis aliifque rebus Atticum obftrinxert^^ 
iifaem me tibi obligatum fore. 

Cicero to Servius Sulpittus. 

^' I CANNOT poffibly allow my Friend Atticus to feel more 
*' Plcafure than I do from your kind obliging Letter to him, aU 
" though I fee how cranfported he is with Joy at it ; for I had 
^' this additional Satisfaction join'd to that which we both felt 
'^ upon receiving this Epiftle, that I could not but be mod agrec- 
^^ ably furpriz'd that you fhould of your own Goodrwiil be th« 
" firft to aflure him of your Friendlhip in To good-natur'd a man- 
" ner ; a Favour one could fcarcely have hoped for in return for 
" a Letter from him or any of his Friends, did not we know fo 
" well your excellent Di(pofirion. Since luchis the cafe, it would 
** not only be fuperfluous in me to beg of you for my Sake to add 
" to the Friendiiiip you roanifeft for Atttcus^ (for certainly no^ 
'^ thing can be added to the obliging Promifes in your Letter,) 
" but it would I think be abfblutely unneceflary for mc even to 
" return you any Thanks for thofe Favours which you fliew him 
^ merely for his own Sake, and mov'd only by your ownBreaft; 
" but I cannot however forbear telling you, that what you have 
" done affedsmewith the greateft Joy ; for the Efteem you have 
" for a Man whom I tenderly bve, cannot but be cxcceditig a- 

grceablc 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap.V* 6);^ Friendship. ipy 



iC 



u 



greeable to me, and the Confcqucnce of this rnqfl/ be, that I 
" mud feel the ftrongeft Sentiments of Gratitude : But notwith* 
*^ ftanding all this Reafoning, I find I muft take the Privilege of 
" an intimate Friend, and commit a Fault in this Letter, which that 
Intimacy alone can cxcufe ; that is, I (hall do both thole Things 
which I juft now (aid were unneccflary ; ibr I muft intreat you 
to permit the tender |Friend(hip you have for me to augment as 
much as it pofTibly can the kind Inclinations you have already 
^^ manifefted for Atticus ; and in the next place I muft defire you 
" to accept my (incerc Thanks, and to believe that by whatever 
^' Services, either as to the Affairs of Efirus^ or any other Mat- 
^^ ters which regard him, you (hall bind to you my Friend At^ 
*^ ^kus^ the £ame good Offices will attach me alfo for ever to 
** you. 

I H AVE, as I faid of the former, I believe given the Sen(c of 
thefe Epiftles ; for a literal Tranflation is feldom allowed by Con- 
noijfeurs to be a juft one. 

Here is Juftnels of Sentiments and of Expreflions which 
charm us by their Simplicity ! far beyond all tne Bombaft and 
Fuftian of Words in ufc at prdcnt in the World f And if it be 
allowable to Reafbn thus, we might conclude, that the Stile of 
their Letters was conformable to their Manner of Thinking, 
that is, to M^nanimity and Sincerity ; and I am afraid it is in "^ 
fbme meafure but too true, that the affc(9:ed Fallenefs of Expre(^ 
fion which Cuftom has introduced into our Way of Writing, is 
not very different from om- Way of A^ing and Thinking towards 
Friends isind Enemies. 

I A M now come to the next Example I proposed to bring of 
one who well knew all the Obligations of Friendftiip, and who 
a<fted in conformity to thofe Rules upon every Opportunity ; 
but he, like Cicero^ )eems to have exercised that noble Affe<9:ion * 
only in the tbitd D^ee, but had a Soul entirely capable of the 
moft (ublime, as appears by his Sentiments and Adions. 

There is hardly in all xht Roman Hiftory a more dccom- 
plilh'd PerfoTi than him I am fpeaking of, Tliny the younger ; his 
l^orals were of more Purity than could be expe^ed in thofe 
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Ilaysj for it was remarkable in him, th^t; hi$ were eq^al to thole - 
of the htik RonmnsAn their. heft^.Ttmcs, although he c^me into . 
the World when that People were mmh fallei^ from their primi-: 
tive Virtue. His whole. Life was. one continued Pradice of all . 
the Duties of Lift;, a^d amojigft^them. he ccdttvated Friendfliip a» 
much as h^ had }t in his Power^ He thoughc nothing too miKrh . 
f^r his Friends, and made.^hi^ Fortunes aiway3 itil^rervient tp that 
beneficent Temper. 

An eminent ;*^uthor. has obliged the PuWick with an excel- 
lent Tranfl^tion of one of the Letters of this Roman to his Pre- 
cpptor, th^ famous , ^mntilian, in which is a Specimen of the 
Geoerofity of his Dift)dfition towards his Friends : I ihall here 
therefore add fbme others which are not fowell known, ai^ wJhi^h : 
fcrvc^ to, .flrcngthen dill more my Propofition. 

C. P^iNius Roman o Firmo fno S. —? {Eftft.i^. Liki.) 

MuNicEPS tuus Sf condi/cifulus SJ ok ineunte ^tatet €M^ 
tubernalis ; futer tuut & matri ^ avunculo meo^ mihi etiam^ 
quantum atatis diverfitas fajjk eJl^famUiarU: Magna ^^grm^es . 
€4ufie curfufcifere S? auger e dignitatem tuam d^beam. Effeau^ 
tm tibicentunk miUium cenfum Jktis indicat quod of ud nos 2)r« 
cf^tio es. Igit^ur uP te non dacurione filum^ verum etium equiif 
Romano /mrfruamur^ offero tibi„ad mfkndas equejlres. faeuiut^, . 
#fr 300,000 ^UMKuri^. Te Ptemorem bujus munfris amkiti^na^ 
fir4\dim^mmitas ffmdet. Eg(^ ne iUud quidem admaneo^ quad.ad.^ 
tn^nere dekerem, nifi Te fitrem Jponte faRurum^ ut dignUatt^ 
me dfita^ quam modefiiffim^^ ut ame datd^ utare. Nam fiUicitius. - 
cuftodienaus ef honor^ in, qua etiamj^neficiumamici tuendumeft: 

Tihe S<nCe of tfait Epiftte is a& follows : . 

PtrlNY to RoM:ANUS, f$C. 

•^ When I cpnfidcr^hat we were bom in the fame Place, and 
'* educated together, and liv'd with each other from our Ibfon* 
'< cy,; and not only this, but that your Father had. t^e fame fo* 
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' timacy with my Mother and Uncle, and even with me as much 
1 as the Di^ence of Age couW allow of; I fay, when I con- 
•/ fider this, 1 find that it is impoflfiblc for me to have llrMiger Rea« 
' foDS -to ufe the atfiioft of my Endeavours to ratfe you m the 
« Wofld. I know your Revenue amounts to loo.coo Sejhrces 
•^ a Year, becaule you arc 7}ecurio of our Province; and there- 

* fore, that your Friends may enjoy your Virtues in a fuperior 
•* Rank^ Ihave 300,000 Sefierca at your Service, of which I 

• beg your Acceptance^ (about 1800/. Stentng^) by the help ot 

* this you will be entitled to be'of the Equejtrian Order. The Con- 
^ ftaney of our Fricndfliip aflures me of your Gratitude. I fliall 
^ not dwell upon a Caution, which would be neceflary#were I 
*^ not pcrfuadcd that you will ad in this Point as you ought, 
^ without any occafidn for Advice; I mean, that you behave*ia 
*• your new Dignity in foch a manner as will llicw you enjoy it 

• by ray Afliftance ; for when the Choice of a Friend is to be 
^ juftiiicd, one cannot acJl with too much Prudence in any Sta-i 
*^ tion, bdidcs the Regard, to be hac^ to one's owa Reputation. . 

C Pljnius Fabato fiio S; — ^ {Lib. j: Eftfl. 11.) • 

Mir A R IS quod \\ttvc^% lihertuf meus hartdrPariof agr^sr^-^ 
qms egB jaftr am pro/crib i^ ncn exfeSiatd auBlone fro tneo quin^ 
cfmce ex fej^tlngentis millibus^ Corellijc addixera. ' Adjlcis fo£e, 
e^s nongentis millibus ^anirei ac tant(^ magis qiMris^ an quod 
gtfferit ratum fervem. - Ego vero fervo ; quwus ex caujis aceife j 
cufio enim^ tibi frobatum ^ cohieredibus meis excufatum ejfe^ 
qmdme ab illis^ m^re officio Jubente^ feeerno. Corclliam cum 
Jftwima reverenttd diligo^ prtmum .ut fororem Corellii Rtifi, eu- 
jus mibi memorta facrofanCta efty deinde ut m^ri mea.famiUa^ 
rijjimam. Sunt mihi ($ cum marito ejus, Minutio Fufco, ^- 
timo viro, Vetera jura\ fuirunt ^ cum J^/io maxima i adeo 
^idem uP^ratoreme ludismeis frafederit. Hac quumfroxime 
ifiic fui, indicavit mihif, cu^ere fe aliquid circa Larium noftf^m 
pyjffidere ; ego illi ex frddtis meis quod vellet^ ^ quanti vetlet^ 
o^uli^ exceftis fatemis maternijfque \ his enim eedere ne Co- 
relliae quidem pojfum. Igitur quum obventffet mihi hareditas in 
quafraii^, ijtny Jcripjfy ei venalia futur/z. Has Efijiolas Her- 
mes. 
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incs tulit^ exigentique ut fiatim fortionem meam J!bi addicepet^ 
faruit ; vides quam ratum habere debeam quod libertus mens 
meis moribus gejjlt ? Suferejt ut coharedes aquo animo ferant^ 
fefarattm me vendidijfe quod mihi licuit omnino vendert. Nee 
'vero coguntur imitari meum exemflum\ non enim Hits eadem 
cum Corellii jura funt. Tojfunt ergo intueri utilitatem Juam^ 
j^ro qua mihi fuit amicitia. VaU. 

P t^I N Y to F A B A T U S. 

•* You fccm to wonder that Hermes my Agent ihould have 

*' fold «y Share in the Eftate which was lately left us, for much 

* ' left than it was worth to the Lady Cor^llia, and you fay that I 

•* might have had at leaft xoo,coo Sejierces more, (about 1000 ^ 

'' more,) and for this Reafon you ask me if I intend to ratify 

*' what my Agent has done: In anfwcr to this I muft tell you, 

'' that I do entirely agree to what he has aded in that Anair, 

** and you (hall hear my Reafons; for I defire your A[^robation, 

* ' and to be thoroughly juftify'd to thofe who are Co-heirs with 

'' me, that they may fee I have differed from them in my Pro- 

*' ceedings, for Reafons not to be difputed: In the firft place. I 

•* have the greatcft Efteem and Relpe^ to CorelUa upon feverai 

** Accounts; I honour her, as the Sifter of CoreUius RufuSy 

*' whofe Memory is ever dear to me ; then ihe lives^in the great- 

** eft Intimacy with my Mother; and myFriendfliip with her 

*' Husband Minutius Fufcusy a Man of true Worth and Probity, 

'' is as ancient as it is conftant ; nor is my Affection lefs for her 

'' Son, and as a Pxoof of this, I defir'd him to prefide at 

*' thofe Games which I gave the People when I was Tr^tar. 

** Such are the Motives of my regard for Corellia^ who when I 

^' was laft at her Houfe, chanced to fay, ihe ihould be glad to 

'' have ibme little Seat in our Part of the World; upon this I 

** immediately defir'd ihe would chufe any Part of my Eftate, 

*' except that which was diredly my Paternal or Maternal Eftate; 

'' and when ihe had chofen, I would let^her have it at what Price 

'' ihe pleafed: for as for thofe which were left me by either of 

'' my Parents, I cannot pare with them, not even to Corellia. 

'' In the mean time I came to this Inheritance, and I immediate* 
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'* ly fcDt her word flic fliould have it. Thus you fee I am bound 
^ cq ratify by Inclination, what Hermes has done conformably 
♦• to my Intentions. I hope thofe who are Sharers with me in 
•* the Eftate, will not be offended that I have fold feparately 
•* what I had indeed a Right to di/pofe of ; what I have done is 
*• no Law for them, they have not thole Obligations to lofc any 
** thing of what they can get from this Lady : They may have 
** a View in their Shares to Profit, to which I have (with Rea- 
*^ fon) preferred Friendlhip. 

. I SHALL fubjoin his Letter to the Lady, to whom the for* 
met relates. 

C. PLfNius CoRBLtiifi fuae Salutem. 

T u quidem honeftiJJim&^ quod tarn tmpenfe^ SJ rogas GJ exi^i^^ 
lit acclpi jubeam a ve pretium agrorum non ex feftigentts mtllt- 
bus quanti illos a liberto meo^ fed ex nongentis^ quanti a fubli- 
canis fart em vicejimam emifti. Invicem ego SJ rogo SJ exi^o, 
lit non Jblum quid te, verum etiam quid me deceat^ afficias^ 
j^atiarifque me in hoc uno tibi eodem animo repugnare^ quo in 
omnibus obfequi fileo. Vale. 

The chief Contents of this Letter are thefe : 

Pliny to Corellia. 

^* Your Generofity of Sentiments, in defiring me with the 
•" grcateft Earneftnefs to take the full Price of the Eftate which 
•* my Agent fold you, is fuch as juftly claims my Praife ; but at 
** the falne time I muft beg you would pleafe to confider the 
*'*Part that it becomes me to a<a in this Affair, as well as what 
•^ is fitting for you. Permit me therefore in this Matter to dif- 
•* obey you, from the fame Motives which have hitherto al- 
•* ways made me follow your Commands in every thing. 

I HOPE the Reader will not blame me for inferring the Let- 
ters of thefe illultrious Romans^ but rather applaud me Sot it; 

for 
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for fiire^ttothing caff fct Friendflilp in a better 6r more ^tcahlc 

f Light than we find it in them; I>^des that they are written .with 
all the Delicacy imaginable. 

Nothing can ^e greater than the many generous Adions of 

' this5P/i^, and yet he was not rich; ftw: tho' he w*as in triy 
great GfficcS*under Trujan^ (who came to theEmjpire whenP//;>y 
was already well known for his Virtue,) yet he was of too great 
ttnd noble a Spirit to enrich himfelf by heaping up immockrate 
Wealth. It may therefore' be fomewhat (urprifing that he fhouid 

' be able to^be fo munificent, that his Fortunes ihould fuffice for fb 
much Generofity ; but he feimfelf fbhes this difficulty in a Lifit- 
ter to a Lady of his Acquaintance, which I fhall b^ Leave to 
infert here, and with that Ihall conclude what I have tb fay df 

'him. 

C. PlINIVS CALVINiC fo» S. 

S 1 pluribus j^ater tuus^ vel nnicuilibtt alii plus quOfh mihi 

dtbnijfet^ fuijfet fortaffe duhitandum an adires hareditatem etkam 

viro gravem : ^^uum vero ego adiuElus affinitatis officio dimij^ 

Jis omnibus fui non dico moleftioresy fed diligent iores erant^ cre^ 

ditor folus txliterim : ^umque vivente eo nubenti tibi in do^ 

tern centum millia contulerim, fr^ter eOm Jummam quam fater 

tuus quafi de meo dixit (erat enim folvenda de meo) magnum 

babes facilitatis n^a pignus : Cu/us fiducia debes famam de- 

fun£fi pudoremque fufcipere : Ad quod ne te verbis magis quam 

rebus horter^ quicquid mibi pater tuns debuit^ accept um tibi ferre 

jubeo. Nee eft quod verearis ne Jit mihi ifta onerofti donatio. 

Sunt quidem omnino nobis piodicm facultates^ di^nitas fumptuofa^ 

reditus, propter condittonem agellorum^ neft:io mtnor an incertior ; 

Sed quod ceffat ex reditu frugalitate fuppletur : Ex qua velut 

ex fonte liberalitas noftra decurrit. ^a tamen it a temperanda 

eft^ nt nhnid profufione inareftat : Sea temperanda eft in aliis j 

^n te vero facile ratio conftabity etiamfi modus excejferit. Vak\ 

Pliny to Calvina. — {Lib.%, Epift. j^.) 

•* M A D your Father left any Creditors, or even otw, to whom he 
'' owed more than to me, you might then have fome reafon to he* 

** fiutc 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. ¥• 0/Friendship. aor^ 

*^ fitate about offering yourfcif for his Heirefs ; an AfFair which 

" would be troublelome to a Man, much more to a Woman : 

^^ But as all the reft, more vigilant, not to fay more troublcfome 

*^ than mylelf, have taken Care to be paid, and I alone remain, 

" and have fb far refpecSted the Relation which is between U5, 

" as not to moleft you; and as even during your Father's Life 

^* I contributed 100,000 Sejferces to your Fortune upon your 

" Marriage (about 500 /,) befidcs what he engaged to pay in my 

" Name, (for I was indeed to pay it :) I fay, as the Cafe is thus, you 

^^ niay be well afTured of my acquiefcing to whatever you pleafe ; 

*^ and for this Reafon, not to difgrace your Father's Memory, 

^* you may confidently take upon you this Inheritance. And fliil 

" farther, to fhew you that I do not confine my Exhortation to 

" Words alone, I hereby folemnly give you up whatever Preten- 

*' fions I have to what your Father has left, as for any thing he 

^ owed me. Be not apprehenfive that fuch a Donation as this 

*' may prove, inconvenient to me ; I have, 'tis true, but fmall 

" Fortunes, and my Rank in Life is expenfive, and my Income 

" (by the Nature of my Eftate) is as uncertain as it is fmall : But 

" but what is wanting in this, '^ given me by Frugality ; it is 

" irom this Source that my Liberality is fupplied. It muft in- 

" deed, be managed with Prudence, or elfe the Spring will foon 

^ run dry: But this Caution muft be ufed towards others, and 

" not. in any thing which concerns you. However liberal I am 

*' to fuch a Friend as you arc, I am fiire Prudence and Reafon will 

•^' always juftify fuch Generofity." 

If all the Letters which I have laid before the judicious Rea- 
der, delight him as much as they do me. He will not think 
there is too much of them. We may indeed obferve in them a 
juft Regard to the chief Duties in Life j which fhews in all Re- 
ipedls the excellent Difpofition of this worthy Roman, and that 
he was highly defervii^ of the great Favour and AfTcdion which 
he always met with from Trajan, one of the moft difcerning 
Princes who governed ^the Roman Empire, and who always treat- 
ed 5P//Vy with Angular Tenderncfs and Friendfhip, as appears by 
tbc Letters which pafTed between them. 

Dd. Xhu^ 
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Thus wc may obferve how tender the Ancients were in their 
Sentiments of Friendlhip, by all the Inftances I have produced ; 
they were fo regular and punCiual to its Laws, that they made it 
a,ftri(a Duty of Life. But they had ftill another Species, which 
I fhall lightly touch upon-; and that is, That Friendlhip which is 
produced by Holpitality. 

I T is well known, how exceeding ftrid they were in preftrving 
all the Laws of Holpitality ; it was a Duty efteem'd facred, never to 
violated ;* This was what always began it ; either being entertain- 
ed at a Stranger's Houfe, when they were from their own Coun- 
try, or entertaining Strangers at their own Houfes. And this Ac-- 
quaintance once made, was conftantly continued as often as 
each Party went to each other's Countries ; and it lafted from 
Father to Son, till fome Crime or ill Ufage on either Side difTol* 
Ted the Tye : This created a mutual Friend/hip between the Fa- 
milies, who were always boimd by the Laws of Hofpitaliry and 
Friendlhip to do each other all poflible Services in their refpeiStivc 
Countries. 

W E fee in Homer, Glaucus and T>iomedes lay down their Arms 
in the Heat of Battle, out of a pious Regard to the Alliance of 
Holpitality which had been entered into by their Progenitors* 
Neither was this contracted only by private and fingle Men, but 
by thele with whole Families and Cities. Thus MegiUus in ^lat9 
(Lib. I. de Legib,) affirmed himfelf to be allied by Holpitality to 
Athens. Nicias the Athenian, is faid by Tlutarch in his Life, 
to be allied by Holpitality to the Lacedemonians. Cimon, (whom 
I have mentioned in this Work) by Means of his Alliance by 
Hofpitality with Sparta, became inftrumeptal in eftablifliing a 
Peace between that City and Athens. 

And for Marks of this Sort of Friend/hip between Families 
and between Cities, they ufed to exchange Gifts to keep as Me- 
morials ; and both in Greece and at Rome they fbmetimcs ufed to 
break a Sort of a Dye (called Teffera) in two, part of which the 
Gueft carried away, the other remained wirh the Entertainer ; it 
it was called Tefera Hojpitalisx A Paffage in Tlautus fcrves to 
^ confirm what I have faid : It is in ^cT^ennl. Aet 5", S^^ene x. 

* SceYQ\X.^i"%AuUquit. ofGtixCA. 

Ag. 
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Ag. Siqnidem Antidamarchi qu£ris adoftatium. 
Ego fum ij^fius^ qu$m tu quitris. Poc. Hem ! 
^id Ego audio ? Ag. Antidamae 
Gnatum me ejfe. Poe. Si ita efl, Tefleram 
• Conferre fi vis hofpitalem, Eccam^ Attuli:. 
Ag. Agedum hucoftende: eft far 
¥robe : nam habeo domum. 
Poc. O Mi hojpes^ falve multum : 
Nammihi tuns Tat er, Taten tuus ergo 
Hofpes Antidamas^/^ ; 
Hac mihi hojpitalis Tcflera cum illo fuit. 

• In fhort, this excellent Ufage eftabliflied Friendfliip by Cuftbm 
between People of the remoteft Nations ; for the Greeks and Ro^ 
mans had Ty^s of Friendfliip by their Alliance of Hofpitality, 
with moft Parts wherever they went, as well as with the dirfe- 
rent People of Greece and Italy : And we may find by TLutarch's 
Lives^ that fuch as violated thefe Bands, were looked upon as 
wicked and abominable both amongft Greeks and Romans ; and 
in ^Cicero's Letters, we fee he recommends fcveral Perfons and a 
promotes their Intereft from this Motive.f- 

In fine, all the :|^ Works of the Ancients are full of the ftrong 
Regard they paid to Friendfliip in all Shapes, and in all its De- 
grees. How elegantly does Horace exprefs his Tendernefs for 

his^ 

* As for Indance, in bis Letter to Sulpitius Governor of -^r&a/j, wherein he recom- 
mends Lyfo to his Favour, he feys — Cum Lyfone Patrenfi eflmihiquidem Hofpttiuffi vetus, . 
quam ego Neceffitudinem fan5ie cokndam pui^ — Epift. 19, Lib. 13. ad familiar ts. And 
tbey held this Species of Friendfliip in fo much Veneration, and made it fo facred, that 
one of the Tftles of their Sovereign of the Gods was Jupiter Hojpitalis. — Even War be- 
tween their re(peftive Nations did not diflblve it : And the moft injurious Thing that . 
could be faid to a Man was, to call him a Violator of the Laws of Hofpitality. r— Thus 
HoracBy fpeakihg of one guilty of fomc great Crime, fays 
.^-^ .-,— ^..^^^..^ i*^ periitralja 
Sparjiffi no^urm Cruore - 

Ho/pkiSj 

f Sec Phaarchy Liv, Thucyd, Dmi. Ha^earny Sic. and aWb Pottery Kemety &c. 
tyif^gil^ in that charming Epiibde of Ni/us 2ind EuryaJuSy hasexprcfs'd his fublime No- 
tions of Friendfliip in the moft beautiful Manner, and by that Part of his* Poem lets us 
fisc how &r the Notions of Friendfliip in his Time were fuperior to our Ideas of that Af- 

Dd.z- fedlioa. 
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liis Friend Virgil, (and no mean Jealoufy could prevent him froa 
contributing to his lliaring the Favour of Augnjius^^) 

Sic te T>iva fotens Cypri, 

Sic fratres Helenas, lucida fidera^ 

Ventorumque regat TPater^ ' . ■ 

Obftridfij^ aliis prater Japyga, 

NaviSy qua tibi creditum 

^ebes Virgilium, finibus Attids 

Reddas incolumemy ^recor^ 

Et ferves Animas dimidium me». 

** So may th' aufpicious Queen of Love, 
*' And the Twin Stars (the Seed of Jove.) 
** And He who rules the raging Wind, 
^' To thee, O facred Ship, be kind, 
^* And gentle Breezes fill thy Sails^ 
^* Supplying foft Elyjian Gales ; 
•* As thou to whom the Mufe commends 
^' The bed of Poets and of Friends, 

feftion at prefcnt : When Nijus mifles his Friend in the Obfcurity of the Night, he rum 
hack into all the Dangers, and finds him furrounded bv his Foes ; and when one of the. 
Enemy is £oing to difpatch Euryaha^ how does Nijiis {hew his Tcndernefe i 

— — — — — Tunc vero Exterritus^ anuns 
Conclamat Nifus : mc fe celare tenebris 
Amplim^ out tantum potuit perferre dolor em ; 
ifcfe, me : adfum qui feci^ in me convertite ferrumy 
O Rutuli, mea fraus cmnis : nihil ijle^ nee oufia^ 
Nee potuit : Ccelum hoe et eonfeiajidera tejior j 
Tantum irfelicem nimium dilexit Amicum f 

And after glorious Feats of Arms, and after havii^ killed the C>.mmander of the Party 
which had furrounded them, Nifus expires on the Body of his Friend. 

Tum fitper exanimem fife prcjeeit Jhnicum 
CorfoffuSy placiddque ibi demum morte quievit. 
Firtunati Ambo ! Si quid mea Carmina pojpmtj 
Nulla Dies unquam memori vos eximet avo : 
Dum Domus iEneae Capitoli immobile faxum 
Aecolety imperiumque Pater Romanus habebit. 

'• Doft 
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•* Doft thy committed Pledge rcftore, . 

** And land him lafely on the Shore, 

** And favc the better Part of me, 

*' From perifliing with him at Sea. Miff. TranJlaf.ofHot. 

What Tranfports of Jov does he fccm to feel upon the Return of 
iis Friend in another Ode! — ^ 



Nbn ego fanlus 



Bacchabor Edonis : Recepto 

^ulce mihi fur ere efi Amico ! -* 

Thus wc have with ^ much Care, and at the fame time as 
much Brevity as pofliblc, run through the whole ConduA of the 
Ancients in the Matter now under Confideration. Now if the 
Reader will confiilt ail the Hiftories of Chriftian Nations, C^s I 
have laid in relation to other Virtues, arid inuft repeat) for many 
Ages paft, and reflect upon what his own Experience furnifhes 
him with in this prefent Time, he will be convinced, that this 
noble Affection has been almoft quite loft ever fmce the Times of 
Primitive Chriftianity : So far from arriving at the (ublim« Height 
^f the firft D^rec I have mentioned of Friendfliip at the begin- 
ning of this Chapter, the laft is fcarce known, or hardly ever 
pra^ifed ; for Mankind is now lb falfely Selfilh, (I fay falfely, for 
in cflcift Friendlhip is as it were multiplying our own Satisfadions) 
that none will go any Lengths to ferve thole for whom they pro- 
fels Good-will^ and fo far from parting with any of their For- 
tunes to alleviate the Diftreflcs or Difficulties of thofe they call 
Friends, none will deprive themfelves of the leaft Convenien- 
cies, none will put themlclves to the leaft Trouble, or forego any 
of the grofs Satisfadions of Senfe, to do thofe whom they de* 
coratc with the Name of Friends the leaft Service. 

Nothing is a greater Proof of the Excellency of Friendfliip, 
than that in fuch a general Degeneracy, all Men fliould be deli- 
Tous of having Friends, and every one pretends to be in great 
Cordiality with a Sett of chofen Acquaintance ; that is, in inort, 
every one is forced by the Nature of Society to feign an Affec- 
tion, which, when put to the Teft, proves to have none of the 
Qualities which arc neccflary to conftitute true Friendfliip : — 

*« Friend^ 
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Friendjhip ! — i— a Band more facred 

Than Nature's brittle Tye / — 

r — -— — Know the Joyf of Friendflnf^ 

The Truft^ Security^ and mutual Tendemefs^ 

The double Joys, where each is ^ladfor both ; 

Friendjhip! the Wealth, the la^ Retreat ojtd Strength, 

Secure againji ill Fortune^ and the World! R o w b. 

It is not to be expei^ed that in fo general a Corruption of Mo- 
rals, fuch Siiblimity of that Affe<aion (hould be known here even in 
Idea, much lefs in Pra<flice ; but methinks Men Ihould for their 
own Sakes indulge a mutual Confidence and AflHlance, and go 
upon tke Maxim that Sincerity in Friendftiip (like all other Vir- 
tues,) is beft for them even in this World; but io for from this,, 
nothing but Malice, Envy, Detradifion, Indifference, and even> 
Hatred, are to be difcover'd, veil'd over with the facred Name of 
Friendihip. And Men not contented with merely bearing private- 
ly a Falfenels of Heart towards thofe whom they pretend to have* 
a particular Regard for, often attack them in the neareft and ten- 
dereft Part, and to fatisfy brutal and unworthy Paflions, do fiicb 
Injuries as are not to be made Amends for. How often have we 
heard (and do ftill frequently) of Perfons who are thrown mto 
the deepeft Grief for the Corruption of a Wife or Daughter, by 
the Villany of a pretended Friend ! There may be fome truly 
noble and generous Spirits, who a<5t up to that Religion they 
profeft ; but their Number then is very fmall, and makes nothing 
againft my general AfTertion. In fine, we are funk fo low in 
this, as well as all other Virtues, that, in (pite of all the Advan- 
tages we have over the Heathens, we are beneath any Compari- 
fon with them. 

And yet let us but oblcrve what Incitements we have to this 
excellent Difpofition, and how little they could be influenced by 
any thing but Cuftom and Education, or by their own natural: 
Tempers ; for upon the ftri(9:eft Examination, I cannot find any 
thing in their Religion that could have a general Influence, nor 
any fixed Syftem olf Morals amongfV them which could efVablifli 
Friendfliip in all its Degrees, fo as to make it a general Virtue. 
The Laws of Holpitality I have mentioned, were of Service in 

one 
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one of the Degrees, bm; nor in the fubh'meft or that of the lecond 
Rank. But we are blefs'd with a Reh'gion, which inculcates 
Friendftiip and Benevolence in the flrongeft manner ; its very EC- 
fence is founded in Good-will and Love to Mankind; and from 
thence Friendftiip arifes in its greateft Splendor : For as Chriflia^ 
nity teaches us to love one another, .by the Confidcration, of that' 
Love which our bleflfed Saviour had for us all, it fliouldmcthinks 
make us refledl, upon that AffeiSlion and Good-will which, as be- 
ing of the fame Species, from the fame Origin, naturally ought 
to dwell in us one towards another. And we arc to obferve that 
as none are capable of Friendftiip in. its true Sublimity, but thofc 
whofc Souls are as it were elevated above the common Rank of Men> 
there is nothing, one would think, more likely to caufe this Exal- 
tation of Mind, nothing of more Force towards refining theSoul^ 
than a fteady Faith in Cnrifl:, a thorough Belief of our holy Re- 
ligion : I muft confefs that I cannot, conceive any thing more ef- 
ficacious to this Purpofe, than the glorious Pro^e(3:s a Chrifl:ian 
has in View ; befides. That Dominion over our Paflions which a due 
Obedience to our Religion gives us, certainly fits us better for the 
Duties of the ftrideft Friendftiip, than all the Incentives of Pride 
and Vain glory could the Heathens. And ftill farther. 

If we confider the Precepts of the holy.Gofpcl, where allVir* 
tues are taught us in the cleared Manner, we Ihall fee Friendftiip 
will naturally arife from fuch a Conformity of Goodnefs ; for 
were Men to adi up in other Rcfped:s to the Precepts of our ho- 
ly Religion, brotherly Love and cordial AfTediori for each other 
would be the natural Confcquence of fuch general jGoodnefs ; and 
then, as notwithftanding an univerfal Refemblance of Difpofition, 
where all follow the lame Didates of Virtue, there would be ftifl 
fbmc Tempers which fympathize more than others, from thence 
would be formed that Sublimity of Friendftiip in much nobler 
Perfcdion.than with the Heathens ; for what a glorious Addition 
it is for Friends to refle<fl, that after a Courfe of Piety and Good- 
nefs here, they ftiall -together mofl: certainly enjoy a happy Im*- 
mortality. This would be the Confequence of a^ing up to our 
Religion ; but as we are degenerated in all other Points, it is deaf 
that it is no Wonder we fail in this. 

CHAK 
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Chap. VL 

Of the Regard /o R e l i g i o n^ and to thefe^ 
veral Duties and Relations of Life, and te 
fome other Parts of Morality (not menti- 
oned in the former Chapters) vihich is te 
be found amongst the hncitnts^ 

IT has been already obfervcd at the End of the firft Chapter, 
that all Nations which, we read of, however different in all o- 
.T Rclpeds, hAve joined in one univerfalOpipion, that there is a 
fupreme Caufe of Creation, which luperintenas and governs human 
Affairs, and. has the ablblute Rule over Mankind, as well as over 
every thing clfe which compofes that Frame, that Affbmblage of 
Matter which we call the World. But the Ideas of this fupreme 
Being, have been varied almoft to an infinite Degree .♦* Accordfng, 
as the various Paflions of Mankind, or their feveral Geniuses have 
fwayed them in different Parts of the World, fo have they let 
up fiich a Spcdies of Deities, and worfhiped them in fuch a Manr 
ner as beft fuited with, their own Notions of Things. 

It is a Subje(9: one would. think of the greateft Humiliation, 
to refle(9: upoq the monftrou? Ab/urdities to which the Mind of; 

♦ Several Authoij of Note have imagin'd that the various Fbrms and Notions of Re- 
ligion which weteamongft the Heathens, arofe from different Traditions of* the true 
Religion altered and corrupted by thjc fcattering of the Defccndante of Noah over tte 
Face of the Earth after the Confufion of Tongues at Bakeli ai\d they think moreover, , 
that they can fee in many Religjous Inftitutions of the Ancients feveral. Traces of the 
original Purity ; — but as this is not fo clear to every one^ at leaft as it is certain that it 
was fo altered by its Corruption as to be quite a difltrent Thing, .and as this Corruption 
was owing to Mens vain Fancies and extravagant Ideas, my Syftcm ftill is good and a- 
grcaWe to Hiftory as well as to Reafon. 

Maai 
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Man is Aibjedwhen ignorant of what can alone be its true and cer« 
tain Guide, or when it deviates tn any degree from it. Thus, were it 
not attefted by the bcft Authors of Antiquity, we ftioxM hardly be 
brought to believe, that in Egyft^ where Arts and Learning firft 
were in Perfcdion, and from whence the Greeks chiefly acquired 
what they knew ; I fay, it wouid be fcarce credible, that fuch ii 
People Ihould worfliip, with the greateft Devotion, Monkey^, 
CrocodHes, nay even the Onions and Leeks of their own Gar- 
dens, which the Roman Satyrift with his ufaai Sharpnefs juftly 
reproaches them with : The Lines have been often quoted, but 
they have to much Spirit in them, that I believe the Reader will; 
nor diflike to find them here. 

^is nefcit^ Volufi Bithynice, ^alia demens^ 
Egyptus fortenta colat ? Croco^lon adorat 
Tarsh£C\ Hla favet Jaturam fiffentibus Ihhn. 
Effigies facri nitet aurea Cercapitheci,\ 
^imidio ma^£ refinant ubi Memnone Corda^ 
jit que Vetus Ththc centum j ace t obruta fortis. 
lllic Carjileos^ hie fijbem fiuminis^ illic 
Ofpida tota Canem venerantur^ Nemo Dianam; 
Torrum ® Gepe nefas violare^ acfratigere morjui . 
O fahBas gentes quibus h£C -nafiuntur in hortis 
Numiua ! ^^---^ Juven;. 

« 

In Ihort, then: Veneration for thefe vile Animals w«nt beyond iSjd^ 
Tcription ; and the Expences of the Funerals of their God Apis^ 
which was no other than an Ox, was made to amount to iifi* 
menfe Sun^s : And ♦none of the ingenious Turns given by (bpfls 
Moderns to this B^ligion of theirs, that I have yet fcfen, can e)&- 
cufe them. 

And if the many Accounts we have from Travellers bto tn», 
there are ftill Nations of Idolaters who are guilty of as great At^- 

^ Some Acithon (as Pbaanh for Infhfice) have «Adeavoiired to palluUe fbb. AUiiN 
fijiyof thei^0i]Maatf, hy toying, that thefe Animah were worfl a poed asSjmbokof the 
D^ ; about which the Reader may confult the Jbbe Baniir's Dilcouife on that Subjed 
in the 3d Vol of the Meoioirs of the Academy of BeUes Lettm. But the beft Authors 
lO geoaul agree, that this Eocpknation is doing HtntBEgitkms too much Honour. 

£ e^ iordities ; ; 
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iordities ; of which Mr. Ticart has given a good Colledion inhi^ 
-Volumes of the Religious Ceremonies of aU Nations. But thea 
there is this Difference, that at the Time that the Egyftidni 
were thus immers'd in fuch Errors, unworthy of Human Crea^ 
cures, they were juftly r-enowned for Learning and ScicDce; 
their Country was adorned with the nobleft Produ<^ions of Ar- 
chite(^re that can be im^n'd ^ fuch Buildings as (till ftrike us 
with Amazement to read oi; inch publick Works of all Kinds, as 
ihew'd the great Capacity of that People 2 Whereas now thofe I- 
4]olaters I weak of, ar^ in a barbarous and ignorant Part of the 
World, and have not had the Advantage of being civilized aad 
taught to know and ad up to the Dignity of Human Nature. 

It muft be confefs'd indeed, that a large Part of Europe, and 
^particularly a neighbouring Nation, famous for Learning and 
Arts in the higheit D^ec, is ftiU given up to monftrous Abfar-. 
dities in Religion $ fmo the more inexcolably, as they have the 
Socurce and Fountain of what is really good, which yet they per- 
«vert, and turn to worldly and wicked Purpofes. 

It is difficcdt to account for this odd Perverlentis in Mankind, 
:^^as to what relates to the Heathens : If we were to examine it in 
a Religious Light, we fhould fay, that the Almighty Creator of 
the Univeifc thought fit to let us know, that human Reaibn, on- 
affifted by him, was too weak to penetrate by its owir Force into 
the proper Knowledge of the Deity ; and that he defigned to 
make this particularly remarkable in a Petople, who prided them- 
ieives fo much ia the Sublimity of their Underflandtm| as tbe 
Egyptians did, and indeed in general all the Heathens. But if we 
woud account in fome Mealnre natturally fo^r the Tagan Idola- 
'try, wtihali find, it bad its Source in the Pride andPrefiin^ 
tton of Mao ; for as the fimreme Being is in his very Eflence iq* 
vifible and incomprehenfiblc to mere natural Man, lb the Idea 
MiM there is fiich a Being, (which Idea is in all Nations,) natu- 
rally prompted Mankind to enquire what that Being was, and the 
Manner and Method of its a^ing and dealing with Men, its At^ 
•ti'ibutes and Nature, were carefmly fearched into. But as this 
^as not ^ poifible to be found out or known, fince God can be 

con» 

* Tliene 16 nothing which ought to nuke more eyident and plain the NeceiEnr and 
"SxccUencrof Revelation, than to reflea, tb^tthe wifeft Heads of Greea, the Chie6 of 

tb«r 
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conceived no more than as he is pteafed to reveal himfelf ; each 
People, after a fhutlefs DiiqaiHtion, fix'd upon what was mod ien* 
£bleto their Underftanding* and as one may iay, under their Eyes, 
and pitch'd upon thofe Tilings as Deities, or participating of the 
Divine E/Ience, which were by Nature, by Cuftom and Educa^ 
tion, or other concurrent Circnmftances, neareft to them, and the 
Matter of their * Love or Fear : for tbefe two Pa/fions bore the 
gretteft Sway in their Choice of their Deities ; fince to exped Good, 
or to fear Evil from a fopreme Being, was the moft natural Con- 
sequence of the Reaibning Faculty in the Mind of mere natural 
hhn. 

An D as the SenJes were in a. great Meaiure their Dired:o'rs in 
this Afiair, they were to be flattered and entertained ; and this was 
ckme by the Adoration of thofe Deities which they had choien 
ondcr a vifible Form, fiich a one as beft fuited with the Notions 
they had conceived This ieems to be the Origin of Idolatry 
in general. As to our Modern Enropean Idolatry, Artifice and 
Ct& was the Source of that ; and it it ihall be ipoken to in ano* 
dier Place, f 

What I have £ud of the Egyptians may iervesfor the Greeks 
and Romans with fome Alterations ; for thefe cwo^Nations wer$ 
not (b mean and low in the Objedis of their Worihip* they did not 

their moAfiunout Schools, put their Biains to the Torture for above four Ages, to come 
to^ fixed and certain Idea of the Divine Nature, and all to no Pmtpofe ; and what Ab* 
fiirdities flowed from thence is clear from wbit Ciaro bys in Divinat* fed nefm qu$ m$d9 
inlnl tarn (iforde dia poteft fiod tm Acatur ci oBf^ and what is ffiU more 

mortifying to mere human Reafon, tbo* Ciaro in his Treadfe ir Natura Dimtm, (hews 
the F^iTitjr^f the Epicurianmd Strict Syftems, (and indeed of all others) yet he is not ahle . 
to eflablidi aiw Symm of his own in their room, with an? Certainty or Air of Pfoba- 
biKty ; thus La^antim dilra Dri fays of him, Tullius hrthdin4ititraDnnimLibro diffii^ 
vifpitMkas lUHgimn ; ^ taminviram ftmm tgfiorabat^ tm iffit m6aUusmd^iamp9hdt indu* 
an: aaa^ iffi teflatm ^JaUum qidditnafpartr^ uriiatimUamn Istere. And theni^n, he 
&p in another Work otCuero^ Cum mm^ipi/cit Di^ai^him qud Deorum Niaturam 
uileretdequd Phibfiphi garriibant^ omnm DrwdtaUm ipwrantia vmputavit iffi Ultmdsm. 
Jtofui Dmpohdt tolUre quUjm grant. 

* To theie two Paffions were owing the Deification of thofe Heroes who had been 
iifefiil to the World, or thofe Emperors and other Tyrants whofe Power was made ufe 
of to opprefi and deftroy Mankind ; — and for thofe Reafons they fiicrificed to Fear, 
and even to Difeaies, asFevcn, ffee Gbnr J and to many mfornali)eitieswba woe c^ 
€mred under Ideas of Terror, 
t Sec Chapter j. 

Zt % pitch 
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.pitch tipon (uch abjcd: and defpicable Creatures for Adoration : 
iout then their Notions of the Deity were little better; for, as is 
faid of Homer, Humana ad Ueos tranfiulit^ they gave alt their 
PaHions to their DeirieSt or, to fpeak more properly, they wor- 
shipped their ownPaffions under the Titles of difTerenc Gods and 
Goddefles 

I MUST confcfs, that there is nothing in all Antiquity xhaA 
{o much iurprifes me as what I am now Ipeaking of ; That Na- 
tions of the moft confommate Wiidom and even Delicacy of 
Underflanding, ihould form fuch Notions, and fuch Ideas of the 
Divine Nature, as were not only abfurd, but even of bad Conlt- 
quence to their Morals, when we find, that in almoft every thing 
elie, they aded and thought up to the Dignity of their Natace. 

But fince (uch Sentiments of Religion (however fisiulty,) were 
fixed and efts^liihed amongft each People, and that by Education 
they were taught to conceive a Refped for the Deity under thoiie 
Ideas ; it follows, that to be pioQS, thty muft adfc up to thofe 
Notions, that is, that if they did not believe in the Divinity:, 
and worihip it according to thofe Ideas, they mud be forced to 
adore and believe Nothing ; which is, in fliort, to be impious and 
deny a fupreme Being : For we are conHder, that if any Nation 
liad turnM itfelf to b^ Light from any other, or any private Man 
had fought for a better Syftem, it could have been found no where 
(with Certainty) as all were in the fame Darknefs and thick Obfca* 
rity, except the choien People of God, and they could not influedice 
many, iince by their Law they had little or no Communicatioii 
with other People. 

f ROM all this it is clear, that thofe who believed ibd aiS^ed 
lip CO the Religion of their Country, were to be thought pious^ 
and were therefore to be praifed ; and upon this Foundation thac 
liowevcr wrong and miftaken their Notions were, yet the fa- 
preme Being was their Objed, tfao' disfigured and di%uifed by tlie 
wretched Attributes they conceived it under. And fince whole 
Nations by Conlcnt, forn^'d and eftablifliM fuch a Bdief of the 
Divinity^ it is not to be fiippofed that any particular Men, who 
flMmId be bleHed with %>eciQr Genius's, ihould alter and reform 
a whole People, whea they had no other Fonndation to go^ m<m 

tnaa 
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tb«x die Force of their own Rcafon : Thus '^ Socrates, and fome 
few more, who by the Light of their own excellent Underftand- 
ings had conceived Notions of the liipreme Being more worthy of 
the Author of Naturei, yet conformed to the eftabliftied Religion^ 
tho' chey.fofier'd as being accoled of venting Ideas injurious ta 
it ; and the ^tbeMMMs, out of Piety and thiaking to pleafe the 
Deity, look'd upon thefe Perfons as impioos Monfters : There- * 
fore, where a People have once ai^ efubiiib'd Religion^ unlefs 
they conieot pubUckly to alter ic, upon undoubted and warranta- 
bU Motives^ liich, in fine, as- appear fufficient to a Majority of 
the Nation,? and which will bear tbeTeft of Reafbn, a Man is to 
be prais'd for adbereing to the Religion of his FatherSt fmce if 
he did not, it is moil probable be would have a worfe» or none 
at all. t. 

But this Maxim holds much truer with the Heathens, than it 
does at prefcnt ; becaufe then, as I have (kid before, all Nations 
were iimk into Idolatry and llrange Notions of the Deity, iictle 
better the one than the other; Wliereas with us ic may happen^ 
(and does fo in Popifh Countries frequently ) that a Man may 
lee hi^ whole Nation ia an Error, and quit it himielf, tho* it is 
not poflible to bring his Countrymen (in a collcifjtivc Body) into 
the right Way of Thinking ; in fuch a Cafe a Man is iatbe right 
for Itavifig aci ancient Error^ when he is fure it is fo ; as a Mmjo^ 
metan would.be to turn ChriJiiaH, or as the whole Heathen World 
was in embracing by d^ees the Dodrines of our holy Religion ; 
but this was not the Cale of the Times I treat of, they knew no 
better, nor 4udeed without Revelation, could (with any Certainty) 
know better. 

Itherefore propofe in this Chapter to obferve to the Rca^ 
^cxy how much both Greeks and Romans and other Nations were 
^attachM to the Religion eftablifliM amongft them ; and however 
litde that co&ld influence their Moriais^ yet when we ihall find 

♦ As a Proof that Socraiei zihtf A to the EftaWifh^d Religion, we arc to remembet 
thoLt his hft Defirc, his laft Injunflion to one of his Friends, was, to remember to offer 
lip a Cock to EfaJa^. Sec P'latOy &c. 

fThis will appcanr ftiB illroftger, if we confider, that where Revelation was wanting, it 
tnuft be a prodigious Force of Genius f fudi as was feldofm met with) which could form 
;K>bler Ideas by trampling upon the Prg'udicesof Education \ therefore this Cafe was 
^#iy fiftgulai; 
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that they were exad in paying thofc Duties which they look's 
upon as due to their Deities, under whatfoerer miltaken NoponS^ 
they cx)nceiv'd them and ador'd them, we fhall then be led infeo* 
iibly to refledl upon our own Condud, who with fuch a Syftem,. 
fo pure, and fb undoubtedly certain, a<9: with that Negle^ and* 
Indifierence, as if we, like the Fool m the Tfklmr^ fliomd &y in- 
Our Hearts, there is no God. 

As I have ihewn that Pride and Prefumption were the true Sources' 
of Idolatry, lb were they alfo of all thofe fuperftitious Cuftoms of the: 
Ancients, in their ^ay of Divination, of looking into Futurity, by- 
fuch Prediges, Angurtes and Auj^ices as were in themlelves childiifa^ 
ridiculous, and beneath the Dignity of Human Reafbn ; for as the 
Nature of Man is prone ;to Curiofity upon alf Occaftons, more 
particularly it is likely to be puih'd on by a Defire of knowing, 
the Confequences of jiarttcular A<2ions, and in general whatever 
is to happen to each Ptrfbn upon every Occurrence in Life : hue 
this is what Mankind coidd not know ; Futurity is kept from our 
Sight for good and wife Reafbns, and even to fecure our Felicity ^ 
bitt yet there is an Anxiety to know what is to happen ; it was 
therefore Xhis that was the Caufe of the Invention of various Me- 
thods by which vain Man fondly im^in'd that the Deity would 
vouchfafe to reveal itfelf. 

F^aM hence aroie the Abule and Frauds of Oracles,^ the 
abfiird Cufbms of confiilting the Entrails of Beafb at Saaifice^ 
the careful Attention of watchi^ the £icred Chickens, as to^ their 
Chearfiifaiefs in eating their Food, the Obfervation of the Fl%ht 
of Birds, and- the numberlefi Contrivances to fatisfy the Prefiimp- 
tion of Man« 

But what gives us juft Caufe of Aflonifliment, is, that Nations 
of fuch. elegant Taftes, fuch wife and exquifite Undcrflandii^, 

* From this Principle flow^d'thofe immenibTreafures which enrichUthe Temf^ of 
,^(H$ at Dilphi ; the Princes aod Sovereigns of the Heathen Worid feemed to ftrive who 
ihould moft encour^&e thofe Frauds, and lend their Help towards deceiving themfdves. 
The holy Houfe zxjUtititto is a f^thful Copy of this Rdigious Cheat, (exoent that there 
is no Oracle,) and I doubt not but the Pope, who invented that» had. his Imaginadou 
help'd by tfie Account of the Temple at Di^hi. The Riches in the Houfi: at Lwett^ 
canhanUy becrcdited^ hit by thpfcwho have feen thenw 
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ftould ran into ftich f mean, fiich low Methods of endeavouring 
to loblc into Fdturity. But thus much indeed we may lay for it» 
that it was a good deal conibnant and agreeable to their Ideas of 
the fupreme Being. 

It is true, thit feveral of the wifeft Men amongft them had 
but a mean Opinion of thefe Inventions, as we find by Cato and 
tJicero ; the latter abfolutely declares againft them, and yet lays 
that thofe Men arc to blame Who neglect theln : ErabdtmuUis in 
rebus jintiquitss ; quam vel uJujMn, velT^oBrindj vel vetu- 
Jfate immutatamvidetnus. Retinetut autem S? ad opnionenLfiml^iy 
fS ad magnas uttlitates Rei^ublic£ Mos^ Religio^ ^ifcifl'ma^ jui 
Jtugurum, CoUegii AuEtorttas, net vera non omni Juj^pl'uto digni 
P. Claudius, L. Junius confutes^ qui contra aujpicia navigdrunf. 
TParendutn tnim fuit Religioni nic Tdtrius mos tar^ contumaciter 
RefudiandufH. Divin. Lib. t. 

A N D {he Reafon for this feems to be, that ftw Men had 
Torce enough of Reafon or Sttength of Judgment fuKficient to le^ 

g urate in their Notions, What was faperflUous or ridiculous in theit 
eligion, from what was noble, wile, and worthy of their Under^ 
landings ; if therefore Men odcc negle^ed or tldptfed thefe Things 
which were fo blended with, and almoll inleparablc from theilr 
Ideas of the Deity, they run a great Hazard of throwing olF ali 
Notions of a lupreme Being, and thereby becoming downright 
Atheifts. 

Besides, it was not decent For evety ptiVatfc Man, ))ecatile hd 
thanced td difl^er in Opinion from the U^es of his Coimtry^ t6 
oppole his own ptivate Judgment to that of a whole Nation. 

And this may be a Reafon why Men ate ali)^jiys itadrc teUd- 
ous in a colledive Body, t ihoulcl have laid, more earn'eft for th6 

f Among all the various Species of Superftition, I (hall mention \ltxt one which is I 
Mieve little known; and I the rather do it^ that tfie Reader may at kaft find fomething 
new to him in this Wbrk» if he finds ho other Merit It is.obferved then, in the 4th 
Volume of thofe excellent Trntifes pubiifh'd by the Academy of Billes iMtres at Paris^ 
in a Difcourfe of Mr. UAtti Anfebnrs^ that the Ramans kept the Names of their Tute- 
lary Gods verv fecret, that their Enemies might not gain their Proteftion by EvHotory 
SamficiSj as thgr called them^ that is, 'by a certain Form which was tbou^t to be fo 
powerfiil and efficacious as to perfuade thofe Gods to quit the Side they had hitherto adhe« 
r^ to ; for the fame*Reafon alfo the Ancients kept verv private the proper Kame of thdr 
Towns, that thev might not be made ufe of in thefe Religious Ceremonies, (for without 
the real proper Name they had no ILSoBl) Thm the fecret Name of Rome was Vakn^ 
tia. See JMacr^b. Ub^ 3. Saoum. 9/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 1 6 Of the Morals of the Ancients- 
promoting the Honour of Religion^ and lefs liable to be influen- 
ced to fufler any Innovations or Incroachment upon it, than each^ 
would be fcparately ; for when they are all met together in a Lc- 
giflarive Body, each particular Man^ bowibever little given to 
Piety, is yet aihamed to avow and declare himfelf fo before a na* 
merous AfTembly, who by the fame Motives would be fure to 
pppofe and cenfure him, altho^ they might think as he does. * This^ 
C)Wervation I believe will hold true, wherelpeycr Religion is un- 
der the Government and the Power of a Legiflature compofed of 
many Peribns. 

Thb great Men of Antiquity, for Reafons abovementioned, 
made it their confiant Maxim to have a due Regard for their Re- 
ligion; the wiieft and bed Legislators always made thia a great 
Part of their Care : It is true indeed^ that they often made ale 
of the SuperfHcion of the People to work their own Defigns; but 
as amongft thoie iirft Law-givers of Nations, their chief Defigns 
were to procure the Good and Felicity of their People » they are 
the more excufable. 

Religious f £(labli(hments with both Greeks and Rmans: 
were at fk ft in great Simplicity ; but the Superftition of the Peo- 
ple ibon ran the Magnificence of Divine Wormip to a great Height^ 
and very often fome of their moil: immoral Men were the moft 
expend ve in the Temples they built and dedicated to different Dei- 
xies, as if they thought to bribe the Gods to wink at their Wicked- 
nels : But there were feveral very excellent Men, who by their 
Morals were an Honotu: to their Country, who thought it a Part 
of their Duty to ^adhere ftridly to the Religion eftabli/hed among 
them, and who juftly thought that thofc who were negligent of 
the riq)reme Being, would not long remain guiklefs towards Man- 
kind ; for tho' the Religion of the Ancient Heathens could not 
influence their Morals as to Good, (as I have ihewn in ms firlt 
Ch;^ter,) yet the lame Difpofition that prompted them to ooferve 
the Laws of Morality, excited them not to negled: their Religion^ 
becauie as a Reiped" and Veneration for the fiipreme Being was 
included in their Religious Syftem» however diiguis'd or mifta*. 
ken, the Contempt of that fupreme Being muft be a Confequence 

. ^ Vid.O«wwASt.RcaL t Ste PAtf^ir^ in the lifeof Aitwc. 

Of. 
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ef the Contempt of tbclr Religcoil, and whofoevcr runs counter 
fo much to the general ^tv&t of Mankind, muft be in great dan- 
ger of difTering with them in the general eftabliflied Notions of the 
Fundamentals of Morality. 

No People ever carried their Religions Veneration for every 
thing relating to the Deity to a greater Height than the Greeks^ 
ivhom I fliaU iirft confider in a collc(2five Body, and then fome of 
their great Men fcparatcly. 

The Athenians^ who held defervedly the firft Rank inGreece^ 
had many remarkable Fcftivals which they celebrated in Honour 
€f fcveral Deities ; araongft them the chief were thofe in Honour 
of Minerva, called Tanathenaia, the Feftivals of* Bacchus, and 
chofe of Ceres : Nothing can exceed their Religious Fondnefs for 
thefe holy Times ; they inftituted various forts of Combats, and 
dilputed the Prize in many Arts and Sciences, to do dill more 
Honour to thofe Days ; but the mod refpe<3:ed and moft facred 
of all the Fcftivals at Athens, were thofe of Ceres, which were 
kept at Ehujis once every Five Years ; thefe were never neglec- 
ted, not even in Time of War, and when the Athenians were 
prevented going by Land, they carried the whole Pomp * by Sea; 
and befidcs, there was a ftrid Secrecy required in thefe Ceremo- 
nies in regard to Things which none but thofe initiated could 
Know ; and fo great was the Rdpeii the Ancients had to that 
Duty of Religion, that they deemM any Man who Ihould divulge 
it, an impious and profane Perfon, ancl likely to draw down the 
Vengeance of the Gods upon all thofe who fliould keep Company 
with him. 

: ^^ . Efi ^ fideli tuta filentio 

Merces ; vetabOy qui Ceteris facrum 

Vulgarit arcana^ Jkb iifdem 

Sit trabibuSy fragilemve meoum 

Sohat Thafelon, — • — H o r* 

, I. REFER the Reader to the Antiquities of Greece^ publiihed 
by the learned f Dr. "Potter, wherein he will find a full Account 

♦ Sec Plutarch and Thucyd. \ Now Lor4 Bifliop of Osf^rd. 

: . F f of 
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of all the Religion and Feftivals of the Greekf ; my Bufinefs is to 
flicw how obfervant they were of their Religious Eflablifliments, 
and not to defcribc them. 

I HAVE already taken notice of the Condemnation of Socrates, 
which was entirely owing to the falfe Report his Enemies had 
raifed of him, and which they had perfuaded the /Athenians to 
believe, which was, that he ncgleded and dcfpis'd the Religion 
cftabliih'd at Athens^ upon which Judgment was pronounced a- 
gainft him from a miftaken Notion of what would pleafc the Di- 
vinity ; but there arc two Examples extant, in which the good 
Sentiments of the People of Athens in a collecSive Body appear 
in the brightcil Luftre, and unmix'd with Superftition. 

A CERTAIN Philofopher named Niagaras, who had been a 
Difciplc of the famous T>emocritus, (he who invented the Philo- 
phy of Atoms,) came and fettled at Athens, and there he began 
to teach Atheifm publickly^ by difpuring againft the very Being of 
a fupreme Ruler of all Things ; as Toon as this came to be 4nown, 
the Athenians immediately cited him before the Judges, for they 
were ftruck with Horror at fuch AflTertions ; he fled, but could 
not efcape the Infamy of a Sentence which the moft difcerning 
People in the World pronounced againft him, and that was, they 
condemned him to Death, and^o^red a confiderable Reward to 
any one who fbould bring him to Athens^ alive or dead, ^iodor. 
Lib. 13. 

The Cafe of ♦ Trotagoras was much the fame ; he too had 
1>een a Difciple of "Democritus, and in one of his Books reafon'd 

in this Manner, " Whether the Gods exift in Reality, or no, 

*' is a Queftion which I know not how to treat ; whether £ ihall 
^* take the affirmative or negative Side ; our Faculties are too 
*' weak, and our Life too Ihort, to clear up thoroughly fo difficult 
*' a Point." Thus he made the Affair at leaft Problematical, which 
the Athenians could not bear; they therefore baniihed him from 
Athens for ever, and by a Proclamation ordered, that all rhofc 
who had any of his Books, fliould bring them to the Magiftrates, 
which was accordingly done, and they were all publickly burnt, 
as being an infamous and fcandalous Produdion. 

• Cicero de N^r. Deorum. 

When 
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When wc fee this noblfcTcnderncft for the Honour of Rch- 
gion amongft Heathens, what fliall we then fay to a Chriftian Na- 
tion, where Books arc daily publifhed againft the mod certain, as 
well as the holiell Religion that ever was known ; and not only 
this, where thofe Books, thofe infamous Treatifes are received and 
read with Pleafure and Satisfa<3:idn ? 

Another Inftance * will (hew the great Rqiped which the 
People of Athens had for the Deity. They were prefcnt at the 
Reprefcntation of a Tragedy of the famous Euripides^ in which 
the Poet puts an Expremon into the Mouth of Hiffolitus which 
was deftrudive of Religion ; for, upon Th^dra's telling him that 
he had fworn that he would not reveal what flic had told him of 
her infamous Paffion, he anfwers. That he took the Oath with 
his Tongue only, and not with his Heart : Such a Sentiment as 
this uttered by a virtuous Perfon, foch as Hij^politus^ fliock'd the 
whole Athenian People, for it looked too like the fettling of fuch 
a Maxim ; they therefore exprefled their Indignation with one 
general Voice, and were hardly prevailed upon to forbear throw* 
ing the whole Weight of their Anger upon the Poet, who had 
dared to vent fuch an abominable Expremon. 

What glorious Sentiments of Piety are theft in a whole Peo* 
ple!^ who would not luffcr the leaft Ju^ing or Equivocation 
with fb facred a Thing as an Oath, which at the fame time that it 
deceives Men, affronts the Majefty of the Deity ! 

How therefore ought we to look upon that Sett of Men, who 
pretend to be Chriftians, and yet have written large Treatifes to 
teach Men how to equivocate, to deceive Mankind, and inake a 

Jeft of Religion ! 

ft 

♦ See Plut. and other Greek Writeri^ and RoUin. 
X The Ancients were fo cxad in the keeping ftri^ to their Oath, that Cicm ob- 
ferves, in fpeaking of Regubis^ that what makes his Action appear fo heroical, is the 
Degeneracy, of After-times j — Nobis (fays this excellent Roman) mme Mirabile videtur^ 
illis qtddcm temporibtis aUtcrfatere noti potmt. Itaque iJfa'Laus mn ejthomm, fed temporum \ 
fox in thofe Days it was a thing as conmion to be obfervant of an Oath, as it was in the 
vrorft Times to break it ; ami wc may obfervc in Ciaro's Offices^ fuch Maxims in rc- 
Mrd to Oaths, as ought to nuke thofe Gentlemen who decorate themfclves with the 
Name of the Society of Jefiis^ (and who by their eafy Cafuiftry prevail fo much) blufli at 
their curfed and abominajbk Doflrine of Equivocation, — And what fliall wc fay to 
thofe, who even in this Nation make fo light of an Oath, and fwear falfely with cafe, 
where Intcreft prcvaik ? 

Ffx IH 
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^ In effSdt, there was nothing which the Heathens held in grea- 
ter Veneration than the Sacrcdnefs of an Oath ; for nothing could 
be more injurious to the Gods, nor of more Confequcncc to 
Mortals, than the Violation of it. Therefore the Cuftoms of all 
Nations of Antiquity were to keep ftridly to it ; the moft terri- 
ble Imprecations were made againft thofe who fliould violate 
it, and they were looked upon as excommunicate and infamous 
Wretches. 

They made alfo Religion intervene upon all (blemn and pub- 
lick Occafions, as in Treaties, ^c. as I have fhewn in my firft 
Chapter from * two learned Authors, to whom I refer the Reader. 

Nor was their Piety left in the great Refpedl they had for the 
Manfions of their Deities, their Temples; nothing could be more 
facrilcgious than to rob them, nothing more abominable; this a- 
lone cauled bloody Wars in Greece ;f and befides this, they had 
fiich a Veneration for them, that whofoever took Refuge in them, 
could not be pulled out by Force ; thus we find \ Vaufanias^ who 
fled into the Temple of Minerva^ was blocked up there and 
llarved, but they would not take him out. 

And now I am upon this SubjedJ:, there is a Story in 5P//r- 
t'arch, which for the Oddnefs of it I will here relate: Aa 
Athenian^ nam'd Cylon, had formed a Confpiracy againft Athens^ 
(much about the Time that Solon liv'd,) and feizM upon the Ci- 
tadel, but being clolcly befieg'd, he was forced to get away as 
well as he could, and his Accomplices were fome of them mur- 
dered, and others fled to the Temple of Minerva ; whilft they 
remained there, it was not poflible to take them ; Megacles, there- 
fore, one of the chief Magiftratcs, perfuaded them to come out 
and take their Trial, and for their Security he told them that they 
might tie a long Thread to the Statue of the Goddcls, and hbid 
the end of it in their Hands, and by this Means they would be 
as fafe as if they were ftill in the Temple; Thelc unfortunate 
Wretches accepted of this flrange Expedient ; but unhappily the 
Thread broke, (as indeed it was likely it.fhould,) and then the 
Magiftrates caufed them to be put to Death, alledging that it was 
•Vifible that the Goddels refufcd her Protedtion, fmce the Thread 

♦ Potter and Kcnnet. f Vide Plutarch. % Nepos in Paufan. 

did 
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did not remain whole. This was a poor Evafion ; and accordingly 
t^he Hiftorian tells us, that thefe Magiftrates were the Objeds of 
the publick Detcftation, and were called Curfed and Excommuni- 
cated. 

What has been faid of the Athenians, will fuit almofl: all thq 
reft q{ Greece, for mod of the Greeks were equally afFeiSled with 
a Religious Refpedt for the Supreme Being, under thole Forms of 
Worfhip and thofe Ideas which their own irregular Fancies had 
imagined, or which they had received from Traditions full as vaiii 
and abfurd. 

And bcfides the Feftivals and Worfliip peculiar to each People 
of Greece^ there were four Sorts of Publick Feftivals at which all 
Greece alTembled, and upon account of which, if there was * War 
in Greece^ all Hoftilities ceafcd for that Time; thefe were the 
Olymfick Games in Honour of Juftter^ celebrated once in five 
Years ; the Tythian in Honour oi Apollo^ once in five Years al« 
ft) ; the Nemaan f in Honour of Hercules^ once in two Years ^ 
and the IJihmian once in five Years, in Honour of Neptune ; 
rhefe were the Times at which all the different People of Greece 
met together, and fat as Judges and Spectators of thofe Combats 
and Diiputes of various forts, in which the Vidory was reckoned 
as glorious, and as much fought after, as that which is gain'd in 
Battle ; it elevated the Souls of the Heroes, and lifted them up 
above themfclves : 

■ " - - ■' ■ Talmaque nobilis 

Terrarum T>ominos evehit ad Deos. H o r. 

And were certainly great Incitements to all Virtues and Excel- 
lencies. 

♦ Is it not monftrous, that War amongflr Chriftians refpefts not even the holleft 
Times, or the moft fecred Places ? and yet how far more auguft and venerable is every 
thing in our Religion, above what is to be found in that of the Pagans ! 

+ It was at the Nemaan Games. that Phihpcemen, General of Achala^ and a Man 
zealous for the Liberty of Greece^ received that glorious Applaufe mentioned in his Life 
by Plutarch^ who tells us, that this great Perfon happened to enter the Theatre where all 
Greece was affembled, juft as an Adtor was fpcaking what follows of one of th^Perfons 

of the Drama, v\%. 

Thh is he who crowns our Heads with the Tf^eaths of Liberty j — ■■ ■ 
The* whole Affembjy immediately turn'd to Philopo^m n, and applied it to him with a 
Thunder of Applaufe, This was glorious for him, and for the Audience! 

Thus 
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Thus the Ancients made their Religion have a Share in every 
thing, which was a Confequcnce of their Re(pe(9: for the Gods^ 
no Expedition was undertaken without Prayers and Sacrifice ; no 
Succeis was gained, but the Gods had a large Share of the Spoils 
in their Temples hung up and confecrated; nothing of Family Af- 
fairs was ever entered upon, as Weddings, &Jf . but the Deity in- 
tervened, and was honoured and confulted by Sacrifice. * 

I N fine, all the auguft Ruins of Antiquity, dill to be (een in 
Greece or Rome^ are fo many Monuments of their Religious Dif- 
pofition ; all the Medals, ftill to be found in the Cabinets of the 
Curious, are alfo clear Proofs of this, for we fee in moft of them 
fomething or other relating to their Divine Wor/liip : The Athe- 
nians^ in particular, never (truck any Medals but Religious ones ; 
the Sj^artans indeed, in the latter Times, ftruck fome in Honour 
of the Roman Emperors. In ihort, many are the Inftances of the 
Piety of the Greeks : but in their declining State they feemed to 
have loft fbme of their RefpeiS for the Gods, by their grofs Flat- 
tery of Demetrius Toliorcetes^ and (bme others of the Succei^ 
fors oi Alexander ; but this was owing alfo to particular Circum- 
ftances of Time, ar\d not wholly to the Difpofition of the Peo- 
ple. There is but one Thing wnich feems a little contradidory 
to this pious Temper of x)[\t Greeks^ and particular! v of the yfifi&^- 
ntans^ and that is, that they ihould permit Arlftoj^hanes to reprc- 
fent fuch Pieces as his were, in (everal of which the Gods were 
treated in a very indecent Manner : But fome Modern Authors 
have endeavoured to give us a Reaibn, which is, that what the 
Poet turns into Ridicine, is only what they thought the fabulous 
Part of their Religion, and not what was really the Objed: of 
their Veneration and Worfliip. 

1 N a Word, it i% certain that the Greeks^ in general, were Icnfibic 
of the Duties of their Religion, and ftrongly attached to it ; but 
it muft be confels'd, that they often ran it to moft ridiculous and 
moft abominable Superftitions. But this is no Wonder, fince I 
hav6 ihewn that their Religion was abliird, and productive of Im- 
morality in its very Eflence, as to certain Parts of it, and f to cer- 
tain Ceremonies ; but, as I have faid before, they were fo much 

♦ Sc$ Antiq. du Perc Mont&ucon. t ^^^ Chap. I. 

in 
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So the darkjtbat either they were to follow ftich Ideas, or to follow 
none. 

W B A T I have faid zs to the. Religion of the Greeks will fuffice 
for the RomsHS^ who had moftly the fame, and were equally re* 
markable for their Obfervance of it in every Particular j inlbmucb, 
that Cicero fays, that the Romans came to univerfal Empire by 
their conftant Piety * and due Refpe<a and Veneration for the im- 
mortal Gods, ^am volumus licet Ij^fi nos ametnus^ tamen nee 
numero Hifpanos, nee Robore Gallos, nee callidate Poenos, nee 
artibus Grsecos, nee denique hoc ipjb hujus Gentis ac Terr£ do^ 
meftico nativoque fenfu Italos ipfos ac Latinos ; fed Tietate ac 
Religione, atque hdc und Sapientid quod T^eorum Immortalium 
Numine omnia regi gubernanique ferpeximus^ Offines gentes nati^ 
onefque fuperavimus. 

I SHALL now briefly mention ibme. Examples of fbme of the 
greateft Men of both Nations, who have given remarkable Proofe 
of their ftrong Senfe of the Power and Protcdion of the Deity. 

To begin with zxi Athenian, we find Conon,\ one of their Ge- 
nerals, who rebuilt Athens after its fatal Deftrudion by Lyfan^ 
der, (I mean a great Part of it,) I (ay we find him offering up a 
real Hecatomb, that is, a Sacrifice of loo Oxen, in Thanklgiving 
to the Gods. 

Next to him ^ we may obfervc the famous Themifiocles, who 
creds a Temple to Cyhele^ the Mother of the Gods, ind makes 
his Daughter Prieftels of it, in Gratitude for his Prefer vatioa 
from Danger by her Admonition in a Dream. 

Nor is CamiUus lc(s worthy of Attention, who accafes him* 
lelf to the Senate of having forgot that Vow he had made to 
Aj^llo^ of which I have fpoken in a former Chapter, when I men- 
tioned the Generofity of the Roman Ladies on that Account; 
his Piety is alfo obferveable in his Care of rebuilding the Tem- 

* Religion was fo much in Efteem at Rom^ that all the great Men were ambitious 
of obtaining the Pricfthood, as Cicero^ Cajar, CrdffiiSy Pliny^ &c. and Auguftm \ and 
Mark Antony and Cafar fet fo great a Vahie upon their Dignity as Augurs^ that they ai- 
rways carefully had it inlerted in the Medals ftnick in honour of them. Thus we nuy 
obferve that the chief Order of the Priefthood might be enjoyed by even Generals^ t^c» 
but yet they lud a diftind Order of Priefts^ who were fuch 2^ their Lives an4 nothing 

t Nepos in Conone. % Plut in Tbemift» 

pics 
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pies ruia*d by th^ Gauls, and in his ereding a loagnificent one to 
j4iiis Locuteiiis, in that Place where the Voice was heard which 
foretold the coming of Brennus with liis vaft Army oi Barba- 
rians. And again, upon another Occafion * CamilluSy when the 
Diflenfions and Dilcord ran high among his Fellow Citizens, vow« 
a Temple to the Goddefs of Concord, if fiich Feuds fliould be apf 
peafed. 

TiMOLEON,| the Deliverer of Sicily^ dedicates a Chapel to 
Fortune in his own Houfe/ 

Marcellus, he who firft beat Hannibal in Italy, conic* 
crates to Jupiter tht S folia Of ima, or Spoils of zGallick Vrinct 
^nd General, »hom he had killed with his own Hand, and builds 
a Temple to Honour and Valour ; Honori SJ Virtuti. 

And if Fabius Maximus, who was attewards his Collegue, 
being, at the Time I apji ipeaking of, Didator, tells the Roman 
People after the fatal Defeat of Flaminius at Thrafymene^ that 
it was owing to the Anger of the Gods ; (for that Confol had ne- 
gleded the proper Ceremonies ;) and that they muft put their 
Confidence in them, and they need not doubt their Prote<ftion; 
and then he iacrifices to them to obtain Prolperlty to his Arms, 

Flamininus, who declared the Greeks to be free, which 
they fondly believed, altho' it was, in truth, the Beginning of 
their Subjedion to the Romans^ confeqrated fbme Silver Bucklers 
along with his own in the Temple at ^elfhi, *♦ and offered up 
a golden Crown to Afollo. 

We fee alfo, that ff Cimon the Athenian^ carefully confults 
the Oracle of Apollo upon an Affair of Importwce. 

T H £ Piety of :f::j: Nicias, even to a timid Superftition, is well, 
known in Hiftory. ' • 

Agesilaus *** manifefted his Refped for the Gods by giv- 
ing ftriift Orders that thole Thebans, whom he had defeated, 
and who had taken Refuge in the Temple of Minerva, fhould 
not be drawn out from thence by Force, 

* Plut. in Camill. f Plut. /«TimoL 

X Plut. in Fab. Maxim, and Marcelli. 

*♦ Plut. in Flam. ft Plut. in the Life tf/* Cimon. 

tt Plut in the Life g/^Nicias, *»* Plut in the Life of Agcfilauj. 

ErEN 
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Even ^ Tyrrhus, King of E/irus^ tho* bufied all his Life 
in reftlefs Atccmprs of War, which generally lucceedeJ ill, yec 
forgot not his Rcfpedl: lor the Divinity : He malies a Vow to ob- 
tain the Prote<9:!on of the Immortals before he attacks Eryx ; and 
at another Time confecrates the Spoils of the Gau/s in the Tcm* 
pie of Minerva. 

In (hort, I fhould tire my Reader and mylelf, were I to relate 
f the many Inftances in which both Greeks and Ramans^ and in* 
deed all the Heathens, even the remoteft Barbarians, ihewcd 
thcmfelves firmly fix'd in their high Veneration for thofe Obje<2:s 
of Divine Worfliip eftaWifhed in each Country. All the Hiftori- 
ans of Antiquity are full of Examples of that Sort, to which I 
xefcr the curious Reader. 

I N the latter Times, when both Greeks and Romans were de* 
generated, and quite loft to every Virtue, they then aflbciated 
^very Monfter of an Emperor to tlie Rites and Worfhip of their 
Deities, and by a horrible and fenfelefs Profanation defiled their 
own Altars. And in thofe Times, Numbers of Temples and 
Theatres were ere<fted, (for thefe too were folemnly Dedicated) 
more to fatisfy the Vanity, than the Religion of their Founders. 
But it is not of thole unhappy Times that I treat, when I fpeak 
of any thing that is Praile-worthy amongft them, unlefs it be by 
fnere Accident. 

It now remains, that under this Article, I refer the Rea- 
der to the Opinion of fomc of the grcateft Genius's of Anti- 
quity, as to Religion; which will ftill confirm us the more 
ia our Ideas concerning the Bent of each Nation. Thofe I fhali 
mention are :^ Horner^ Virgil, Cicero^ Horace and Xenophon : 
In the Worlw of thefe five Perfons, who wer« truly an Orna- 
ment 

♦ Plut. in the Ufe (?/Pyrrlius. 

t The Pict]? of the ffcc3LtScipf0j who conquered Hanmbal^nA fubdu'd Carthagij is very 
cemarkable ; it is iaid of him in Hiftory, that he never began any thing whatever with- 
<H&t firft adoring the Deity in the Capitd\ and before and after, and during the whole 
Xime of his Expedition tp Afrtck^ he conftantly manifefted his profound RefpcA for 
4hc Gods ; — even Hamnmy thougfa a Barbarian^ aikl accused by the -Rtfmtf»y,'(perhapg 
omjuftly^^ of Cruelty, and Breach of Faith, yet gave great Marks of his Veneration for 
the Gods, for he went to Caduc on Purpofc to facrffice to Hercules before his Expedition 
to Itafy, and during his whole Life he fliewed a Religious Difpofuion. Tit. Liv, 

X I have pitch'd upon thefe Authors rather than upon the profefs'd Philofophers and 
Heads of Se^^ becaufe thofe have been mentioned in my iirft Chapter \ and befldes^ 

Gg Che 
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iiament to their Refpedive Countries, we find Religion kid down 
as a neceflary Qualification to form a truly great Man,. 

A s for the firft, we may obfcrve in many Parts of his noble 
Performances, fuch Sentiments as clearly fhew us the Importance 
he thought Religion was of: In his 14th Book of the Odyffey^y 
Eumaus owns his fortunate SuccefTes to proceed from the Blefling 
of the Gods : In the 9ch Book, VlyJBfes acknowledges that the 
Immortals had fent him a plentiful Chace,'*' And this Poet gives 
an admirable Deicription of Providence, in that ingenious Fi^on 
in the X4th Book of the Iliad^ where he lays Jupiter has two 
large VefTels, one on each Side of him ; one of them filled with 
Good, and the other with Misfortunes, which are equally diir 
pens'd to Mankind : And then, in many Places, too numerousto 
quote, he inculcates this Maxim, that every thing comes from 
above. 

But it muft be owned, that Homer has given us ffarange Ideas 
of his Deities, to whom he has attributed all the Paflions of Men, 
and made fuch Divinities of them as one would have thought 
were fiifitcient to have fhock'd any Heathen of common Seide. 
This is what Cicero in his Tufculan. ^£jiion. lays of him, Hu^ 
mana ad T>eos tranftulit divina mallem ad nos : But, (as Arijfo* 
tie oblerves,) he does but follow the Notions broached before his 
Time in thole Things, as well as he does when he makes the Gods 
ihemfelves lubje<3: to Fate or Deftiny. 

I F we turn our Eyes to the Latin Poet, to Virgil who has 
rivaird his Mailer, we Iball be lenfible that Piety is the favotb 
rite Quality of his Hero,, it is that which gives Weight and 
Merit to all his other Virtues. 

When his Mother meets htm in Africa^ in the Habit of a 
Tyrian Huntrels, he tells her as a main Part of bis Chara<^,. 

the OpinioD of Mien of the Worid, and fome in the great Affiurs of Life> is of aof« 
Autbcffity, than that of Men, who were either of a reclufe Life, or of a greatSii^ularitf 
of Temper in every thing die ; and (till farther, the Refped fliewn to Religion hf the 
great Poets of Antiquity, may feem. the more extiaordinary |d iis, as moft of oun have 
employed their Taints to explode Rel^^ and Virtue, (I except however feveial whom. 
I revere,) perhaps to comply with the vicious Tafle of the Ages they liv'd in, ia which 
Works in Defence of Goodnefs have been but iU received^ 
* ^ RalHn dfs Bclks iMim. 

Sum 
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Srnn Tins Eneas, r^/w qui ex bojft T^nstes 

Clajfe vtho Mecum. — -« — • Lib, i. Encid. 

'' The Good Eneas am I calPd, a Name, 

*• While Fortune fayour'd, not unknown to Fame : 

** My Houfhold Gods, Con^anions of my Woes, 

•• With pious Care, I refcuM from our Foes. Dryden* 

And Ilioneus^ when he addrefles 2)ii^, ihews a great deal of Pie- 
ty in his Sentiments in complaining of the Inlults of her Subjeds : 

At genus hmnannm t§ mcrtalia temnUis arma 
At J^erate Deos memores fandi at que nefandi. 

^« If our hard Fortune no Compaflion draws^ T 

** Nor Hoipitable Rights, nor Human Laws, > 

*' The Gods are Juft^ and will revenge ourCaufe. Drtd.j 

Then he proceeds to give a Charader of his Prince, of which 
Piety is a chief Part : 



Rex erat Eneas nobis^ qmojufiior alter 
Nee Vteta$e fuity nee tetto major t$ armis. 

^' Eneas was our Prince, a Jailer Lord, 

** Or nobler Warrior, never drew a Sword, 

'' Obiervancof the Right, Religious of his Word. D 



RYD.> 



And through the whole Poem, we Rnd Eneas conftantly keq>ing 
op to his Charader, and does nothing but with a profound Re- 
fpc£t for the Deity ; he is even careful to a Nicety of pnforming 
all the Offices which his Religion commands him. 

Thus we find by the Example of thefe two great Poets, that 
true Valour and a due Regard for. Religion, are the propereft and 
almoft infeparable Companions^ and not fo incompatible as they 
are thought to be in thefe our Days. 

In Ihort, to conclude what I have to (ay of that divine Poet 
f^irgU, he has given us, in EneaSy the Pattern of a true Hero; 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 Of the Morals of the Andents. 

and we find the Poet himfelf, throughont his Georgicks^ plainl)r 
lets us ice that he has drawn his Hero according to his own Difc 
pofition, for he manifefts every where a profound Veneration for 
all the DeitieSi whom his Work leads him to Ipeak of, oraddrefs 
himfelf to. 

Thus in his beautiful beginning of the firft Georgick ; he 
does not invoke the Mufcs only as a Poet, but ia general the Di- 
vinities who prefide over the SubjeiJls he treats of. 

' — ' V(fs O clariffima Mundi 

Lumina^ labentem Cislo qui duckis Annum\ 

Liber ^ alma Ceres, vefiro fi munere Tellus- 

Chaoniam pingui glandem mutavit arifidy 

^oculaque invent is Acholola mifcuit uvis : 

Et vos agreftium fra/entia numina Fauni, 

Ferte fimul Fauniquc IP^ifiw/: Dryadefquc iPw/Af .• 

Muneraveflpa Cano. Tuque^ tJt mi frima, frement^em^ 

Fudit equum magna tellus fercujfa Tr identic \ 

Neptune : SJ cultor nemorum^ cui.finguia Cawj 

Ter centum nivei tondent dumetajuvenci :. 

Ipfe nemus linauens patrium^ Saltufque hyoxU 

V^n ovium Cujtos, Tua Ji tiAi MxhzbsL Cur£y • ' 

jfdJFs O Tegcxt faa/ens : Ole^que .M^tatv^ 

Inventripfj uncique ^uer monftrator Aratri : 

Et tenet am ab radice f evens Sylvane eupreffum 

^ii ^eaque omnes^ ftudium quOms arvatu^riy 

^ique novas alitis nonnulk^f^Tdne\Jh^ 3::.., :• . ^ 

^ique fatis largum Qetlo demit tit is Imbreml 



_ I 






i( 



Ye Deities f who Fields and Plains proteia;, " 
Who rule the Seafons, and the Year dired; ' 
Bacchus, and foftering Ceres^ Powers Divioe, 
Who gave us Com for Maft, for Water Wtonx' -, 
YtFawttSy propitious to the Rnral Swains, . i ■, 
Ye Nymphs that haunt the Mountains and.thePlM&9;. 
Join in my Work, and to my Nunibers htriiag i ; 
Your needfiil Succour, for your Gifts I fmg. . 



** And 
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^* And thou, whofe Trident ftruck the teeming Earth> 

" Aiid made a Paflage for the Courfer's Birth : 

" And thou, for whom the Caan Shore fuftains 

" Thy milky Herds, that graze the flow'ry Plains > 

" And thou, the Shepherd's Tutelary God, 

" Leave, for a while, O Tan ! thy lov'd Abode : 

*^ And if Arcadian Fleeces bef thy Care, 

" From Fields and Mountains to my Song repair. 

*^ Inventor Tallas of the fat'ning Oil : 

" Thou Founder of the Plough, and Ploughman's Toil : 

" And thou, whofe Hands the fhrowd-rlike Cyprefs rear ; 

" Come all ye Gods and GoddefTes, that wear 

" The Rural Honours, and increalc the Year : 

^ You, who fupply the Ground with Seeds of Grain^ 

^ And you, who (well thofe Seeds with kindly Rain! 

Dry DEN* ' 

And in his Bucolicks there arc many Paflages of the fame Spirit| 
particularly when he introduces two Shepherds difputing.the Prize 
of Poetry and Singingi he makes the fixft begin in the following 
Manner :. 

■ ' ^ ^ i* . ■ ' • . ' ,1 * 

Ab Jove Trincifiumj Mufie^ Joyis omnia flena!\ 

" From the great Father of the Gfods above 

^ My Mufc begins; for All is fviU of '^five. Dry den. 

As to Cicero^ I refer the Reader to his "^TreatKe 2)^ lilatur^ 
T>eorum, and other of h|s Philofophical* Treatifcsi, by which it 
win appear, that he who was rfie Prince of i?(?«r^^ Eloquence, 
tfce Conful who laved Rome, ib ftiort, who was the greatcft Matf* 
in Civil Affairs, who ever bore the chief Offices in that Capital of 

* In that Work of his, which I think is oofe of the moft.cfttcrtainingiPiaeci I ptjst 
TeacU he has particularly this Sentence, which Ibews how important be thought fomq&ef 
Egion was to the Welfare of Society : -— Atqm baud 5^, an fnetaU a^herjia ^oifi^ 
hUa^ fidii etum fcf Sociitas bumani Generis^ ^ una ixceUtntiffma Ftrtm JyfiiHa toU^twr. --. 
We have however in this Ifland, feveral Perfons, who by theh* Behaviour an4 Writtngsj^ 
feem to think Religion quite ufdefs, and would be thought wifer than all the relt of 
Mankind in that Point. 

the 
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the World ; I fay» it will be found that fiich a Man did not think 
it beneath him to employ his Pen upon Subjeds of a Divine Na- 
ture. And he has, in the Treatife we have mentioned, with 
great Wit and Force of Argument (hewn the Abfurdity of divers 
Parts of the Pagan Theology, as eftablifhed in moft Cotmtries, 
and has alio exposed the vain Reafbning and Errors of the Hea- 
then Philofbphers and conceited Sages of Antiquity, and feems 
very fenfible that none had conceived Ideas of the fupreme Be- 
ing iuitable to the Maiefty of God, altho' they arrogantly pre- 
tended to laugh at the eftabli(h*d Religion. — Cicero would ftiU 
more juftly deierve our Applaufe, if in this Work of his the Dif^ 
putation had not gone fb far as to deftroy almoft the Being of 
a fupreme Ruler of all Things; altho' this be contrary to his Ia« 
tentions* as appears manifeftly by feveral PafT^es in this Treatife; 
lie feems denrous to have known the Truth, therefore we muft ' 
deplore his want of thofe Helps we have been blefs'd with. Quo- 
tations from him under this Head would be endlefs ; the Reader 
muft confiilt the Treatife itfelf^ as well as his others.. f 

Ho RACK, that Courtly Poet, whofe Works arc as polite as 
chey are nervous and ftrong, next comes under our Obfervation : 
Here we find feveral Odes diredly addrefTed to the principal Dei* 
ties of Paganifin ; as in the firft Book, the loth to Mercury ; 
the 30th of the fame Book, to Venus :^ the 3xft, to Apolh:^ the 
^fth, to Fortune \ the 19th of the iecond Book, to Bacchus \ and 
fe, in fine^ to moft of the others : To all whom he makes his 
Supplications under their ufual Attributes, and celebrates their 
Praifes for thofe Adions, for which they were known and re* 
nowned in the Heathen Theology. 

How nobly ! with how much Majefty does he fpeak of yu^ 
.fiter^ the Sovereign of the Gods, in that beautiful Ode to Au^ 
guftus! 

f Mbnfkur VAUeJtOBvety in his Preface to his excellent Tranflation and Zdfiff Edi. 
tkm of this Treatife, obferves very judicioufl/^ that it appears by it, that thofe Philofb- 
phen who had fhaken off the grois Idolatry and mean Ideas of the P^an Tbeok)^, Ind 
done fo to no other furpofe than to fubftitute in their Place the vain Subtilties and dopht- 
ftry of their Schools ^ and, fays he, I think to give this Treatife its proper Name, and 
10 convQT a true Idea of it^ itoi^ht to be called, ThiTbnii[ualRmatuitftbe AndnHs. 
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^id prius die am filitis Tarentis 
Ijaudibus ? ^i res hominum ac T>eorumy 
^i Mare ac Terras^ variifque Mundum 

Temferat horis. 
Vnde nil majus generatur Ipjb^ 
Nee viget quicquam fimile aut fecundum ! 

And in another Place of Jupiter^ in Terms worthy of him they 
believ'd the fiipreme Ruler of Heaven and Earth : 

Regum timendorum in froprios greges^ 

Reges in ipjbs imperiutn eft Jovis, 

Clari Giganto Triumpho^ 

Qun€ta fupercilio movent is. Ode r. Lib. j. 

The lad Thought indeed is borrowed from Horner^ but how elc-^ 
g^tlyexprefs'd! 

In another Ode he tells the Romans^ that unleft they repir 
the Temples, and give fome Proofs of their Piety, they will br 
puniih'd without Meafure for the Crimes of their Fore-fathers : 

fDelidta majorum immeritus luesy 

Romane, donee Templa refeceris 

JEdefque labentes ^eorum ^ 

F^da nigro ftmulacra fumo. Ode 6. Lib. y:^ 

•* Thofc Ills yotur Anccftors have done 
*• Romans y are now become your own 5, 

*• And they will coft you dear^ 

•• Unlefi you foon repair 
** The falling Temples, which the Gods provoke, 
** And Stames fully'd yet with facrilegious Smoke. 

ROSCOMMO^ 

I 

He goefi on suid tells ttiem, tbat tHe conftant R^ard (hewn> 
by their Nation to Religion, has been the Caufe of their being; 
Matters of the World; he therefore advifes them to pnrlae the- 
AmaMethodi. 2>4r 
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jD/x Te minor em quod geris^ I^iperas ^ 
Hinc omne frincifium^ hue refer exitum. 
2)/ mult a negle^i dedertint 
Hefperias mala luiiuof^. — - ■ 

" Propitious HeavX ^^^^ rais'd your Fathers higJi, 

** For humble grateful Piety, 

'' (As it rewarded their Refped,) 
'' Hath Iharply punifli'd your Negled ; ^ 
** All Empires on the Gods depend, 
^* Begun by their Command, at their Command they end. 

Roscommon, 

. This Opinion, that the Roman SuccefTes were owing to their 
Piety, is much the laiiie as that I have quoted from Cicero, fomc 
P^es befpre this. 

The laft of the Authors whofe Authority I have brought to 
ftrcngthen my Aflertion, is Xenofhon ^ this great Man was as ex- 
pert in the Art of War, as he was excellent in the Talent of Wri. 
ting well. He has left us feveral Treatifes, all written with great 
Elegance ; and amongfl: the reft, an Account of the Education and 
Exploits of the Firft Cyrus, who rais'd the Ter/ian Empire to 
that Degree of Power, by which it became fo formidable to the 
World. Whoever perufes this Work, in which he gives us the 
Image of a perfedt Prince, will' obfervc, that a Relpe<a for the 
Peity is one of the chief Ingredients to form fo noble a Compo« 
(ition. Cyrus, upon every Expedition, manifefls his Veneration 
for the Gods, and, in flwrt, upon every Occa/ion. And not on- 
ly in this Part of Xenofhon's Works, but in fomc others, (parti- 
cularly where he treats of Affairs relating to the Cavalry oi J- 
thens,) we may perceive his ftrift Adherence to the Religion he 
profcfs'd. 

Before I quit this Subjed, I mud give the Reader a Piece 
jrfiHiftory, which perhaps is not well known, but which puts the 
Matter I am treating of in a good Light. 

The Mand of Lifari was inhabited by % Sett of Pirates, * 
whofe Cuftom it was to divide amongft theiiifelves all the Spoils 
{und Booty that were taken, It happened that the Romans fcnt aa 
♦ ri(k Tit. Livium. " ' ' . — 

Offering 
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Offering, of a large Vafe of Gold to Apollo zt T>elphi^* after the 
taking of Veia, which had endured a Siege of Ten Y^ars. Thofe 
deputed by the Senate to carry this facred Prefent, were taken by 
thcfe Pirates, and carried into the Ifland. A Man, named Timaji^ 
theus^ who refembled the Romans more than thofe he governed,, 
fays the Hiftorian, Romanis vir fmilior quam fuis^ was then 
Chief of thefe Corfairs ; as foon as he knevy the Caufe of this De- 
putation, fo great was his Rcfped for the publick Charadcr of 
the Envoys, and for the facred Gift they were intruded with, fo 
great was his Veneration for the Deity to whom it was fent, that, 
not content with having inculcated thefe Sentiments into the 
rude Multitude, (who thereupon treated thefe Romans with all 
poffible Civihty, and defrayed the Expences of their Stay,) 
he efcorted them to Delphi with a Number of his Men, and 
guarded them back Ikfe to Rome. When he had accompa- 
nied them thither, the Senate (which was composed, as I have 
before obferv'd, of the wifeft and moft judicious Body of Men 
ever known in the World, ) exprefs'd their Gratitude to him 
in the ftrongeft Manner, they loaded him with Prefents, and 
granted him a Right f of Hofpitality with Rome : And that wc 
m^y fee how the fame Spirit and Maxims were purfu*d by thei2<a- 
mans whilft they remained truly Great, we muft take Notice, that 
when- the Roman Arms prevailed over Lipari, and took it above 
i5'o Years after from the Carthaginians^ they exempted the Family 
of Timafitheus for ever from paying the Tribute which was im- 
pofed upon the reft of the Inhabitants of that Ifland. 

I SHALL now conclude what I had to fay upon the Piety 
of the Ancients, with one Obfervation, which fhews the Arro- 
gance and want of Humility in all the Ancient Heathens who 
have been eminent for Virtue ; but which I fliall fpeak more ful- 
ly of in the next Sedion. We are then to remark, that they ac- 
knowledged themlclves indebted to the Gods for every thing buc 
that, which is in effed the greateft Blefling that the Deity caa 
bcflow i that is, they prayed to the Gods for all the Advantages 
which can be had in this World, except Virtue ; that they expe(3:ed 
fjr.om no other Quarter but from their own Minds. In fliortj, ^ 

* Sjte Chap. z. \ See Chap, j^ 

H h the 
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the Perfedlons wid Ornamcnri of the inward Man, were to be, 
produced from their own Source, and not l>y th^ AflTIlancc or 
the Gods. ' 

There was fomcthing exceeding whimfical as well as info- 
lent in this; for, according to my Idea, it iliould leem that the 
dircdJ: contrary is true. 

Thus Ckero, Lib. 3. Tie Natura Ueorum, fays, Judicium 
hoc omnium mortalium eji, fortunam a T)eo fetendam^ a fe iffo^ 
ftimendam ejfe /anient iam-^ they thought therefore their Thanks 
due only for worldly Acquifitions, and not for thofc of more 
Confequence, Num quis quod bonus vir ejfet gratias ^iis egit* 
unquam ? Horace has cxprcfs*d this Sentiment in few Words, 

. ■ . - Det vitam, det ofes, 

Animum itqnum mi iffe ^arabv. 

Thus Teleus tells his Son Achilles, in the Iliad 1, Juno and A//- 
nerva, fays he, may give you Vi<!Elory ; but ir is yourfelf that 
mijft conquer your Anger and Fierccnefs of Difpofirion. ^ It 
deftroys much of the Merit of their Virtues, and is the Caule 
that Virtues equal in Appearance are far inferior to fuch Virtue 
amongft Chriftians ; but I refer my Reader to my next Chap- 
ter. - • 

I HAVB now given a full Examination of all that relates to 
the Devotion of the Ancients; by which we may obferve, that 
however miftaken they were in their ObjeciJ: and Method, yet they 
had Minds much Jifpofed to Religion. The many Errors mere 
Man has run into in that refpc<ft, Imce the Fall of our Forefather, 
may be look'd upon as a Confequence of the Punifhment of his 
Guilt, which was nof to ceafe tilJ God through his infinite Good- 
nefs, by the Wifdom of that Providence which we are rather to 
adore and admire than pretend to penetrate, put a Stop to the 
wandering of the Homan Species, and gave us a Light which was 
to difpel the Darknef^ then in the World, and direA and guide 
Mankind to the proper Object: and Manner of Adoration, which 
was taught us by the blefTed Revelation of theChriftian Religion. 

♦ Sec Roinn dcs Bflks Lefireh 

I SHALJL 
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I SHALL now as briefly as may be run over thofe Virtues of 
the Ancients which have not come under our Confideration in the 
former Chapters. The judidous Reader mud be lenfible that dif- 
ferent Laws and Cuftoms, eftabliflied in different Countries, mull 
make fome Httle Variation as to the Points we are now about to 
treat of, elpecially in fcveral Cafes, as to Decency ; thus for In- 
ilance, what would have been reckoned indecent and even fcan* 
<lalous at S/arfa, was not fo at Athens or at Rame \ and {o in 
-like manner in other Countries. 

Next to their Duty to the Supreme Being, we may place that 
llcfpe<^ and Veneration which was due to their Parents ; (for that 
Duty which was owing to their Country has been dilcourfed of at 
Jarge;) and next to their Parents, the mutual Affecftion between Wives 
and Husbands: Their Fondnefs for their Children, Brothers and 
Sifters, and in general for all their Relations, will come next un- 
der our Notice. 

T Ho' Nature has laid the Foundation, and formed the firft Band 
of that Refpedl and Veneration which Children are to fliew their 
Parents; yet unkfs this be ftrengrhcnM and confirmed by a juft 
Scnfe of their Duty, it is fbon diflblv'd and broken, and Ingrati- 
tude and negligent or rude Bdiaviour is loon manifeded ; for the 
moft excellent Dilpofitions will endeavour to increafe and pro- 
mote the good Inclinations they feel to the Performance of that 
Duty by all the Force of R^afon and Philofbphy, as wicked and 
depraved Tempers will make ufe of all the Sophiftry in the World 
to confirm themfelves in their Wickednefs and Bafenefs of Mind^ 
This will hold true in almoft all, Cafes, that befides a Propenfity 
ia Nature to do what is right by its own Force, there is a Defire 
in Minds well-form'd to increale and cultivate by proper Means 
that innate Liclination. 

I SHALL not begin under this Head with thofe trite Stories 
of fome pious Daughters keeping Life in their Parents, condemned 
to die in Prilbn by that wretched Death, want of Food ; there 
are others Icis known which will ferve our Purpofc f ftill better. 

t The great and tender Friendfhip between Antigomis (one of jDexcnderh Succeflbrs) 
And his Son Demetrius^ is very remarkable j as the Reader will find in the Life of the 
latter by PlutanK * 

Hh fc A cfcRv 
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A CEHTAIN Tribune of the Roman People, named Tempo- 
nius^ cited L. Manlius to appear before the People to anfwer to 
the Accufation he had formed againft him; which confided of 
two Parts ; the one that he had prolonged the Time of his Com* 
mand, upon Pretence of finilhing a War ; the other, that he de- 
prived the Republick of the Service of an excellent young Man, 
his Son, by keeping him at home, employed to bafe and fervilc 
Purpoles. As foon as the young Manlius heard of this, be haftens 
to Romey and goes to the Tribune's Houfe ; there getting him into 
a private Room, he drew a Sword he had brought concealed, and 
zoldTom/onius, that unlefs he would fwear to defift from the Ac- 
cufation of his Father, he would then certainly put him to Death. 
The Tribune, to fave his Life,- folemnly fvvore to abandon his Dc- 
(ign; which he accordingly did. This was certainly a great Proof 
of filial Piety, which could not be diminifhed by the greateft 
Hardfhips. The Refledtion my Author, Valerius Maximus^ makes 
upon it, Ihews much good Senfe : Commendibilis eji Tietas (fays 
he,) qua Tarentibus manfuetis prafiatur, Jed Mznlms quo bo^ 
ridiorem Tatrem habuit, hoc Laudabalius fericulo ejus fubvenit^ 
quia ad eum diligendum prater naturalem Amor em nullo Indul^ 
gentile blandimento incitatus fuerai. 

This very Man, who thus was fo earneft to fuccour his di* 
ftrefsM Father, was that Manlius Torquatus who put his Son to 
Death for fighting contrary to Orders; as I have. Ihewn in my 
fecond Chapter : and this Affair evinces that Piece of Severity to 
be in no wife owing to any Inhumanity, or a want of natural 
AfTedion; fince it generally \s found, that a Tenderneis for any 
one Relation is feldom confined, but ihews icfelf in many Bran* 
ches as coming from the fame Source. 

Another Inftance is alfo worth your Notice : C. Flaminius^ 
being Tribune of the People, was eager to pafs an Agrarian Law, 
(that is, a Law for dividing certain Lands among tht Rtrntan Ci- 
tizens,) a ProjeA which allthofe who flattered the Populace ne- 
ver failed to propofe in the Roman Commonwealth : The Senate 
was ftrongly againft it j as indeed that Part of the Roman Legi- 
Hature ufually was, for they thought that (amongft other Rea- 
► fons) it rendered the inferior Clafs of Citizens too infolent and 
left governable for their Good : They therefore oppolcd this En- 
deavour 
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deavour with all their Might, and even threatened the Tribune 
with Force if he perfifted. This nothing mov'd him, but the Day 
was fixed for the Bufinefs, and the People met in full Aflembly, 
Whilft Things were in this Situation, and itfeemed highly proba* 
ble that nothing could hinder this Defign ; the Father of C. Fla^ 
miniuSy who was averfe to this Project, and to the fatal Diftrac- 
tions which muft be the Confequeuce of ir, approaches his Son's 
Tribunal, and plucks him from it by Force. 

Let us confider a warm young Man, a hot and ambitious Ma- 
giftrate, ftopt and affronted in the midd of his Gareer. Paffion ts 
apt to be powerful on (iich Occafions, without Confideration of 
the Pcrfon who is the Caule of the Mortification ! But this Ro- 
mam^ without (peakfhg one Word, fubmitted to this Treatment, 
and thought that his Father had juft Right to prevent him doing 
any thing contrary to his Sentiments.* And it is farther obferv'd, 
that the whole AfTembly of the People, who were furely much 
difappointed, and certainly for the prcfent loft more by it than 
their Tribune, rerired,'and were not heard in the leaft to murmur |,. 
fo much was Paternal Authority and Filial Piety relpe(9:ed in thofe 
Times at Romt f 

I SHALL not mentioA the heroick Valour of Scij^io, after- 
wards firnam'd Africanus^ by the Defeat of Hannibal and the 
Redudion of Carthage^, who at the Battle, when his Father com- 
roanded near the Ticinum, and where he was fatally beaten by 
the Carthaginian General, fav'd his Father's Life ; I fay, I fhall 
not much infift upon this Exploit oifthat generous Youth, becaufe 
the Romans were by their Maxims and the great honorary Re- 
wards,! always vehemently prompted to fave the Life of their 
Fellow-Citizens in Battle. 

♦ Valerius Maxhniis; 
♦ It 18 remarkable that the Romans^ who bflftowM Crowns of great Valu* (as of GoM, . 

tfc, ) upon other Occafions, gave only a Crown of Oak Leaves to thofe who had faved 
the Life of a Citizen in Battle ; arid the Reafon for it is worthy our Notice, and 

fiiews the noble Way of Thinking of thofe Lords of the World : O mores attr^ 
uos ! (fays P/f/ry,) ^' t ant c^ opera honor e.pb donaverint ! i^ - cum nHquas Coronas 
auro commendarmt [alutem Cms in pretio ejfe noburint^ clara profejjione fervari quidem bo^ 
minem nefas ejfe Lucri caufa. — " What a noUe Cuftom is this, (fays Pliny^) that thofe 
<« who fave the Life of a Man may not be actuated by a Motive of Intereft ; That 
" which Kcommcnded in fame meafure other Crowns, (that is the Richnefe of them,) 
<• was wanting here, and nothing but Glory and Honour could attend this ! " 

I 'there?*' 
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I THEREFORE go On to obfcrvc thi remarkable Teoikraels 
of two Romans of great Note in Hiftory for their Parents ; and 
thoie arc Coriolanus and Sertorius. 

The former of thelc two, after many fignal Services to bis 
Country, was baniflied by an adyerfe Fadlion ; under thele Cir- 
curaftances he gave too great a Loofe to his Refentment, and 
headed- an Army of Volfci againft Rome ; by the Terror of his 
Name, his Bravery and Military Skill, he reduced his Country* 
men to the laft Extremity, and was very near making the Voljfci 
Mafters of Rome : Perfons of all Ranks and Degrees were deputed 
to him to deprecate hi6 Revenge, but nothing could in the leaft 
ibften him ; at laft they thoi^ht fit to propofe to his Mother and 
Wife, to try if they could mollify his Wrath .- Thefe immediately^ 
accompanied by fome other Ladies, fet forward to the Enemy's 
Camp. Tlutarchy who is admirable in defcribing the PaflJoQS 
and Difpofitions of Men, makes the Thing as it were prefent to us 
by his inimitable Defcription. 

Coriolanus, lays he, was fitting upon his Military Tribu- 
nal, environed by his Officers, and with the Marks of his Dig- 
nity, when he perceived this long Train of Women, and at their 
Head his Mother ; he gueisM their Errand, but refolv'd to re- 
main inflexible : But as ibon as his Mother drew near^ Nocture 
and his own excellent Temper were too potent for him ; he leapM 
from his Seat, ran to her, and fell upon her Neck, and there re- 
mained Ibme Time in the moft affciiionatc Embrace, thus ihew- 
ing his Fondncis, and the Tendernefs of his Soul by many Tears* 
Alter a moft tender and afTedionate Speech of this Lady to her 
Son, at the End of which ihe caft hcrfeif at his Feet, this Ge- 
neral, like one flruck with Amazement and Horror at this Hu- 
miliation, and mov'd by the Force of her Difcourfe, takes her up 
with the tendered Expreflion of Duty ; Ah Mother, fays he, 
what are you doing? What will be the Confcquence* of this ? 
You have gained a happy Victory for Romey but believe me. you 
have loft your Son : This he laid, becaufe he forcfaw that the 
Volfci would not forgive him for quitting this almoft certain Con- 
queft, for they would not lympathize with His AfFe*(aions; how- 
ever, he drew ofF their Troops, made a Peace with Rome, and 
at his Return to the Volfci to give an Account of his ConduA, 
he was foon murdered- A r 
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A T the Beginning of the Life of this famous Roman, we may 

obfcrve this great Pondnels for his Mother; and from rhcnce the 

Reader is eafily prepared for -the Action I have recounted; for 

Plutarch it\h us, that this G^/Vj A/^jm/^j", firnamM Coriolanus^. 

for his glorious Conqueft of O^rioli, loft his Father whilft he 

was very young, and was brought up by his Mother, for whom 

he had lb ftrong an Affe(3:ion by Sfatute, heightened by a 

juft Scnfe of his Duty, that noth-ing could exceed it : " Och<rrSy. 

" fays my Author, make Glory their Aim in all their noble Ex- 

^ ploits ; but thij Roman made the Satisfadion and Content-^ 

" ment of his Mother his only Vipw. His chief Felicity, His 

^ greateft Pride was, to have her hear the Praifes given him 

'* for his great Acftious ; to lee her handle the Crowns given him- 

^*^ by his Generals or his Soldiers, for his glorious Exploits; and 

" to have her embrace him at his Return from War with Tears- 

" of Joy! 

And to fhew his Obedience, when fhe requeftcd of him that 
he would marry, that flic might not have her Family extinc!^, he 
did fo; and notvvitliftanding that, continued to live with her in 
the fame Houfe. Here is an Example of ftlial Duty and Tendcr- 
nefs ! Which is ftill ftrongcr, when found in flich a General, a 
Man trained up to Arms from his Youth, (as indeed all the Ro- 
mnns were,) and who was all his Life employed in Military Af- 
fairs ! 

Sertorius, whom 1 have mentioned before as one of the 
greateft Generals amongft the Romans, who, at the Head of an 
Axmy oi Spaniards, (no Ways comparable to the RomanTtoo^iy 
by his great Genius, made Head againft, and often defeated old 
Metellus ^nA the great Tompey^ and would have put them to mucb 
more Trouble had he not been bafely aftaflinated by that Villaia 
^er/enna ; this Perfbnagc was fo very fond of his Mother, (for 
his Father died whilft he was almoft an Infant,) that at the Time 
he was at the Head of a powerful Army, and entering upon great 
Defigns, he was fo violently affeded with the News of her Death, 
that he remained fhut up in his Tent feven Days, without giving , 
out any Orders to his Troops ; and it was with the greateft Dif- 
ficolry imaginable, that his Officer^ Slmoft forc'd bim ta conquer 

this* 
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this Melancholy and Dcfpalr, to perform the Duties of his Com- 
.siand. 

Before I leave t\it Romans, I mud not omit obferving to the 
Reader the great Refpcd Vltny ihews to the Memory of his 
Parents, in that Letter of which I have given a Tranflation in 
my jth Chapter ; wherein he lays, that no Confidcration can 
make him part with that Part of his Eftate, which was left him 
cither by his Faflier or Mother. 

W E muft now turn our Eyes to the Greeks ; and here we ihall 
behold great Proofs of filial Duty and Tendernefs* 

I SHALL give Cimon the firft Place, for his A<9:ion was re- 
markable. The Athenians had condemned his Father Miltia* 
JeSy one of their Generals, very unjuftly, to a large pecuniary 
MulA. He not having Fortunes fufficient to pay that inmienfe 
Fine, was caft into Prifbn, and there died ; his InftTfficiericy to 
fttisfy the Law, was a Pretence for not permitting his Body to 
be buried. Cimon, then very young, but ftrack with Horror at 
this Barbarity, and prefsM by the Affedion he bore his Father, 
(for the Ancients, as I have faid elfewhere, laid a great Strefs 
upon the Burial of their Dead,) befides, refle<fting upon this In- 
dignity to the Memory of his Parent, generoufly refolvM to re- 
deem the Body ffom this Treatment, and give Repofe to his Fa- 
ther's Shade ; he therefore gives himfelf up to the Magiftrates, 
and defires he may remain in Bonds, that Miltiades's Corpfc 
may have the Honours of Burial. This was accordingly accepted^ 
and thus this noble, this heroick Youth, was kept in Prifbn for 
fcme Time, until the Money was paid : But about the Method of 
its being paid, Authors do not agree. 

Valerius Maximus elegantly Ipeaks of this Matter, and thus 
addrcfles Cimon himfelf. 

** Nee te quidem Cimon Jilentio involvam, qui S^atri tuo 
•* Sepulturam voluntaries vineulis emere non dubitafii ! Nam 
*^ evfi maxime tibi foftea & Ciw S? Tiucievadere eontigit% flus 
" tamen aliquanto Laudis in Carcere^ quam in Curia ajfectuus 
^* ,es. Cater/e enim virtutes admirationis^ tantummodo nuiltum 
** Tietas vero etiam amoris flurimum mereturr It was from 
this Piece of Hiftory, I believe, that Mr. Rowe took that Part of 
his Chara<aej: of Altamont^ <a his Fair Tenkent^ which is by 

much 
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much the brightcd Part of it ; the Lines are beautiful, and with 
a little Alteration will fuit Cimonx Altamont iays to Horatio^ 
faking of Scioltos's Bounty to him. 

By Heaven^ he found my Fortunes fo abandon^ dy 
. That nothing but a Miracle could raife them ; 
My Father's Bounty and the State's Ingratitude, 
Had Jirij>fd him bare, nor left him ev'n a Grave : 
Undone myfelf and Jinking with his Ruin^ 
I had no Wealth to bring, ngthing to fuccour him 
But fruit lefs Tears. — . 

Horat. Tet what thou couldji, thou didft. 
And didji it like a Son ; when his hard Creditors^ 
^rg'd and aJJJJied by LotharioV Father, 
(Foe ^0 thy Houfe and Rival of their GreatnefsJ 
By Sentence of the cruel Law, forbid 
His venerable Corpfe to rejl in Earthy 
Thou gaveji thy fe If a Ranfom for his Bones ; 
fFith Tiety unfommon didfi give up 
Thy hopeful Touth to Slaves who ne'er knew Mercy ; 
Sour, unrelenting^ Money-loving Villains, 
Who laugh at human Nature and Forgivenefs, 
And are like Fiends the Factors for ^eJiruBion. 
Heaven, who beheld the pious AB, approved it. 
And bid ScioltosV Bounty be its Troxy^ 
To blefs thy filial Virtue with Abundance ! 

The gr^t Re/peca and Veneration of Cleomenes, King of 
Sparta, for his Mother, has already been taken Notice of;* and 
that of Alexander the Great for his Mother Olympias^ is well 
known. I fliall for this Reafon pafs on to that of Epaminondas, 
for both his Parents* 

This great Man amongft his many Virtues, (for truly no Man 
unallifled by Grace had more,) was eminently noted for his great 
Affection for his Father and Mother, as appears in the greateft 
Splendor in this Inflance : When by the famous Battle at Leuc^ 

♦ Sec Chap, u 
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tra^ he had raifed the Gloty of Thebes^ 'till then in Obfoirity, 
and humbled haughty Sparta, the whole People of Greece had 
fix'd their Admiration on him, and looked upon him as the great- 
eft Man, and the greateft General in the World ; in the midft of 
this univerfal Applaufe, he fccmed to have no other Pleaiiire nor 
Satisfadion but this, *' My Joy, (fays he,) upon this great E- 
** vent, proceeds from the Reflection, how much my Victory will 
** pleafe my Father and Mother, how great their Satisfa&ion will 
** be to hear of the Behaviour and Succefs of their Son!*'f 

I T H I N K I have given * Examples fufficient to fliew how clofe- 
ly the Ancients kept to this great Duty, (of which evqn Nature 
has laid the firft Foundation, but which would decay without a 
Superftrudure ;) I fhall not therefore infift upon many more of 
the fame Species, frequent in ancient Hiftory, as of Amphmwius 
and Anapus^ in Valer. Maxim, who carried thfcir Paciots lafe 
on^ their Shoulders thro' the Flames of j£fna^ of Cleobis and £i^ 
ton^ (mentioned in the Sfediator ;) of one Tulto, a Soldier in the 
Garrilon of Ti^na, when hcf\cgcd by the RomanSy who had taken 
his Father Captive, and threatened to kill him in the Sight of his 
Son, unlefs he, who guarded one of the Gates, would yield them 
Paffagb ; the Youth rufhed in amongft the Roman Troops alone, 
cither to refcue his Father, or die with him, but Fortune favoured 
his Attempt, and prelcrv'd them both : I lay, I fhall not dwell up- 
on thefe, but only obferve^ that all Nations have agreed in theie 
Sentiments. 

Some have gone (b far as to have no Laws againft Tarricides^ 
as not believing fiich a Crime poffible in the Nature of Man^ as 
\ Solon at Athens : Others, better perfuaded of the Depravity of 
of Mankind, have eftablilhed the moft horrid Puniflmients wnich 

t Plut. in Coriolan. - * 

« We may remark the mat Refpe6t of Children toParents^ tytnmPsrlia^ by what 
Xfmpbm lays of Cyrus the Ureat,, and alfo in what Alexander fays to Sifigambii in ^umm 
Curtius : &/a, apud vos (fays that Conqueror} in cmjpe^ matris nefia effi cmjidin^ nifi 
lib pennifit. 

X Ciaro fiiys of him in his Oration for Mo/am Ammmts — ScfinAir fmffi £dtur^ aim 
if $$ mbiljimxirity ptod atttta ammffiim non erat s ne^ mn tarn prMien^ fuam admmiri 
videretur. — Thus we fee Sokn was afraid of prohibiting the Corruption of a Crime un- 
known at ^binsy left by that he might unfortunately teach his Fellow Citizsens what 
they bad as yet 00 Idea of» 

could 
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could be invented ; and all, in Truth, little enough for fb abomi- 
nable a Crime; as at Rome they fewed them up in a Sack with 
venomous Animals and threw them into the Sea. In /hort, it is I 
think clear, that all People amongft the Ancients (in Europe efpe* 
cially,) are of one Mind in this, and therefore I proceed to the 
next Article ; having firft obferved, that they juftly thought, all 
want of Refpeifl, all Deficiency of Duty and Affection, to be at 
lead a Degree of Parricide ; and that the lame Spirit, urg'd to 
greater Lengths by Pailion^ or other Circumflances, would not 
fail going fb far. 

W H A.T next comes under our Examination, \% the Condud: of 
the Ancients, and their Behaviour in that Relation, which amongft 
us is the Bane or Cordial of Life, I mean the Married State.^ 

I T was under very different Circumflances with them, to what 
it is with us ; and fhould methinks, by that very difference of 
Circumflances, be much more veneri^le and augufl amongfl us 
than among them ; yet we fhall find that they carried their Senti- 
ments and Behaviour to a much greater Sublimity than is general* 
ly to be met with at prefent in the Worl4> efpecially if we confi- 
der, as I faid, their different Situation, as to that Matter; for with 
us it is jufl as Adam expreffes it in MiUon's Taradife Loft : 

•— ' I now fee 

Bone of my Bone^ Flejh of wy Fl^Jhy myfelf 
Before me ; Woman is her Name^ of Man 
Extra^ed\ for this Caufe be Jhall forego 
Father and Mother^ and f his fVife adhere. 
And they Jhall be one Flejh^ one Hearty one Soul. 

I SHALL not expatiate upon the Felicity or Mifery of this 
State, and what a Goodncfs of Temper and Prudence of Conduft 
it requires to make it anfwer its original Defign ; this has been 
done by many excellent Writers, particularly in thofc inimitable 
Pieces of the Tatlers, Sfedtators and Guardians^ where theSub- 

♦ Cato the Ccnfor Was fo ftmd a Husband, that PhUarcb fays he chofe rather to be 
efteemed a good Husband than a great Senator, And one Thing, for which he much 
admired the divine Socrates j was his great Patience, in bearing the violent Temper and 
ill Humour of )m Wife Xantippe^ which he did to cxercife his Virtue. 

I i X jcdk 
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jed is treated with great Delicacy, Judgment and Wit ; and in wbicb 
nothing is wanting to put all that Matter in the cleared View. 

A s amongft the Ancients, their Marriages were not for Life, 
unlefs they pieafed, it does make the Cafe very different ; and 
perhaps through the Perverfenefs of Mankind, might be Ibme rea^- 
fon why both Parties fliould bear liich Things with Eafe, from a 
Confideration that they might be freed from them if they would, 
which they would have thought intolerable, had they been fior* 
ced to have borne them during their whole Lives. 

This, I fay, might be fo ; but then, on the other Hand, it 
lefTen'd methinks greatly the Sacredneis and Majefty of fuch aa 
Union ; and if I may fo (peak, made them lefs one Flefh ; theip 
Interefts, their Fortunes in all refpec^s could not be lb clofe^r 
fmited, and it had too much the Air of Concubinage only : For 
though the Divorce amongft both Greeks and Romans, and other 
Nations, was firft eftabliflied to prevent thofe Diftaftes which 
fome times are apt almoft inevitably to arile between Man and Vfik^ 
from natural Caufes; and for this other Reafon too, to people the 
State ftill more ; yet th^e two Reafons we may imagine were not 
always the Caufe of Separation : Incontinency and a Deflre of 
Change had often the greateft Part on both Sides, which thc}( 
encouraged and indulged to a great Height in the latter Times ; 
and the more fo, as they knew there was no Neceflity to put 
^hemfeives to any Trouble to conquer their irregular Dtefir^s,. fmcc 
they had it in their Power to (atisfy them. 

This made the State of Marriage certainly deferve much left 
Veneration amongft them, than it ought to be in amongft us. The 
Ceremonies indeed amongft both Greeks and Romans, were very 
folemn upon the Occafion, and Religion always intervened. But 
what of that, if People could part upon Caprice, if they had but 
the leaft plaufible Reafon to give ? 

Yet wc find that in the better and earlier Times of Green 
and Rome^ Divorces were very rare, and they muft have beea 
upon very good Grounds. Valerius Maximus tells us, that na 
fuch thing was heard oiztRome^ not till 5'io Years after its Foun- 
dation : Repudium inter Vxorem tS Virum^ a Conditd urbe uj^ 
que ad vicefimum G? quingentefimum annum nullum intercejjit: 
Trimus autem Sp. Carvilius Vxorem Jierilitatis caufd dimijTt^ 
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^i quanquum tolerabili Rat tone Motus 'Oidebstur Refrehenjlone 
tamen non caruit : quia nee Cupiditatem quidem Liber orum cott^ 
jHgali fidei profani debuijfe arbitrabantur. 

And the fame Author tells us» that two of the Roman Cen« 
£brs expell'd a Senator for Repudiating his Wife, without firft af- 
Ambling any of his Friends to give his Reafbns: Nullo amicorum 
in conJUium adhibito ; that is, for doing a thing of that Moaient 
too lightly. 

This was the high Opinion the Ancients had of Matrimony 
in the Times that Virtue was cherifli'd amongft them ; and tho' 
Divorces were allowed of, yet it was not decent upon every Trifle ;t 
but this, when Vice and Luxury got the better of true Simplicity 
of .Manners, was foon broke through ; fooner indeed in fom6 
Nations than others, according as each People were more or lefe^ 
kept within Bounds by Laws, or were more or left tenacious and: 
oblervant of them. For all thefe Matters the Reader mull con- 
folt thole Authors whom I have already recommended, which 
are in almoft every Body's Hands. 

I MUST oblerve now, that Adultery was in general Detefta- 
tioa aiBongft all Nations, and Adulterers and Wives fo offending, 
were feverely and ignominioufly puniihed, and in fome Countries^ 
with Death ; but here we muft alio take Notice, that in different 
Nations they bad different Notions of Adultery, and in fome Pla- 
ces their Conceflious that Way were very large, as at Sparta ;. 
for there, and in fome other States, they judged mutual Confent 
of Husband and Wife to be no Adultety. How wide this is of' 
true Purity, I leave the Reader to judge^ 

Since then Marriage was* not in that degrea»of Sublimity aS' 
with us, fince that State in its very Effence amongft them was* 
not (6 facrcd and venerable as it mould be with us; it will be 
more furprifing to obferve, notwithftanding this, how religidufly 
it was refpeded by (everal great Perfonages of Antiquity, who 
furpals'd the Generality of the Cbriftian World in their Proceed- 
ings upon an Inftitution which was far inferior to that edabliili'd 
amongft us. 

There are in Valerius Maximus^ leveral Inftances of Huf- 
bands who thought their Lives of no Account when they oame 
in Competition with the Tendernefs they had for their Wives. 

The. 
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The firft is That attefted by this Aathor, anchby Tlmy the 
Elder, and by others ; which, I muft confeft, has fabulous Cir- 
cumftances attending it -.It is this; Ttb. Gracchus^ Father of the 
two famous Gracchi, chanced to find two Serpents in his Houfe, 
one Male, the other Female ; having confulted the Soothfayers 
upon this, (as was uiual in iuch Cafes) he was told, that which 
foever of the two he fliould chufe to kill, the Male or Female^ 
it would be the caufe either of his or his Wife's Death ; he there- 
fore immediately deftroy'd the Male, and fet the Female at Liber- 
ty, and thus preferred his Wife's Life to his own. But I ihail 
not inftft much upon this, but proceed to (bme more probable. 

Here we find two Pcrlbns of the fame Name,^ C. Vlautius 
Numida^ -who both fell upon their Swords not to furvive their 
dead Wives. This finely is the higheft AfFedion ; and tho' not 
allow'd by our Religion, nor indeed in any Senfe can be rights 
yet it (hews the ftrong Idea thofe Romans had, that Life witlK>at 
their dear Companions would not be tolerable; that all for the 
future would be dark and uncomfortable without the Prefcnce of 
rhofe who added Plealure and Satisfaction to all the Joys in Life, 
and diminifh'd, by their kind Participation, all the Une^nefles 
and Sorrows of this World I 

But to leave iuch tragick Circumftances, and c6me more into 
Common Life; the Elfeem, Veneration, Regard and AfTedion 
Ihewn to their Wives by two of the greateft Genius's and moft 
accompliflied Perfons of Antiquity, I mean Cicero and Tliny the 
Younger, have already been taken notice of in this Nation in the 
moft beautifiil Light, in th* Tatler and SfeSiator ; in the former, 
the Reader will peafe to perufe the 149th Paper, in which are ibme 
Letters from TUny to his Wife Calfhurnia^ in which the greatefl 
Tendernefe is manifefted, joined with the moft s^reeable Delica- 
cy ; and alfo in the i5'9th Tatler^ Sir Richard Steele has 
given the Publick a Tranflation of fome very affedionate Epiftles 
from Cicero to his Wife Terentia, whilft Jbe was in Exile. In 
die S'^si\\Sfe6iator, the Reader will alfo find a Letter from Tlimy 
to his Wife's Aunt Hijpulla^ wherein he deforibes his Wife's Af- 
fe<^ion for him, and his for her, and confequently his Happineis» 

X Valerius Maximua, 

in 
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in a manner truly elegant, and well worthy that illuftrions i?*- 
man. 

If we now take a View of the Greeks, we fhalf find Husbands 
full of tender Regard for their Wives : Cleomenes King of Sparta 
is taken notice of by Tlutarch for his Fondnefs for his Wife 
uEgiatis ; and what the Reader will be fiirprifed at, this Author 
blames the famous Cimon for being too much captivated, and too 
much poflcfs^d by his violent Aflc<aion for his Wife, as may be 
obferved in his Life. • 

2)i^«, whom we have mentioned for his great *Quali ties more 
than once, is, I think, a very remarkable Inftance of true Regard 
and Tendernefs for his Wife ; ♦ for when by the unjuft Command 
of the Tyrant T^tonyfius^ who had baniflied her Husband, fte 
had been forced to marry another Perfon, (to which methinks flie 
too tamely confented,) this magnanimous Sicilian^ when he had 
aboliflied the Tyranny at Syracufe^ and confequently came again 
to the Poflcjffion of his Wife, fhew'd no fort of Refentment, bur 
cook b^ home to bis Houfe, and us'd her in the kindell Mannen 

It is now time that we do the other Sex Juflice, and fhew that 
they have performed their Parts equally well amongft the An<* 
cients. f The Stories of Tortia, Wife of M. Brutus, and Arria^ 
Wife of TatuSy as alfo that of Artetnifia^ Confort of King Mdu- 
fileus^ are what mod People are acquainted with } I ihall therefore 
produce others left known. 

Cleombrotus, a Spartan, married the Daughter of Leonidas^ 
one of the Kings of Sparta, who was afterwards dethroned and 
forced to leave his Kii^dom through fome Commotions in the 
State, and Cle(mkr$tus was made King in bis room ; this was a 
nice Jundure for the Daughter ; but the virtuous Chehnide (for 
that was her Name) jufled heroically in this, as well as in the fol« 
lowing Turn of Fortune, for ihe became a Suppliant for her af-^ 
flr(3:ed Father^ and exprefsM her Refentment againft her Husband 
for uiurping the Throne; but it chanced, by a fudden Alteration 
of Affairs, that Leonidas reafcended the Throne of Sparta, and 
Cleombrotus was in his Turn fent into Banifhment ; then ihe, 
who had ihew'd herfelf fb excellent a Daughter, manifefled her-- 

• Ftdf Plut. in DicMir f Pkit imd Valcr. Maximus^ 
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felf to be as good a Wife 4 for after many lutrcatics^nd Supplica- 
tions to her Father in behalf of her Husband, finding nothing 
could prevail, this Heroine takes one of her Children in her Arms, 
and gives the other to Cleotnbrotus^ and thus went with him chear- 
fuljy into Exilc^ notvvithftanding all the Perfuafions of her Father 
to flay with him. 

Tlutarcb\ Opinion of this Affair \% highly worthy of fiich aa 
Hiflorian : " Had (lays he) Cleombrotus not been blinded by Am- 
" bition, he would have .thought himlelf infinitely happier in Ba- 
^' nilliment with liich a Princefs, fo affedionate and excellent a 
^ Wife, tUan upon the greatefl Throne in the World, where fuch 
^^ Proofs of Tendernefs would have been wanting. 

Not unlike this, is that generous Behaviour of Tbefta, Sifter 
to T^ionyjius the Elder, Tyrant of Sicily ^ who was married to 
Yoljxenes: ThisPerfon was concerned in fome Conlpiracy againft 
the Tyrant, and' fled from Syracufe ; upon this T^lonyjius fent 
for his Sifter, and queftion'd her levcrely about this private Dc* 
parturc of her Husband ; fhe boldly anfwered him, that had fhc 
beeii informed of the Defign oiTolyxenes^ fhe had certainly gone 
with him, and therefore her being then in Syracufe^ was a plain 
Pxoof that fhe was ignorant of the Matter; ** For, fays fhe, I 
•* had rather be lookM upon as the Wife of the banifh'd Tolyxe^ 
** nes^ than remain here as the Sifter of the Tyrant of my Coon- 
*' try. {Tint, in T>ion.) The Hiftorian farther obferves, that the 
Syracufans were fb feolible of the Merit of this Lady, that when 
the Tyranny was totally deftroy*d, they ftill treated her as aPrin- 
cefs, and at her Death all the People accompanied her Body at 
her Funeral, to do Honour to her Memory. 

Next to thefe we may take notice of Thuria^ Wife of Lu- 
cretius^ who preferved her Husband by concealing him with 
great Care in her Apartment, during thofe* cruel and . infamous 
Profcriptions pradifed by the Triumvirs at Rome : f And alfo 
of Sulpcia, who, tho* diligently watched by her Mother Julia^ 
yet difguifed herfelf in a mean Habit, and fled with two or three 
Attendants only to her Husband, Lentulus Crujlellio^ who was 
jforccd into Sicily to avoid thofe vile Profcriptions, which are ftill 

* Valerius MaxioiU5« f Ibid^ 

a Scan* 
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a Scandal and an Infamy to the Memory of thofe who could be 
guilty of (uch Horrors. 

We arc not to forget the Angular Condelcenfion and Affedion 
of Emilia^ Wife of the firft Scipo AfrlcMHUs • for this Lady hav- 
ing obfcrved that her Husband had a Weaknefs for one of her 
Women, was fo far from relenting it, that flie never took the 
leaft Notice of it to him, or any one t\k^ left (lays my Author, 
Valer. Maxim.) that ftich an Affair might publifh the Inconti- 
nency of the Conqueror of jifrica ; Ne ^omitorem Qrbis Afri- 
cani Fmmina Imfudicttia reum ageret ; and after his Death fhe 
took care to marry her welL 

Before we leave the Romans, we muft obferve the great 
Fondnels of Julian Daughter of Julius Cafar, for her Husoand 
the great Tomfey : For oy accident fhe law his Garment brought 
home befmear'd with Blood, and immediately fancy'd he was 
kiird ; upon this fhe mifcarry'd, and fbon after died. 

Even amongft the Barbarians^ we may find this conjugal Af- 
&<3:ion manifefted in the moft beroical Manner ; for Hifjicratea^ 
Wife of Mithridates^ that brave King of Tontus who fb long 
oppofed all the Power of the Romans^ and who bein^ at laft con- 
quered by Tompey, was forced to fly through defart Places to 
efcape the Vidor, accompanied him in his Flight in Man's Ajp* 

?arel on Horfeback, with much Conftancy and Fortitude. The 
liftorian * truly obferves on this Occafion, fpeaking of her, Cujus 
tanta Fides aj^erarum atque difficilium rerum Mithridati maxi^ 
mum Solatium ^ jucundiffimum Lenimentum fuit ; Cum T)om9 
enim ® Tenatibus vngari fi crtdidit, u^ore fimul exulante. 

I N my former Chapter I have Ihewn how much the Ancients 
were fenfible of the Pleafiires and Duties of Frtendfhip ; we may 
from thence eafily infer that they could not fail of feeling as they 
ought the Movements of Brotherly AfFedion. 

This feems a Species of Friendfhip pointed out by Nature, 
and ftrengthen'd by its Bands; for whom can one chufe, me- 
thinks, more aptly than him who fprings from the* fame Root 
'that we do ? who has the fame Origin, is the fame Flefh, and 

* Vakrius Maximus. 
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ihould have in general the fame Intereft> as Marcus well expref^ 
fes it : 

Thanks to my Stars ^ I have not rangd about 

The mids of Life, e'er I could find a Friend i 

Nature firfi pointed out my Portias to mCy 

And early taught me by her fecret Force 

To love thy Ter/bn^ e'er I knew thy Merits 

Till what was InJiinSt grew uf into Friendjhip. C a t o. 

Thus is the Friendihip which ought to arifc from Brotherly Lore 
well defcribed, and rach as fhould be foundamongft all who bear 
that Relation to each other. 

O F this the Ancients were fully fcnfible, as appears by many 
Inftances, of which I (hall as briefly as poflible bring three ox 
four. 

The Tendernefs of the great Scipio, firnamed Africasius, for 
his Brother, deferves our Admiration; this illofirious RsmaUy who 
had conquered the Carthaginians, and vanquiih*d the famous Ham^ 
nibal in the laft Battle, almoft under the Walls of Carthage \ this 
great Man had the Misfortune to fee a Contention between his 
Brother and his Friend Lalius, for both being Confuls^ each were 
carneft with the Senate to have the Province of AJia decreed him, 
(I need not tell the Reader that each Conful had inch a Part of 
the Empire allotted him,) becaufe which foever was to commaad 
there, was to have an ample Field for Renown, by takii^ upon 
him the whole Care of •the War ^ainft Antiocbus. 

The Senate was in much Sulpence which of the two ihoald 
btf chofen ; but at laft the Majority feem'd to incline to Lselius^ 
as being of more Experience, and coniequently fitter for fuch an 
important Bufinefs : Scifio refleding upon the Heart-breaking and 
even Aflront this would be to his Brother, generoufly told the 
Senate, that if they would give this Command to his Brother, if 
they would 'fend him General againft Antiochus, he would go 
W}th him, and ferve under him as his Lieutenant, and thereby a£.* 
fiil him with his Perfon and Advice. 

What 
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W H A T a glorious Proof of Fraternal AfFcdion is here ! the 
Conqueror of the great Hannibal, the Man who had humbled 
the haughty Republick of Carthage, vouchfafes to go with his 
younger Brother in an inferior Poll, to augment and raile his Re- 
putation ! an Adion truly worthy of the noble Family of the 
Seipo^s I Valer. Maxim'us fays, he went, Major natu Minori, for* 
tijhnus imbelliy fS gloria excellens, Laudis imp, ® quod fuper 
omnia eji, nondum Afiatico jam Africanus. Itaque clartjfimorum 
cognominum alterum fumpfit, alterum dedit ; Triumphique Tra- 
textam hujus except, illius tradidit ; Mintfterio aliquanto Ma^ 
Jcr^ quam frater Imprio. 

Next we may ohikvst Marcus Fabius\ this Pcrfon had gain- 
ed a fignal Vidory over the Enemies^ of Rome, for which he had 
a Right to demand the Honours of a Triumph ; which was the 
Thing in the World the mofl fought for by the Romans, during 
the whole Continuance of their Empire ; but this General abl<v 
lutely refufed to accept of thefc Marks of Glory, and would not 
enter the City amidft the Joys and Acclamations of a Triumph, 
bficaufe his Brother had loft his Life in that very Battle which ea- 
titled him to thefe Honours.* Such Behaviour as this, fuch Sen- 
timents, were more glbrious^ much more to his Reputation, than 
a thoufand Triumphs! 

C A T o the Younger is recorded by Tlntarch for his great Fond- 
nefe for his Brother Capio ; for when Ibme Letters brought him 
the fatal News of his being dangeroufly ill at JEnus, a Town in 
Thrace^ Cato immediately embarked in the firft little VefTel he 
could find, in ftormyand tempeftuous Weather, and failed with all 
poifible Expedition from Thejfalonica ; but he arrived too late, for 
Capo was juft dead ; he then threw himfclf in Defpair upon the 
dead Body, and embraced it with abundance of Tears, and was at 
a moft prodigious Expence for his Funeral, and erected a Monu- 
ment to his Memory. All this was ftill more remarkable in a 
Man of fo philofophical a Temper as Cato is well Jknown to have 
been of. 

W E find in Valerius Maximus^ an Inftance of this AfTedrion 
in a lower Rank of Men than thofe we have hitherto been fpeak- 

^ Vakriu9 MaxHixtf. 
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ing of; for he tells us, that a Soldier in Tomfeys Army having 
flain another in the Army of Sertorius, and going to ftrip him 
as he lay dead, he found him to be his Brother ; upon this, he 
carried him near his own Camp, and haying covered him with 
the beft Garment he had, he fet fire to his Funeral Pile, and then 
fell upon the fame Sword that had done the £ital Deed, and thus 
both were burnt together. 

I T now remains that we confider the Affcdion of the An- 
cients towards their Children ; but this is a Tendernefs (b natural, 
and fo independent of our Will, that it is what the worft of Man- 
kind are not without ; yet there ^re Methods of (hewing it to 
f>rove the Affedion to be better gf ounded than to proceed blind« 
y from Inftind:, and better managed and conduced, more to the 
Benefit of the Perfons beloved, and more to the Honour of thofc 
who manifeft that Love; and this is by giving good Education to 
their Children, by forming them to Virtue by Precepts and by 
Example ; this was in fbme States thus fettled by wife Legiflators, 
as at Sparta 1 but in all Countries which were not really Barba^ 
rians^ Parents always gave evident Proofe of their tender Love 
for their Children, of their rational Afledion for them, by a true 
Care in forming them to Virtue and glorious Adions. Ancient 
Hiftory is fuH of Inftances of the great Care both of Greeks 
and Romans in infpiring noble Sentiments into their Children, and 
making them ufeful to their Country and themfelves; but nothing 
could conduce more to this, than the excellent Examples they fee 
them by their own Condud:. 

And though it does not always follow that Children imitate 
the Virtues of their Parents, or indeed their Vices, yet certainly 
it generally fpeaking is io ; and in vain may we hope lor a virtu- 
ous Race, if we are not {o ouifelves: In hue, it is ihewing iuch 
Afiedion to our Children by good Education, that diftin^flies 
as from Brates; for an ill-govern^d Tcndernefe to our Of^iprmg, 
is little better than aWeaknefi in Nature, especially iua rational 
Creature ; it is our Condud in this Point that (hould make the 
difference of Love to Children between a Nobleman and a Peafant. 

I SHALL not long infill upon this Point; there are ib many 
excellent Treatifes extant upon the Subjed, that I can add no-^ 
things only this I muft obferve, that in my humble Opinion the 
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IVIetbod of Education in Vogue in general in the World, and par- 
cularly here among thoie who pretend to Superiority in Rank and 
Genius, is to give too much to Knowledge and other Acquifitions, 
and too little to Morals ; thefe are atmoft totally negled:ed, and 
Religion in Children is what is the lad Thing thought of; thefe 
two are infeparabie with us, and who fails in the one^ muft in 
the other, whatever thole who vainly think themfclves wife may 
imagine and aflert, as I hope to make it appear before I finifh 
this Work. 

W E fee the greatefl Genius's of Antiquity made it their pecu- 
liar Study to Urengthen the Morals* of their Children : Cicero^ 
the Oracle of Old Rome, has addrefs'd one of his befl and mofl 
ufeful Treatifes to his Son, which contains the mofl neceflary In* 
ilrudions for his Conduct towai'ds Mankind. 

Thocion and Tericles amongft the Greeks were extreamly an- 
suous'^about the Education of their Sons ; and tho' thefe three il- 
liiftrious Perfbnages faiFd, yet it was none of their Faults if their 
Sons did not inherit every Virtue. 

To thefe we may add the great Precautions the elder Cato 
took in inftruding his Son ; lie uught him himfelf the Grounds 
of thofe Virtues be pradis'd, and with his own Hand wrote him 
out Hiftories io large Charai^ers, of fiich Things and fuch Actions 
as might ftimulate him to what was laudable: And we mayobierve 
the Opinion he had that Morals were to be regarded, in the A« 
vcffenefs he fhew'd to thoje Accompliihments which began to be 
introduced amongfhrfie i^^«w» Youth by the Philofbphers, which 
he apprehended might corrupt their Morals and Innocency of 
Manners. 

We have related in another Chapter how ^Fabius Maximus 
made Trial of his Son^s Behaviour whilfl: he was Confiil ; and we 
may take Notice in Tlutarch^ how much the renowned ^ Taulus 
Emilius endeavoured, to train up his Sons to imitate his glorious* 
Deeds. 

* This great Man was extremely careful to form his Children to Virtue^ and to adomi 
them with every Accomplifhment, and would, notwithftanding his great £m[Joyments». 
be often prefent himfelf at their Leflbna. and Exercifes ; and in general we may take 
Notice, that the L^iflators of Sparta^ Athens and Pirfia^ and of many other Countrio,, 
made the good EducatioA of Youth thcirprincipal Views and Endeavouxi. 

Fabiut^ 
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Fdbtus Rullianus is an Exatnple of a well-judgM Tcnderncis 
for his Son : This venerable Pcrfon, after five Confulfhips, in 
which he had performed many great A(9:ions, would abfbluteiy in 
an extream Old Age accompany his Son to a difficult and hazar* 
dous War, in which he commanded the Troops of the Republick, 
and went with him in an inferior Poft ; thus to aflift him with 
his Advice, which was founded upon long Experience : And when 
this Son obtained the Honours of a Triumph, this worthy Fa- 
ther followed his Triumphal Chariot on Horfe-back, pleasM and 
overjoyM with the Work of his own Hands : Idem Triumphantis 
Currum^ equo injidens^ fequi, quern iffe parvulum Triumpbis 
futs gejiaveraty in maxima voluptate pofuit ; nee acceffbr gloriofk 
illius Tomp^y fed au6tor fpeSiatus eft* 

Others there were, who ihew'd a great and vehement Af* 
fedion for their Children, at nice Jundlures, where their own 
Lives or Paflions were nearly concerned. The Story of King 
Seleucus, with his "Dt^r Antiochus, is well known, and extreme- 
ly well told in the i8fth Tatl&r. 

And this, in Valer. Maximus^ is very ftrong: OSfavius Bal- 
buSy profcribed by the' Triumvirate ^ fled from his Houfe, and c- 
fcaped his Aflaflins ; but upon being told they were murdering his 
Son, he immediately returned to refcue him, and was flain upon 
the Spot that Inftant : Aiiferos Adolefcenfn oculos quibus aman^ 
tijjimum fui Tatrem ipfius opera fie expirantem intueri neceffe 
fuit! 

I T is by this Time I believe very clear, that the Ancients were 
very fenfible of thole Duties which attend the neareft Relations 
in Life; and that according to the Genius of each People, and 
the Laws eftablifhed among them, all thole who pretended to the 
Efteem of Mankind, or to the Contentment which is the Confb- 
quence of Goodnefi, always aded fuitably to the Didrates of 
Nature, ftrengthcn'd and heightened by the Affiftancc of Redbn. 

I F then they were thus remarkable in thefe efTcntial Points of 
Morality, wc may eafily judge that they behaved according to 
the fame Maxims towards thofe Perfons who were related to theni 
at a greater Diftance, but who, by a ncceflary Confequencc, muft 

♦ Valerius Maximus. 
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belong in fome Way or other to thofe to whom I have fhewn 
they manifeftcd fuch true Eftcem and Tendcrncfs. 

Our next Bufmef% therefore, will be to obfervc how they 
adcd towards the reft of Mankind, and how much they confulted 
the Dignity of their own Nature, and the Decency of their own 
Condud: ; purluant to this Plan, we may range under the fol- 
lowing Heads, what remains for us- to obferve concerning thofe 
Virtues not yet fpoken of, viz. Gratitude, Humanity, Sincerity, 
Chaftity, Temperance and Modefty. 

I s H A L L begin with ♦ Gratitude : This is a Species of Jufticc ; 
for what can be more agreeable to that Virtue, than to repay the 
Services or Advantages we have received from others ? It is as it ^ 
were a Debt, which they have a Right to demand whenever 
proper Opportunity offers itfelf. 

Amongst the many Reafbns there are why this Virtue fhould 
be religioufly obfery^d, we might deduce one from the very Na- 
ture of Things, which tho' perhaps not the moft honourable, yet 
fhould Icem likely to have the greateft Weight with the Genera- 
lity of the World, and that is, Self-love and Self-intereft ; for 
we ihould, methinks, have tender Sentiments of Acknowledge- . 
ments for all thofe who have fhewn themfeves our WclUwifhers 
and Friends, by doing us any Offices whatfoever, or manifefting 
fiich Inclinations as may convince us of their real Defire of being 
tifeful to us. But if this Motive is overweighed by any Circum- 
ftance, which makes it inconvenient, and perhaps difadvantagious 
for us for the Prefent, to confult our grateful Sentiments, and by 
that Means we be induced abfolutely to ft i fie them ; yet furely 
the Confideration of the Treatment we fhall meet with from Man- 
kind for the Future, when we are known to be ungrateful, ought 
to make us tremble ; and thus one would think Men fhould ne- 
ver fhew Ingratitude upon any Occadon : I mention not the Rea- 

* At AthenSy was a Law eftablifhcd j^ainft Ingratitude, as Valerius* Maximus obfervcs, 
when he fpeaks of their ill Ufage of their beft Citizens, — ^d obeft igitur (fays he) 
fuinpublica Dementia fit y limmo ConfenjU maximas Virtutes quafe gravijfima deli^a punire^ fl/- 
neficiaque Injuriis npendere ? ^md cum uhifUi^ turn pracipue Athcnis intoUrabik videri debet ^ 
in qua JJrhe aduerfiis ingratoi a^io conjiituta eft. Et re6f^^ quia dandi iff accipiendi BcTuficii 
Commerdumy fine quo vix Vita Hominum conjiatj perdit ^ tollitj quijquis bene merito parem 
referre Gratiam negUgit. This was occafionM by our Author's Rcfl^^ons on the Oftra- 
cifm^ which in itfelif was a very wife Inftitution. 
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ions wc have from our Religion to cultivate this Virtue, this is 
not yet the Place, but I (peak upon human Views. 

And this may be amongfl: other Things, one great Reaibn^ 
why Ingratitude is reprefented as lb heinous a Sin in Scripture^ 
and a Man who is guilty of it, to be look'd upon as fo abandoned $ 
for befides that it is a Violation of Juftice in one Branch, the 
Love of ourfelves is known to be (b natural, and fo flrong, thac 
whoever can run fo vifibly counter to that, to fatisfie his Paffion^ 
and his Vices, (which are fuch Enemies in reality to him,) muft 
be abandoned, and loft to all Goodnefs. 

Gratitude therefore is a ueceflary Virtue in the World, 
both in itfelf, and in its Sources and Confequences, and is uni- 
verial, that is, all Nations muft think alike in that Particular, lee , 
Virtue or Vice be more or lefe predominant amongft them : The 
Heathens were very eminent in this Particular, as well as ini 
others* 

I s H A L L very briefly ran over what I have to fay upon thofe 
Heads I have mentioned, becaufe the Reader win not wane 
much Perfuafion to believe that the Ancients, who ihine fb much 
in thofe great Articles which have been the Subjeds of the for- 
mer Clusters, could not be very * deficient in thofe which ftill 
remain to treat of, not perhaps the (ame Men, but I mean, that 
fuch Virtues were to be found in the Heathen World. 

P L u TA R c H has given us, in the Life of Thocion, a very good 
Proof of the Sentiments of Gratitude, which were in the Breaft of 
that txctW^nt jitbenian ; for having ferved under C&4i^rMj, one of 
theGenerals of the Republick to whom he thought he had great 
Obligation^, after the Death of that Commander, his Son was 
an the Atbentan Army, then under the Command of Vhociam^ 
and as he was a young Man of great Vice, and much Self-con- 
ceit, was not a little troublefome to that General, who. out of 
Gratitude to the Memory of his Friend, took all the Pains he 

♦ Wc might bring Cicero as an Inftancc of a grateful Man: For in his Letters wherein 
he either recommends a Friend to the ProteSion of another, or asks fome other Favour 
jof fome Friend for another ; or elfe wherein he expreiTes his Friend(hit> to thofe gneat 
Men who were his Correfpondents, (and all this with an Art and Elegance peculiar to 
the Ancients, and particularly to Cicero ;) we find, I fay, in all thcfc the ftrongeft Sen- 
timents of Gratitude. Vide Epiftolas ad Familiares* 
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could to reform him, and bore all his Irregularities with great Pa- 
tience ; but one Day Ctejtppus^ ( for that was his Name ) was 
more impertinent than uliial, upon which ^hocion could not 
forbear exclaiming, Oh Chabrias, Chabrias ! great is the Retri- 
bution I make thee for all thy Friendfhip fliewn to me, in bearing 
with (b much Patience the Impcrtinency of thy Son ! 

The Gratitude of Metellus, fiirnam'd Tius, from his dutiful 
and affedionate Behaviour to his Father, is worthy our Notice ; 
for, becaufe ^ Calidius^ when Tribune of the People, was the 
Author of his Father^s Rccal from Banifhment, this illuflrious 
Roman, of one of the greateft Families in the Republick, arid 
of great Note and Worth himfclf,* thought nothing mean or little 
to exprels his grateful Sentiments to this Perfon : He therefore 
not only ftrongly promoted the Intereft of ^ Calidius^ when 
Candidate for the Praetorfhip, but even accompanied him, and be- 
came a Suppliant for him to the People, tho* a Man much infe- 
rior to him in Rank and Dignity ; and from that time forward 
Meteltus and his whole Family conftantly mentioned ^. Cali^ 
dius as their Patron and Protedor, tho* of Quality fo much be- 
low them. This certainly is much to be applauded, and highly 
deferves Imifation. 

N o R is the Behaviour of ^ Terentius Culeo to be omitted, a 
Man of a great Family in RomCy who had been taken Prifoner 
in Africk by the Carthaginians ; and having had the good For- 
tune to be reflor'd to Liberty by the vli^orious Arms of the firft 
Self to Afrlcanus^ his high Birth did not prevent him following 
the triumphal Chariot of his Deliverer, with a Cap of Liberty on 
his Head, (uch as the Slaves who were made free at Rome us*d to 
wear, caird Tlleus. 

And if we would find this excellent Virtue of Gratitude m a 
Number of People in a colledive Body, we may find it in xooo 
"^ Roman Citizens who followed the Triumph of Flamlnlnus (who 
conquered Thlltp King of Macedon,) with fuch Caps on their 
Heads, to teftify their Acknowledgment to that General, who had 
taken particular Care to (earch for them in different Parts, and 
fet them free. 

* Valerius Maximus. 
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W E muft not forget the Condud of the Roman Senate, who 
upon all Occafions gave great Marks of their Gratitude to their 
Friends or Allies, and, in ihort, to all thole who did them any 
Service ; particularly they were very careful in bellowing great 
Honours and Rewards upon the Mother and Wife of Cariolanus^ 
for doing them the Service I have already related : The lame Spi- 
rit was (hewn towards two Women of Capua^ who, during me 
Siege of that Place by the Romans, were very affiduous in doing 
all good Offices to the Roman Soldiers taken Prifoners by the 
Carthaginians-* 

The Condud of the Roman Youth is highly to be praiied^ 
who having Jheard that one of their neighbouring States, from 
whom the Republick had reaoM great Services, was opprcflcd by 
an Enemy, f immediately voluntarily offered themfeives to the 
Confuls to march to liiccour their Friends. 

We may alfo take notice of the noble Sentiments of Plu- 
tarch in the beginning of the Life of Cimon^ where, ipeakiog of 
Lucul/us, he tells us that he undertakes to write his Life merely 
out of Gratitude to him for a Piece of Service he performed le- 
veral Ages before to Cheron^a^ which was P/»^^^ri&'s native Place. 

In fine, we may be fure of meeting this Virtue whcre^cvei 
there is true Noblenefs of Spirit and real Magnanimity : The fame 
may be faid of Sincerity ; for wherefoever we meet with a Cha- 
raifter truly great and heroick, Fallhood, either in Deeds or Words^ 
can never be found in.it ; for it is a Meannefsof Temper, a Lit- 
tlenefs of Soul, incompatible with fuch Spirits as dulyconfult the 
Dignity of Human Nature. Therefor? as 1 have already given a 
large Examination of the Magnanimity of the Ancients, of which 
this is a Branch, and which always accompanies its Root, I ihail 
not infift any longer upon it, but only (ay it was amongfl: their other 
Virtues, as I have fliewn, by neccilary Confequepce. I muft not 
however omit that excellent Part of the Chara^er of E^aminmi- 
das^ \ who it \% faid was fo great a Lover of Truth and Sinceri- 
ty, that he would not utter a Falfity, not even in jeft; Adeo V^ 
ritatis diligens^ ut ne Joco quUem mentiretur. 

♦ Valerius Maximus. t ^^^» X Cornelius Nepos^ 
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Our next Step is to * Humanity ; this may be defined to be 
a Confcioufnefs that we are of the fame Species, that we are all 
liable to the fame Accidents and Misfortunes, Frailties and Im- 
perfedions, and from thence arifes a Fellow-feeling in what re- 
gards other People: And altho' the Word Humanity, in Stridnefs 
of iSenfe, does not include Beads, yet the fame Dilpofition will 
difcover iticlf towards the whole Animal Creation, and give 
Proofs of a good and benevolent Temper ; and ading upon this 
Fomidation, produces kind, generous and good-natur'd Adions. 
Some Perfons are indeed more inclined by Nature to this Dilpofi- 
tion, but every one may by Reafoning acquire it in fome degree ; 
it is an inferior Species of Benevolence, but ufually applied to 
Compaflion. It chiefly exerts itfelf in Mifery and Unhappinefs, 
.either in Body or Mind. 

It is obfervable in Hiftory, and is dill to be remarked in the 
World, that there have been, and are, whole Nations fam'd for 
this Virtde, and others noted with Infamy for the want of it ; 
This may be attributed to feveral Caufes, as to the Forms of Go* 
vernment, general Maxims and Cuftoms eftabliflied amongft each 
People, or, in fine, to the natural Difpofitions influenced perhaps 
by the various Climates of the World, which often zncGt the 
Minds as well as the Bodies of Mankind. The Greeks in gene- 
ral, but particularly the Athenians^ were much praifed for their 
Hamanity , as a Proof of which, TluUrch tells us, that all the Beads 
who had worked at the building of one of their facred Edifices 
were (et free from L^ur ever after, and maintained at the Ex- 

* It may poftbly be that fome Readers may ol]jed to me, that if I allow the Virtue 
of Huraa/uty to the Ancients, I cannot with Reafon refiife them that of general Bene- 
volence : But I believe that upon Reflexion, this Way of Reafoning will prove falfc ; 
for there feems to be fome Difference between thofe two Virtues, which I take to be 
this : Benevolence to all Mankind feems to me to be more in our own Power, more to 
be acquired, in ihort, a fettled Way of Thinking, which is gained by Education, in a 
Mind already predifpofed to Goodneis \ but Humanity is as it were an involuntary Sen- 
timent, which is implanted by feature, and which as it were by Inftind arifes and pre- 
cedes Refledion, altho' the real Caufe of it is in the Conformity of our Nature, and 
where we have time to reafon, that is the Method of Reafoning which confirms and 
ftrengthens it. In fine, it is a Virtue much inferior to genepil Benevolence, and ia 
found among both Grtih and Ramans ; although it is evident that they failed in general 
Benevolence. I know not whether I have made a fatisfa&ory DifhnSion, but I fub- 
mit it to the Reader. 
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pence of the Publick; and tho' both They and the Romans xr^xc 
faulty in fomc particular Cafes, yet- both have in general given In- 
ftances of that Virtue ; and at all times there have been amongthem 
Perfons eminent for it, elpecially in thofe Ages of the World of 
which I profefs to treat in this Work. 

There is hardly a greater Mark of a Humane Temper than 
that of ^. Metellus^ who commanded the Roman Army in Spain. 
This General bcficg'd a Town, and caufed his battering Engines to 
approach to a particular Place, at which alone the Town could 
be taken; but it chanted that one of the Inhabitants, nzmcdiRbe^ 
togeneSy had left the Town, and put hiqjfelf into the Hands of 
Metellus : The Beficged therefore could think of no Method 
which could poffibly iave them, and at the lame time fatisfy their 
Revenge, but this, which was to place the Children of this R/ze-- 
togenes juft in that very Place where the M^hines were to play, 
and thereby expofe them to certain Death. The Roman Gene- 
ral, altho' the afllided Father prefled him not to mind his Ofl- 
fpring, nor let that retard his Conqueft, yet would not fo much 
forfeit his Good-nature as to gain a Town by the Lofs of the 
Children of a Man who was thus afTcdionate ; he for that Rea- 
fon drew off his Troops and quitted the Siege.* And my Author 
fays, that this Humanity procured him the Hearts of his Enemies, 
infbmuch that he was not forced to lay fiege to many Places, be- 
caufe they voluntarily fubmitted; ^o quidem tam dementi fa£to^ 
etfi non unlus Civitatis Mcenia^ omnium tamen Celtiberarum 
Erbium Animos cepit ; ut ad redigendas eas in T^itionem Topuli 
Romani non multis fibi Obfidionibus opus ejfet. 

N o R is the Humanity of Marcus Brutus lefs admirable, who 
having laid fiege to Xafitba, Capital of Lycia^ the Inhabitants 
were feized with a Species of Madnefs ; for though this General 
had committed no hGts of Cruelty, yet, to avoid being takcn^ 
they fet fire to their Town, and caft tbemfelves and Children in- 
to it ; Brutus mounted his Horfe and rode round the Walls, con- 
juring them to have Pity on themfelves, and (pare their Lives and 
their Town ; but in vain did he intreat them, their Fury went 
on : And none could be more fenfible of the Horrors of War 

♦ Valerius Maximus. 
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upon ftich Occafions than Brutus was ; it was this Sentiment in 
him that made him hazard his laft Battle at Tbilij>j>i, againft the 
Rules of War, and indeed againft his own Science and Experience^ 
And now I am come once more to mention this excellent Ra^ 
mafiy it may not difpleafe the Reader to relieve his Mind from 
dull continued Profe, to fee his Charader exprefsM by our great 
Pindarick Poet, Mr. Cowley^ in all the Beauties of Verfc ; 

I. 

Excellent Brutus, of all Human Race 

The beft, till Nature was improved by Grace ; 

Till Men above themfelves Faith raifed more^ 

Than Reafon above Beajis before ! 
Virtue was thy Life's Center, and from thence 
^idfUently and confiantly difpehfe 

The gentle vigorous Influence ^ 
To all the wide and fair Circumference i 
And all the Tarts upon it lean'd fo eaflfyy 
Obeyd the mighty Force fo willingly^ 
That none could T)ifcord or "Diforder fee 

In all their Comrnriety. • 
Each had his Motion natural and free. 
And the Whole no more mov'd than the whole World could be. 

\\. 

From thyftri£i Rule, fome think that thou didft fwerve^ 
{Miflaken hone ft Man! J in CasfarV Blood :^ 
What Mercy could the Tyrant's Life deferve^ 
From him who kill'd himfclf rather than ferve ? 

The heroick Exaltations of the Good 

Are fo far from underftood. 
We coiint them Vice ! Alas ! our Sight's fo ill^ 
That Things which fwifteft meve, feem to ftand ftMly 
We look not upon Virtue in her Height^ 
On her fupreme Idea, brave and bright^ 

In the original Light : 
But as her Beams refledted fafs 
Through our own Nature^ or ill Quftom's Glafs. 

Ani 
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And^th no Wonder fo^ 
4h If '^ith dejeBed Eye 

Injianding Tools we feek the Sky, 
That Stars fo high above Jhould feem to us below. 

III. 

Can we ft and by and fee 

Our Mother robbed and bound, and ravijh'd be^ 

Tet not to her AJfiftance ftir^ 
T leased with the Strength and Beauty of the Ravijher ? 
Or flyall we fear to kill him^ if before 

The cancelled Name of Friend he bore ? 

Ingrateful Brutus do they call ? 
Ingrateful Caefar, who could Rome enthral ! 
An Adt more barbarous and unnatural 
(In th' exadt Ballance of true Virtue try^dj 
Than his Succejfbr Ncro'j Parricide! 

There^s none but Brutus could deferve^ 

That all Men elfe Jhould wifl) to ferve\ 
And CaefarV ufurfd Tlace to him fl)ould proffer \ 
None can deferift but he would refuje the Offer. 

IV. 

/// Fate afum'd a Body thee f affright. 
And wrap it/elf in the Terrors of the Nighty ' 
r\\ meet thee at Thilipp, faid the Sf right ; 
• ril meet thee there, faiJtft thou. 

With Juch a Voice andfuch a Brow, 
As put the tremblingGhoft to fudden Flight j 

It vaniflfd^ as a Taper's Light 

Goes out when Spirits appear in Sight : 
One would have thought -thad heard the Morning Crow, 

Or feen her well appointed Star 
Come marching up the Eaftem Hill afar^ 
Nor durft it tn PhihpniV Field appear. 

But unfeen attack a thee there. 
Had it prefunCd in any Shape thee to oppofe, 
. Thou would'ft have forced it back upon thy Foes, 
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Or flain't like Cxlar, though it be 
A Conqueror and a Monarch mightier far than he. 

V. 

What Joy can human Things to us afford, 

When we fee perijh thus by odd Events ^ 
lU Men and wretched Accidents^ 
The beji Caufiy and bejt Man that euer drew a Sword? 

When we fee 
The falfe Odavius, and wild Antony, 

Godlike Brutus, conquer Thee ? 
What can we fay, but thine own tragick Word^ 
That Virtue which had worjhipt been by thee 
As the moft folid Good^ and great eft T^eity^ 

By this fatal Troof became 

An Idol onlyy and a Name. 
Hold^ noble Brutus ! and reftrain 
The bold Voice of thy generous ^ifdain : 

Thefe mighty Gulfhs are yet 

Too deep for all thy Judgment and thy Wit:;. 
The Time's fet forth alreMy which Jhall quell 
Stiff' Reafon^ when it offers to rebel ; ^ 

Which thefe great Secrets fl)all unfeal, ' 

And new Vhilofofhies reveal : 
A few more Tears ^ fo foon hadft thou not dyd^ 
Would have confounded Human Virtue* s Tride^ 
Andjhevifd thee a Qox> crucify' d. 

M A N Y arc the Inftances of the Humanity of the Greeks ancE 
Romans towards their Enemies : This is found fbmetimes in Men 
who have aded contrary to it in many Cafes ; but then we are to 
obferve, their Ambitioft got the better of their natural Sentiments. 

Thus Csfar is faid to have wept at the Sight of Tompey\ 
Head ; Mark Antony to have Ihewn great Compaflion for the . 
Death of Brutus^ and giyen Proofs of much Regard to lus Me- 
mory.* ^ 

♦ Vakrius Maximus, Plutarch, ttV. 

And 
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A N D in other Pcrfons of undoubted Virtue, we have this in 
more Luftre ; as in Cato, who is laid to have wept at looking 
upon the Field of Battle at Tharfalia. 

• Agefilaus^ King of Sparta, upon contemplating the fatal Con- 
fequences of a Battle between the Greeks^ the Slaughter and Dc- 
ftrudion of Men, exclaim'd. Unhappy Greece, that mightft prc- 
ferve thy Inhabitants as a Defence againft the Barbarians^ thus 
to deftroy thyfelf ! 

And L. Cornelius the Roman Conful, in the firft Tunic k 
War, took particular Care to have the Body of one of the Car^ 
thaginian Generals receive all its Funeral Rites. 

In fhort, we may obferve throughout the whole Hiftory of 
the Ancients, that their greateft and bed Men were always fam*d 
for their Humanity ; and nothing forced them to fvverve from it 
but their Ambition, a Vice which has always been the Bane of 
Goodnefs in all Countries and in all Ages. 

This Principle of Humanity muft have made thofe, truly fen- 
fible of it, tender of the Lives of their Fellow Creatures ; thus 
^ion, who after repeated Provocations, and frequent Forgive- 
nefs of them, had at laft only barely confented to the Murder of 
his chief Enemy Her ac tides, could never be eafy one Moment 
after it ; the Hiftorian ♦ tells us, it imbittered all the wtolc Pro- 
grefs of his Life ever after. 

I NOW proceed to the Virtues of f Chaftity, Modefty and 
Temperance; the two former are clolcly allied, and fliall be 
treated of together. 

The want of thefc Virtues muft be greatly injurious to Socie- 
ty, in itfelf and in its Confequences ; and befides afFetJing Socie- 
ty, the want of thefe Virtues in a particular manner dimonoars 
and degrades our Nature, and puts us upon a level with the mean* 
-eft Animals in the whole Creation. 

I T muft be confefs'd, that the Ancients fhine lefs here than in 

all the former Articles ; for we are to confider, that as they had 

. iiot that Purity of Religion that we have, nor thofe certain Pre- 

^* Platarch. 
f As to the want of this Virtue, we may take Notice that even feveral of thePhilofo- 
phers of Antiquity were faulty here, as well as the famous Statefmen and Generals j and 
Xomc of the Law-givers were very deficient, as Solon. See Plut, in the Life of Solon. 
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cepts to dircd: them, their Notions and PracJlicc in this Point 
nmft vary according to the different Laws and Cuftoms eftablifh'd 
in feveral Nations, which plainly fliew, that their Ideas were the 
Effed of Education. Thus at Sparta there were feveral Ufages 
in Voguc^ and fettled by their Legiflator, that were diredly 
contrary to the Sentiments of Modeuy and Chaftity which were 
received at Athens and Rome ; and (bmc Species of Diflblutenels 
were more openly fpoken of, and tolerated every where with more 
Indulgence than they are in the Chriftian World; and which are 
of fiich a Nature, as a due Relped to one of the Virtues I am 
treating of, forbids me to rehearfe. And it is to be obferved, 
that feveral of their great Men, who were almoft perfed in every 
other Point, were faulty in the Article of Chaftity ; but then we 
muft make an Allowance, when wc refled upon the Encourage- 
ment they received from their Religion, which was (as I have 
before faid) of a very loofc and diflblute Nature. 

But there were, in the beft Times of the Greeks and Rinnans^ 
(particularly the Latter,) feveral very excellent Men, who thought 
Chaftity and Modeftv, Virtues abiolutely neceflary in a well-go- 
vern'd Common-wealth, and an eflential Part of the Chara<fter of a 
truly great Man ; and during tbofe Times I fpeak of, I affirm, 
they were fiiperior to the general Pradice of the Chriftian World 
at this Day, confidering the Advantages of the Latter, and the 
Diiadvantages of the Former. 

And except it be in a certain Vice, more openly fpoken of a- 
mong the Ancients, and with lefs Horror, I believe the Inconti- 
nency and Immodefty of the prefent Age, is as great as at moft 
Times amongft the Greeks and Romans. 

Intemperance, by which I mean Drunkenneis and Glut- 
tony, was not a common Vice amongft the Ancients until the 
latter Times, and then the former was never much in Vogue; 
for Drunkennefs was then, and is at this Time, more a Vice of 
the Northern Nations, than of thofe nearer the Sun. 

Accordingly we find, that one of the great Reproaches 
that Cicero * throws upon Antony^ is his Intemperance, which 
would not have had that Force in a Northern Nation ; {o in Ho^ 

♦ In his Pbitiptnch\ - 

Mm ff^er 
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mer and all the Peers, and in all Hiftories, wc may obfervc that 
Gluttony and Sottifhncfs are made Barbarian Vices. The Ro^ 
mans indeed, in their latter Times, were exceeding curious and 
delicate in their Tables ; but I do not find that Drunkenncfs was 
common. 

A N D it feems, as it were providentially dcfigned by Nature, 
that in fiich Climates, where the Sun caufes a greater D^ree of 
Warmth than in thofe at a greater Diftance from it, they (bould 
be averfe to what would fire their Blood and increafe their natural 
Heat, even to Madnels. 

B u T as to the Virtues I am now to treat of, wc may take No- 
tice, that in thofe Times, of which I fpeak in this Treatife, Cha- 
flity, Modefty, and Temperance, in all Degrees and Kinds, were 
in Efteem and \Jk amongft the Ancients. 

The great Generals of Antiquity, f f and moft of thofe who are 
famous for their glorious Exploits in War, have found Tem- 
perance and Sobriety neceflary Companions ; and moft of thofe 
who have profefs'd confummate Wifdom and Virtue, have been. 
Friends to Chaftity and Modefty, notwithftanding the Difference 
of Climate, whole Warmth would be pleaded by our Libertines 
as an Excufc, did we live (b near the Sun. 

The Story of * Scipio in Sj^ain is known, who gained as much 
Renown by his Chaftity as by his Arms. 

Nor is the World left acquainted with the fatal Cataftrophe 
of Lucretia, and the Daughter of Virginius. See Livy. 

Even chatMonfter Marius, was a Friend to Chaftity, ^Ine 
militem voluit^ niji fudicum. And when hfs Nephew had been kil- 
led by an Officer for a vicious and vile Attempt, he rewarded the 
Perlbn f who did it with a Military Crown. Valerius Maximus 
tells us, that in the primitive Ages of the Roman Republick, thofe 
Women who remained Widows, and contented with havir^ had 
one Husband, were honoured for their Chaftity; :J:but thofe who 

married 

tt The famous Sirtdrius is recorded by Plutarch (in his Life) to have been fo much a 
Friend to Modefty, that he could not bear to hear any loofe Diibourfe at Table, or in- 
deed any where. 

♦ See Liyy and theTat/er. f P'ut- i^ Mario. 

X Numa PmpiliuSj fecond King of Rome, eftablifli'd a Law, that all thofe Women, 
who took a fecond Husband before their ten Months Mourning was out for their firft, 

fhould. 
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married twice, were looked upon as vicious, for that it was a Sign 
of loofe and irregular Defires, Multorum Matrimoniorum Expert^ 
entiam quaji ilUgitima cujnfdam Intemferantta Jignum ejfe cre^ 
denies : And that in thole Days, when Women eat with Men, 
they did not lie along on the Couches^ that being too loofc 
a Pofture,* but fate at Table ; (for all the Ancients ufed to. cat as 
they lay) a Pofture, which was us'd among them as cafy and 
commodious. 

And ftiU farther, that Women never knew, in thofe Times of 
Virtue, the Tafte of Wine : ^ia proximus a Libero Tatre /«- 
temferantia Gradus ad inconcejptm Venerem eJfe confuevit. 

T rfE feme Author farther oblerves, that in thofe Days, a Son, 
or Son-in»Law, would have thought it immodeft to nave gone 
into the fame Bath with his* Father, or Father-in-Law. The El- 
der Cato^ in his Cenforfhip, cxpell'd Mantlius the Senate, for 
only giving his Wife a Ki(s in Prefence of his Daughter. I have 
already mentioned the Temperate Life^ of that great Perfonage in 
my 4th Chapter ; but there arc fbme Circumfunces in his Life 
(to ihew the Inequality of the f Heathens in their Virtues) 
which do no Honour to his own Chaftity, as I ihall obferve clfc- 
where. 

The Philofbpher wht) ventured his Chaftity with a Courtezan^ 
who had laid a Wager fiie could move him, and when fhe could 
not, laid. Her Wager was concerning a Man, and not a Statue, is 
an old trite Story ; but here is an Inftancc or two, which arc 
uot {"O commonly known. 

Pontius AufidIanus, a Rom^n Knight, having difco- 
vercd that his Daughter had forfeited her Honour, and that one 
of his X Slaves was acceflary to it, he not only put the Slave to 
Death, but alfo his Daughter. 

ihould offer up to the Gods an Ignominious Sacrifice, viz. a Cow big with Calf. This 
Regulation was a great Proof of his Idea of the Modefty and Continence, which he 
thought incumbent on that Sex. 

♦ This modeft Cuftom continued even in Ciaro's Time, altho* the Ramans were then 
much chang'd, — Noflro qmdem morsj (feys he) cum Parentibus puberes Ftlii^ cum Soum 
Heneri non lavantur. Offic. Lib. i. 



+ See next Chapter, 
X Vakr. Maxim. 
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Nor is the Adion of ♦ T. Mantus Icfe remarkable, who puc 
one of his favourite Freedmen to Death, for only giving his 
Daughter a Kifs. 

And Fablus Servilianus fcverely punifhed his Son for his lu- 
continency. 

I H A y E now given thofc Virtues of the Ancients a foil Exa- 
mination, which have not been treated of in the former Chap- 
ters. Thus they were in all rhefe Particulars, during their bcft 
Times ; but, when both Greeks zndRofnans'wtrt lunk into Slave- 
ry, they were degenerated to a D^ree of Contempt. The Greeks 
nrft grew corrupted, by many concurring Circumftances, and for* 

for their Sentiments of Religion ; inibmuch, that they not only 
afely flattered feveral of the Succeflbrs of Alexander ^^z:^ T^eme* 
trius^ &c. and made them equal to the Immortals by their De- 
crees and A<3:s of Religion, but alfo ufed the fame mean Adula- 
tion to the Roman Emperors, who were mod of them the worft 
of Mankind. 

This abjed Oilpoficion of Mind, this Littlenefs of Soul, made 
them fink in all their other Virtues; they loft their due Senfc of 
the Relations of Life, their Sentiments of Gratitude, their Hu- 
manity, Chaftity, Modefty; and Temperance, and nude thek 
excellent Delicacy of Underftanding ferye only to make them 
more remarkably and fplendidly infamous. 

The Inhumanity and Barbarity of f all the Succeflbrs of A^ 
lexander, who tho* called Barbarians by Athens^ &c. yet were ia 
reality Greeks, are fuch as fill us with Horror, and which no- 
thing can equal, but thole Times mentioned in the French and 
Italian Hiftories, taken Notice of in my firft Chapter. 

Wh£n ail the Nations were thus corrupted, (for the Afiatkks 
for the moft Part had been fo long before,) the Romans became 
Mafters of them, and became poflfefled of all their Vices as well 
as their Coimtries : % Religion, and all Degrees of Morality,. 

were 

♦ Valer. Maxim. 
+ Of all Akxinder's Captains and Succeflbrs, Eumenes was the only one who had Vir- 
tue and Probity ; and he was indeed a moft worthy Perfon, and had, among many other 
Excellencies, an unfhaken Fidelity to his deceafcd Matter's Family ; he was befidcs, 
one of the aWeft Generals we can find in Hiftory. — Sec his Life by Plut. and Cornei. 
Nepos. 

X The Do£trine of Epicurus^ is (I believe,) rightly judg'd by a modem Author, to 
have contributed not a little to the Corruption of the Romans : For this Rea(bn Ft&ri- 
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were nothing but in Appearance, at laft not even fo much as in That 
amongfl: thefe Mailers of the World : Ali Virtues were abandon'd^ 
and Vice rode triumphant ; the Confequence of this was, at laft, 
their total Deftrudion. 

T H B more I refled upon what is often laid of Politenels, that 
it cauies Corruption ; I am the more confirmed in my Opinion^ 
as to what I faid in a former Chapter, that if we fpeak with Pro- 
priety; itmuft be the contrary : for by Politenefslhould be meant, 
being cleared and purg'd from the Of^relfion and Deformity of 
Vice, as much as Steel is polilhed in the Hands of a Workman ; but 
indeed Modern Politenefs is the Source of Vice: That con lifts in 
Failhood, and in a Multitude of Wants ; and that is certainly the 
true Reafon why no Nation perfe<aiy polite in that Senfe can laft 
long. 

In my Opinion Luxury and true Politenefs (that is. Humani- 
ty » Virtue, and -Gentlencls of^ Manners,) are far frota being in- 
leparable Companions, and of this I will give here a feniible 
Proof : No Nation in the World ever came up to the Athenians 
in true Politenefs, (that is. Virtue, Gentlenefs of Manners, and 
great Knowledge mixed together,) and none ever (urpalTed the 
^erfians in Luxury of all Kinds; yet the ^Athenians were 
not Luxurious, nor the Terjians Polite, at the time I fpeaK of, 

cius was much in the right, who being at Supper with CineaSy and fome more Favourites 
of Pyrrhus^ when that Prince invaded Itafy^ and hearmg their Notions which they free- 
ly vented, and which were the Sentiments of Epicurus, the Roman earneftly prayed the 
Gods that Pyrrhus and afl his SubjeAs might cormantly adhere to that DtxEhine, as long 
as they continued Enemies to Rmte ! 

* I Jiave, rn the former Part of this Work, fpoken with great Admiration of the 
Delicacy of Underftanding of the Jthenian People, which was indeed very remarkable, 
and which my Readers muft obferve is diftinft from a found Judgment and Underftand- 
ing ; they generally go together, but may be found feparately m fome Men : — Here 
are two remarkable Inftances of this Delicacy and Elegance of Undeiftanding, which 
I could not pafs over in Silence : Almoft all the Common*People of Athens ufed to have 
the Works of the bcft Tragick 'Writers by Heart, and often repeated them 5 infomuch 
that PktarchxeWs us that this faved the Lives of many who were taken- Prifoncrs in 5/- 
dfy^ at the Defeat of Nuias ; for tljc SiciKam delighted in making their Prifoncrs re- 
hearfe thefe admirable Pieces of Poetry> particularly thofe of Euripides, which ihew'd alfa 
Their good Tafte. In the next Place we are to take Notice, that when the ungrateful 
Sons of Sophocles wouU have had him confin'd, as not being in his right Senfes, becaufe 
of his great Age; to prov^ the contrary, he read one of his Tragedies to his Judges^ 
^vho unanimouily pronounced in his Favour^ 

of 



Digitized by 



Google- 



.270 Of she Morals cf the Ancieots- 

of which this is an evident Dcmonftration : Timagaras^ an Athenian^ 
was fentAmbafTador to Artaxerxes Kingof P^r/Kj, and being muck 
in his Favour^ received from himaPrelent of a magoiftccnc Bed or 
Couch; and, fays Vlutarchy becaule the Greeks were not well 
Ycrfed in the Art and Delicacy of making up Beds with that Soft- 
nefs and Eafe as the Terfians did, the King gave him Slaves 
home with him on purpofe for that Office. Now a People who 
could not make a Bed as it ought to be, could not be efleemed 
Luxurious. ^ And as to the Politeaefs of the Terfians, who were 
thus given to Luxury, we find by Hiftory that they were not 
' vcrfed in thofe Arts or Sciences, which are efleemed Ornaments 
to Man. 

Thus it appears that a Nation may be polite, without be- 
ing effeminate or vicious; for our Modern Politeneis is only 
a more refin'd Way of fatisfying our Paflions, which is done 
,by gratifying each others Pride ^ in fhort, it is going to work 
more (ecurely; And although the Thing is well underftood, 
yet every Body finds a Convenience in it, and do they prac- 
tife it as far as they are able, and tolerate this general Trea- 
chery ; for if People muft have Paffions, (as the World (ecms 
to think) which are fo ungovernable as to become the Source of 
abominable Vices and Wickednefs of all forts, they find that be- 
ing Polite, as they call it, is a readier Way of contenting them- 
iclves, than to do it by open Brutifhnels. 

I WILL once more give my Definition of true Politeneis, as I 
conceive it : A teal Gentlenefs of Manners, (fuch as falfe Politc- 
nefs imitates) proceeding from fuch a Ihare and degree of Know- 
ledge as is fufncient to teach us our Duty in all rel|)e<^, and to 
regulate our Paffions in fuch a manner as to make us fit for Socle* 
ty, and create in us a Benevolence quite different from that Self* 
iihnefs which is always at the Bottom of falfe Politenefs. From 
this Definition (a Part of which is a Care for the Good of Socie* 
ty,) we may gather, that thofe are miflaken who think our Li- 
berty depends upon the Bratifhnefs and Ferity of our Common 
People ; for there never was in the World a People fonder of 
Liberty than die Athenians^ and yet none ever were fam'd for fo 
fofi: and gentle a Diipofition, which did not prevent their being 
Always witchful and carefiil of their Liberty. 

An- 
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Another Confidcration will ftrcngthen what I advance, 
and that is, that the Turks and Moors, and other Parts of j4/ia 
and Africa, are as fierce and inlblent, and barbaroufly brotifh, as 
any People can be, and yet no People upon E^rth more abjed: 
Slaves, or more delpotically governed. Men are apt to go up- 
on this Foundation which is i^lfe, that the mod iniblent^ mod: 
noiiy, and thole that have the moft Ferocity, have the moft Cou- 
rage ; which is found to be otherwife in Fa<^, and by Hiftory : 
For the Romans and Greeks were of a much gentler Temper and 
Behaviour than thofe Barbarian Nations they encountered, yet 
they remained Vidorious. 

But (to return from this Digreflion into which I have infcn- 
fibly been led,) it is worth while to confider how falfc Polite- 
ncfe has made its Progrefs : Firft, the Egyptian World was en- 
lighten'd, and for a time prcfervcd its Purity ; then it degenera- 
ted into falfe Politencfs; then the Greeks took true Knowledge 
from thence, and at lafl it degenerated into that falfe Politenefs I men- 
tion: They delivered it down to ^^ Romans \ from whence J^^/>r 
and France^ as well as the reft of italy had it ; and then it came 
to us: For there was a Time when Spam and Italy (much about 
that Time when Charles V. reign'd, who befides being Mafter of 
the former, was poflcls'd of the greateft Part of the latter, as 
well as of Germany and Flanders, and was the moft formidable 
Power fince the Roman Empire;) I lay, there was a Time when 
thofe two Countries were the Standards of Politenefs in all re- 
fpefts ; then France got the Pre-eminence, and has ever fince 
kept it ; from her we received and learned what we know in moft 
Matters, and are now her Rivals, When we confider this, who 
knows but what we name Politenefs,^||^ travel to thofe called 
Barbarians, get into the new World, and corrupt the Indians ? 

It is certain, *by all Accounts, that Britain in the firft Times 
of the Roman Empire, before Julius Csfar^ was in as favage a 

♦ The unpoltflied Condition of this Ifland in Cicero^s Time, is very evident -, for in 
fome of his Works, (as particularly in his Trcadfe Di NaturaDearwn,) he puts the Bn- 
tens and Scythians (who arc known to have been in thofe Days Barbarians) upon the fame 
Foot. And in one of his Epiftles he rallies a Friend of his, one Tr^batius^ a Lawyer, 
wiio was in Gaul with ytdius Cajar, and who was afraid of going mio Brit am with that 
General ; Cicero, I fay, approfvcs of his Fear, and rallies him upon the odd Figure a 
Lawyer would make \n Britain ; Mira enim Perfona induct po'eji Jurifconjidti Britaniiici, 
fays he. — I cannot think we are altered for the better in that particular, 

Con^' 
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Condition as any Nation in the Indies is now ; it was fo little 
known, that Ibmc of the f Romans doubted of its Exiftence, or 
knew not whether it was an llland or a Continent. And wc 
have a great Proof in thefc our Days, of the Probability of bar- 
barous Nations being civilized, and that is' of the Mufcovites^ 
who are now quite another fort of Creatures from what they were 
before the Reign of their late Czar^ and their Troops are come 
into as good Dilcipline as in their neighbouring Nations. 

I SHALL now oblerve to the Reader the Sentiments of feme 
of thofe Authors of Antiquity who feem to have had the juftcft 
Regard to Morals ; out of which I ihall chuic thofe I did be« 
fore. Homer, Virgil^ Horace^ Cicero and Xenophon. 

The firft of thefe has, in his Iliad and Odyjfey, given us his 
Opinion concerning the Duties I have been treating of; his Sen- 
timents upon thefe Heads are icatter*d ail over thofe two excel* 
lent Poems, and brought in whenever Opportunity gives him 
Leave. 

I T would be endie& and ufelefs to bring Quotations, efpedal- 
ly as the excellent Tranflatioft we have of him, (by a Poet who 
does Honour to our Language, by employing it in the nobleft 
Manner,) is in every Body's Hand. 

Xenofhon, in his Treatife of ^he Education of Cyrus ^ befides 
all thofe Rules he has laid doi^n as the Duty of a Prince, has 

given many which are fuitable t6 all Mankind ^ amongft thefe we 
nd the brightell LefTons of Dt^y towards Parents, and all other 
Relations in Life, of Gratitude, Humanity, Chaftity and Tem- 
perance ; of all thefe he makes Cyrus to be an excellent Pattern, 
and by that ihews us he himfelf had imbibed fuch Sentiments as 
were worthy his great i|||^er Socrates. 

Next to him we may obferve the Roman Orator and Philo* 
fopher, the renowned Tully. Befides feveral other philofbphical 
Works, in which defignedly or occafionally thefe Virtues are dif* 
courfed of, this accomplifhed Roman has written a whole Book 
upon all the Duties of Life, addrefTed to his Son for his Infhiic* 
tion ; in this we find many excellent Rules for our Moral Du- 
ty, fiich as could hardly have been conceived poffible to be had 
in the Darknefs and Uncertainty of Paganifm. 

t Plutarch. 
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If we now examine the two Latin Votts Virgil zndi Horace^ wo 
fhall find the Hero of the Former a perfe(3: Image of filial Piety, 
and of conjugal and paternal Tender nefs. 

When Ene(is faw the fatal Cataftrophe of Triam^ he fays, 

Snbiit chari Genitoris itnago^ 
^t Regem aquavum crudeli vulnere vidi 
Vitam exhalantem : Subiit deferta Creufa, 
Et direct a "Domus^ ^ farvi Cafus Juli. 

With how much AfFedion does he carry his Father from the 
Horrors of that fatal Night in which Troy fell ! 

With how much AftccStion does he provide for the Safety of 
his Wife and Son \ 

Ergo age, care Tater, cervici imponere nofira^ 
Iff^ fuoibo burner is ; nee me Labor ijie gravabit. 
§hio res cunque cadent^ unum ^ commune Tericlum, 
^na Salus ambobus erit : Mihi parvus Julus 
Sit Comes^ QJ long^fervet veftigia Conjunx. 

And with how much pious Fear docs he carry this precious 
Burthen ! 

Et me, quern dudumnon ulla inject a movebant 
TeUy neque adverfo glomerati ex agmine Graii, 
Nunc omnes terrent aura, fonus excitat omnis 
Sujpenfum^ SJ pariter Comitique Onerique timentem. — 

How great is his AfFedion for the Lofs of his dear Wife I He 
mihes again into the midft of Danger to kck her, but all in vain. 

And when he fpeaks of the Death of his ^zshtt Anchifes^ wc 
may oWervc the Force of his pious Grief. 

-KrW Drepani me Tortus^ SJ ilUtabiHs Ora 
Acciftt. HiCy Telagi tot temfefiatibus alius, 
Heu ! Genitoremy omnis Qur£ Cafufque kvamen 
Amitto Anchifen : Hie me^ Tater opime, fefum 

N n "Deferis 
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^eferis^ heu ! tantis nequicquam ereftefericlis ! 
Nee Vates Helenas, eum multa horrenda monerety 
Hos mlhi fradlxit lu6tus ; non dira Cela:no | 

The Poet gives us al(b in Euryalus^ a trae Pattern of filial 
Piety in his Care for his Mother, when he goes ogon that bold 
Expedition with his Friend Nifus ; for upon the great PromiieS 
of Reward for this Undertaking he tells Ajcanius — 

Sedte fuper omnia dona 

Vnumoro. Genitrix Vxi^mi de gente vetuftd 
Eft mihi : ^uammi/eramtenuit non Ilia tellus 
Mecum exee^entem^ non mania Re%is Aceftas. 
Hane egonunc^ ignaram hujus quoMunque pericli ej^ 
Inque falutatam linquo : Nox ts? fua f eft is 
7)extera, quod nequeam lacrymas ferferre Tarentis^ 
At Tu, oro^ folare inopem^ SJ Juccurre reliSta. 
Hane fine me Jpem ferr€ tui ; audentior iho. 
In Cajus omnes. — 1- —— 

A s to the Gratitude, of Eneas^ wc may tikt N«icc of it in his 
Speech to ^ido. 

In fret a diitm ftivii current^ dum montibus Vmbrs 
Luftrabunt Convexa^ Tolus dum fidera fafcet : 
Simper honos^ nomenque tuum^ laudefque manebunts 
Qu£ me cunque vacant Terra. • — 

Eneas fhews his Humanity upon feeing that unfortuoatr 
Pjrineefs in the lower Regions. - 

Ner minus Eneas cafu j^ercujus iniquo 
Troftfquiturlacrymans kng^y ^ miferatus euntem tft: 
• 
Akd the Poet in the iame Book lets us lee his Opinion as t6' 
fraternal Medion and Chaftity, for he places thoie in Tormenc- 
in the Infetnal Regions who were faulty in both. 
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In fine, he fhews as the Paniihment that attends thofe Crimes, 
as well as other Immoralities he mentions. 

Hie quibusinvififratres, dum vita manebat^ 
*PulfatuJve Tareiisr ® fraus innexa Clienti 
Aut qui ^ivitiisjbli incubu^re refertis 
N«c fartem fofuere fuis^ qua maximaTurba eft\ 
^ique 6b Adulterium cajiy quique Arma ficuti 
Impia^ nee veriti 'Dotninorum fuller e dextrsSf 
Imhtfi T£nam exj^eStsnt. — 

Thb other Poet I mentioned, the Courtly Horsee^ tho' he 
ieems highly faulty in Point of Cliaftity, and like the other Sati* 
rift Juvenaly animadverts upon the Vices of his Time, in fb in* 
decent a Manna: as is not toleriable, (tho* not quite fo bad as the 
other,) ftill manifefts himfelf to have a due Senie of the other 
Virtues : In his fourth Satire he expreHes his Gratitude for his 
jPather*s good Advice, and owns he is indebted to him for wliac- 
ev«r Goodnefs is in him ; and in bis third Efcde^ ipeaking of the 
greateft Crime he can chink of to deferve a grievoas PunilhaKat, 
be fays, 



-^ Tarentis 6iim fi quis hn^id manu 



Senile guttur fregerit. > • — 

And in the 13th Ode of the fecond Book in mentioning (me 
guilty of the greateft Wickednds, 

.— — — Ulum ^ parentis erediderim fni 
Fregtffe Cervkem, — — 

In the nth Ode of the }d Bo^k be ipcafcs with gre«r Rorerence 
of Marri^e, 

Audiat Lyde Seetns afqme nHaj 
Virginum T^enat^ & tnane JymfbM 
'DcJitttn fundo feremt^is im9^ 
Seraquefata^ 

Nil X ^ 
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§^ie manent culpas etiam fub Oreo : 
Imp a {nam quid fotuere majus'i) 
Imp£ Jponfis potuere duro 

Terdere ferro. 
Vna de multis face nuptiali 
^igna, ferjurum fuit in farentem 
Sflendide mendax^ SJ in omne virgo 

Nobilis avum. 

His Idea of Fraternal Tcndcrncfs appears in tbefc Vcrfelt* Ode %. 
Lib. X. 

f^vet extento ProculcYus £vo^ 
Not us in f rat res animi faterni : 
Ilium aget fenna metuente folvi 
Fama fuferjles. 

His Gratitude to his Patron Macenas is evident in many of hts 
Odes, and other Parts of his Works, and he always addrefles him 
as his Benefador ; as in the firft Ode ^^— — • 

Mscenas at avis edite RegibuSy 

O tS Trafidium fS duke ^ecus meum / 

And in the Seventeenth of the Second Book — — 

Cur me querelis exanimas tuis ?* 

Nee T){s amieum eft^ nee mihi^ te frius 

Obirey Mxcenas, mearum 

Grande 7)eeus Columenque Rerum^ 
Ah! te mea fi partem anima rapt 
Maturior Vis, quid ptoror altera^ 

Nee earus aque^ nee fuferfies 

Integer ? lUe dies utramque 
n^ucet ruinrjmx non E^o ferfidum 
^ixi Saeramentum, ibfmus, ibimuSy 

Vteunque fraeedes, fiifremum 

Career e iter eomites farati^ . - 
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And nothing can better fliew his Humanity, than when in hfs 
Third Satire of his Firft Book he fo generoullv defends his Friend 
againft the Raillery and Malice of thofe about the Court ; by 
whom it is thought by the Commentators, is meant yirgU : And 
the (ame Temper may be obferved in fcveral other Places. 

A s to his Chaftity, I have already taken notice that he was 
faulty, as his Satires and ieveral of his Odes teftify, even with 
an Allowance for the Freedom of the Latin Tongue ; but for all 
this, there are feveral Places which prove that he had better Sen- 
timents when he pleas'd to manifeil them. — Thus when he 
mentions the Vices of the Romans^ he owns that their Corrup- 
tion began by Lofs of Modefty and Chaftity, and from thence did 
proceed moft fatal Confequences, Ode 6. LiL^. 

Facunda Culfa Sacula nuptias 

Trimum inqutnavire^ & genus ft? domori^ 

Hoc fonte derivata clades 

In Tatriam Tofulumque fiuxit. 

** Thofe flagitious Times^ - f^ 



•* (Pregnant with unknown Crimes,) 
** Confpire to violate the Nuptial Bed ; 
** From which polluted Head, 
•* Infedious Streams of crowding Sins began, 
♦• And thro' the Ipurious Breed and guilty Nation ran/^ 

ROSCOMMOI^ 

Then he goes on to enumerate their Crimes, and concMes> — 

Kon his Juventus orta Tarentibus 
Infecit jEquor fanguine Punico, 
Pyrrhumque ^ ingentem cecidit 
Antiochum, Hannibalemque dirumr 
Sed rufticorum mafiula militum 
Troles, Sabellis doffa ligonibus 
Verfare gkhas, f$ Jevene 
Matris ad Arbi$rium recifi^ 
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fPortmrt fujiis ; Sol nhi nontlum 
Mutaret umbras^ ^j^g^ demeret 

Bobus fatigatis^ amicum 

U^emfus Mgens abeunte curru. 

The following .beaocifol Tranflatioa of che forgoing Lines br 
^ozd RofiommoHy can never be enough admir'd. — 

^* *Twas not the Spawn of foch as thcfe, f 

»• That dy'd with Tunick Blood the conquer'd Seas, ?• 

«* And <]na(h'd the fiern Macides ; «lk 

** Made the proud Jfian Monarch feel 
•" How weak Mis Gold was ^atnft Europe* % Steel ; 
*' Forc'd even dire Hannibal to yield, 
*' And won the long-difputed World at Zauuts fiital Field ; 
" But Soldiers of a ruftick Moald, 
*^ Rough, hardy, feafon'd, maniy, bold, 
*' Either they di^ che ftobhom Ground, 
•" Or through hewn woods their weighty Strokes did (bondt 
*' And after the declining Son 
** Had dians'd the Shadows, and their Task was done, 
" Home wini their weary Team they took their Way, 
^' And drowh'd in friendly Bowls the Labour of the D^y. 

And in the 5-tfa Ode of t];ie 4tii Book, addrefs^d to Angufiut, 
Im praiies him, amon^ other Things, for his putting a Stop to 
^he abominable Vices of the h%t by the Lex Julia^ and iays^ 
i^ac joow Adukery is not to be foooo — — 

NuUis PoUmitur eafia ^Xomus fit^is 
Mos.^ Lex maculofum. edamnit; nefas 
Laudamtw Jmili froie fmrfene^ 

And we may oblerve, chat as ta the Eckcadon and Care ef 
Children, which I faid was the chief Proof of a* Parent's Love. 
both VjrgU and this Author iMw even execUeac Leflbns on that 
Head ; ^^f^ has done it tot the cSarming Charafters of liis Af- 
famm and V alias ^ (as weU «s in others and Harace in that Ode 
>^lisfwnd6j— jMgmftam 
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Jh^fuftamy Amici, TauPeriem fati 
Robuftus acri militid Tuer 

Condi/cat^ fS Varthos ferocer 

Vexet eques metuendus hafid\ 

" Vitamque fub ^ivo, ^ trepidis agat 

Jm rAus. — — — n 

I N thofe Precepts alfo which I have already faid fie received 
from his Father, ^in the Satire I mentioned,) he gives good 
Roles for Education. 

Thb Virtues of the Ancients have had now a foil Examination^ 
in this Chapter; and by it the Reader mud be ienfible of their Re- 
gard to thole E>uties I have been treating of; from what has been 
laid in the former Parts of this Work, it will appear, 1 believe, 
that neither their Religion or their * Philofophy could have That 
general EfieA, and that rather the contrary was to be expeded 
from the former, and the latter could not be general or obligato* 
ry : I fhall therefore fay no more at prefenr on that Head, but 
proceed to obferve the Condud of the Chriftian World in all the 
^dbovementioned Particulars : And firft as to Religion. 

I T may perhaps feem a Cenfurc too fcvere, to fiy that the Majo- 
rity of thole who profcfs themfelves Chriflians, are notfo, in thor-' 
real Meaning of that Word; but in outward Profeflfon only. But, I 
beheve, if Hiftory orpall'Timesbc confuked, if the Tranfaiftions 
of the prefent Age be confidered, it will be focmd, that what t 
advance is far from being an unjuft Accufation. 

From the Time of the firft Degeneracy, that is, as foon as 
€brifl;ians ceafed-co follow the Example of the Primitive Apoftles- 

♦ As a Proof of the little Service the Phaofopben could he of to the RonUM's^ as to * 
Virtue, we are to obferv« that Phildbptr^ watlitlk ftudiid at Rmu^ even in Cic/ro^s 
Titnm -, fer at the bcginnuif of hisSeoandoook of Qfiusiktftn malm an Apology for 
applying himfdf to that Study, and it is faid he was was ridicuPd by fome of the graver 
old Patriots for his Speculations. — Thus whatever Advantages the Greiir could reap 
6om Philofophy, it iscertam that the Roman Virtues wei^ not produced by Letters (in 
aeneral,^ for toe many^reat A6ti*ns I have wlattd were antonor^«(»'C7«r^'s Thnei •-» 
The Header is ddUed to take nottce, that in mr firft Chapter^ fpeaking of the difieraat 
Se£b of Philofophers, I divided the AcadmUks into Two Scflsv- the Old and Nfcw, 
whereas there were indeed Three ; that is, fioU Head of the OW, Jriifilai of the Se- 
cond, and Cameadii of the laft ; but ibe Tenets of Ar'aftks and Cameades were ib little 
diffident) that I thought the jufieft Divifion wa» int» Two, viz* the Old and* New. 

aad: 



Digitized by 



Google 



28o Of the Morals of the Ancients. 

and Martyrs, the World has been increafing in Irreligion and 
Immorality, and we go ftill farther and farther from the true Pu- 
tity of Manners and Refpc(9: for Religion. 

If we look into Roman Catholick Countries, we (hall fe e a 
great Shew of Devotion kept up, partly by Force, and partly by 
the Captivatjon of Men's Minds ^ but then we ihall oblerve Reli- 
gion turned into wicked and childifli Superftition, where nothing 
is good but the Foundation, upon which they have raifed a Su- 
perftrudure, not only extravagant, but quite different from and 
repugnant to what it is built upon: Mens Ideas of Piety arc 
taught to fix themiclves upon Ceremonies almoft as abfurd as the 
'Egyptian ObjetSts and Manner of Adoration ; they arc vainly- 
taught to have Reliance on Men canonized for Lucre by the pre- 
tended Succeflbr ofxSt Teter\ Men who perhaps have as little 
Title to that Advant^e, as many of the Emperors of i?^;^^ who 
were deified by a vile cringing Senate ; their Heads are ftulFd 
with a Belief of monftrous f aluties : — 

Legends of Saint s\ who never yet had Beings 

Or being n£*£r were Saints. ^ ' ' • « Ro w e. 

And in Coniequcpce of this they fondly revere Idols as mon.* 
ilrous as they are impious. We fliall fee alio in thofe Countries the 
Spirit of Chriftianity quite altered or laid» afide, and a Temper 
of ^P^anifm put on, as to Superftition and Barbarity, as well as 
moft of their Ceremonies imitated and clofcly copied : In ^nc, — 

That ftalks Gigantick forth, all arm' d with Terrors^ 
As if it meant to Ruin^ not to Save ; ^ 

That leads embattel'd Legions to the Field^ 
And marks its ^rogrefs out with BUxd and Slaughter. 

Hughes. 

In the fame Countries we Ihall find, as a natural Confequencc 

of what I have laid, MoraMty neglcdcd or debased, and foch abo- 

mmable Vices of all forts, as clearly fliew Chriftianity to be op- 

prels'd and depraved in thofe Nations. 

♦ &/ Popery and Yz%2si\Sm4ompafd^ by JDr. Middlcton, 

But 
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B u T to come to what more nearly regards us, to retirrn home 
to this Comitry of ours, we are to obferve our Situation, as to 
thefc Matters. 

But before I go on, I muft ftop one Moment to take Notice, 
that tho* the Papifts and Pagans have this Conformity in Supcr- 
flition and Ceremonies, yet there is this Difference : the Pagans 
were devout according to the real Fundamentals of their Religion ; 
but Papifts are moft of them, in the firft Place, pious in Appear- 
ance only; and, fecondly, upon the leaft Examination, they 
themfclves will find, that the whole Compoficion of Popery is ab* 
iblutely contradictory to what they pretend to profcis in Purity 
and Orthodoxy, I mean Chriftianity ; and the Proof of it is, 
(befides the Corruption of Dodrine,) that their Piety has no In- 
fluence upon their Morals ; whereas no Man can be a true Chri- 
(lian, but he muft be perfed in his Moral Condud:. 

Our Situation in this Part of the World is quite different : 
We have the Chriftian Religion eftablifhed here, as near the pri« 
mitive Purity as it could be ; purg'd from the Errors of Popery^ 
and not run into the other Exccfe of Anarchy and Confufion, un* 
der a Pretence of a ftrider Reformation : Yet fiich is the Temper 
of this Nation, that out of an Abhorrence of Hypocrify and Ec- 
ctefiaftical Tyranny, Matters are run into the other Extream ; Re* 
ligton is thought and fpoken of as a Device to deceive and fubdue 
the Minds of the Vulgar, and as too grofs an Impofition to capti- 
vate the Opinion or Belief of thofe of a higher Rank; the Cler* 
gy are look'd upon as a Pack of crafty Knaves, who have no 
other Profped nor Defign in talking of Piety, Religion and Good- 
nefs, or in being careful of any thing which concerns the Church 
and their Order, than to procure Power, Wealth and Pofleflions 
to themfelves. 

And this Way of Thinking is encouraged amongft the Careleft 
and Indifferent, the gay and light of Thought, by defigning and 
artful Men of various Sei9:s, whofe Intereft it is to unlcttle the 
Minds of the People of this Nation, to get them at laft into their 
Net. 

It is true, there are many good and pious Perlbns, of all Ranks 
and Orders, who are grieved at this Spirit of Irreligion, and do 
what is in Their Power to get the better of it ; but they are not 

O o fofficient 
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fafficicnt to ftop the Torrent, the Number is fa great on the other- 
Side, that fuch Men can only lomeQrthc FrutclefQeis of their Eq« 
deavours. 

From this Temper, which has got fo great a Head, ^uapu|rallyv 
follows a Depravity of Moral CqnduiJJ: ; for, as I faid befor?,, 
our Morality (in true Purity) aWblutely depends upop our Reli- 
gion, and fiilce That, founded upon (Irongf^r Proof than any thing 
elfe we can name, is become problematical and doubtful, no won-i 
dcr we fail in our Morals. 

W E have ftveral Cuftoms and Laws eftabUflied htre, wJjich not 
opiy imply a general Falfenefs of Heart and a wicked DiipoHtion, 
but are alio in a great mealure produdive of it ; as for Inflance, 
that Multiplicity of Occafions where Men are pijt to a/Tert their 
Sincerity by Oath, that is, by attefting theMajefty of the Deity, 
and making it intervene upon every Matter, of not tjiat Impor- 
tance as the Lois of Men's Souls. Were, not Men. to perjure 
thcmfelves, it would be well enough j but confider jng the Dege- 
neracy of Mankind, there arc many Cafes where their Paflions 
and Interefts urge them to it, and by the Frequency of Oaths, . 
they are taught by Uft to make light of them; and whep oijcg 
they, (by Intercft or PafTion, as I have fcid) are got fo far as wil- 
iully to fwear faWcly, their Minds arc then arrived at luch a dcr 
grec of Corraption, as to be prepared fojr <any other Wickcda^ls. 

Let us now view our Situation, as to thofe other Duties meq- 
cd in this Sedion ; Refped:, Veneration, and Duty to Parents are 
fhewn' no longer than Dependency ancl Intercft can have their 
Sway ; when thefe Motives are gone, no Gratituiic or Afr^<^><^Q 
to thofe who gave us Being is manifefted, (generally fpeaking*} 
The fame may be faid as to all thofe fuperior ]^elations to whom * 
there can be any Obligations; and for This, Parents are in a greap ^ 

* Let us tut obfervc the Force of Truth, even in Oppofition to fo general a Dcpra- - 
vity ; hx it is apparent, that amongft the Generality of Mankind, any one who is a 
profcfs'd Defpifer of ReveaPd Religion, as well as Natural, has much- Icfa Sway in the 
World, and meets with much lefs Efteem, and Men have much left Reliance on him 
in aU Afiairs of Moment, than on any Man who pailes for a Religious Man : I fay, . 
this is fo in general, and this in a World which fhews fo little Regard to Chriftianicy, 
as to the obeying its Precepts. This Way of Thinking which I have taken notice of, 
is a tacit Acknowledgment of the Ufefiilnefs of Religiop, and a Cdhdemqation of their 
own Condud. 

Mcafiire 
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Meafiirc to thadk thcmftlves; For the Love that they ihcw their 
Childrefl confifb in Folly and Indulgence in iiich Things as are 
ridicoloos or hurtful i their Morals (as I have faid before) arc 
negleded, they arc brought up in Admiration of Riches, Gran- 
deur, Munificence and Luxury; no generous or magnanimous 
Thoughts inculcated; no Publick Spirit, no Simplicity of Man* 
ners, no Difmterefiedncfs taught; Friendfliip and all the ftri(3: 
Rules of Morality are laughed at as Romantick and imprad:icable ; 
and above all, Religion is made light of: Add to all this, the 
Oondud: and Example of the Parents in all the Parts of Life, 
which being generally vicious, are greedily feized upon by the 
Youth as proper Precedents, as well as agreeable to their Inclina* 

^tions ; aod thus in time they retort thefe Vices and Leilbns upon 

tthcir Fathers and Mothers. 

Aitas TarentHm, fejor Avis^ tulit 
Nos nequiores^ mox daturos 

Trogeniem vitiofiorem. H*o ar 

** Our Fathers have been worfc than Theirs, 
•* And We thaq ours ; next Age will fee 
<• A Race more profligate than we, 
*^ (With all the Pains we take) have Skill enoi;^h to be* 

Roscommon. 

As to our Marriages ; as Money or Vinity are generally iht 
Keafbns which prompt Men and Women to meet in that State, 
and as each briDgs a good Stock of wilful Paflions of all Kinds, and 
^thcre Is little Love to oblige them to mortify them for their mutual 
1SafeandSatisfa<ltion, no wonder in the leau that Happineis in that 
State is fb feldom found ; and if there be at any time a Marriage 
where the moft ardent and vehement Love is the Motive, it is ge* 
nerally of that ^ groflcr Kind which departs after it is fatisficd, or 

ellc 

* Although Marriage is moft undoubtedly ftcinott fa:cred of a!l Tics inXife, and 
dcfervcs confcquently to bo in the higheft Reverence, in all Chriftian Countries j yet 
one would think that artiong thofe Nations who have made it an eflSmtial Part of their 
Jleligion, fas all Pppifh Nations ha$«, by making it a Sacrament,) itought ftill to he i^ 

O o ^ ^eater 
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clfe upon narrow Circumftances or other worldly Accidents, or 
even Length of Time and Change of Form in the Object beloved,, 
by Age or Sicknefs. I forbear inufting upon the vicious Condud of 
both Man and Wife, by which they break the Vows of Fideiicy 
to each other, made folemnly in the Prefence of the Deity ; be- 
caufe the dweUing long upon fiich flagrant Offences, fuUies in 
fome Meafiire the Chalfity which every Chriftian Writer fliould 
keep to In his Works. When Men fail in thefe important Points,, 
it is not furpriiing that there fhould be little Regard paid to fra^ 
ternal Affection, or to any of the more diftant Relations in Lifi^ 
Intereft and various Paffions are the Caufe that this Friendfhip, 
which fcems marked out by Nature, is the mofl negleded ; and 
if Brothers fell not into dired and downright Quarrels, (which 
they often do for unworthy worldly Rcafons,) yet there is ufiiaL* 
ly an Indifference to be obfcrved, and they are the Perfons who 
have the leafl Intimacy together.. 

The fame Negligence is in all the other Retiations, aod the 
fame RemifTnefs of Duty and Tendernefs. 

A s to Gratitude, little of that is to be expeded where Mea^ 
are deficient in tbofe Articles I have fpoken of ; for as in the 
general Corruption ef Mankind, Favours are commonly beftow'd 
tot Reafbns of Intered:, and from felfilh Motives^ fo thofe who 
at any time receive any real ones, are always willing to believe 
that all are befk>wed from the fame Defign ; thus to encourage 
and fiipport the Inclination they find in themfelves to In^ati- 
rude ; that is, to preferve a grateful Senfe of the Kindneflc» na 
longer than Interefl makes it convenient. 

F R o M a Neglcia of this Virtue, we may eafily be led to be- 
lieve that ^Humanity is not muck to be found. Mankind is toe 

Selfiib, 

greater Veneration than with their Proteftant Neighbours i But we find that it is diiedljr 
the contrary with them ; and that the Vows made at the Entrance into that State, are 
no where fo Tittle regarded;, as among fome neighbouring Peopk who would be thought 
the true Profcflbrs of Chriftianity. 
» * It has been urged by fome Authors, that the Greeks and Romans were in their beft 
TimestefifpMrihg'of Human Blood, than the Chriftians in their worft Times ;. but 
this I can by no means agree to ; and I believe the Reader will be of my Opinion, when 
he confiden the tender Que thtRomans had of the Lives of their Citizens by their Laws ; 
as alfo the Atbadans^ &€• And lafirmy that coniidering the Purity of the Chriftiaa 

Religion^ 
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Selfifh, too much ihut up id their own Follies and Concerns, too 
much taken up with the Endeavours to fatisfy their unruly Paf. 
fions, to have fo much of Benevolence as is necefjary for this Vir- 
tue ; and very often thole very Paflions which arc to be fatisfy'd, 
are in their Nature contrary to Humanity. Falfhood and Infince- 
rity ipring from the fame Root as the former, fo I inflft not up- 
on it. 

A s to our Deficiency in Point of Chaflfity, Modiefty and Tem- 

Brrance, I need not make any long Comment upon that ; the 
ifpoilcion this Nation is in, as to thofe Particulars, is obvious to 
every one's Oblervation : And in this, as well as in what I have 
faid of our other Vices, I appeal to every Reader for the Truth 
of what I have aflerted, which ii he be the leaft verled in the 
World, he muft have colle43:cd from his own Obfervation of the 
Proceedings of Mankind. 

The Condud: of the Majority of the People in this Nation is 
fiich, as if they looked upon want of Chaftity and Modefty as no 
Crime, but rather a fafliionable Accompliihment ; and the fame 
thing may be faid of Intemperance. From the higher Ranks of 
People, thefc Vices, by a natural and eafy Dcfcent, have got a* 
mongfl the lower Sort, where they make ftill worfe Havock, be- 
caufe they have lefs Reflraint from their Underdandings, and 
have no Idea of what is meant by Decency. 

Drunkenness in particular (the Source of all other Crimes;) 
is got to fuch a Head, that there is no fllrring abroad without 
beholding it in every Street. 

And here we may take notice of an Inflance where a general 
Evil and univerfal Wickednefs is encouraged for fome trifling Ad- 
vantages to particular Societies of Men, ag^infl all the Rules of 

Religion^ the frequent Wars among Chrrftiam (not to mention the many other Species 
of Barbarity) are moreinexcufable, and are greater Proofs of Cruelty^ than any thing, 
"©vex praftifed at Greea or Rome : ■ 

-. mia an tie/if 

Death's Miniftersy not Men^ who thus deal Death' 

Inhumanly to Men^ and muhipfy 

Ten Thoufand Foldy the Sin of him who flew 

His Brother ; for of whom fuch Mqffacre 

Make they^ but of their Brethreriy Men of Menf Mf i/T o n* 

goodl 
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good Policy, (as well as againft the Prftccpts of Religion \) for 
,it can never be for the real Intereft of any People to fnffer or 
promote the Advantage of the Few, at the Expence of the Pro* 
Jperity and Happinefs of the Many. 

But this is done here, by all thofe Shops where intoxicating 
Liquors are fold at fo cheap a Rate, as that he who asks aa Alms 
of you, tho' you give him but a mere Trifle, fliall employ it fb 
jefTedually, as to be ready the next Hour to rob you or cut your 
Throat. It is from thofe bellifli Places that the Prifons are ftird, 
and the Gallows and Gibbets fiipply'd ; from hence proceed Robu 
bcries. Murders, and all Species of Villariy ; as long as this Abufe 
ilafts, Numbers of Subjet^s who might otherwife be ferviceable to 
their Country in different Capacities, muft lofe their Lives daily, 
either by' the Hand of Juftice, or by the Deftrudion of thenr 
•Conftitution. by a frequent Ufe of thole poifonous Liquors. 

I HA VE now given an exad: Account of our Situation, as to 
^ thofe Points contained ia thisSedion; I ftall therefore, in as few 
Words as may be, obferve the^ many Rcafbns we have to be ifi 
a quite contrary Diipofition. 

Our Incitements to Piety are the greateft that can poflibly b^, 
from the Certainty and Excellence of the Chriflian Religion efta- 
biifhed in its true Purity, of which I have already made mention 
more than once, 

I T would be t Reafon Arong enough to enforce the Pradicc 
.of all the Virtues we treat of, to fay that Chriftlanity is Benevo- 
lence 

* The Header is dcfired to confidcr, that when our holy Religion fSrft made its Way 
into the World, all Nations were iunk into the greateft Abominations ; And none of the 
Virtues mentioned in this Worlc were any where to be found among the Generality of 
Mankind ; fooiething m6re efficacious therefore, than their Incitements to Virtue, was 
necef&ry, fince Thofe did not prevent them from degenerating ; and the great Change in 
the Morals of Mankind, upon their iiril embracing Chriftianity, is fufficient to prove 
what it can ^e&, if duly pradis'd and obeyM. — With us the Gife is different ; I do 
not think it is poffible to conceive Incitements to Virtue of a ftronger Nature, than to 
be told by the Deity himfelf, we iball be ^ernally happy if we pl»fe, or eternally mi- 
ferable if we negle£t his Commands. If fuch Motives have no Weight, I. muft confeis J 
cannot imagine any thing more efficacious or likely to fucceed. 

f Left it may be thought by fome, that I ought to expatiate more upon the Chriftian 
Indtements to Virtue and Piety, I here obviate what may be faid as to.that Matter, in 
r^rd to this Chapter, and all the others, by defiring my Readers to confider, that all 
J can by on thofe Heads muft be fuperfluous, fmce the Book which contains all the 

HulM 
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Wnccand Purity of Heart in its very Eflence; but we may far- 
ther take notice, that one of G o uh pofitivc Coinmands is to ^ 
Honour^our Father and Mother:^ and from thence will naturally 
follow our Affedipn to all our other Relations, manrfefted in the 
bed and mod rational manner. 

And in the Old Teftamcnt we have the firft Inftitution of 
Marriage, in the Example of our firft Parents : In the holy Gof- 
pel, our.bleflcd Saviour ftill ftrengthens, by his Divine Precepts, 
our Regard to This and all other Tics of Nature and Reafpn : 
And his Apoftles, in their Epiftles to the Faithful, give noble 
Rules for all th? Duties of Life. 

Then as to Gratitude, Humanity, Chaftity and Temperance, 
and Sincerity, (which naturally accompanies thefc, for tme Vir- 
tue needs no Difguifci) the New Teftamcnt is one continued Sc- 
rics of Precepts and Examples of all thefe Virtues, And the ho- 
ly Apoftles are Proofs of the Poflibility and Eafc there is in * 
prad;ifing all thcfe Duties, which feem fo difijcult to thofe who * 
arc corrupt of Heart ; the fame may be faid of * all the Primitive 
Chriftians, till the Time that they began to fall into worldly > 
Corruption.. 

In ihort, whoever would defcribe a true Chriftian, muft make 
him Pious, Juft ^ cxad: in all the Duties to Relations, to his Coun* 
tryj above the little Vanities and Luxury of the World; faithful ' 

Rules of our Religious and l^^orjl Conduft^ v$ (or ought to be) in every Body's Hands^ * 
and may foon be confidted \ befides the many leaned Conunepts there are now extant 
upon it. 

* To fum 4ip all we (hall fay at prefent of o\ir excellent Religion, -our fublime Sy- 
ftem, we affirm^ that the firft Times of Chriflianity can hoaft o/ Men of all Ranks 
and Degrees praaifing all Virtues in the moft exalted Manner, r- The moft fplendid 
Honours, the moft opulent Fortunes, given up for the Sake of Jesus Christ; 
the greateft Torments eqdurcd to prove their Conftancy \ t|ie moft extenfive Charity, 
the moft edifying Piety, manifefted upon all Occafions. In fl^ort, (to fpeak in regard to 
the Subje£b contained in this Treatifc,^ true Juftice ; a fincere Love for their Country, 
quite unblemifli'd ; real Magnanimity ; Friendfliip in the greateft Perfedion ; of which 
we have a bright, and almoft divine Inflance in St. Bafil and St. Gregory Nazimzen^ 
(about which, fee the whole Account of it written by the latter himfelf,) not to mention- 
fewcral others of the Primitive Profeflbrs of ChrifKanity ; in a Word, we find in all ' 
thcfe, pure and holy Devotion ; a due Regard to all the Relations of Life ; Gratitude^ , 
Behevolence, Sincerity, Temperance, and Chaftity ; and, above all, thefe Virtues * 
were accompanied m them with Humility, as St. Augujijn fays, — Hac omnia fadunty ^ 
non propter ardor em inanis Gloria y fed propter caritatem FeHcitatis etertuo, . 
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to his Friend, grateful to his Benefadors. Humane, Benevolent t<i 
all Mankind, Sincere, Chafte, Modeft and Temperate, in Thoughts, 
Words and Deeds. 

For we fee our * Saviour condemns even all filent Defiresof 
fatisfying the Flefli ; he will not allow even Looking upon an 
Objed: with an evil Intention; and then the Confideration of our 
Regeneration by Baptifm, our being redeemed by fo precious f a 
Price as the Death of the Saviour of the World, ought to make 
us have a Reverence for our Bodies as well as our Souls. 

In fine, a true Chriftian, with all thefe Virtues, will be confci* 
Qus of his Nothingnefs, and will make Humility the Recommen- 
dation of all the other, by a grateful Acknowledgment of G o d'$ 
Grace : Such a Difpofition and fuch a Behaviour, not only entitle 
him to eternal Rewards, but makie him fit to enjoy immortal Satit 
/actions. 

• See the ^th Chapter of St. Matthew. 
+ See the 6tb Chapter of the Ftrji EpiJtU of St. Paulfd the Corinthian*. 




C HAP- 



Digitized by 



Google 



aSp 



Chap. VIL 

An Enc^uiry into the Caufes of the Vir- 
tues ^ r^^ Heathens, related in the fore- 
going Chapters 'y and into the Reafom of 
the Degeneracy of the Chriftians. 

I.Am now come to the laft Part of this Work ; but it is that ia 
which there is by far the ereateft Difficulty ; for the Virtues 
I have related are fo remarkable, and the Foundation for them 
in Appearance lb finall, and on the other hand, the Condudl of 
Chriftians in thofe Points is lb much worle than was to be ex.- 
peded from their Motives to the contrary, that, I muft confels, 
I -find the Task I have undertaken to be not a little arduous. But 
if my Diffidence of lucceeding in this Difquilition will have any Me> 
rit, whatever may be my Succefe, whatever Force my Conjciftures 
and Rcafoning may have, I Ihall Hill be applauded for having 
opened a Road in which others may henceforth proceed with 
greater Facility, and arrive at a Certainty in That, which I only 
offer in this Chapter, as highly probable to the Judgment of the 
Poblick. 

The Reader, muff have obferv'd in the former Sedions, that 
the Ancient Heathens (out of which I have chiefly fix'd upon 
the Greeks and Romans as moft worthy our Notice, for Realons 
already mentioned,) were eminently remarkable for moft of thofe 
* Virtues which contribute to the Good of Society, and adorn 

Man- 

* There are three or four remarkable Things which regard the Virtues of the An- 
cients in Cicer(^i Offices^ which deferve our Notice : I will give them in his own 
.Words — Qt quiitm Scaevola P. //m, cum poliukffet ut ftbi fundiu, cujus mptor 
srat, jimel in&carttur^ tdque venditor Ha fecijfet., dixit, fe pkris ejiimare j addict ctntum 

P P mi Hid 
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Mankind : And in mod of my Examples^ I have not picchM upon^ 
Perfons fecluded from the World, by the Particularity of their 
Temper, or the Singularity of their Notions; who, by hving a 
reclule Life, and ieparatcd from the Contagion of Vice, may- 
have with the greater Eafe prefervM their Probity ; but I have 
chofen Princes, Statefmen and Generals, Men in the greareft Pofls 
in Life, and confcquently exposed to the ftrongcft Temptations 
of all Kinds : I have brought in whole Nations as Inftances o£ 
general Virtue* Such Examples as thelc are beyond Exception, 
and are evident Proofs of the Strength of thofe Virtues I have 
related. 

' A N D in effed:, what can be more (urprifmg, what can be more- 
glorious, than for Men who had no Helps from Religion, no 
Afliftance from any certain Moral Syftem, to have Ihined thus emi- 
nently in many of the mod efTential Virtues ? fo as to furpaismany 
of thofe who are blefe'd with the brighteft Syflem of Religion and* 
Morality, who have received from the immediate Revelation oF 
the Deity, the noblefl: Rules for their Condud: towards God and 

\ Man ! To obfcrve not only one Man, but a whole People, have 
a true Notion of Juftice; to fee the Love of their Country, (that 
is, a Defire to promote the Welfare of thofe they were born a- 
mongft) fo ftrong, that they frequently facrific'd to it^ their Pat 
fions, and the dearcft AfFedioris in Life, and often their own 
Lives: This, I fay, juftly claims our Wonder. And however theyi 
varied in other Points, all Men join'd in this vehement Fondnefs 
for their Country ; for befides the Difference between Virtue and 
Vice, there arc different Species of Virtue : for fuppofinc; an E^ 
quality of good Senfe and Goodnefs of Dilpofition, yet iome are 
by Nature more fitted for fome Exicellencies and Accompliihments- 
than others are, and are more conlpicuous in fome Points of Vir* 
tue, than in others; but All, to our Amazement, agreed in this. 

milUa. ■ Athenienfes cum Perfarum impetum nullo modo pojjent Juflinere^ Jlatuirent- 
que^ ut^ urbe reli^a conjugibus &f liberis • IVoezcne depofithy naves confcenderent^ Uber- 
tatemque Gnecije clajfi defenderent^ Cyrfilum qiundam Jidodentem^ ut tn urbe numerenty 

Xerxemque reciperenty Lapidibus cbruerunt. The Athenians had puWick * Curies 

pronounced with great Solemnity againft thofe who feil'd in Points of Humanity — 
Erranti viam mn monfirare — qmd Athcnij execratimbus fidflids Jimiiwn eft^ fays 
Cicero^ 
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Thus the Heroes of Rome ^ded : 

Dun jahux de fa Foi vachez les Ennemis 

Cbercher avec la peine la Mort toute frHe ; 

^^un Fits viSforieux l^ autre profcrit la The ; 

L^ autre avec des Teux fees S? frefqu^ indifferens 

Voit mourir fes deux Fils, par fon Ordre exp trans. 

Malheureux il eji vrai! mats toujours la Tatrie S? laGloire 

'Ont, parmi les Romains, remforti la viBoire ! R a c i n £• 

Nor does it lefs demand our Admiration, to fee the Greatncfs 
of Soul, the true Magnanimity of the Ancients, on many fignal 
Occafions ; their Courage and Fortitude, that is, their Contempt 
of Death and Pain ; their Indifference at the Approach of many 
Terrors, which affect us more than they did them, altho' we have 
it in our Power fo to arm ourfelvcs againft all the Accidents of Lift, 
as to bear every thing which is generally thought terrible with 
the greateft Conflancy : To find Men eminent for a Contempt 
of that which captivates every one's Mind at prefent, I mean Mo* 
•ney, and only pofle/fing it in fuch a Manner as to contribute t6 
the Eafe and J^appinefs of their Friends and their Country ; to 
xJefpife Luxury, and all thole Wants which fome People think 
Greatneis, but which befpeaks a Littlenefs of Mind ; to be fen- 
fibie of thar noble Affedion, Friendlhip, ift its greateft Extent, 
and pundual to all its Duties ; to be exad: in the Performance of 
what their Religion * commanded them ; to be regular in their 
Duties to thole Relations which Nature and Rcafon teach Man- 
kind to love and honour ; to be careful in following thofe Laws 
of Morality which afTeifted the Peace and Felicity of their Fellow- 
Creatures, and thofe which more particularly regarded the Dignity 
of their own Bodies and Minds : To find their beft Men have nob- 
ble Sentiments upon thefe Heads ; (not that every Man was Ma^ 

♦ The Reafon why a Refpe£l for Religion was inculcated by the Legiflators of An- 
ttquity, was from that innate or traditional Reverence for the Deity, which is in the 
Breads of all Men ; and at the fame time, becaufe they thought that a Veneration far 
the Supreme Being would by a neceflary and natural Dependance and Concatenation of 
the Paflions, produce- a Reverence for their temporal Gdvcrnors i and this indepen- 
dently of any Influence that Religion could have upon their Morals. This I belierc VfilX 
<^ ibund true, upon due Rcflcdion. 

Pp X (Icf 
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fter of all thefe Perfedions, but they were divided amongft them ;) 
to obfcrve, iiich Virtues and fucb Qualities amongft Men merely 
inftru(aed by the Light of Nature, is as furprifing, as it is capa- 
ble of caufing S,hame and Mortification to thole, who by their 
fupcrior Advantages ougjit to be far fupcrior ia the PofTeffion and 
Pra(Jlice of every Virtue. 

For could a Religion founded upon the wild and irregular 
Fancies of uninftrudled Man, wherein their Paffions and Vices, 
their * Follies and vain Ideas were deify'd, and then adored in 
liich a Manner, and with fuch Ceremonies, as fhock'd not only 
common Senfc, but Humanity, Chaftity, Modefty and Tempe- 
rance, wherein were the moft childifh as well as immoral Super- 
ftitions ; could fiich a Theology f influence Mankind to the Per- 
formance of the Adions I have related ; or could different Sci^s 
of jarring Philofophers, all equally arrogant, pofitive and vain^ 
and all with equal Pretenfions to be fo, whofe Opinions were all 
contradidory to each other, and fome of them as abliird as they 
were immoral, % and none had Credentials for challenging Rc- 
Ipcd and Obedience, could thefe be the Motives of the gene- 
ral 

^ * Even Hell was Fable y and their hUJl Abodes 

' Of Brutes a Synody or a Mob of Gods. Essay* on Reason. 

+ The direft contrary to this was to be expefted, as may appear by thofc Lines in 
the 5th Scene of the 3d Aft^of The Eunuch of Terence ^ wjierein upon a particular Oc- 
cafion, Chorea fays, 

.^ — — . .— Bum apparatUTy Virgo in Conckwifidet 

Su/pe^ans Tabulam quondam pWaniy ubi inerat Pi^fura haCy Jovem 

^uo pa6io Danax mififfe cdunt quondam ingremium Imbrem aureum, 

Egomet quoque idjpe^are ccepi : far quia cinfirmkm kferat 

Jam olim Ille Ludumy irr^encHo magis amrm gaudebat mibiy 

Deumfefe in hominem cmuertijjiy at que per alienas tegulas 

Venijfe clanculum per impbtviumy fucumfa£fum Mulieri. 

At quern Deum ! qui Templa CoeUJomtu concutity 

Ego Homuncio hoc nonfacerem f Ego vero illudfeci ac Lubeni. 

It is plain that the Reprefentadon of that Incontinency of the Sovereign of the Gods 
encourages this young Man to commit the vicious and immoral A^on^ he was akcad/ 
io much inclined to. 

^' X What Bramin yety what Sage of Rome ^ GfeecC| 
/ E'er forrrfd one Moral Sj/iem rf a-piece f 
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ral PraAicc of the Virtues I have mentioned ? And were we to (iip- 
pofc and allow (which we do not) that they had a general Influ« 
cnce, yet they couU not affed all Times ; for fomc of the Vir* 
tues I have dilcours'd upon, and feveral of the Anions, were ma- 
nifefted and done long before many of the chief Philofophers ap- 
pearM, at leaft before they were known in that Part of the World 
which was the Stage on which many of thefe great Adions were 
performed. 

B u T if this Matter be well confider'd, it will be clear, that 
luppoflng all thefe Philofophers had appeared ^t once in the 
World from the beginning of it, as they were alt in different 
Sentiments, (as I have^ihewn in my firft Chapter) how could 
they perfiiade Mankind to fiich a general Concurrence in the 
Pradice of Virtue ; fince one had no more Right to impofe his 
Opinion upon Mankind than another, and many of their Opini- 
ons were (pecious and plaufible, tho' contradidory to each other ? 
And we know by fatal Experience in our Days, how dilpos'd 
Mankind are to run into Opinions diredly contrary to each other, 
and all with equal Vehemence and Poflcivencfs in Matters of Faith, 
in which they all build upon the fame Foundation, tho' the Super- 
ftradure is fo infinitely varied ; but we find amongft the Anci-^j 
ents, that all chofe who deferv'd or cnjoy'd the Name of Good 
and Virtuous Men in all f^iu>n$, agreed in the Pradice of thej 
main Points of Morality. ^^Wen all this is well confider'd, can 
we refufc our Admiration, and even Applauie, to the Ancients 
who aded fo glorioufly, altho* deftitute of the noble Helps that 
we ChrilUans have? Can we forbear, 

— — — jis we turn the grave Hiftorisn's Tagty 

Or tafte the Rapture of the Toefs Song, 

As we fe arch the Latin and the Grecian Stores ; 

Or half an Ahar rmi'dj or Duty pat Jy 

Unmix' d with Rituals^ Homage^ Atylery^ Shade ? 

JVhich of thofi GodSie Andents ever drew 

The Whole of EtUch juftly round and true f 

Had MiJJion^ or to Profheqf or Preach f 

Sancton f Excite^ Authority to Teach ? , 

Nay, even their Rule of Morals and of Lifi^ i 

fVai ofien wrongs oft various, oft at strife. / £ $ s A y en R £ A s o k# 

• Can 
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Can wc (I (ay) forbear 

To wonder at the mighty Minds of Old ? R o w e. 

Indeed it muft be confefs^d, that we meet with feme of their 
^grcat Men, who were made fo, by having bad the good Fortune to 
fall into the Hands of the beft and mod rational of the Philofbphers \ 
as for Example, that illuftrious Sicilian^ the famous 2)/(?», who had 
<hc Advantage to be inflru<fled by TlatOy who had got his Notions 
Jfrom the excellent Socrates ; from whom alfo Xenofhon received 
thofe Sentiments which ftill do Honour to his Memory. Bat 
thefe Examples were but rare : And befides, we may learn from 
Hiftory, that "Dion had a molt excellent Difpoficion, which fboa 
|>rofttcd by the Leflbns he heard, as ^lato himfelf fays of hini, 
that he never knew any one more difpos'd to Virtue than 2>/w j 
for we muft obfcrve, there requires a Degree of Virtue to make 
iiich Advantages from the Inftrudlions of virtuous Perfons, as to 
4c:arry it afterwards to any Sublimity. 

Under all thele Difad vantages and Difcouragements, to what 
a Height did the Heathens carry their Virtue ! and tho' it may be 
foreign to the Purpofe, how did they fhine with the greateft Lu* 
ibe in all thofc Accompliihments which embellifli Life ! 

What noble Proofs have th^^eft us of the Grcatncls of 
their Genius in various Arts and ^iences, as wefl as in Moral 
Qualifications ? * What magnificent Ruins have wc, which fliew 

their 

* The excelknt Taftc of Pericles^ and many other great Perfons of Antiquity, is, 
I believe, well enough known j but that of Aratui is not fo much taken Notice of. 1 
have, in fome Parts of this Work, fpoke in a curfory Manner of this Great Man ; 
i)ut there are fome Things in relation to him, which I really think ought not to be 
x>mitted, tho' foreign to what I am now faying. — He was by Nature averfc to all Species 
4)f Defpotifm, andpafs'd his whole Life in many bold Attempts to free various States from 
Oppreflion \ in moft of which he fucceeded : His Behaviour in regard to Sicyom is very 
noble, and truly great ; this was his Native Place, and had been long tyrannized by an 
ufUrping Fa£bion, and many worthy Citizens had been banifh'd, and their Eftatcs con- 
fifcated and fold \ Araim delivered this City from Bondage, but the Difficulty confifted 
in reftoring thofc Eftates already fold, without caufing Murmurs and Troubles ; for 
this Purpofe he went himfelf to Egyp^ and obtoin'd fuch a Sum of Money of Ptohmy^ 
King of that Country, as was fufficient to make Matters eafy, which this generous 
Prince freely gave him upon account of his Perfonal Merit : The Sn\S& Method he took 
rto c^gulate A(fairS| and make all Matters turn out to the Advantage of his Countr\', 

may 
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their Perfedion in Architecture, what inimitable Remains of their 
Mafterpieces in Sculpture ! what Art is manifcfted in tbofe Stones 
and Medals, and other Things of that kind, which (till entertain 
the Curious ; but above aU, what excellent Proofs of the Subli- 
mity of their Genius in Poetry, Hiftory, and other Parts of 
Knowledge, which are the admirable and inimitable Models of 
the learned World ! What ftupendous Piles of Building, and o- 
ther Effe^s of Art do we read of in Hiftory, to have been in 
Hgypt, ( of which fome ftill are to be feen ! ) whole Towns ol 
the moft noble and majeftick Fabrick! The fame may be (aid of 
Greece and Italy^\ what lurprifing Machines do we find Archie 
medes to have invented !. what urong and wonderful Effe<9:s of 
* Mufick do we find in Antiquity ! And if we may now with 
Jufticc boaft of the Difcovery of leveral ufeful Arts and Improve- 
ment of others ; yet it is certain, that feveral of thofe in great 
Perfe<aion amongft them, are totally loft' amongft us ; or at leaft 
all Ideas of that Sublimity in thofe Aits, which it is evident, by 
Hiftory, they were poflels'd of. 

may be feen in his Life, written- by that excellent Hiftorian, Plutarch. But I muft 
obferve one Qrcumftance which relates to this Part of nvy Work, which is, that among 
feveral exquifite Pieces of Painting which were at Sicyane^ (in which Town was a famous 
School for that Art) there were the Pidures of many of the Tyrants of the Place : 
Aratus^ curious as he was in that noble Art, caufed all the Piftures of thofe Monfters 
to be efiac'd ; but when he came to that of Afijiraius^ done by the Difciples of Mdanthus^ , 
aflifted by Apelles^ he hefitated, charm'd with the Beauty of the Piece; Neakis, a famous 
Painter, beg'd liard for its Prcfcrvation ; but at laft Aratus made the Love of Painting 
yield to the Love of Liberty, and order'd the Figure of the Tyrant to be rubb'd out, and 
the reft of the Pidure preferv'd. He was ,fo eminent for his Tafte in Painting, Wr, 
that Ptolemy and other Kings begg*d him .to make G)lle6lions for them. We muft not 
forget that this worthy Perfonagc gave up his whole Fortune to promote his Defign^f 
delivering the Citadel of Corinth from the Garrifon of A/itigonuSj and thereby to fet- 
Greea at Liberty. See Plutarch about this Affiiir. ^^.Cicero fays of him, in his Book 
of Offices 5 O Virum magnum ! dignumque qui in nojira Bjspuhlua natm ejfet ! 

* In tht 5tU Volume of the ColledUon of learned and elegant D^rtations, which 
every Member of the Academy of Infcriptiom and Belles Lettres at Paris is obliged to 
produce every Year, and which are as ufeful to the Republick of Letters, as they are 
agreeable to the Reader 5 I fay, there we find that Monfieur Burette^ one of the Mem-- 
hers, aflcrts very ftrongly, that the wonderfiJ Effefts we read of Mufick were not fo 
great as defcrib'd, but were fucb as might be produced by the moft wretched Minftrel ^ 
here ^ and that, in fhort, the Mufick of the Ancients was not comparable to ours^ This 
he judges alfo from the Books extant of the Ancients,, relating, to that Ait - 
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I F they were thus great and aftoniihing in their Pcrfoirmances, 
how would they have gone ftill to a greater. Height, had they 
beeo Mailers of feveral Difcoveries we are poflefs'd of; liich zs 
Printing, the Compafe, ^c. efpecially the Greeks and Romans ; 
the former with the Acutenefs of their Underftauding and their 
Spirit of Curiofity ; and the latter with their bold and daring 
Temper, and their immenfe Power ! 

• And had the Ancients gone on in improving their Knowledge, 
and had not any Interruption been given to them by the Wars 
with the Barbarians^ and by the total Deftrudion of the Roman 
Empire, by thole Nations which from the North overflowed the 
World, they iliight with all their excellent Pcrfedions have ar- 
rived at thofc Difcoveries which we have fince ; and then to what 
a Height* would they have carried all Arts and Sciences ! 

Learning and Rome alike in Empire grew, 
And Arts ftill followed, where her Eagles flew. 
From the fame Foes^ at laft^ both felt their ^oom^ 
And the fame Age faw Learning fall^ and Rome ; 
With Tyranny, then Superftition join' d. 
As That the Body, This enfiav'dthe Mind\ 
Much Was believ'dy but little underftoody 
And to be dull, was conftrued to be good ; 
Afecond deluge Learning thus o^er-run^ 
And the Monks finifh^d what the Goths begun. 
At length Erafinus, that great injured Hame, 
(The Glory of the Triejthood, and the Shame,) 
* Stem'd the wild Torrent of a barbarous Age^ 
And drove thofe holy Vandals ofl^ the Stage. 
But fee ! each Mufe^ in LeoV golden T^ays, 
Starts from her Trance, and trims her withered Bays ! 
RomeV ancient Genius der its Ruins fpread. 
Shakes off the 2)«^, and rears its reverend Head! 

* It is vwy furprifing, that amongft all tbc glorious and ufcfiil Inventions of the An- 
jciants, that none except the Perfians, (not even the Greeks or Romans) ever thought of 
rftablJihing the Method of fending Letters by a regular and fettled Poft, from one Part 
pf a Country to the other, and even to foreign Nations ; a Thing which is now found' 
HP \Soi fuch genentl Vfe and Convenience over all Europe. 

Then 
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^hen Sculpture^ and her Sifter^ Arts, revive ; 
Stones kap'd to Form, and Rocks began to live ; 
With Jweeter Notes each rtfing Temple rung^ 
A Raphael painted, and a Vida fung. 

Mr. "Pope's Eflay on Criticifm. 

Indeed it muft be own'd, that the ingenious Author of <hc 
Reflexions upon Toetrj and Tainting tells us, that Arts and 
Sciences were declined even in Domitian's Time, and fo went on 
from worfc to worfe, until their total Eclipfe, caused in a great 
Meafurc by the above-mentioned Barbarians. This he attributes 
to the Alteration of the fame Climate : to which he thinks is 
owing the Flourifliing of all Arts and Sciences, or their Depreflion, 
more than to Moral Caufes ; and for this he gives very good and 
judicious Reafons. 

But be this as it will, it is certain that Letters began to re- 
vive but faintly, in Italyy under Leo X. and made but flow 
Progrefs ; juft as if the World had been but newly created, or 
lately recovered from another Deluge : And it happened then, as 
it does in the Conflagration of fome noble Palace, wherein werfe 
many ineftimable Original Paintings; fonle are abfolutely con- 
fum'd and burn'd, and others fo damagM, that they could not be 
made whole again, and but imperfe^ Copies could be taken ; 
which, by Application in fuccecding Times, have proved the 
Models to produce other good Originals. Thus it was with 
Learning : but thofc good Modern Originals have not appeared 
till the latter Times ; for, to Ipeak in general (for there are fome 
Exceptions) it feems to me that we have not been in a right Tafte 
of Writing of any Kind, till within thele Hundred Years ; and, 
for the trueft Delicacy, I can fcarcely allow above thirty or forty 
Years laft paft. With Painting and Architedure, the Cafe is 
otherwile. 

I beg pardon for this Digrefl[i6n, into which I have, I know 
not how, infenfibly been led: I therefore ngw return to the 
Morals of the Ancients. 

It will be perhaps obje<9:ed to me by fome, for want of Re- 
flexion, that thefc Virtues I have mentioned could not be amongft 
the Majority ; in fliorr, that there were more vicious than vir- 
tuous, or that there were many vicious, as well as many vir- 

Q^ q tuous < 
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tuous : This may be fo, as to the lattef ; but as to the former, I 
deny ir, in thofe Times of which I have chiefly treated. But 
liippofmg it were fo, yet it is dill Matter of great Amazement, 
that with ftich a Want of proper Incitements, there fhouid be {6 
many worthy Perfonages as I haVe fpoken of, befides great Num* 
bers which could not poflibly find room in the Bounds. I pro^ 
pofe to myfelf in this Treatife. Befides, the right and mole ra- 
tional Way of comparing the Virtues of different Nations or 
Ages, is by a Scrutiny, which has had the moft virtuous Perfons 
in it, without any Regard to which are the moft in Number, the 
virtuous or vicious, in their refpedive Nations. Add to this,, 
that a very few vicious among GhriftiJins, is a more furprifmg 
^hanomenon^ than to fee all the Heathens vicious; as, on the- 
other Hand, a very few virtuous among the Pagans is much more 
aftonifliing, than to find the whole Chriftian World in the Prac- 
tice of the fublimcft Virtues. Whoever will confider this Matter 
carefully, will find what I iay evident beyond Contradidlion. 

This Obje(9:ion, therefore, (if any fuch be made), can be o£ 
no Force: For which Reafon I ihall go on to ihew the Reader, 
that altho* the Virtues I have related are luperior to the general 
V\^Si\zt of the World, y-et they are defeAive in many very cA 
fcntial Parts of them, and far inferior to Virtues of that Sort,, 
if pradifed by Chriftians in the full Extent of the Dodrines of 
our Religion, and up to the fuUime Height of the Precepts and-* 
Ihftrudtons of tlie GpfpcL 

There are two Things, principally, which characSreri^e the 
Pagan Virtues, and which diftinguifli them from the lame Species 
of Virtues which ought to he in ufe amongft Chriftians ;. and tho/k 
are, a great Inequality in the lame Men; by which I mean, that* 
one Man (hall (hine in one Virtue, and yet be deficient in others;, 
or be eminent for fcveral , and yet fail in one or a few, or failt 
ibmetimes in the Pradice of thofe they have: The other is an 
Arrogance, a Want of Humility ; which laft Virtue gives the 
Prize and Merit!* to all the reft, and is not only lovely in itfdi^ . 
but adds Beauty to every other Quality and Accomplilnmcnt. 

The firft Defect is a natural Contequence of having no indu« 
hitable, fix*d, and obligatory Syftem of Morality, and for want 
alfo of. having a Religion whofe general Tendency is to Good- 

acis,. 
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Deft, and which by its Certainty, and by its very EflTence, muft 
eilabhih fuch Morality as nauft^be known to every Body » and be 
difputed by none. 

Thus we find feveral of tbofe great Men, whpfc Adions I 
Jiave related, faulty * in fonic Points, where one would wonder 
they could err, did not the true Canfe of it feem clear upon due 
£xaoiination. 

To make what I zifen fenfibleto every one^s ApprehenAon^ 
ibflac Examples will icrve to illuftrate my Pofition. 

I N my hrft Chapter, where I have treated of Jujiicey I have 
^iven Tome Indances of their Variation, as to that Point. I fhall 
therefore now confider fome \ farther Proofs of the Failure of 
the Greeks and Remans to that Article, in a colled:ive Body ; an^ 
then proceed to fcrutinize the Conduit: of fome of the bed and 
greateft Men, whoCe Virtues have been recounted in the Courle 
of this Work. The Injuftice of the Romans in all .their Cop- 
-qucfts, is to me j^^parent ; and I appeal to every one who ex* 
tmtnes their Aiftions with Judgment, wlietber from the Beginning 
to the End of their univerfal Empire, they did not poflefs them** 
felves of Countries to ^hich they had no Right, however Ipeci* 
oiis or plaufible their Pretences were : But to proceed to other 
Inftances of Injuftice ; What could be more flagrant Injuftice than 
the third Tunick War ? What could be more contrary to the 
Kules of Juftice, than their very firft Attempt upon the Sabines ; 
4nd alfo the Affair of Sardinia^ mentioned In my firft Chapter .? 

Their cruel Treatment of the Conful, ^ Hoftilius Manci. 
HUSf who was unfortunately hemm'd in with his Army, confift- 
tog of twenty Thoufand Roman Citizens, (befides the Allies and 
Slaves,) and reduced to the laft Extremities by Famine, and their 

* At an Inequality in the Chanuaer of the great Aatus^ a Man of great Virtues, 
Pktarcb ohfcrves, that out of his bafe Jealoufy and Envy of Clamenes King of Sparta^ 
he called in the Kings of Macedon to his Afliftance, who became the Tyrants of his 
Country ; and at laft, Philips then on the Throne, was the Caufe of the Death oiJratus. 

.J Cicero himfelf condemns the Romans for their ill Ufage of Corinth \ Sedutilitatis 
^Specie^ (fays he in his Cffias^} in Ripublicd faef^Jfune peccaiur j ut in Corinthi dijiurbatiom 
mflri, — Then he condemns alfo the jtlhenians j Durius etiam (fays he in the fame 
Place,) Aihcntenks qui Jciverunt^ ut JEginctiSy qui clajje vaklafu poUices praciderer,tur \ 
hoc vi^m ejt utile ; ninns enim imminebat propter propinquitatetn iEgina Piraoeo :^ fed ni^ 

hil quod crtideky utile. Would one take thefe for the fame People whofc Juftice I 

Jijive related in the firft Chapter ? 

Q^q X Breach 
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Breach of Peace with the Numantines^^ who had gain'd this Ad«- 
vantage over them, are inexcufable ; for the Confal, aflifted by 
the ^^ftoTy Tib. Gracchus, capitulated, and to lave the Lives- 
of lo many Perfons, agreed to the Terms the Enemies were plea- 
icd to grant, which were, that the Romans ihoald deliver up their 
Camp, and every thing it contained. The Senate and the People, not 
refleciiing upon the Circumftanccs their General and their Army- 
were in, folemnly broke the Treaty, and declared it bafe and un- 
worthy the Roman Name; and fent their Conful, bound Hand 
and Foot, to be delivered into the Hands of the NumantineSy to 
be punilh'd by them for. this Violation of Faith : Thefe Enemieft 
of Rome behaved, on this Occaiioo, much better than that fa* 
^ous Republick ; for they would not receive Mancinus, or do 
nim the leaft Harm; but publickly declared, that the Injuftice 
and Breach, of Faith of a whole People fliould not be revenged, 
upon one innocent Perfon * 

Thb Injuftice of this People to their Great Men, their vir-. 
tuous and meritorious Citizens, has been obferv'd in the firft 
Chapter. 

Their ill Ufage of Camillus^ Corioldnus, the great Scipioi 
who was publickly accused by the Roman People,, and who in- 
ftead of defending hiinfelf, faid, ** This is the Anniverfary of the 
** Day that I fubduM Carthage i follow mt^RMmns^to theCa- 
** pitol, and there let us repeat our Thanks to the Sovereign of 
*^ the Gods for that mighty Succefs !" By this Noblenels of 
Expreffion, this Grcatnels of Soul, be aftoniilfd bis -Enemies ; 

and foon after retirM from ungrateful Rome : I fay, thefe 

Things ate. well known, aad (hew the. Inconftancy of Heathei^ 
Virtue. 

Besides thefe, and many other of the fame Stamp, there are 
numerous Inftances where there was great want of Juftice and 
Probity, thp' not all of them fo openly nor^fb ihamelefsly mani- 
fefted ; and iot which^ I x^fti the Reader, to ths Roman Hi-., 
flory. 

Nor are the Spartans ^ with all their Pretenfions to rigid Vir-. 
tpe, to be in any wife held blanielefs upon fcvcral OccafiQns.{ . 

^^yid^ Plut /« Graccb. 

felir 
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for, in the firft Place, their Deiire of Conqueft over all Greece^ 
contrary to the wife Intentions and Regulations of ^ycurgus^ 
was great Injuftice: Then their Conda<fl towards the Tl&^^^irx was 
monltrous; they feiz'd upon their Citadel, as I faid before,* in 
Time of a profound Peace : The Affair i& fo flngular, that it is 
worthy our Notice. 

A certain Spartan, nam'd Th£bidas^ of much Ambition, but 
final! Underftanding, out of a Deflre of immortalizing his Name, 
made himfelf Mailer of the Fortrefs at Thebes, being then at the 
Head of the Lacedemonian Army ; he was accuied before the Se- 
nate of Sparta, by thofe of a contrary Fadion, for this Viola- 
tion of the Law of Nations : Upon which, that Body which pre- 
tended to fo much Juftice, gave this remarkable Sentence, That 
Thabidas fhould be deposVl and feverely fin'd, but that the La- 
cedemonian Garrifon fhould be kept and reinforced in the Citadel 
of Thebes. \ What could exceed the Oddnefs, as well as Wicked- 
nefs of this Judgment ? 

This Ufage of the Thebans^ and this Failure in fo eflential 
a Virtue, were foon after well reveng'd upon them by the great 
Efaminondas, by his glorious Vi Aories ^f Leu£tr£ and Mantis 
mas. 

The cruel Condud of the Sfartans towards their Slaves, 
named Helots^ was abominable; befides continual Severity to 
them, it is laid in Hiftory, that no lefe than two Thoufand of 
of them dilappear'd at once, fupposM to have been facrific'd to- 
the Fears of tne State. \ 

I have already Ipoken of fome unjuft Behaviour of the Athe- 
nuutSj to which we may add their Expedition to Sicily, ^| which 
as it was not juft, (6 had it a fuitable Succefs, for it was the^ 
chief Caufe of the Deftrudion of the Athenian Power. 

These two People, as well as the other Parts oi Greece, are 
noted in Hiftory for their Ingratitude to thole Men who had 
done them greateft Service^^ 

The Romans are fam*d for their Juftice in Governing the 
conquered World ; this may be true, if we Ipcak comparatively, 
that Mankind fufTer^d lefs under their Government, than under ( 

♦ ^ee Chap. I. II. and III. + Plut. in Agcfilaus. . J Thucyd. Diod. Sic. . 

tJ; Plut in the Uf$ (f Niciaa. , 

that: 
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•that of their tyrannick Kings; I mcao thofe Provinces of the 
Empire where Defpotifm had been cftabhfti'd ; aiid. for ought f 
know, the famous Rcpublicks of Greece^ when arrivM at fuch a 
Pitch of Corruption, whiijh was one great Caufe of their Subjer- 
tion to the Romans^ might be better under the abfblute Will of 
thofe Mailers of the World, than when expofed to the wild and 
iniquitous Management of their own corrupt Citizens. But noc- 
with(ianding all this, it is certain, that the Roman Publicans, that 
is^ thole who farm'd the Revenues of the Republick, were guilty 
of horrible and tyrannick Exactions in the Provinces ; and thole 
^Governors, Vrocmjuls or ^r£tws^ who had Integrity enough to 
put a Stop to fuch infamous Pradioes, were fure to run great 
Hazard of finking under the Refentment of the whole Body of 
the Roman Knights, of which thole Publicans were ; as for In- 
ilaoce, LucuUus fuffer^d great Hardlhips i^n that very Ac- 
iXMint.* 

But where the Governor of the Province was villainous e- 
^ough to plunder thole rubje<%ed to his Orders, and at the lame 
:cime wink*d at the Cruelty of the Publicans, it was then the 
poor Provinces fufferM moft horrible lojuftice : But (it may be 
-laid) it happened Ibmetimes, (nay often) that fuch Wretches were 
brought to Jufticc, and punilh'd by the i?d/^^« People ; it did lb j 
J^ut if we examine the Hiftory of thole Times, and Cicero^ s Let- 
ters, we ihall find^ that it was often done fey the fucceeding Go- 
irernof, to Ipite his Predcceflbr, as being of a contrary Fadioa 
or Party ; or elle by Ibmc'other Roman to lacisfy his Revenge, 
or any other of his degenerate PalTions. 

That I may not appear too prolix, I may venture to (ay 
without fardier Scrutiny of thele Three famous People In a coi- 
icdive Body, that if they were f deficient at di^ent Times, as 

to 

* Phjt. in LucuHo. 
t Cicero condemns the Ibmans^ and amongft others the virtuous Cato^ for a Failure ia 
feme effcntial joints : Sec his own Words, (peaking of the Utile zxA Hmfbm^ and kow 
anfeparable they were in Reality ; — Non igitur utilis ilia L. Philippi, Q^filii firUmiia 2 
quas Civitafes t,, Svlla, pecmia acceptS^ ex Semtus-conjiilto UberaviJJety ut ha rurfus ve^i^ 
gales ejjent : neque his Peamiamy quam pro libertate dedefkmt^ redderemus. Eft ei SenOaa 

ajenjiis. Turpe Imperii. Piratarum enim meUorfidei quam Senatus. Egoetiam^ aim 

Cjrtone meo fJpf dij}enfi\ nimis ndbiprafra^e videbatur ararium^ vedfigaSaqia defender e^ 
fimma PublUanisyregarej, multa Sociisy xum in biS benefid ejfe deberem^ eum iJlisftc ^ere ta cum 

^ Mlonu 
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ro this firft and ncccfTary moral Virtue; if thty could thus vary 
in that which was fb eHential to the Good ot Society, we may 
then be aflured they were equally inconfiant in every other Ar- 
ticle, and in every other Virtue difcourfed of in the former Chap^ 
sers. 

I T is now therefore time to find out the Unevenneft of Con* 
dud in thofe iilaftrioos Pcrfons, who in many Refpeds have 
done Honour to their refpecfhve Countries. 

As to the famous Law-givers of Antiquity, their Merit will be 
beft known by thofe * Laws which they eftablifli'd in their dif- 
ferent Nations^ I M 

mloms mfbisfoliremuS'^Mak etiam Curio aan caufam Tfanfpadtnonim aquam ejje dicebat : 
femper auttm addebaty vincat utiUtas, 

* It is j^npoffible in a Work of this Siise to give a full Account^ all the Laws of 
^ Ae Ancients ; and there are fo many excellent Authors who have treated of them in the 
ampleft manner, that it would be only fwellmg this Treatifc to an immenfe Bulk for no • 
Reaibn j befides, at Bjome there were every Day new Laws made, and very often only 
through a Spirit of Faftion: Therefore when we talk of Legifiators, who had a Re- 
gard to the real Good of thofe Societies they belonged to, we muft chiefly fix upon £#- 
hn among the Athenians ^ and Lycurgm in Sparta, Out of the Number of many wife and - 
virtuous Laws eftablilhed by them, I vixW infert here one or two ; and then on the other 
hand I (haH juft hint to the Reader fome others, where they deviated from what one 
would thmk muft evidently appear to be Virtue in all Places, and al all Times. But if 
the Reader has a mind to be fuUy ac<^ainted with thefe Matters, he nwift confuk PIu- 
tar^hy and other ancient Authors, or elfe the Antiquities rfGrtece^ by the learned Bi(hop • 
-of Oxford 5 or as to Modem Hiftorians^ the Hijlary of Greece by RalUn^ in French ; an4 
by fome other Authors in Er^lijh, There were other L^iflators befides thefe I have 
mentioned, in other Countries, (as Mtms in Crete^ from whom Lycurgus took fome of 
his Laws ;) but thefe two were the moft famous, as the Countries they belonged to ^ 
■gained the greateft Reputation of any in' Hiftory. I (hall not meddle with their Politi* . 
• -cal Inftitutions, but only with thofe whi^h immediately related to their Morals. — As - 
to 5(ilm\ among maiw other Regulations, he had this. That no Child fliould be obliged • 
to take Care of his Father, when poor and old, unlefs his Fatl'.er had taken care eo 
bring him up in fuch a manner as to be able to provide for himfclf : And tofliew how 
careful he wouU be of the Married State, and how great a Veneration he had for it^ , 
S^lon cftablifli'd a Law, which freed all thofe Children from all Duty to thchr Father, , 
who were begotten upon a Whore 5 but at l\yt feme time (to fliew the ftrange Irregular 
jrity of Heathen Virtue,) he permitted all young rich Heireflcs, who fliouki have Hut- 
bands that were impotent, to chufe any of their Husband's Relations that they lik'd beft 
to comfort them. Plutar^ finds fault with this very juftly, notwithftanding afi Pretences » 
Silfft might have to any Intention of hind ring fuch improper Matches j becaufe fuch 
Accidents might come upon a Man after Marriage, I have given thb as a Specimen of. 
the Genius of the Athenian Law-giver ; tho' there are many more Laws of his remark- - 
able in both Kinds, Proceed we now to the Spartan Legiflator, Lycurgus \ befides nuny ■ 
ocber good Laws, beellablilhed this, /I'hat all die Children (hould be brought up in pub-- 

, . lick; 
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I N the fliort Scratioy I am now about, I fluli not adhere mc- 
thodioJIy to each Virtue, but examine each Man's Conduit, as 
to any moral Qualification, juft as they come to hand ; and out 
of the many Pcrlbns mentioned in the former Parts of this Trca* 
tife, I ihall take a few of the mod imcxceptionable, which wiU 
.give a greater Weight ta my Aflertion. 

Thk firft who falls under our Cenfure, is Fahius Maximus^ 

who has been defer vedly celebrated for his many Virtues ; but 

there is a PafTage * in his Life, which fhews he was affeded by 

a mean Spirit of Eovy againft a young Man, at a Time that He 

was old, and it might have been thought, fatiated with Glory 4 

for when Scipo^ (he who was afterwards firnam'd Africanus^) 

thro* his Greatncfs of Soul and Extenfivenefs of his Views, had 

conceived the noble Proje<9:, inftead of thinking to fubdue Han^ 

mibal in Italy ^ of forcing Carthage to recal that General -by tlic 

Terror of the Reman Legions, whfch he proposed to the People 

to tranfport into Africa^ old Fabius publickly declared againft 

^ dangerous an Expedient, and loudly raiPd at the Temerity of 

H^o young a Man as Scioto. 

lick together, as belonging to the State, and not to their Parents ; and all the Spartans 
were oblig'd to jeat together in the fame Place, and nothing but wife and virtuous DiA 
courfe was fuiier'd, and fuch as could incite the Youth to the Prance of Morality ; afl 
'iuperfluous uielefs Arts were banifh'd, and Gold and Silver quite put down. Thus 
J^uxury and Avarics were at once rooted out : Marriage was made neceilary and bo- 
jiourable ; Temperance and Valour, and Patience under Pain, were a Part of their 
Education. Theie were all wife and good Inftitutions, and did Honour to the L^i* 
Jlator : But what what ihall we fay to thefe which follow; Thofe Children who were 
born weak and infirm, or ill-0iap'd« were expos'd to Death, as not fit to be rear'd, and 
as being likely to pcove ufelefs Members to the State : I need make no Conmient upon, 
xhis ', the Reader will eafily fuggefl to himfelf the Cruelty and Injuflice of thb Law* 
Then the young Women of Sparta were allow'd to Ihew themfclvcs almofl half naked, 
«nd in a very indecent Manner, to incite the Youth to Marriage : Let the Reader 
judge if thisxould be always kept to its original Defign. And when they were married, 
wlut we jufUy call Adultery, was permitted and efbblifhed into a common Cuflom^ 
ibr Lycurgus's Maxim was, to have' as many and robufl Citizens as poffible ; therefore an 
old Man, wboJiad a young Wife, might implore the Affiflance of fome young Man; 
and likewife any voung Man might ask the Favour of an old married Man to lend him 
.his Wife ; and aU this without Scandal. Is it not aflonifhing to fee fo much Virtue 
and fo much Vice mixM in the Inflitutions of the fame Maai — For the IZmmb 
Laws, confuk Kpm£f% AntifidtieSy zni E(hart% Roman HiJlQry-^ or that by Cartrm and 
Jimlle. 

♦ Cmermng Fabius, 7?^ Chap. IL 

But 
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But leaft I may be taxed with giving a wrong Turn to what 
fome may think Prudence in Fabitu^ let us hear what TkttMrcb 
lays in his Life. ** It is probable, (lays the Hiftorian) that /It* 
** 6itts at firft, was moved to oppofe Scipio from Prudential 
** Views carried to Excels ; but that he afterwards, through a 
*^ Pique of Obftinacy, and an ambitious DeiSre of putting a Stop 
** to the Glory of his Rival, polb'd his Oppofition beyond its 
** juft Bounds." And he %s, ftill fiuther, chat this was the Opi- 
oion of the whole Ramm People. 

Thus it appears that This great Man was not perfed. — The 
iame has been obferved of CamiUMSy Agefilans^ and Arift'tdes. 

Pertclbs, who, Hiftory cells us, governed with fb much 
Prudence, Goodnefi, and Gentleneis of Manners, was guilty of 
three Things, which are great Blemiihes to his Charader; and 
thofe are, His Endeavours to diminifh the Credit and Authority 
of the Are^fagns* (that At^ft Tribunal) only becaofe he had 
never chanced to enjoy thofe Offices which would have entitled 
him to a Seat in that Adembly ; His having engaged his Fellow 
Gtcizens in the Tehf9nnejia» War, merely to divert dieir Caf>rice 
from patting him to any Trouble, by a nice and captious £xami< 
nation of his Condud, however blamelefs ; and laftly. His un- 
worthy and violent Attachment to A/Pafia, whole Charader did 
oot delerve that conftant Efteem : add to thefe, his Jealoufy of 
fals Rivals in Government, and %is being acculed of Incontinency 
with Ibme Foundation, lince it appears he had a Natural Son. 
Notwithftanding all thefe Things, (bad as they are) Tericks was 
dn Honour to his Country (conlidered as a Heathen with fiich 
Difadvantages as I have often mentioned) and was poflelTed of 
iudi Virtues as are feldom to be met with at prefent. 

TiMOLBON, the excellent 7»Mr«Zr0«, one of the bed Men 
we find in Hiftory, is blamed by his Hiftorian Vlutarch^ for per- 
mittii^ the People of Sicily to put the Wife and Daughter of /r;- 
tas to Death, whom they iacrificed to the Manes of the Wife, 
and Sifter, and Son of ^ioH, whom that Villain Icetas had cau- 
fed to be drowned : As alfo for the Death of Euthymus^ who 
Altered for a Raillery he is reported to have made upon Corinth ; 

• See Plutmb in bis Life. 

R r upoft 
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upon which, the Hiftorian obfcrvcs, that Men are more irritated 
by Railleries, than by real Injuries ; for Timoleon had pardoned 
fomc of the latter. 

The next we ihall take Notice of, is the elder CatOy that rigid 
Cenfor of Rome\ whofc Pretenfions to perfe(^ Virtue were {6 
great, and who in effe(3:, had a great Share of it: But there are 
ibmc Circumftances in bis Condu(3:, which are very remote from 
the Idea we ought to have of Perfciftion. 

Having met one Day a certain Romany who had procured 
the Condemnation of a Man who had been a Perfbnal Enemy 
to his Father, lately dead ; Cato ran to him and embraced him, 
and with Tranfport faid, •' Thef'e are proper Sacrifices to the 
" Manes of a dead Parent ! 'Tis better by £ir, to offer them the 
** Condemnation and Tears of their Enemies, than tp'facrifice 
^ the choiceft Vicaims ! "* 

There are fbme other Matters highly blameable in this Ceu- 
for*s Morals : He gave all his Men-lervants Leave to have crimi- 
nal Converfation at a particular Time with his Women-fervants^ 
for a certain Piece of Money, to prevent their running out, and 
to keep them at Home to their Duty. And himfelf, in his Old 
Age, was very deficient in Point of Chaftity. Although this Per- 
fcnage was of that Sort of Men, who contributed ta the raifing. 
Qi Rome to that Pitch of Grandeur, in which it afterwards ap» 
peared, by their Frugality, Honefty, difinterefted Temper, Coib* 
dud, and Bravery, in fine, by many other eminent Qualities, 
and had done fignal Services for his Country; yet we lee how 
he failed in fome very weighty Parts of true Virtue. And befides 
this, there hardly ever was a Man who was not a profeffcd Phi- 
Ibfopher, (for they had a Privilege to be fmgular) and a Reclulc 
irom the World, who had ever a more finguTar Sett of Notions ; 
ef which I will briefly mention three or ^ur : He always made 
it his Endeavour, to fet his Domefticks together by the Ears, 
that they ought not join in too clafe Friendmip to deceive him ^ 
riiis was far from. a> Moral Maxim. It was his Opinion, that 
when Slaves, Horfes, or Oxen, Q5r. were old, or uck, and nm 
more fit for Service, they ought to be fold ; this was not -a Sigm 
of Good-nature or Humanity ; accordingly Tlutarchy (who was 
iodged himlclf a. mod worxhy Perfon,) finds Fault with this, and* 

lap^ 
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fays, Whatever has been ferviceablc, ought to be kept and taken 
all pofJiblc Care of, out of Gratitude. — Another of his odd No- 
tions was, that a fat Man could never be of any great Ufe to his 
Country ; and there were two Things which he judg'd entirely 
wrong, which were, to truft a Woman with a Secret, and to go 
by Water when one can go by Land. Laftly, he ufed to fay. 
That he thought it was very allowable, and no Ways to be attri- 
buted to too much Vanity, for a Man to (peak pompoufly of 
himfelf, and to give himfelf great Praifes, when he really had 
performed nobltf and worthy Anions. 

These were his moft remarkable Notions; and I have dwelt 
the longer upon the peculiar Genius and Difpofition of this Ro* 
man, becauk he has been often ipoken of in many Books as a 
pcrfed Pattern of true Virtue. 

Philofoemen, whom I have mentioned as a Man of many 
Virtues and * Accompliihments, yet was not exempt from Faults 
in Moralitv ; for he gave fo great a Loofe to his Revenge, upon 
fome Dilpleafure from his Citizens, that he endeavoured to excite 
fome Parts mider the Government of his Country, to rebel a- 
gainft it. 

But what fliall we fay of Virtue merely Human, imaffifted by 
Grace, when we find a Defed even in f Thocion's CharaiSter, one of 
the bed Men, in all Refpeds, amongft the Greeks ? Yet, fuch 
there is, as Tlutarch tells us ; for we find in that Hiftorian, that this 
iliuftrious Athenian^ having undertaken to defend a Man accufed 
of fome Crime, and who defer ved Punilhment, his Friends re- 
proached him for fb doings upon which he anfwered, Thofe who- 
are really Good, need no Defender, but thofe who are other- 
wife, are in want of Protedion. Surely this Sentiment, howe- 
ver true, ought never to have been a Foundation for the Virtuous 
^hocion to have aded upon ? For if Men are vicious, let them 
fufier for it, and not let the Good fhield them from Danger^ 

Nor will it caufe lefe Surprife, when wc confider the younger 
Cato'% Charafter, to find, that He, who was juftly cfteemed the 
mod virtuous Man inRamey ihould ftill be fo imperfed. I ipeak 

♦ See Chap, U. and III. 
+ See Chap. II, IV. and V. 
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Bot of bis Pride fhewn in his want of Patience under Misfortuiiesr 
\^hich he manifeftcd by killing himfeif, for that Error he had in 
common with many more ;* but there are other Parts of his Cha^ 
rader which will not ftand the Teft. 

H B was cbofcn Tribune of the People ; and as thofc Magi* 
flrares were generally watchful upon the Bdiaviour of the Con«- 
fiilSt (particularly a Man of his Striifhiefs, we may be fiire would 
not fail,) he had obferv'd, that much Money had been diftributed 
to the People, to influence them in their Votes tt> eled Murens 
and Silanus for the Confulihip : CatOy upon this, adembled the 
People, and reprimanded them for their Corruption, and ended 
his Difcourlc with a fblemn Oath, that he would fcverely profe* 
cute thofe Confuls who had been guilty of fucb infamous Bribr- 
ty^ be they any Perfons whatfoeyer ; but he excepted at the fame 
time Sjlanus, his Brother-in-Law ; and accordingly he accused 
Mnrena^ one of the Conluls. and let Silanus enjoy his Dignity 
peaceably, for the Sake of the tf elatioii.* 

Was this conformable to the conffant Integrity of Cato's Life 
in other Matters ? Was it not moft unjuft Partiality ? 

Nor can we excule his Conduit in regard to his Wife M^n^ 
cia ; the vCafe was fo remarkable, that I muft relate it as I find it 
in Tlutarch. 

fuintus Horttnjius, a moft intimate Friend of Gi*^*s, came 
im one Day, and told him that the Friendihip he had for 
him, made him moft earneftly dcfire to be ibme Way or other 
ally'd to his Family ; he therefore be^'d of him to let him have 
his Daughter, who was then married to Bibulus, and who had 
had two Children by him, which was a Proof of her Fertility, 
and that therefore he had a mind to breed by her : He told him* 
this might feem ftrange at firft Sight; but, upon Con(ideration, 
It would be found very rational, and u^ful to tne Republick, thar 
ayounz and virtuous woman fliould not omit brmging forth Chil<-^ 
dren ; Dut at the fame time ihe ought not to burthen her Husbands 
by ftocking him with more than he cared for, or could conveni^ 
cntly bring up ; that by commimicating Wives to Men of Worth, ir 
would be a Means to multiply and props^te Virtue. But if jff/* 

• ^hLintbt Life rf Oito of Uticai 

kuhr 
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knims was fb food of his Wife chat be could not part with tier for 
«ver, be promis'd faithfully to reftore her when he ihould hare 
had a Child by her^ and by this Means Cato and he Ihould be 
more dolely united. To all chefe Reafbus, Cato anfwer'd, That 
he ihonld b« ^try glad of his Alliance, but ihat he wonder'd he 
ihould ask for his Dai^hter, who was already married. Horten- 
fius KCfOtk this, findit^ I fnppofe by this Anfwer that Cato was 
not Ui ayerfe to his Scheme, told him plainly, That it was His 
Wife Mania that he really requefled him to let him have, who 
was (till voung enough to have Childrenv for fhe was then ac- 
tually with Child. CatOy obferving the Paffion of Hortenjtus^ 
kindly told him. That he readily confented to his Requeft; but 
that he muft alfo have the Confent of the Lady's Father : When' 
he was come, Cato and he folemnly, by a formal Contrad, deli' 
vered Marcia to Hortenfius. And fbme Years after, upon the 
Death of that Roman, he again took Marcia to Wife, who was 
left a rich Widow. 
■/Was this like the Purity requifite in a Man truly virtuous ? 
What could be more abominable, than thus to lend a Wife, and 
take her again, polluted by another Man ? And as to the com* 
mon Opinion, of its being a Cuftbm at Rome to lend Wives, the 
beft Commentators are clear as to the contrary: 'Mi.'Dacier 
particularly, and our own Countryman Mr. Kennety have ihewn 
there was no fuch thing. Beiides, had it been a Cuftom, ftould^ 
fuch a Philofbpbcr as Cato have done a Thing lb contrary (in my/ 
Opinion) to all natural Tdeas of Chaftity ? He that was always' 
fo fiogular in Virtue in other Matters ! But die Surprile Caro was? 
m at Hortenfius's Requefl, plainly makes it appear,, that it was^ 
net a Cuftom eftablifh'd at Rome. 

And now I am upon this Species of Impi^rfedion, I mean^ 
want of Purity and Cbaftity ; I muft take notice, that the cele«- 
brated Socrates and his Difciple TiatOy ie juftly renown'd for* 
their other Virtues, have be«D tax'd by fevenl eminent Men' 
with having had Ideas and Sentiments not anfwerable to the Pu-- 
lity and Exa(Snefs of the^^ Lives in other Particulars.*^ 

I' have: 

* I know that anodier Turn is given to thb bjr vei^ able Writen, who -tell tis that'- 
tbefeSvatiatnts of StirattSy which I fpMk of, yrere ironically to cwnrcAVica : Be it> 
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I have already, in another Place, related 2)/Ws Failure, in con- 
fcnting to the Death oi Heraclides^ of which he much repented; 
and, indeed, it is the only efTential Fault we can find in his Charac- 
ter: but ftiil it is a Hindrance to our pronouncing him Perfe<Jt 

I have now, I -believe, made it evident, that even the bcft Per- 
fons amongft the Heathens were deficient in fomething or other : 
I could bring many more Examples of this, but I imagine thofc 
already produced, will fufficc to prove what I have advanced on 
this Head. A great Poet of our own Nation has well exprefs'd in 
fome meafure what I have been faying, in the following beautiful 
Lines; which to relieve the Mind of the Reader, I Ihall here ia- 
iert : 

The Son of Mars reduced the trembling SwainSy 
Andjpread his Empire o'er the dijiant Tlains : 
But yet the Sabincs violated Charms^ 
Obfcufd the Glory of his rijin^ Arms. 
Numa the Rights of firiB Religion knew. 
On ev'ry Altar laid the Incenfe due j 

^nskill'd to dart the pointed Sfear^ 
Or lead the forward Touth to noble War. 
Stern Brutus was with too much Horror good^ 
Holding his Fafces, jiaifid with filial Blood. 
Fabius was wife^ but with Excefs of Care ; 
He fav'd his Country, but frolon^d the War. 
While becius, Paulus, Curius greatly fought ; 

And by their fir i£t Examfks taught. 

Haw wild T)efires Jhould be controll% 
And how much brighter Virtue was than G(dd\ 
They fear ce their Jwelling Thirfi of Fame could hide\ 
And boafied Poverty, with too much Tride. 
Excefs in Touth^ made Scipio lefs rever'd : 
And Cato dyings feem'd to own, he fear'd. 
Julius with Honour tam'd Komt*s foreign Foes : 
But T/itriots felly e'er the DiBator rofe. 

to ; but, in mv Opinion, there is a Modefty required, in correfting Immodefty ; and 
the M^uiner of Reforming fome Vices, may be as deftru£Uve almoft as the Vices cbem- 
ifelves i of which Juijfml is a Proof. 
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And while with Clemency Auguftus rei^n'd^ 
The Monarch was adored, the City chained. 
With jufteft Honour be their Merits drefs'd. 

But be their Failings too confefs'd. 

Their Virtue, like their TyberV Flood 
Rolling its Courfe^ dejign'd the Country's Good: 
But ofi the Torrenfs too impetuous Speedy 
From the low Earth tore fome polluting JVeedx 
And with the Bkod of Jove there always ran 
Some viler Tart^ fome TinBure of the Man. Prior. 

Our next Bufincfs is tofhcw, that the Heathens were Strangers 
to feveral Virtues abfolutely commanded by the Chriftian Reli- 
gion ; which indeed will appear a necedary Confequcncc of their 
miferable | Situation, as to Reh'gion, and the Uncertainty of their 
Moral Syftem. 

Those Virtues that they wanted, arc principally thcle Three : 
Univcrfal Benevotence ; an Inclination to Forgive their Enemies, 
and a DifpoHtion to do them Good ^ and, lafliy , a true Patience 
in bearing Misfortunes as they ought to have done. When thefc 
are thoroughly conHder'd, we ihall proceed to remark, wherein 
thofe Virtues were deficient, which they did manifeft : This will 
be done, by obferving the wrong Sources froni^ whence they 
flowed, and that the want of one Virtue more dcftroy'd the great- 
eft Part of the real Merit of thofc they had- 

Nothing can contribute more to an univerfal Good-will to 
Mankind, than a * Certainty that we all fpring from the fame Ori- 
gin;, and that treating each other as the Offspring of one Com- 
mon Father, created by the lame All-powerful and All-bountiful 

t Upon this Head let us take notice of what Cicero fays of tlie Philofophers — ^id 
ejl igitUTj (Uxerit ^\ in Jvrejurandd ? mm iratum timemtu Jovem ? at hoc qui Jam com^ 
mufii eft omnium Phikftfhorum nm eorwimiodi^ qui Deum'nibil habere ipfum negotii dicunty 
W nihtl exhibere alterij Jed eorum^ etiam^ qui Deumfemper agere aliqmd U moliri vohmt^ nun* 
quam irajci Deum nee mure. — Thus they took away the Supppfition, that the Deity 
concerned itfelf in puniftiing Crimes, 

• The Chriftian Religion teaches us all to look up<Mi and treat each other as if we 
were really of one FamUy, and of one Father, (as we are indeed originally,) and, in • 
(hort, to a£l in all refpedb as if we thought our Intereft were the fame : The Heathen 
Syftems, both Religious and Moral, can at bcft but make us ufe one another like fami- 
liar. Ac<juaintance>,whofe Intereft however is diJfcrcnt.. 

Being* 
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jBcing, will ,plcafe the Doitjr, and aifaredly intitlc us to immortal 
Rewards. 

Thess Motives were wanting to the Ancients; becanfe, as 
ttheir Religion was doubtful and uncertain, ib was the Account of 
their Creadon and firfl Being in the World, as various and fub- 
jed to Difpute : How many monftrous abfurd Accounts, contra- 
didory to each other, as well as to common (enie, had they of 
this Matter ! • 

Some Famih^es, and fbme Nations, pretended to derive their 
Being from the Gods and Demi-gods of Antiquity, and looked 
4ipon themfelves, for that Reafon, as if thev were of another Spc* 
cies from the Common of Mankind : And particularly 

That Dread of Nations^ that Almighty Rome, 
fVhich comfrehended in her wide Empire's Beunds^ 
All under Heaven^ ■ 

ts well known to have afcrib'd her Origin to the Son of the Cy- 
prian Goddefs; and, not content with that, her Alliance with 
Heaven was renew 'd, and her Rife more immediately deducM 
from Mi^s^ the God of War. And to come to private Families, 
Cafar^ in the Funeral Oration of his Aunt Julia^ tells the Ro^ 
mansy with great Elegance of Expreffion -« Amit4e me^e Julix 
Matemum genus ab Regibus ortum^ fPaternum cum fDls Im^ 
mortaiibus conjunftum eft ; nam ab Anco Marcio /unt Reges^ 
quo nomine futt Mater : a Venere Julii, cujus gentis familia eft 
noftra ; eft ergo in genere ^ fttnBitas Regum^ qui fhrimum inter 
homines follent, © caremonia "Deorumy quorum if ft in Toteftate 
funt Reges. Sueton. in Jul. Csfar. •• My Aunt, (fays he) by her 
•* Mother, derives her Origin from Kings; and oy her Father 
*' ihe claims her De(cent from the immortal Gods: for her MOi- 
^' ther was borir of the Name nd Family of Ancus Marcius ; 
^^ and the Julii^ from whom We fprang, have Venus for the 
•• Founder of their Race : Thus our Home may juftly boaft, 
that Kings, whofe facred Majefty is in high Veneration a- 
mongil Men, and the Gods thenuelves, who are Rulers over 
Kxngs^ have join'd to raife its Glory ! 
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Such Notions ^s tbcfe muft make Men not look with that 
Brotherly AfFc(3:ion upon the whole f Human Race, as they 
might have been prompted to have done, had they had the fame 
Re^dfons that we have* 

From thefe, and many other Arg^oments of equal Force, we 
may conclude, that true Motives to general Benevolence were 
not amongft them. 

This appears by all the Gr^ek and Latin Hiftorians; for the 
great and vehement Afiedion they had for their Countries, made 
them aim at the Aggrandizement of them at the Expence of the 
Liberty, Prolperity and Felicity of all other Nations. 

This is evident in a Thoufand Inftances ; for xht Romans ^ 
as has been fcveral times obferv'4 made Conqueft their conftant 
Maxim, and looked upon the reft of the World as born their 
Slaves, and treated them accordingly. And, to ftop one Mo- 
ment, we are to take notice, that not only they thought them- 
felves fuperior in Power to all Mankind, but in every thing elfe 
which they vaiu'd; as Virtue, Bravery, Magnanimity, ^c. and 
.this put them upon defpifmg all the World, as being much be- 
jigath them : 

ji Senator of Rome, whilji Rome furviv*d, 

IVouU not have. matched his ^au^hter with a King. C a t a 

And in Truth, what could be more capable of infpiring this 
haughty Spirit, than for each Senator, each Tatrician of any Note, 
tho' all of the lame Rank at Rome^) to be courted by the. Mo- 
oiarchs and Princes of the World, who were proud of having 

♦ This Deficiency in gpncral Benevolence to the whole Human Species was very 
-evident in that cruel Ufage of thofe poor Men at RomCy who were traiu'd i^ to fight 
with each other, or with wild Beafts in their An^phithcatre, and who becaufe they 
were not Romania were beheld with Satisfadion by the whole People of that haughty 
RepuWick, expiring in the greateft Agonies, or all covered over with ghaftly Wounds ! 
And even Ciuro (that excellent Moralift) fails in that Point j for be docs not (as Mr. 
' Addifon has obferv'd in his Spe^fators^) fpeak of that Cuftom with all the Horror it de- 
^rves. — Whether our Prize-Figbting, our Boxing-Matciies, our Cudgel- Playing, 
our Cock-Fighting, jpur Throwing at Cocks, nay even our Horfe- Racing and Hunt- 
ing, (which certainly are great Torments and Fatigues <o Horfes, Dogs, and the poor 
Animal which is purfu'd,) are agreeable to Humanity or Benevolence to the Animal 
Creation, I leave to the Determination of oUr niceft Cafuifc. 

S f veach 
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each great Ht^man for a Protcdor; and were frequently ften in 
Rome^ folliciting the great Ones of that proud City to eipoufe 
their Caufe upon any Difficulties or Difputes with their Neigh- 
bours (as Ttolemy and Jugurtha ?) Could this fail of giving the Ro^ 
mans an Idea of Power and Pre*eminence, and of their great Supe- 
riority of Situation ? And how natural was it for them to attri. 
butc thefe Fruits of their great Succeflcs to their high Excellence 
of Virtue ? 

B u T to return : We obferve that the Greeks^ altho' they had 
received Provocations from the Terfians^ yet That could not war- 
rant in a virtuous People the Hatred and Contempt which they 
always manifcfted for them, and for all others whom they calPd 
Barbarians^ under which Title the Romans defpis*d all but the 
Greeks ; and both People had always Slaves of thofe Nations to 
lerve them : of which a publick Trade was made by Men who 
gained a Maintenance by buying and felling them, (they had be- 
fides feveral taken in War,)* juft as our Planters make ufc of the 
Negroes, tho' in a Manner far more cruel and barbarous than the 
t Ancient Heathens; but amongft them, as well as amongft the. 
Planters, it was a great Deficiency as to general Benevolence.^ 

This want of an uniVerfal Good-will to all Mankind, natu- 
rally leads Men to an Averfenefs to Foi^ivenefs of Enemies ; for 
when Men are not taught to^ look upon the whole Human Spe- 
cies as fo many Parts of one great Body, all related to each other, 
they cannot be fo apt to cramp their own Pafllons to prevent in- 
juring others ; befides, there were no general Rules which could 
inforce this Virtue : Of all the Philofophers, there is none who 
more pofitively and clearly talks againft Revenge than Tlato \ 

* Se§ Terence and Plautus*; Comedies. 
t As to the Treatment of Shves among the RmumSy it was certainly incomparably 
better than that of the Negroes among our Planters ; for it was a common Cuftom with 
them ^befides ufmg them humanely during their Servitude) to fet them free, and then 
they were called Dberti : and thefe were fuch as thofe Romans who were eniinent for 
Learning (as Cicero, 'P liny ^ &c.) made ufe of, to read to them, and digcft their Works; 
(as Cicero*s Tyro :) In fine, they became great Favourites, and many of them fliew'd great 
Fidelity and Gratitude to their Patrons ; and in Procefs of Time fuch Men as thefe govcm'J 
the Roman Empire under weak Emperors, as Claudius^ &c. and abus'd their Powo*. 
But in the beft Times the Romans by this Method of Freeing the Slaves, increafcd the 
Number of Citizens and the Strength oiRome: Particularly fee Ciaro*s Letter^ Book 5, 
ad Famil wherein he recommends feveral Frced-mcn {Liberti) to the Favour of fomc 
great Man, and fpeaks very honcHirably of them, 

but 
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but then he does it in a great meaiure, by fhewing the ill Confc- 
quences of it as to Society, which is not the only ftrong Mo- 
tive to Forgivenefs, nor is it of Force enough to cftablilh the 
Maxim ; for where there is not a general Benevolence, the Care 
of Society cannot be very great, 

The Love of their Country, indeed, will make them have a 
Regard to That particular Society they are born amongft : but 
fuppofe a Man is not aflfeded with that Love, (at Icaft upon par- 
cular Occafions,) what Motive then is there? 

Accordingly, I may venture to affirm, that in all Anti- 
quity we have not any Inftance (at leaft I cannot recolle<a any) 
of the Heathens Forgiving of Enemies,* but only in fuch Cales 
where their Country was concerned, and would haye been inju- 
red by their Revenge ; that is, they pardoned their Enemies as 
Fellow- Citizens, not as Fellow- Creatures. The brightcft Exam- 
ples we have of it are in Thocion and T)ion \ but if we examine 
clofely the Circumftances of the Matter, we fhall find it proceed- 
ed from a Love of their Country ; the latter efpecially had im- 
bibed his Notions from Tlato'% Inftrudionsi 

But fuppofing Tlato^s Philofophy to have gone upon the 
pureft Motives, it could not be fo univerfally affeding ; for eve- 
ry great Man did not embrace it, nor could that or any other 
Dod:rine have the binding obligatory Effjbd that Revelation muft 
have, becaufc it had nothing to vouch its Truth but the Strength 
of Human Reafon ; which I hope none will think equal to the 
reveal'd Will of the Deity. 

I N a Word, where there are not Views and Expedations of 
Satisfadions fuperior to Thofe Men are to have by indulging Re- 
venc>e, (a Paflion fo ftrong, becaufe it has its Source in immo- 
derate Self-Love,) Mankind will be fure to give way to it, and 

* If any fuch can be found, it muft be among fome^f the Phifofophers, who out 
of Singularity of Temper may in the dark have ftumbled upon fome (hining Virtue, 
and taken it up to defend and maintain its Excellency j then, out of Pride and Vain- 
glory, to (hew the Force of their Tenets, may by their Pra£Hce have conquerM the 
llubbom Paffion of Revenge ; that is, in fine, thgr made an inferior Paflion iubmit to 
a fuperior ; that this is poflible, appears from the Story of PoJfid$mus in my firli Chap- 
ter : But fuch Examples of Forgivenefs (if any) arc fo much the Efk&s of a Particu- 
larity of Temper, and confequently fo rare, that they cbuld not have any general In- 
fluence, for this Reafon they have no Force againft my Syftcm. 

S f 2. indeed 
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indeed to all other Pafllons of equal Force ; for this Rcafbn, 
where-ever That was not in View, which I take to be the main* 
Spring of all the Heathen Virtues, (as I Ihall fhew in the Stquel of 
this Difcourfc,) by which I mean Glory, Revenge was calciva* 
ted: Therefore where Revenge interfered with the Love of thcfr 
Country, there it was forced to give Way ; becaufe the Glory 
and Reputation which attended a true Patriot, was a Satisfaction 
by far fuperior to that of indulging the other Paflion : Befides,. 
there were fome Cafes where bad Confequences to themfelves 
might have attended a Profecution of Vengeance ; which Confide- 
tation might deter fome Men. 

In confequence of this Way of Reafoning, I believe it will be 
found, that whereever thcle Obftacles were not in the Way, 
Revenge was purfu'd, and never bridled or conquered by any 
Principle^ or a fixed and certain ProfpeA of immortal Rewards 
by pleafing the Deity, in (hewing their Refpedi: to him by Af- 
f^dion and Benevolence to their Eellow-Creaturcs, the Work of 
his Hands. 

For it is evident from what has been laid, that they wcro 
ignorant of thefe true and only Motives of unlimited and gene- 
ral Forgivenefs ; and accordingly we find all their beft Men fiml- 
ty in this Point, as I have already obferv'd of fome of them, and- 
out of whom I fhall now only bring one of the greateft Pbiloib* 
phers, and one of the moft accomplilh'd Men of Antiquity as- 
an Inft'ance, and that is *Vkero. 

The ill Ufage he met with from that unworthy Roman^ Ck^ 
dius^ is well enough known, his Exile and all his Misfortunes,, 
and after that, his glorious Recal from that undeferved Baoifli* 
ment, and his Reinuatement in his former Dignity; all this the 
Learned are fufficiently acquainted with : Here was a noble Op^ 
portunity for exercifihg the Virtue of Forgivenefs, by receiving. 
Clodius into his Favour* and trying, to turn him tq Good by his- 

* We do not find in the Book of Officis^ wpittcn by. that great Man^ (one of the- 
moft exaA and fuUeft Treatifes of Moral Duties of the Heathens,) that he lays down 
any Rules for an unlimited and total Forgivenefs of Enemies of all ICinds, nor of the^ 
greateft Ir^ries whatfoever ; much.lefs of Loving and doing Good to them. And in- 
deed if we confider the Matter in a true Light, as they had no Motive from an un-- 
doubted Syftem of Morality, it could not xationaUy be expeded from them. 

Tender-- 
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Tendernefs and friendly Treatment ! But how did this Philolb- 
pher behave ? He who was tnftraded in Tlato's Maxims, and 
who has himfelf given fuch excellent Precepts upon mofl Sub> 
je<as ? Why, he went up to the Capitol, and pull'd down all the 
Trihunitian Tables Chdius had hung up there, according to Cu- 
ftom ; which was as great a Mark of Virulency and Defire of Re- 
venge as he could give ; for it was putting a terrible Affront up- 
on his Enemy, by endeavouring to annul and make void what- 
ever had been done by Ciodius, and cdabliflied into a Law in his 
Tribuncfliip, which was what thofe Tables contained, and the 
Reafba why they were hung up in the Capitol: And accordingly 
we find the ftrid and judicious Cato, tho' a particular Friend of 
Cicero% blam'd him for this, as a violent and unjuft Adion. 

And we may farther oblerve in all thofe Letters wherein O- 
mro {peaks of ClodiuSy with what Bitternefs he mentions him ; 
ib the &me thing nuy be taken notice of in. his Condud to- 
wards Antony, againft whom he expreifes great Reientment and 
Hatred in fome of his Epiftles, and in thofe famous Orations 
which are tcrm'd Thilipftcks. 

I T is true, thefe were both bad Men, the former especially, 
who had been guilty of many cruel Adions againft this Orator ; 
but the greater their Demerits were, the more criminal Was their 
Condu<^, the greater would havif been Cicero'^ Virtue in forgive- 
ing them ; but as the Pretence 6f the Publick Good gave him a 
Colour for his ProceediBgs,-iic gave an uncoutroul'd Looie to his 
Pafljon. 

I could bring many more Inftanccs of this Nature, but I 'ma.- 
gine this will luflice. 

But fu{^rmg that w<e could find amongft the Ancients (which 
we cannot,) a Difpofition to forgive Enemies, and Precepts tx> 
tliat Fnrpofe, upon iiich Motives as Chriftians are taught ; where 
is there in all the Heathen Philoibphy, or in all their Pradice, . 
fiich a noble, fb' divine a Rule as this, delivered down to us by 
<mr heavenly Legislator ! Te have heard that if haih heen faidy 
(that is, in t\it Jewijh Law,) Thou Jhalt love thy Neighbour^ and' 
hate thine Enemy. — But I Jay unto you, love your Enemies -^ 
blefs them that curfe you\ do good to them that hate you., and 
fray for them which deJfttefuUy ufe you and ferfecute you — 

And 
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And Ibmc Vcrrcs before this ; Te have heard that it hath heen 
faid^ an Eye for an Eye^ and a Tooth for a Tooth: — But I fay 
unto you^ that ye refiji not Evil\ but whofoever Jhall finite thee 
on thy right Cheeky turn to him the other alfo : — Jfnd if any 
Man Jhall fue thee at the Law, and take away thy Coat, let 
him havf thy Cloak alfo. — And whofoever Jhall compel thee to 
go a Miley go with him twain. — St. Mdtthew, Chajf^. j. 

I defy any Man to Ihcw me in any other Syftem of Morality, 
any Ptecepts which come up to the Sublimity of thcfe. 

And let no one lay they are above Human Nature; for there 
arc many Examples amongft the Primitive Chriftians, of their be- 
ing put folly into Pradice ; and they are indeed only a natural 
Gradation and Afccnt from all the other Precepts of our holy 
Reh'gion. 

What, in effed, can obh'ge Mankind, upon every Occafion, 
tbus to conquer their ftubborn Natture, and bend it to what muft 
naturally caufe Rcludance ; that is, the loving of thofe who have 
crucHj^ injured us ; what can bring this about, but a fixed and 
certain Prolped: of immortal Rewards, of eternal and ineffable 
Joys and Satisfactions in (lore, to crown thofe who for the Sake 
of their Creator fliall have thus tratopled upon Human Frailty, 
and by that Means have drawn nearer to Perfedion ? Befides, 
whoever confiders this Matter in its true Light, muft be con- 
vinc*d that this fmgle Circumftancc of our being taught to look 
upon this Life only as aPadage into another, muft naturally make 
us get the better of all unwarrantable earthly Sentiments, and 
conquer the moft rebellious Paflions, did we^but zA fuitably to 
our Principles. 

It is plain, from what has been faid in the whole Courfe of 
this Work, that the Heathens could not have the Incitements ro 
any Virtues, fo ftrong as we have, much left to This, as will ap- 
pear ftill more clearly, when we confidcr the Motives of thofe 
Virtues which arc remarkable amongft the Ancients : For in ma- 
ny Places, I have taken notice of the great Reafons we have to 
x:xcite us to general Benevolence, which They could not h4ve. 

W HAT has been faid of the other Two Virtues in which they 
ju:c de&:ient, will hold true in this we are about to examine. 

r 

That 
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That the f Heathens were not wanting in Courage and For- 
titude, two Branches of Magnanimity, has been Ihcwn in that 
Chapter where I treat of that Subjed; but that they had not that 
Patience in bearing Misfortunes, which can fpring only from plea- 
fing and certain View? of Futurity, is, I think clear, from their 
conftant Maxim of Killing themfelves when they fell into a de- 
ibair of having any Refources in the Matters tjiat were »the Sub- 
jcd of their Uneafmefs. 

Th^re are inumcrable Inftances of this, in their wifcft and 
beft Perfons. I need not bring Cato, Brutus^ * Atticus, and 
many more as Examples, the Thin^ is well enough known. 

And* even their grcateft Philolophers, who have condemned 
it, have put in this Claufe, that they were to wait until the Deity 
called them ; f h^t then they pretended to be the Judges of what 
was to be efteemed a proper Call. It is evident, that had they 
had fuch Ideas of Patience under all Misfortunes as our Religion 
teaches us, they muft have thought it not only a ralh, fooliih, 
and unre^onable Action, but alfo a Mark of Weaknefs and Impa- 
tience ; for furcly there can be no doubt but that there is more 
true Courage in bearing fuch untoward, fuch ihocking Accidents as 
Flefli is Heir to, than to fly from them-, and there feems no 
room for Hefitation. 

+ As it will, I believe, appear by the Sequel, that Glory was their chief Motive to 
Virtuct fo we may pronounce, that where-ever That was out of Sight, tliey failB in 
every Point. Thus as Humility is reouifite to bear Misfortunes as they fhould be borne, 
we may eafily conceive, that thofc who could be aftuated by notliing but Pride, muft 
be impatient under AfBiftions, whenever Cuftom, Education, or their own irregular 
Fancies made<hem imagine it more glorious to fly from Ills, than to Uve heroically un- 
der them. 

• See PUit. and Corn. Ncpos. 

f As a Proof of this, kt us fee what Cicen fays in his firft Tufcidan ^ftion\ Cato 
ftc abiit e vitd^ ut Caufam moriendi n^umfe ejfe gauderet : vetat enim dminans ilk in nobis 
Deus injuju him ms fuo demigrarej cum veram Caufam juflam Dm ipfe dtderit^ ut tunc 
Socrati, nunc Catoni ; na ille^ medius/idiusy vifJapienSy Lotus ex his tenebris in Lucem illam 
excejferity nee iamen ilia vincula carceris ruperiti Leges emm vetant : Sedj t^mjuam amagiflra- 
iuautab aliqua potefiate Legitima^ ftc a Deo evocatus atque emiJfuSy exiertt. Thus^ Pride 
which caufed them to be impatient under Difappointments and ill Succeflcs, and often 
a Defire of immortalizing their Name, were what they looked upon as Calls from the 
Deity. Miflakcn Men ! who did not fct that the Idol they really adored was Glory in 
various Shapes I 
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Whether 'tis nobler in the Mind to fuffer 

The Slings and Arrows of outrageous Fortune^ 

Or to take Arms againft a Sea of Troubles^ 

And by o^pojing end them, — — ^ Sbake/pearc 

But this Virtue can be inculcated by none but fiich a Rcligi- 
'On as Ours \%\ for Refignation to the Will of the fbpreme Being, 
and the utmoft Humility, confifting in a Confciouihefs of die 
Smallncfs of our Pretcn(ions, and the little Merit we have, with 
a certain AfTurance of receiving a Reward which fhall endure 
for ever for liich a Di(pofition, are the only Foundations upoa 
which Patience never to be ftiaken can be raifed : Thefc were 
wanting to the Ancients, but are abundantly provided by thcO&ri- 
ftian Syftem. But on the other Hand, confidering the Greatnefs of 
Spirit in the Ancients in other Matters, it would feem fomething 
iurprififig that they fhould not account it a true Bravery to bnflfet 
Adverfity; but our Surprife on this Head ends in a great Mea- 
rfure, when we refleA upon what has been already advanced in this 
Chapter on that Head : None but the true and kithful Followers 
of tnat divine Perfon, who has fet us the brightefl Example ia 
bearing the mod unheard of Sufferings for our Sake, with the 
mod unparaleird Patience; none but He can teach Men to 
j-eafon Thus, and a<% conformably to fuch Reafonings as This, 
?that 

■^> ■ ' ■■ * " ■ * Vakur foars ^Aove 

What the World calls Misfortune and Aflidtion i 

Thefe are not Ills\^ elfe would they never fall 

On Heaven* s firft Favorites and the beji of Mem : 

The Gods in Bounty work up Storms about us^ 

TlMt give Mankind occafion to exert 

Their hidden Strengtby and throw out into TraSiice 

Virtues which Jhun the T)ay^ and lie concealed 

In the /moot h Seafons and the Calms of Life. C a T a- 

IBeStides all this, methinks feveral of the Ancients aded con- 
trary to their other Notions in dcftroying thcmfelves upon parri- 
xCulv Occadons ^ for lihould imagine i\i^i Brutus^ Cajlus^ CatOy 

^c. 
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f$c. might have had it in their Power to have lerved their Coun- 
try had they liv'd, by many unforefcen Means, which, by kil- 
ling themlclves, they totally put an End to ; and I dare lay, it 
was what gave the other Party more Succefs, tban they would 
otherwife have had. 

When I have thus demonllrated how tbe Ancients were 
without fcveral Virtues which they could not poflibly have from 
their Syftem, and that I have ftiewn they can be only expcdcd 
from the * Chriftian Religion, it might be naturally concluded 
that we ftiould find Thefe, whrcb depend fo abfolutely upon 
Chriftianity, amongft Chrfflian Nations ; but how different a 
Scene is open'd to our View f 

Wx not only are wanting in general and unlverfal Benevolence, 
but even in that which is the moft narrow and confined ^ as has 
been obferv'd in the former Chapters. 

And as for Forgiving or Loving Enemies, there arc feveral 
Chriftian Countries where a bloody Spirit of Revenge is efta- 
blilh'd by Cuftom and Education ; as in Sfain, Tortugal and 
Italy : It is in thofe indeed more remajrkably \ bur, in fine, in 
what Country^ amongft what Nacioa is it not to fee found ? How 

♦ If it bf? cx>nfidered, that the chief Aim, even of the wifeft of the Heathens, wa« 
Content and Happinefs in this World, tho* they placed it in various Satisfeftions j hence 
may eafily be deduced a Reafon why they could not bear Misfbrtthies with Patience : 
For what but fuch a Syftem as ours, can teach Refignation to the Divine Will in the 
fulleft Manner? Could anuncertam Idea of the Deity, and an Ignorance of what is his 
fircred Will, produce fuch EflEoSb as a certain Knowledge of the Rewards in ftore for 
Thofc who behave in fuch a Manner as becomes a State of Probation ? For Chriftian^ 
are taught, that This World is far from being the ultimate End of their Defires, it is 
only a Means to obtain a better j and very often, what we think Misfortunes only 
ferve to lead us thither more fecurely ; — ** This alfo was a Secret (fays the learned 
** Biihop of Derry^ Dr. Hichman^ fpeaking of bearing Misfortunes) which the Wifdom 
** of the World had long ftudied, but couJd never hnd, till our blefled Saviour came 
*' down amongft us j and both by his Life and Death improved the aftive, and accom- 
** plifh'd the paffivc Virtues of Mankind. Philofophy laid <lown many excellent 
** Schemes of Virtue, and taught Men what to Do ; but then it could never teach 
" them bow to Suffer : When this Teft was put upon them, it baffled all their Precepts, 
" and made the very beft of them fqfpeft that Virtue was nothing but a Name. — On- 
*' ly Chriftianity turn'd the Courfe of Nature, and chang'd the very Appetites of Men .; 
** -made them even court Perfecution, and fly into the Flame ; be Candidates for Mar- 
" tyrdom, and not only forgive thofe who voted them to Death, which is fucTi heroi- 
** cal Charity as was mevcr praftis'd in tlie World before, but to pray that God Would 
** forgive them too. 

T t iar 
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far do we pufli Refentmcnt and the bittcrcft Revenge, even m 
this Ifland ! Who is there Matter enough of himfelf, and faith- 
firl enoi^h to his holy Rehgion, to de(poil himfelf quite of this 
fatal Effed: of unwarrantable Self Love ? If luch there be^ (as 
it is to be hopM) yet how few are they ! how fmall is their Num- 
ber ! This a Truth which Hiftories of part Times fufficiently 
evince ; which every Man^ daily Experience muft amply con* 
vince him of 

How many of our chief Profeflions would fall to the Ground, 
if this were not fo ! how many of our wretched and fenfelefe 
Cuftoms, as :|: Duels, ^c. would be aboli/h*d, if Forgtveneis of 
Injuries and Loving of Enemies were to prevail ! how different 
would be the Face of Things, if Revenge was to be no more I 
that is, in ihort^ if Men were obedient to their Religion ! 

X I could have brought (as I have more than once exprefs'd to the Reader) fo many 
different Inftanccs of the miferablc Degeneracy of the Chriftians, as would have fiDed 
alone a Volume much bigger than this Treatife, but for the Reafons I have often given j 
but the mentioning of Duels, obliges me to ftop the Reader a little, to defirc him to reflet 
upon this barbarous and impious Cuftom : Not many Ages ago, it was not only autho- 
rized, and even commanded by Sll the Princes of Chriftendom^ but even by the Popes 
thcmfelves ^ and the holieft Ceremonies of Religion intervened upon the Occafion j nay, 
the Chriftian Princes of thofe Times efteem'd it a Part of their Prerogative to Rave the 
ordering of thefe Duek, not only between two Perfons, but between whole Families. 
I have not Room to expatiate on this Head, but muft defire the Reader to confult the 
Hl/tory of Duels, and the learned Differtation upon them, by the celebrated Mr. Baf- 
nagCy which is now prefixed to the Hiftory of the military Orders g/' Europe, publilh'd m 
1 721. In fine, what could be more wicked, what could be more abominable, than 
thus to encourage and abet a Defire of Revenge and a Spirit of Cruelty, in direct De- 
fiance to the Injunctions of our blelTed Lord ? But, upon Examination, it will be 
found to fprinc from that impure Source which has infe<3ed the Chriftian World j I 
mean the Artifice of the Court of Ronu : This every one will be fenfible of, who peru^ 
' fes tli'e Treatife I have recommended. And ahho' thofe inhumane Combats are not now 
publickly encourag'd by any Legiflature, yet they are ftill conftantly pra<^fed by all 
thofe who pretend to that Phantom, Honour, let them be of what Rank or D^ree 
whatfoever j although it is evident beyond Contradidion, that they are diredlly contra- 
ry to the Spirit of Chriftianity. ("See alfo on this Hoad, the Rev. Mr. Colliefs Effay on 
that SubjeS.) In a Word, I think, that confidering the Purity of our holy Religion,, 
and the Excellency of its Precepts, thofe who in any Country can pradice and defend 
this Gothick and Barbarian Cuftom, (for thofe Northern Nations firft introduced it) and . 
yet pretend to be Chriftians, are guilty of a far greater Crime, and are more abandoodly 
and flagitioufly wicked, thaa ever thie worft of the Heathens could be in their worn 
Times, and far more inexcufkble, confidering the ftrong Motives Chriftians have to 
Humility and Forgivenefs* 

Nor. 
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Nor is the Conclu<9: of Chriftians better in regard to that 
Patience and Rcfignation which is fo fully taught them by their 
holy Religion. 

The flighteft Accidents difcompofe them, and fometlmes ima- 
ginary Misfortunes are the Subjecft of their Difquiet, and when they 
come to a certain Pitch of what they think Unhappinefs ; inftead of 
bearing it as becomes Chriftians, inftead of looking forward to the 
Prize in ftore for Patience and humble Refignation ; thefe unfortu- 
nate Perfbns miferably put an End to their Being, and at once coward* 
ly and abjectly deftroy all Hopes of better Fortune here, and all 
Expc<9:ation of eternal "Felicity in the Life to come \ And even 
in every one wc find a Difpofition to tax the Awards and De- 
crees of Providence, the Difpenfation of Good and Evil in this 
World J an Inclination to blame the eternal Government of the 
Univerfe by that Almighty Power, the Author of our Being- 
whole particular Attributes, univerfally acknowledged as efTential 
to the Deity, arc Juftice and Goodnefs : Madmen that we are] 
whole Prcfumption is fuch, that wc never confider, that 

• — • The Ways of Heaven are dark and intricate^ 

VuzzPd in Mazes and ferplex*d with Errors ; 

Our Vnderjlanding traces them in vain^ 

Loft and bewildered in the fruit lefs Search ; 

Nor fees with how much Art the Windings run^ 

Nor where the regular Confujlon ends. C a t o* 

M Y natural Progrels now is, to examine what may have been 
the Springs from whence arofc thole great Anions we havC fe- 
lated of the Ancients, fince upon our Difquifition we find that 
their Religion or their Morality could not produce ftich a Num- 
ber of glorious Performances ; and in (b doing wc ftiall by Nc« 
ceflity fail into a Scrutiny of their Incitements, and by that 
Means plainly (hew that Humility, that amiable Virtue, whole 
Company throws a double Luftrc upon all others, was deficient • 
*nd for that Reafon their Virtues, tho' equal in the Effe<a anci 
Confequence, as to others, were of far lefs Merit, as to them- 
^ves, than fucb would be proceeding from the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, if thofe who ^dorn themfelves with the Title of Chriftians 

Tt X woald 
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would he fa mnch their own FrieodSr would fo much coufnlr 
their own Felicity, as to put them in Pradice. 

Both Religion and our own natural Reafbn tell us, that the 
Merit and Greatnefs of an Adion confifts in the Motive ; this 
has been often obferv'd by Moraliils, who have given for a 
Proof of this Aflertion, that many an Adion which has had the 
nobiell Appearance, with all the outward Marks and Signs of its 
being Genuine, and of the true Kind, has afterwards been difco- 
ver'd to owe its Birth to the meaneft or wickedeft Motives. It is 
certain, that Good-nature and Religion teach us to put the bed 
Conftrudioa upoa every Thing, until wfe are afliired of the con- 
trary i but in the Cafe now before us, it is of ib much Impor- 
tance to find out if po/Tible the hidden Springs and Sources oC 
Heathen Virtue, that Religion, which in other Matters requires 
Charity in Opinion, in This commands us to difcover the Im- 
pofture, and' take ofF the Mask from thofe Virtues which can. 
owe their Being, adorn'd with real Beauty, only to her, and cz3\ 
chim no juft Reward for any Del'ett^ which is not given and bc^ 
flow'd by her. 

NoTwiTasT A.NDLNG * the many Frailties and Imperfec- 
tions which attend. Human Nature in general, and which are re* 
quifite in a State of Probation, (fuch as this Life is intended for,) 
it muft be own'd, that thole fuperior Genius's, which have at dif- 
ferent Times arofe and fhewn themfelves as it were a Species a- 
hoyc their Fellow Creatures, by the Comprehenfivcnefs of their 
Judgment and Underftanding, and the Exteniivenefs of their 
ViewS) were an Ornament to Mankind, and give us a better Opi- 
nion of our own Nature, than we ihould otherwife have had :> 
Tiiefe great Perfonages* by thofe fuperior Faculties I men* 
lion, fooa found out that Virtue was of itfelf infinitely condu*- 
cive ta, the Felicity of Mankind j they were fbon fenfiWe of the- 

♦ la thcA^count J am going.to rive of the Virtues of the Heathens, the Readeris^ 
defired to confider, that it was with V iltue in the World, as with Religion ; that is, 
when the Defcendants of Noah were fcatter^ by the ConfuTion*- of Languages at BaUl^ 
ail but the Cbofen. People of God^Ja Procefs of .Time forgot the Or^iml Religious- 
aj^ Moral Infli^utions received from, their Forefatheri who had them from the Deity, 
it^lf i .ai>d thus they were as much to begin again, as if God had never vouchfafd to 
communicate himfcif to Noah. -— It isjof the World thus corrupted and^depiaved, tl4^ 
I t^un now going toi"peak. .. ' 

Uibt 
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Ufefulnefi as well as the AmiableDefs of Virtue^ who* as Cicero 
%s, if i^e could be feen by Mortal Eyes, is fb beaiitful, as 
that all wife Men would be in Love with her : S^ua fi oculis 
cemeretur mtrabiles Amores ( aut sit Plato) excitaret Sa^ 
j^ientia* 

By Virtue, they meant curbing of thofe Paflions which, if let 
loofe, would be deftrudive to Others and Themfclves, and di- 
reding thofe to good Purpofes, which were by their Nature ca* 
pable of promoting the Happinefs of Others, and their Own. 

These firft Legiflators and Governors of Mankind, having 
once fix'd upon this Syftem as true and beyond Difbute, their 
next Step was how to inforce this Maxim, and bring luch a Dif« 
pofition into Repute and Pradice, in a rude uncivilized World ; ' 
for they obfervM, that tho' Men were by Nature fitted, in gene^ 
ral, for Society, yet they were like many other Things in the 
Creation, which mud be rightly governed and manag'd to make - 
them ferve to their original and natural Deftination. 
. There could not be a harder Task than this, to conquer fc- 
veral violent and ftubborn Paflions, to dired others, and turn^ them 
into a right Channel ; thus to contradidMea's Difpofitions^ was aa'^ 
ardous Undertaking, e^ecially with no effedhial Afliflance from * 
Religion : But fortunately for their Scheme, they difeoverM One ' 
Paflion in Mankind, by indulging of which, and guiding it arrghr, 
they were confident they (hould effed their Defign of keeping All 
the others in due and neceflary Subjedion : And this Paffioa 
was. a great and violent Opinion each Perfon had of bis own * 
Merit, of which _he endeavoured to make all the World asienfible- 
as himfelf, and to which all his Views and Adions aim'd> and- 
which upon every Occuvrence was the chief Motive of Proceed- 
ing. This is the mod prevailing Paflion in Maa's Nature; it. 
flicws irlelf almoft every where, and gets the better of every 
other Defife and Appetite: The Origin of this in Human Na-! 
tttre was wifely implanted by the Author of our^ Beings for thc^ 
Love of one's Self, fo far as it prompts us to think of our ^crcr- 
nal Welfare, (which View alone will ftand the.Teft-of Reafonin* 
air our Adions,) is a laudable and worxhy-Sentimeit,^. and t)e^ 

^'Cuero'sOficis, Lib. i. . 
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coming the Dignity of our N«urc; but when it is puffiM to Ex* 
eels, and turns its Ideas only upon Worldly Satisfactions, it de* 
giencrates^ and changes into what we call Tride. 

This Paflion therefore, thus degenerated, thefe Legiflators 
thought a proper Engine to work with, to compafs their Defign. 
They fixM, for this Reafon, to all Species of Virtue, ftrong No- 
tions of Praile and Applaufe ; they, by degrees, fix'd Infemy 
and Lofs of Reputation, upon every Ad:ion and every Paflion, 
which was of any Prejudice to their relpeiftive Societies j and 
;annex'd Rewards, and all forts of honorary Diftin<9ions, to all 
Things that were conducive to the Good of the whole Commu- 
nity, and confequently to every Individual. 

Thus Virtue, (which, as I faid, in its very Nature produces 
thefe Effedts) infenfibly grew into Favour j and thefe illuftrious 
Xaw-givers, by flattering one predominant Paffion, found Means 
to manage All the refl : And thus Vanity and a Defire of Ap- 
plauft, produced that EfFecft which Human Reafon, unaffifted by 
.Grace, could never have done. 

But as thefe Perfons to whom I afcribe this Management, 
had no certain Rule to guide them, and were only aided by their 
own Greamels of Genius, which could not go fuch Lengths as if 
it had had Affiflance from Above ; and as they, in their Ideas 
of Virtue, only confidered the temporal Good of SDciety, diffc- 
xence of Conflitution and difTerence of Climate, and other Cir- 
cumftanccs, caused Variations in their feveral Eflablifhments, and 
difference of Condu<^ in feveral Branches of Virtue, tho* All a- 
greed in the main Points. And in each particular Country, Men 
were unflablc and changeable in their Virtue i becaufe, as Glory 
and Vanity were the chief Motives, where-ever thefe fail'd, they 
were fure to deviate from Virtue. 

This may be obferved in a Thoufand Inftances ; as particu* 
larly in this : It is is evident from the Second Chapter of this 
Work, that the Love of their Country was their flrongcfl 
Aflfedion ; becaufe their Legiflators knowing that That immedi- 
irtely concerned the Whole Society, had fix'd the greatefl Idea of 
Glory and Applaufe to any Services done to it; for this Reafon, 
whenever any other Virtue came in Competition with Thar, even 
Jufticc, ^c. it was forc'd to fubmit to a Foundation for fupcrior 
Applairfc. T o 
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To explain mylelf Ml better: To be Juft, Difinrerefted,. 
and Humane, was laudable and praife-worthy ; but yet, if being 
Unjuft, Rapacious and Cruel, was of Service to their Country,, 
they were fure of Applaulc for quitting the former Virtues : (And 
this frequently happened in their Affairs with other Nations.) 

Besides, in other Cafes, as Mankind had no certain Rule to 
walk by, thofe who fettled Laws and Relations in each Coun-^ 
try, could not have that Purity of Notions which is found in 
the Chriftian Syftem ; and as they regarded only the Felicity of 
this World in their feveral Eftabliihments, many Opinions were 
maintained, various Couftms were kept up, and feveral Laws and 
Ordonances enjoined, which were fuch as kept Men from arriving, 
at that Perfei^ion which we have Ideas of; and becaufe Glory 
and Reputation were the Confequence of conforming only to^ 
what they cfteemed to be Virtue, no Wonder if Men were thus 
unequal in their Moral Qualities. 

B UT as upon the Whole, the main Poiuts of Virtue were eC-- 
fential to Weli-I^eing in this World, fuch a Glory was the Conic- 
qucnce of the Oblervance of thofe principal Articles, that Men 
who were by Education nurs'd up in a Fondnefs for Reputation,, 
could not faiJ in the Performance of great Adions, as long as 
they had any Regard to their CharaiScr. 

And as for thoic Parts wherein they were deficient, the Short- 
%htedne£s of Human Realbn is fuch, that we mud not be fur- 
prifed , if thofe who I have faid inculcated Virtue, had not 
llrength of Sight enough to fee, that Univerjal Purity, and Uni- 
formity of Morals, were the chief Ingredients even in Human ^ 
Felicity. 

Besides, all the Methods I have related, which the *wile 
Men of Antiquity made ufe of to inculcate Virtue, they endea- 
voured by all poflible Means to .fill Men with a high Conceit of ^ 
their Abilicies and Merits, and of the Excellency of their Dif^ 

* It might be that fome of the moft penetrating Genius's of Anticjuitjr, by their own 
Force, could jdifcovcr the Ufefulnefs of Virtue to Society, and from thence confcquen- 
tially to themfelves i I fay, it might happen that fome of thefe had as clear an Infight- 
into this Matter, as the firft Legiflators of Nations ; but thefe, I believe, were but 
few, becaufe Nature docs not frequently prodjuce, fuch ; and befides, were it fo, I have 
evidently made it appear, that they never could carry their Virtue to fuch a Height as 
we may do, for ^e fame Reafons I gave in fpeaking of the L^flators. 

pofitions, . 
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pofitions, to which alone they declared they were beholden for 
their many and great Qualities and Accompliihments : And in 
This, they were firfl: deceived themlelves; for they attributed 
their own extraordinary Talents, and every other Excellency, to 
the Happinefs of their own Difpoficion. 

The Confequence of thefe Notions was, that Men were a- 
fraid of degrading themfclves, of ading beneath their Charac- 
ter, and beneath the Idea they had conceiv'd of themfelvqs. 

A N D we arc to obferve, (by the by,) that to this Vanity and 
Self-conceit, were owing mod of thofe Singularities in Opinion, 
which ftock'd the World with a Sett of f contending Phi- 
lolbphers ; for this high Opinion of Thenifelves, this Arrogance, 
this Self-conceit, were not always to be kept within Bounds, nor 
would they always co-operate to that End for which they were 
defign'd- 

I am apt to believe, that the Account I have given of the 
Pradice of Moral ^Virtue amongft the Heathens, will appear fa- 
tisfadory ; at leaft I ihould be elad to be fhewn a better or more 
probable one: For as to the Cnofen People of God, their Cafe 
is particular, having been favoured with the immediate Afliftance 
of the Deity. 

A s to Virtue's being naturally more beneficial to Society, and 
.to the Profperity of Nations ; it appears from this, that the moft 
famous States that ever were, loft their Power, and were (bon 
•totally deftroyM, when Vice and Corraption were come to a cer- 
tain Pitch, wlien the Meafiire of their Wickedacfs was firtl ; it 
^as a natural Conlequence of their Depravity and Degeneracy. 

This 

+ There is nothing whi^h can fet in a ftrongcr Light the Arrogance of the Heathen 
Virtues, than the Behaviour of fcveral of their chS^f Philofophers, who all of them 
m^ifefted fuch an high Opinion of themfelves, and {hew*d fucb an Obftinacy in their 
Kotions, and all of them (fome indeed more than others) difcover'd fo much Pride, as 
ought to malce us in love with the Humility inculcated by Chriftianity : Befides, feve- 
jalof thefe Men afted contrary to their own Precepts. 

X The great Queftion concerning the Goodnefe which is innate in Human Nature, 
and the Ufe and Force of Reafon, (which together make what is called the Law ^ 
Nature^) may, I think, be made clear in verv few Words. Man being bom a So- 
ciable Creature, has in him the Seeds of tnofe Qualities neceilary towards fuch an 
^nd ; but if thefe Seeds be not cultivated in a proper manner, (like thofe in the Vcge- 
fta^le World^ they do not produce the Fruits which are expe^, not at all, or at Joft 
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This is evident amongft the Greeks and Romans^ and many more 
which might be inflanced. 

As to the Second Part of my Syftem, that Glory and World- 
ly Applaufe were the Springs of great- Adions, and the chief In- 
citements of the Ancients ; we need only, for a Proof of this, 

not in any Periedion, unlcfs rightly managed ; nay, oftentimes (to purfue the Allufion) 
like Seeds deftin'd to produce Fruits for t& Nourilhment of the Animal Creation ; if 
negleded, Poifons fpring from them. The proper Means of cultivating thefe Seeds in 
Aiun, is by theUfe and Help of Reafon. — To explain my Meaning ftill better: It 
is ceruin that the firfl Di£bte of Nature, is Self-Prefervation ; and every Contentment 
that can regard Ourfelves, forings from thence : Now this can. no ways be better tfk&r 
ed, than by promoting the Good of Society ; becaufe from thence every Satis£idion 
and Advanuge will be reciprocal ; and if we promote the Good of Others, we (hall 
neceflarily feel the good Efl^ds of that general Felicity Ourfelves, even tho' Men were 
not to ^Gt fo juftly as we do ; but, generally fpeaking, Others, for the fame Reafon, 
will repay us voluntarily the Good we do them : This is evidently true, and muft ap- 
pear to All «who five their Reafon its due Scope. And we fee accordingly, in CUityfs 
OffiaSj that That iUuftrbus Rman abfcdutely affirms nothing to be really ufeful to any 
One, but what is conformable to Virtoe : The Reader may.pl«afe to confult the Work 
itfelf. '— Ading in the manner I have mentioned, is following our Natural Reafon in 
the ftrideft Manner ; but the Generality of Mankind miftake the Didates df Nature 
fo much, as to feek their own Good and Contentment,by feparating their own private 
Good from that of their Fellow- Creatures 4 which, as I have faid, are in Reality in- 
feparable : and it is from not duly confulting their Reafon, that thb Miftake ha[^nJL 
— Thus it is by the moft ill-judg'd Self-love that we feek our Own iiappinefs, by in- 
juring that of Others j for by <onfulting Theirs, Ours in the End would certainly be 
increas'd. BeCdes, there is as it were a Principle in Men, which makes them natural- 
ly incline to help each other, if they do not fall into the miftaken Notions I mention. 
The great L^iflators of Antiquity' whofe Management I am now taking notice o^ 
were folly fenflble of this great Truth; and therefore all their Endeavours, their great- 
eft Efforts, by all the Methods I iiave oUerv'd to the Reader, were all direded to this 
End, to bring Things into the moft natural and rational Channel. Thus they could 
not properly be (aid to create Virtue, which of itfelf is fixt and permanent, and as It 
were Self-exiftent, but only they caufoi its being follow'd and put in Practice, in the 
Manner I have related. — This was the Law of Nature fo much talked of; whicb^ 
indeed, duly follow'd, would produce the Good of Society, but not in that .peifeA and 
exalted Manner as in the Chriftian Syftem, by the Help of Revelation ; becaufe, as I 
have ihewn, mere Reafon could never difcover by its own Force the latent Effe^ of 
many Anions which were not fo palpaUe, nor the diftant badTendency and Confequence 
of many Eftabliftiments which might ajpear fpecious to Mortal Eyes : befldes^ the 
great Foundation for real Merit in all Virtues was wanting, viz. A Defire ofpk^fing 
the Deity by obeying his Commands ; which could xiot^be done, becaufe his Will was 
not revealed to them : I except the Chofen People of God, who were quite upon an- 
other Foot ; and accordingly we find how far fuperior they were (in their beft Times) 
to the Heathens, in their ^Religious Syftem, and the Moral ConduA of their Lives in 
jeneiaL 

U 11 COft. 
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confider the * various Methods ufed in Greece and Rome, to flar- 
ter and maintain that Paflion of Pride and Vanity ; and alio to 
obierve the Condu(% of ibmc of their Great Men upon particular 
Occafions ; and indeed, the whole Tenor of their A<Sions and 
Sentiments, and the whole Coarfe of their Behaviour. 

And what ftill makes my Aflertion the ftronger, and fets in a 
more confpicuous Light the Vanity and Love of Praife which artful 
Legiilators have been cunning enough to nourifli and increafe, and 
the prodigious Height that it was taught to go, is That f Regard 
to the Judgment and Appiaufe of Pofterity, which was fo very 
drong and remarkable among the Ancients. 

This feems the only Immortality they were anxious about ; 
foch was their Pride, and fuch their Veneration for Themfelves, 
fuch the Efteem that they had for their Reputation, that they 
were lolicitous about the Reception their Name and«Adions 
would meet with, when they fhould be out of the World ; fiich 
was their Vanity, that they were Reftiefs, and in continual 
Agitation when living, to be fpoken of and admired when 
dead. 

This was often happily made ufe of to promote ufeful Qua- 
lities ; but when it took a Military Turn, the whole Univerfe 
was diftttrb*d to gratify this Paflion* Tbefe Votaries of Mars^ 
who fought for Glory by facrificing to Him, were often little 
anxious what were the Methods taken to obtain it; the Miferies 
of their Fellow- Creatures, and often of their Fellow-Citizens^ 
were the Means employ'^d to arrive arwhat they fought for ; they 
little reflei^d that 

True 

* Amongft many other Things of this Nature, it is worthy our Obfervation, what 
Plutarch tells us of Aratus^ who freed Sicyone (the Place of his Birth^) from Tyranny ; 
he fays, that the Sicyonians continu'd in his Time, fthat is 300 Years after,) to keep the 
Anniverfary of the Birth of that great Man ; as alfo that of the Day in which be de- 
liver'W his Country, with the greateft Soleninity, with Sacrifices and Choirs of Mu- 
fkk, t^c. and magnificent Proceffions ; and when he dy'd, he was buried in the mofl 
noble Part of the City. — • Can we doubt but that Aich Maxims as thefe were givat In- 
citements to Patriotifm ? 

f That the Reader may be ftill more aflured that Gloiy was the chief Motive to 
Virtue among the Ancients, he would do well to fee in Cicero's Trcatife Ds Seruflutey 
what a Strefs is laid upon Immortal Fame after Death, and the Applaufe of Mankind 
in this Life,, towards the adminiilering Comfort and Tranquillity of Mind to Old. 
Age. 
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True Fortitude is fien in great Exploits^ 

That Juftice warrants, and that fTifdom guides ; 

Jill elfe is towWing Frenzy and T^ifiraHien. C a t o. 

This flicws us, that the Motives ma4c ufe of to cftablifli Vir- 
toe, altho' they ai^wer'd the DefigD io the maio^ yet fometimes 
broke their Boands ; and the Love of Glory (by miflaken Ideas,) 
tum'd to Ambition, was the Source of Vice, and of Unhappinels 
to Thcmlelvcs and Others. 

There is not an Infiitution amongft the Greeks and Romans^ 
bat what has a View to the Satisfadion of the Paflion which I 
have fix'd upon as the Source of the P^an Virtues ; they even 
prodituted their Religion to it. The Divine Honours paid to 
all their Heroes ^ the Temples ereded to them ; the Monuments 
and Trophies rais'd to immortalize their Name ; the :^ Publick 
Games of Greece^ to the Rewards of which the Ancients afpir'd 
with furprifing Eagornefs : All tbefe are evideBt Proofs of this 
Truth. 

Thus when Mardonius invaded Greeee, Tigranes, one of the 
^erjian Generals, hearing how the Greeks were in Love with 
Fame, and what Efforts they made» and what Tranfports of Joy 
they fliew'dat the Acquiiition only of a Crown of Lawrel or Olive, 
®r. ftruck with Amazement, iaid to Mardmius, Heavens] with 
what Men we are going to fight, they are infenfible to hitereft, 
and fway'd only by Glory !* A Motive which xhzTerfians were 

ignorant 

t It fe almoft incrediHe what the Cembatants, and tbbfc who diiputed the Prize tt 
tfao& publick Grames,. fuftr'tl to obtain it, both by the preparatory Difciplii^e^ and xkm 
dangerous and fetiguiiu; Exercife they went through at thofe Times : Thus St. Pad 
fays very aptly, That fince they took fuch Pains for a Corruptible Crown, it is fcan- 
dalous in Chriftrans to be fo remifs in the Purfuit of Eternal Rewards. Efift. to Corinth. 

* The publick Games, befides the Ufe of them to incite Men to a Love of .Glory, 
had many other excellent Ufes. They were of great Advantage to military Perfeilion, 
for the Exerciies hard^'d the Bodies of Men to Fatig^e, and fome of thofe Exercifes 
were in then^elves ufeful in War $ as Phu. in Sympofiac. obferves, that the Theham^ bj 
being excellem Wreftlers, prevailed over the Lated^momMS ^t Jjuffra^ &c. Diofty in 
tbe Life of jtdruM obierves, that the Rmms defeated the Jazzes upon the frozen Da- 
mbey chiefly by being good Wieftlers. — The great ArOus^ General o\ Achaia^ was 
crown'd five Times for having conquer'd at the PentatMuniy (that is, at five difierent 
Species of Exercifes) in the publick Games.— A nobk Circumftance in this great Man't 
Li^e, ( tho' a little foreign to the Purpofe) is, when he had gain'd Poffeffion of the Cita- 
del of Corinth J by a Heroick Aftion, (to free it from Tyranny,) he defcendcd, wearied 
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Ignorant of, and therefore were (iink in Slavery, and immersM in 
Vice! 

The Publick Rewards of different Kinds amongft the Romans 
were alfo fo many certain Incentives to noble Ad:ions ; the Fune- 
ral Orations, the carrying the Images of their Anceftors at their 
Funerals, the Triumphs, the Infcriptions to the Honour of great 
Men, the Gelebration of the famous Adions of Heroes by Hifto* 
rians. Orators and Poets ; in fhorc^ all theie were as (b many 
careful Nurfes to bring up and ftrengthen this natural Bent to Va« 
nity, and as fo many Guides to lead it into the right and uleful 
Road; 

E y E N the moft filcnt, the Icaft Ihowcy and noify Virmes, had 
Admiration as a fiire Attendant ; becaufe there is in reality, no 
Virtue but what is ufeful to Society ; befides, the getting the 
better of thole Dcfires which all Men feel fb ftrong in themlely^^ 
muft be a Matter of Wonder andApplaufe; the great Men there* 
fore, as Tfaid before, were careful followers of Viirtue in all thofa 
Branches, which Human Reafon had Force enough to difcover to 
be ufeful to Society, ib far as their Yanity and Pride would allow : 
I fay this, becaufe tho'thar PafHon was the Source of Virtue, and 
the Heathens were aduated by it to great Adions,. ycti like aHi 
violent Medicines, it could nor, as I have before laid, be always 
k^ within due Bounds, and operate only according to its ori«» 
ginal Defign. 

Thus for- Ibftancc^ Bravery and htroick Courage were the 
EfTeds of this Paflion, and were defigned for the Ufe of Society, . 
^md the Good and Proiperity of each Man's refpedive Country ; 
yet it often happen*d^ that Generals w<rc fa < attached to their 
own Pcribnal Glory, that they forgot to^make it. fiiblervient to 
the Good of. their Fiellow-Citizens, and therefore, often .aver-ihot 

as te was, and arm^d from- Head to Foot, into thtCmmbtan Theatre,- when the People - 
were aflemblod, and there ihew'd himfelf to them, leaning on his Spear.^-- What a glo- 
rious Pidure would this make ! lA what a beautiful Point of View did the Cmntbiwts be- 
hold their Delf^erer ! But to return, the Publick Games greatly improved Arts and Sci- 
ences ; the Poets alwavs read their Works as well as the Hiftorians to all Gnea aflemK 
bled, and had their. Applaufe, if they deier/dits as. did Hfr^dofus^ S^pbfida, Euri^ 
pidesy &c.. 
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the Mark, and exposed their Peifons to fuch a Degree, that hj 
their Deaths ^ whole Army was loft, and a whole People ruioU 

And at other Times they eng^ed their Country in dangerous^ 
and deftruiftiTC Wars, to fatisfy their own Ambition and 
Pride. 

All thefe, and many fuch Inftances, came from the lame 
Source, as the brighteft and moft perfe<3; Adions of the An« 
cients. 

Thus by hav^ing our Ey e» conftantly 6x'd upon the Motives 
of Virtue amongft the Ancient Heathens, by having our Thoughts 
attentive to every Spring of Ai&ion, by- givine them a nice Scru* 
tiny, we fhall always find * Glory and worldly Applaufe, during 
their Lives, and aDefireof inmiortalizing their Names when deao, . 
to be the real Foundation they built upon ; at the fame Time, we 
ihall be able to account for their Inequality of Condu<^ as to theit 
Morals. 

Iv would be an endlels-Piece of Work for me to enter into e- 
very Particular, wherein this Love of Fame di/covered itfelf. 

T H i& Exclamation oiAkxander the Great, in the Midft of all < 
his Militar V Labours, is w^ll knowa ; Oh ! . Athenians^ what do 
I^fufler to oe prats'dby youi.(whcre we may take notice, en fsf 
fint, of the ^eat Opinion the World had of the Athenian Judg-- 
ment and Under ftanding.) 

The famous Themi^ocles^ ^htn very young, told his Friends,, 
that the^ Trophies ereded^ta the Honour of Milttades^ would ^ 
not give him Leave to Sleep. 

Julius Q^far weeps^ at feeing a- Statue o£^/f4f4^i^, for not 
having done any Thing remarluible at an Age^ when that Prince 
had conquered ^erfia. 

T H £. Fondnefs for inuxu>rtal Fame appeared in that Contention 
between Tericles and the Athenian People, mention'd in a former 
Chapter, which of them fhouid dedicate the nohle Buildings rais'd > 
by his Elegance of Tafte. 

T H E R B is no room for doubting.but that Glory was the Source 
of all the famous military Exploits of the Heroes of Antiquity ; . 
ibrThis, they bore theExcefTes of Jieat and Cold, expoled them* 

^'Fm Piriou whik thef^ bUi wen Slaves to Fam I Eflaf.oA lUafon. - 
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felves to continual Fatigues, and co Bodily Pain, and often to 
Death itfelf, in its grcateft Terrors : For This, they ddpiTed the 
ill Treatn^nt of their vitStorious Enemies, the Frowns, and even 
Chains of Tyrants, and all the Misfortunes that attend Men eager 
m the Purfuit of immortal Fame and univerfal Applaufe. It was 
for Glory 

• - - - 

. The Self^devoted Decii dfd. 

The Fdhii/eU, and the great Scipio's conquered. C a T o. 

It is a Thing which muft be granted hj all, who ooniider ibch 
Aining Efforts of Virtue, that immortaliziog their ^ Name was 
(the chieif Motive. 

Strange! that fiich fliould be the Force of Vanity f that 
prelent Ills and UneafinefTes (hould willingly be incurred for an 
uncertain Reward, and which could not give them Pleafure when 
acquired, (mce they were then to l>e paft all Sentiment of Joy or 
Pain, arifing from the Opinion of this World? 

SoMBTiMES indeed, they reaped this Harveft of Glory du- 
ring their Lives ; but they took That only as an Barneft of future 
And everlafthig Fame, and would have thought their Fatigues and 
Dangers but half repaid, if their Reputation had been to laft no 
longer than their Lives! 

There feems, I (ay, to be no doubt, (nor indeed can there 
be in Reafbn,) but that this PafBon was the Spring from whence 
flow'd the Heroilm of Old, in all its SK)ft pompous and ihowey 
Forms ; but there may remain ibme Difiiculty in the Minds of 
my Readers, as to tbofe Men who have filently undergone wfl- 
line; Mortifications of thofe Faflions namral to Man ) (iich a*s A- 
riffides, the Two ditto's, Curiusy Fabrkius^ Efamhondas^ and 
many more I could name. 

* I might bring the Opinions of thofe Fathers of the.primidve Church (wfaoTe Ab- 
tbof ity it uncoptemd with ut} 4b ftre^gtbei^ my Aflertion beyond difpute, who aU agree 
that Glory was the chief Aim of all the Heathens in all their great Anions : But be- 
iides that this would /well my Work to too large a Size, I chufe rather to prove it 
from the Nature of the^hing jtfelf, weS ccmTidered in the Reader's Breaft^ if this is ift- 
£ifficient^ I fefer the Reader to the Authorities abovementioned. 

But 
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But tliis will iboo be remov'd^ if what I faid in my Accoanr 
of the Origin of Heathen Virtue be rcnienjbcr*d> w«. chat inferior 
Paffions were fbrc'd to fiibmtt co the fuperior. 

Thus tbefe Perfonages I have nam'd, and many more of the 
fine Stamp, by the Sublimity of then- Genius, chofe a Method 
to obtain Appiaufe, which, by being the lefs iiifpeded, was the 
likelier ta attain to what they aim'd at; 

I T was a Refinement of their Pride, thus to lacrtfice fome of 
the moft prevailing Paffions (as it may have been oblerv'd, they 
^ in this Work) to it, and feem to fly ^om* Praife, in order to 
gain it the notore certainly ; and, for o^ht I know, their Pride 
imght be the ftronger for This, for there is as ht were a Pride in 
concealing Pride; for thofe Men who ftiew the moft openly 
their Inclination to Applaufe, their Irigh Value for Themlclvesy 
ate the ofteneft difappointed. ' . 

But of thofe Great Men I meniionM, the Elder Cato^ with 
all his Simplicity of Life, and other Mortifications of himfelf^ 
was openly moft terribly a Slave to Vanity, as I have fltewn in- 
the former Part of this Chapter. 

And Thitarcb exprcfly tells us> that Arrjiides and Epami^ 
iKmda^ were as protid of their Poverty and Simplicity of Life, 
as others migfat be of the moft pompous Titles and the greateft 
Acquifitions. 

A N D I queftion not, but when AriJHdes bad that Verfe ap- 
plied to him by all his Countrymen, wherein his Juftice was ac« 
kndwledged, and even when the Country Fellow gave him for a 
Reafon of his voting him to Bafdihnient, that his Title of the 
Juft Ariftides fhock'd him, with all his feeming Humility his 
Heart exulted with Joy, and that he thought himfelf overpaid 
for all his Sufferings and Mortifications.* 

Cicero's Vanity and Defire of G^ory, notwithftandine all his- 
Philofophy, are fhewn in many Part? of his Works, ancfparticu- 

. larlyr 

* The fame maybe faid of that A&ix I have related in the I Vth Chapter, where the 
People applauded fo much the voluntary Poverty of AriJUdiS^ who had reAifed the Affi-, 
fiance of his Relation CalUat. In general, whoever rouls the Lives of thofe great Men,, 
whofe Names Pbaareb has immortaliz'd, will be convinc'd without any fiuther Argu- 
ment,, that the Love of Fame and Glory during their Lives, and after^ their Deatbs> 
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Jarly ia his Letters, whcr^ia we find not only His Fondncfs of 
•Reputation, but That of all thofe he correlponded with. 

His 'Letter to Lucceius the Hiftorian is well known, in which 
lie defires him co write the Hiftory of his Confulftiip, and even 
to go beyond Truth for the Sake of Fame : Ardeo^ fays he, cu- 
fiditate incredibiliy neque^ ut ego jirbtPror, reprehendenda^ no- 
men ut noftrum Jcriftis illuftretur ® celebretur tuts. — — And 
-then he goes on, and iays: itaque te flane etiam ® €tiam rogo^ 
^t ft? ornes e4 vehementius etiam quam fortaffe fintis^ ^ in 
eo leges Hiftorit negli^as: gratiamque iUam de qua fuavijfime 
riquoaam in frocemio /crtpfifii, n qua te defle{ti non tna^is fotuife 
demonfiras Mam Herculem Xenophontium ilium a Voluftate : 
,ea Ji me tiii vehementius cemmendabit ne afpernere^ Amorique 
noftro Tlufuclum etiam quam concedit Veritas largiare. 

A N D to Ihew this in ftilL a llronger Light, if pofTible, Ym re« 
queils Lucceius to dillurb the Orxler of his Hiftory, to give an 
Account of his glorious Deeds, in faving Rmte from Catiline^s 
fury, that he might enjoy the Satisfadion of feeing, during his 
Life-time, in what Manner he was to be tranfmitted to Pofte- 
risy : Equidem ad nojlram Laudem non multum video interejfe 
fid adproferationem meam quidam interefi non te e^JpeBare 
dum ad locum veniaSy ac ftatim cauffam illam totam t£ tern* 
fus arrij^ere. — — 

Nor is the Younger Tliny^ with all his Accomplifliments, 
lefs vain and eager zSxti immortal Fame : This is clear from 
many of his Letters ; particularly in that to Tacitus the Hifto- 
rian, which I ihallinfert at length. 

C. Plinius Tacito fiio S. 

,Nec iffi tibi flaudis^ S? ^ego nihil magis ex fide quam de 
te firibo, Tofieris an aliqua Cura nojiri^ nefcio $ nos certi me^ 
remur ut fit aliqua, non dico ingenio (id enim JUferbum) fid 

was really the true Source of all their Virtues : In fome it was more apparent than in 
others, efpeciaUy ia thofe who ihin'd in War \ tiiis arofe from the veiy Nature of that 
^Profeffion. The Story of tha Cynick Dtogina trampling with Us dirty Sandals upo« 
*the Velvet Furniture, which he termM the Pride of Plato^ and that Philofopher's taxing 
bi^i with greater Pride for fo doing, is well known, and may be applied to all the proud 
^j^uQuUty ftf the Ancients, if I may fo calLit 

fiudio 
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Jludio^ fed Lahore^ Sf Reverentia Tofterorum. Tergamus moio 
itinere inftituto: quod ut pakcos in Lucem, Famamque frovexit^ 
it a multos b tenebris ^ fiUntto frotulit. Vale. 

Flint to Tacitus. 

•* You are not that fort of Man as to flatter yourfclf, nor 
•* do I -write any thing with more Sincerity than what I write 
^ concerning you. I know not whether Pouerity will have any 
^ Regard for us ; but be it as it will, we certainly dcfcrve fome 
" Remembrance; I do not fay, becaufe of our Genius, (there 
^ would be too much Vanity in that,) but for the Care and Pains 
" we take, which (hews the Rcfped we have for the Opinion of 
** future Times. However, let us go on in the fame Road, for 
^ though few have attained to the nigheft Pitch of Glory that 
^ Way, yet many have by this Method preferv'd themielves 
^ from Obfcurity and Oblivion. Farewei/* 

Thus the Motive to Virtue of thefe two great Men, Clcer$ 
and Tliny, appears very plainly ; and if the judicious Reader 
will but clofely examine the Adions of Antiquity, he will find 
that alraoft every one of them, of all Kinds whanoever, confirm 
my Syftem. 

In fhort, all the Writings of the Ancients are full fraught witli 
this Paflion ; and in one way or other, however dilguis'd, the 
lame Sphrit difcovers itfelf to a pice and curious Examiner. 
. I fhall now give an Inftance or two wherein this Love of Fame 
mtended to be ufeful, and deftin'd to That alone^ yet by its Ex« 
cefs went beyond its due Bounds. 

Callicratidas^ a Spartan of great Worth, fam'd for his Juflice, 
his Magnanimity ana his Courage, commanded the Lacedemonian 
Fleet* at the Fight oi Argtnufge, (mentioned in my firft Chapter;) 
no Man lovM nis Country better, or more wifliM its Welfare j 
yet, contrary to his own Knowledge, n^ligent of the Safety of 
thofe tmder his Command, and committed to his Care, merely 
^ut of a Pique of faife Honour, left his Courage and Bravery 

* TJiucyd. if jBr/Z^Pelopoiu 

X X • fliould 
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fliould be tax'd, he forfeits all his other gpod QaaHttcs» ^e eoga** 
ges the Athenian Fleet ; aad wl^n his Pilot b^'d of him to 
ivoid the Fight, he anfwer'd, ** The Safety of ^rtA does aoc 
" depend upon One Man/* 

Not refleding that the Life of a Geqesal is of exceeding 
great Gonfequence to his Army, and by a natural Reafon to be 
deduced from thence, to his Couatry* 

His Anfwer therefore to thofe who advis'd bioi to retire £K>ni 
Arginufa, quite deftroys his other Merits, by fliewing him to 
be aifluated by the Love of Fame beyond its proper Linucst 
^ SfartA (fays he to thofe about him,) can tquip another Fker,. 
^ If this be defeated and deftroy^d;^^ hue I can never recover my 
•* Reputation, and muft remain covcrM with Infamy, if I retreat 
^ ftom before the Enprjay.** 

I fhall make oa Comments upon this Speech ; it naturally oc* 
curs to every Tbinkipg Man, that his traeft GJory would have 
confTfted in preferving the Lives of his Qountrymeo, and avoid* 
iog all Accidents that mighc injure his Country. 

Cicero, tho' fo fond of Glory himfelf, finds i&uk with this^ 
Behaviour of Callicratidas^ a Man before ii^ jiuftly prais'd, and 
lays, that Men have willingly facrific*d every thing to their 
Country, but their Rieputatiott ; (but I have * ihewn in fbow 
Cafes, that they fought for Glory evea by the Lofs of ifi iijkAfK 
pearance.) 

These are Cicero's Words: Inventi mutts funt qui nm trnkkx 
fecuniam fid vitam etiam frafundere fro patrid fiir4ti ejjhff^ 
iidem Gloria JaUuram ne miniinam ^dem facere- veUcMt, ne 
Refublicd quidem PofiuUmte : ai Ctiilicrattdas, qm cum Lace*- 
dsmoniorum J>uxjuifet Peloponnefiaco Metlfi^ muUaqtue feciffet, 
^regie vertiP 4d'extremum omnia, cum confitio nonfaruit eorum^ 
qui cJaffem db Arginufis removendam aec cum Athenienfibus di^ 
micandum futabant. ^ibus ille rejpondit^ Lacedasmoaios, claffe 
Hid amiffa aliam foTAre pffe^ fe Jfkg^r^ fine fua dcdecare nom 
pjfe. Oific. Lib. i. 

The Behaviour oiChahrias, one of the moft; ittuftrious Com^ 
manders of Athens^ was alfo blameable \ for being unfortunately 
hcm'd in in the Harbour of C&/^i,tho' he could havc^efcap'd fromv 
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bis VclTcl to the Fleet which was near his Ship, yet he chofc 
rather to die than leave his Galley, and fave himlelf by fwim- 
ming to the reft of his Ships, altho' it was apparent that his Life 
was (as thofe of all good Generals are) of great Importance to 
h}s Country .| 

I have now, I think, fufficiently examined the Quality of the 
Heathen Virtues ; and akho' I am not fo devoid of Modefty as 
to affirm, I cannot be miftaken in the Origin from which I fay 
tbcy fpring, yet I fabmit it to the candid Reader, whether, 
upon having plainly fhewn that their Religious and Moral Sy- 
ftems could not infraencc ihem as to the general Pj^-adice of Vir- 
tue, it is not almoft certain to Demonflration, from what I have 
alledg'd on this Head, from many direA and ctrcuoEiftantiai 
Proofs, that Glory was the only Caufe -of all their Virtues.* 

I ipeak in general, for wemuft not deny but that fome very 
fow might have a happy natural Diipofttion, and by that Means 
have a better Idea of a fiipreme Being, and ib confonn their Ac 
tions according to what they judged agreeable to that Being; yet 
this Idea muft be imperfe^, being totally unallifted with any 
Helps whatfoever, and could be only Pcrfonal. 

I N fhorr, I am not fb prepoflefs'd with any Belief of ad InfalK* 
bitity in my Judgment, as not willingly to own myfelf in a Mt- 
ftake in any thing wherein it can be proved t\Mt I have erred i 
Nos fui /equimur jn-obabiHsy nee ultra id quod verijhntle oeeur^ 
perit progredi foffumus^ 5? refellere Jme fertinacsd ^ refetli 
fine Iracundid farati fumus. Cicero. 

f Corn. Nepes 01 Chftbria. 
* Amof^ a tfaou4ui4 Incentives to virtoQus A<%qjis iparticulady to a Imnre ani. 
iFigorckis Defence of their Cbuncry, Vhicb I might bring from amongft the An« 
cients, befides the Funeral Orations in Honour of thofe who fell in Battle^ which wenc 
ia life at AthiHSy there is a remarkable Cuflom which I find in the Hiftory of that Re* 
puUick, which 9 higUfwimhy the lUader^ Notice. It was the Cbftom at ift)}^, at 
<«ie of the mofl cel^rated Feflivals, when the whole People were aflembled in the 
Theatre, for a certain Number of Youth who had loft their Fathers in Battle, to ap- 
pear before the AOembhr m compleat Armour, and with them a Herald, who with a 
low} Voice toU the Afcmblf that cMe were young Ophaa^ who bad loft their 3I«<^ 
ftriout FatkcTfr in the Service of thdr CoAittj ; and therefore were now deemed the 
ChQdren of the Rcpublick ; who^ having takni Care of them in their Infamgr, did 
now iet tbem m thofe Pkths wherein they might by their Services adaia to Honours. 

X X X From 
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From this Source of Virwe in the Ancients, we Ihall be led 
to obferve their want of Humility, which was diredly incom- 
patible with it ; and at the fame time any one may eafiiy accoont 
for their want of Patience under great Misfortunes, and for their 
Deficiency as to Forgiving and Loving of Enemies, for which 
Humility is abfolutely requifite. 

And moreover, I have in my (Jth Chapter taken notice of a 
main Defecfl in the Heathen Morality, which I ihall here repeat, 
bec^ufe it dill fhews that monftrous Arrogance, which was the 
chief Charadieridick of Heathen Virtue ; anc^ that is, that they 
acknowledged Themfelves indebted for every Thing to the Im- 
mortal Gods, butThofe which in our holySyftem are the greatcft 
BlefTing that can be beflow'd, I mean Virtue and GoodneS \ for 
with us we confefs, that^ter all our mod pious Endeavours, wc 
yet can avail Nothing, nor can arrive at a due Pitch of Virtue 
without the- Divine Grace. Let us fee what one of the moft ac- 
compliih^d Men, in all Refpeds, among the Romnns^ fays upoa 
diis Head: Atqui hoc quidem omnes Mortales fie bahent^ eMter- 
nas Commoditates, Vineta^ Segetes, Oliveta, uhertatem fruguM 
fS frudiuum^ omnem denique Commaditatem ^roj^eritatemqm 
Vits a ^iis Ji habere, Virtutem autem nemo unquam acceftam 
^eo retulit ; nimirum redte : frofter Virtutem enim jure ku^ 
damur^ SJ in Virtute re Be gloriamur^ quodnon contingeret fi id 
2)onum a 7)eo non a nobis haleremus ; at vero aut honor Hms auBiy 
aut re familiari^ aut fi aliud quip f Mm na€ti famus fbrtuiti. 
boni, aut depulimus Mali, cum TyUs gratias agimus, tum nihil 
noftr£ laudi affumftum arbitramur. Num quis quod bonusj 
vir effet gratias T)iis egit unquam ? at quod T^ives quod ho^ 
noratus^ quod incolumis ; Jovemque ok eas res apellant Opti- 
mum Maximum non quod nos juftos, temferatos, fapientes ef 
ficiaty fid quod falvosy incohmes^ opulentos, copiofos. Cicero. 
How dillant is this from the Purity and Humility of the Chri-^ 
iiian Religion ! 

T o illuftrate ftill more this Matter, it is worthy our Notice, 
what Catotht Younger writes to Cicero^ in anfwer to a Letter 
from that Great Man ; who having performed fome ufeftii Military 
Exploits,, during the Time of his being Governor of Ci/icia, beg? 
Cato's Vote in the Senate, for dcaceing him what rhcy caird' 

Snf* 
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Suff Heat tones, (that is, for a certain Number of Days the Tem- 
ples were opcn'd, aud publick Thanks addrefe^d to the Immortal 
Gods for the great Succefles of the General.) Cato was of a 
different Opinion from Cieero in this Matter ; and this was his 
Reafon^ Triumfho muko ckerins eft (fays he) Senatum judieare^ 
fotius man fuel udine ® innocent id Imferatoris Tr ovine iam quam 
vi Mi/iium, aut Benignitate. ^eorum Immortalium retentam at- 

?ue confervatam ejfex quod ego med Sententid Cenfebam.* 
^hat is, in fliort, that Cato judg'd it more honourable for Cicefo 
to owe every Thing to his own Virtues, thaa to the Favour of 
the Gods ; and therefore he would not concur in the Decree of 
the Senate for the publick Thmks to the Gods ; confequently it 
appears that Cata thought tbofc VirtiKS were not given by the 
Deity. 

And to confidcr this Matter ({ill farther, as it was foch aFai* 
lure in Point of Humilicy, C^bc want of whicb deftroys the Ami^ 
ablenefs of moft Virtues J id it muft make them often have muti» 
nous Thoughts againft the Deity, and is one Reafbn for their 
Impatience uoder Misfomme&f. Sot- it is evident, that if they 
would acknowlec%e Thenifefves no ways indebted' to the Deity 
for their Virtues, they muft conceive a higher Opinion of their 
own Merit ; and,, on the other Hand, if all the eood or bad' 
Thin^ of this World^ in their Opinion, proceeded uom the Inw 
mortal Gods, the Confequence mult be, that upon any Misfortune, 
or in any unhappy Situation of Affairs, they muft be offended at 
their Divinities, for nor treating them according to the great and^ 
high Conceit they had of their own Deferts. See about this C/« 
eero de Nat. ^eor. 

A s to the want of Univerial Benevolence, as fb ftrong an Idea 
of Glory was annexed to the Love ef their Country, no Won« 
dei^ they failM in the former; becaufe they never could make the 
Love of all Mankind compatible with the Love of their Country^ 
This was refcrv'd for the Chriftian Syft:em alone. 

We are toi obferve before wc leave this Subjeifl, that the Hca-- 
tJiens were not only unequal by to abfolute Ignorance of Ibme 
Virtues^ but uneven in the Ejcercifeof thofe-they wer» acquaint* 
edwith; Thap 

f Lib. 15; %iftr J. MFmil.^ 
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That is, by fatisfyiag certain PaflionJ for Reafbos not equi- 
valent to the Lois of Glory, (for as ro their Inequality for the 
:Sake of their Country, I have accounted for that) they fccmcd 
^to q^uit their general Aitn. 

There is I believe no Way of Accounting for this, but 
by faying, it was owing to Human Frailty ». by giving way t6 
fudden Inclinations, (tho* ia Reality of Iqis Force in tbeir Na- 
ture,) which lay iu their Way in their Purfuic of Glory j (juft 
as the Poets feign that Hipfomenes ^o^tAtalanta in her Race, 
h^ throwing her the golden Apples.) 

And they did this with the more Rcadinefs, as they were not 
djkely to forfeit their Reputation ; becaufc^ as ic was in Things 
iof fmaller Confequence to Societyt they were excufed by the 
World who were fenfiblc of the lame Frailties, and had a View 
fto the fuperior great A<^ions in the Courfe of Life of tfaofe ilia* 
lilrious Perfons. 

For after all, if ki ^fo perfei^ a Syftem as tbe Chriftian^ there 
is an Allowance ufually made for humaii: Imperfedions^ much 
jnore ought there to be in the Heathen Morality 4 and this In- 
^cquality in their Virtue is the leis wonderful, as their locitemenC 
to a fteady Pradice (that is Glory) is £ur inferior in its Nature, 
as to its ilimuladng Force, ro what we are to expcd from Clm*- 
^ianity. 

But now to obierve the Sources and Ornam^ts of Cbriftiaa 
Virtues, how amiable are they j f Humility accompanies them, 
iuid adorns them with all its Charms ! tbeir Foundadon is aftrong 

* I muft not omit obferving to the Reader^ <that when Cbriftianitjr came intfttlie 
Warl4, human Reaibn had made its ^reajteft E&rts : — For certainly^ Science of aU 
Kinds w«^ at its greateft heighth in the Time olAvgi^m ; and nothing ever hefoxe, 
.or mAert was fiqpedca: ; — • and yet it^iras all found kifuAcieiit as lo the perCbding aad 
afcertaintng Religion or Moralt^. *— Something bqrond That thta was neceffiiij^ aaA 
.this was obtained by a jgracious Itevdation from Heaven^ which at once confounded all 
iftiotan Pride* 

t From all this, we may conclude diis to he tni^^^ which St. JugMn fays in he jth 
Book D$ Cwkst, Dei^ witfa^much Judgment,, trs. Dtm iHtd fvifltt iiitgr $mms tMrad- 
Sir pin, mminem ftm'verapiitate^ ideR veri Dei veri CuJtUy ver^m poffi baUts FintiMi i 
mc earn tgramejji quando Gbriafervit humana. And if I remember right, be fomewhcv 
jar other, odls a Pagm Heroe, Animal GMa — In that little Treadfb^ intitfed, 
SieCiri/Han Heroi^ hj the late Sir Richard Steek^ b admirably fhewn the gneat S«perH 
riority of the Chriftian Virtues over the Pc^an. —-^ Hafpj ibould we ht, if fiich weie 
fiequcnt amongft us ! ■ ■ 

and 
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aod €arae(V JDefirc of plcafiog the Dcicy ; wfaaDever <1^5 not'temi 
CO Thar, or coorradic^s that View, they .cbiok horrible and dete- 
fiablef What a charming Afped has Virtue in the :|:Chri(lian Sy- 
(lem ! In our holy Religion, Humility and a high Opinion of 
the Dignity of human Nature are join'd» without dedroying each 
other's Rights, or offending each other's EiTeoce ! 

For amongft Chrifiians, the Idea of the Dignity of our Na« 
lure \s founded upon a certain Knowledge of God's AfFe^Siion foe 
us, by providing for our Redemption, and upon the tender Love 
of. our bleded Saviour, the Lord of Life, who has thought us 
worthy bis Loving- kindnefs, oud has born the greatcft Su^rings 
for oar Sake : Humility, amongft us, has its Origin in the No- 
tion we ought to have of our own NothiBgpefs ; for a Chriftian^. 
with the greateft Perfedion our Religion can give, yet owns he 
has All from God ; every Virtue is performed from pofitive Pre- 
cepts, and to pieafe him ; and fo £ir from dcTiriog or aiming; at 
the Applaufe of the World, aChriftian cares not, nay he * endea- 
vours that none ibould be acquainted with his good Deeds, anil- 
expects or defires no Rewards but in Heaven: (according to 
our Saviour's Precepts in St. Matthew^ in his exceilenc Sermon* 
• 

X Bcfides, we are to rdl«<a ttet the greateft Virtues piwre v»in^ if they have not fome 
rational Tendency ; which can be no other, than a Defire of obtaining the Favour of 
that Being which created us : Now I have fhewn in fcveral Parts of this Work, that 
this could not be the Caie with the Pagans, btcaufc of their abfurd Theolc^^ Bnd their 
uncertain Syftem as to Futurity. Thus Archbifliop Tilktjh fays vory well, *• Take 
•* away God and Religion, and Men live to no Purpofe ; withoMt propofing any wor- 
•* thy and confiderable End of Life to themfelves. Whereas the Fear of God, and the 
^ Care of our immortal Souis^ fixatfa. u^upc^onegftatDiBfigii, to which Aur vbole: 
** Life, and all the Aftions of it, are ultimately referred; tSn unus Deus coKtUTj fays- 
" LaSlMiuSy Udyiia fcf $mnh e^us, ad wmm Caput if ad uHmJuntmcmrefertwr \ when • 
•* we acknowledge God as the Author of our Beings as our Sovereign and our Judge,. 
^ -our End and our Happinefs is then fixed ; and we can hat^e but one MaforiableDiirign,'' 
*^ imd that io,. by endeavouring to plcsdb God, to gain Us Fafour m4 Pfote^oik in thia^ 
" World, and tt) arrive at the bli&ful Enjoyoient of Ii^ in the other/* — How i^x< 
the Heathens were in this Situadoo, I leave the Reader to colleift from what haa beea^ 
Aid. 

• It is certain, that the Defire of Reputation is not to be any Way* » C&rMkisai'a > 
Motive,, nor bughthe iathe Iteft |d ctre whAt^ b if^oC him a£ long as hb Coafcimice : 
can witneis to his Integrity ^ .but it muft be however confiderod, that there » thb Ex* 
€«V*'0'^> * Chriftian b to endeavour to propagate Virtue, which can noways be b et te r^' 
doae.than by Exampflck -*- Thiieour Sevionrin St. MMkm, iM your U^^ Jkjbiiu k^ 
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on the Mount.) In fine, a Chriftian, with all the Merits that ha- 
man Nature can be capable of, even aflifted by Grace, claims no 
Reward but for his Obedience. Were I to give myfelf a Loofc^ 
to expatiate on the Excellence of the Chriftian Religion, I ihould 
fun out into fuch Warncith and Ext^y, as would feem too much 
a Declamation to my Readers ! — How in EffeA, does this di- 
vine Syftem tranfcend all other Ideas of ReHgion, ever conceiv'd 
before the Time of ks being ^ewn to Mankind! — How would 
it /hine before the whole World, did but Men ad up to what it 
teacher ! How much fttperior to the vam Pageantry of the Hea- 
thens, and how much above the as vain Shew and the wickeder 
Maxims of their Succeflbrs, tiie Tafifts ! — My Thoughts are 
exalted ! my Fancy is fir*d and rais'd above its natural Pitch at 
the facred Theme ! — -Can all the worldly vain Incentives to 
Virtue among -the Pagans, compare with the Refledion that this 
Life is only a Means for. obtaining a better, which ihall laft for 
ever! Is not this (one would think) a ftronger Motive to Good- 
Bcfe, than any they could have? — How would our-Condud 
prove us much more worthy of the Faith we profefe, if we cm^ 
^loy'd ^ur Minds to think 

^ ' ■■ ■ ~— • Of holy and tnyfterious Truths^ 

Of HeawfCj moft rightjeous ^oom^ of Man's Injujiict j 

Of Laws to curb the Will and bind the Tajpons^ 

Of Life^ of T>eath and Immortality ; 

Of gnajhing Fiends beneath^ and Tains eternal \ 

Offtarry Thrones^ and endlefs Joys above J Rows. 

Not to dwell long upon this SubjeA, fo often treated of by 
ojur Divines in the nobleft Manner, I fhall only fay, that ladi 
Virmes, with fech a Purity and Sublimity of Ideas, (iich a cer- 
tain Hope of a glorious Immortality^ raife Tbofe who are trae 
Chriftians as much a'bove tlie greateft Heathens, as They were 
above Brutes* 

But it muft be confef^d, t4iat with all thefe Difadvantages, 
the Ancients did Honour to mere Natnral Man; and their very 
want of Affiftancc from Revelation, makes it wonderful that 
ifnch Motives as they had^ (not ^ual to xhofc we Jhave) could 

produce 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. yil. Caujes of their Virtues, ^c. 345 

produce ♦ foch Aiftions. When wc, with all the Advantages and 
Affiftance that Mortals can have in a State of Probation* are fo 
miierably degenerate as to fail in every Point, and ^ven to want 
that Virtue of Humility, which is the Charaacriftick of Chri- 
iliaQity. 

I need not quote Inflances; every one maft be fenfible, that 
Pride, and Arrogance, and lU^natnre have a Share in every thing 
•that is done* and in almoft everv Man's Behaviour. 

It is wonderful, that with all thcReafons we have for fb do-, 
kg, we ihould not make the lead Effort to .Virtue ; if we did, 
we mud go on in a Courfe of Goodnefs and Uniformity. To 
what is owing this abjeift, this mortifying State of f Wickedneis 
and Immorality in the Chriflian World ? I fhall now endeavour 
to account for it. 

The Reafons to be afUgnorf for this moft furprifrng Truth are 
of difiFerent Kinds, and which have fuch an Air of Probability^ 
that 'had I lefs Diffidence of my own Judgment than 1 really 
have» I might ^rm them to be the True and Only ones. 

* As I am now going to take Lcav« of the Virtues of the Ancieim, I IQiall ob-^ 
ferve to the Reader three Things which Tully informs us of, which ftill confirms 
what I am faying : Firft, then, we find in hb Offices how ftrongly the Romans adhered 
to Jufticc, and what a ftrong Regard the Rman Laws and Lawyers^ had to all Species 
of £()ufty. Secondly, In the abovementioned Treadfe, and in bis Book De Amiatid^ we 
fee that it was a Cuftom at Rome^ that every Father, who had any Care for the Wel>» 
fare of his Son, pitch'd upon fome worthy oM Perfonage in Romi^ of didinguifhed Me- 
rit, who had borne, or did adually bear the chief Offices in that Rqpublick, for a Pat- 
tern for his Son j and • it was ufual for* the Youth to atuch himfcif to that venerable 
F^ribn, and endeavour to acquire Wifdom by -his Precepts and Example ; and ta this 
Puq>ofe, as (bon as the youne Rjmum ^t on the Toga ViYilis^ he iifed conftantly to at- 
tend every where on him. Laftly, Ctcero^ m his Treatife De Amidtid^ tells us. That 
the Scene in a Tragedy of Pacuvfus, in which t)rejies and Pylades difpute the Glory of 
Dying for each other, was received by the iZ^w^/i^ People prefent at it, with ioud and ' 
continued Thunders of Applaufe. This was a Proof of their Sentiments in relation to 
Friendfhip. 

f I have in many Parts of tbis Treatife referred my Reader to Hiftory and his own 
Experience, to prove to him the wicked State of the Chriftian World ; if he pur- 
ities the Method I advife him to, he will be abundantly convinced of the I'ruth df 
what I aflert $ and the more fo, if he refleds, that moft of the Lraws made to bind 
Society, and to keep Man from injuring Man in any Cafe whatever, confequentiall/ 
imply a Depravity amone Chriftians ; for were all Men to ad up to the Precepts of 
Cbriftianity, thofe very Precepts would "better fecure Society, than any Human Laws 
whatever, which would then prove abfolutely ufelefs : If my Reader purfu^ this 
Thought in his own Brcaft by due Reflcflion, "he will find it abfolutely true, 

Y y 1 ihall 
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I fliall not begin this Part of my Trcatifc witli an Account of 
the firft Introdudion of Chriftianity into the World, with all 
its precedent and concomitant Circumftances, nor with any Ob- 
fervation opon thofe ineftimable Bkffing^ which are the Confe- 
quences of it, and which are to be enjoy'd by all thofe who fm- 
cereiy wifli it, and earneftly endeavour at it ; becaufe all this has 
already been done in the fcveral Sections of this Work. Nor 
Ihall I dwell upon thofe furpriiing Changes which were wrought 
in the Minds of fome of the wifeft of the Heathens, when they 
quitted their Errors, atid embraced the purer Dodlrities of our 
holy Faith; My Reader muft conftiU the Hiftory of the firft 
Times of Men's departing from Paganifm, and of their gettiug 
into the Paths of Salvation, and there he may with Amazement 
oblerve, even as to the Self-conceited Sages of Antiquity, as 
well as the whole Heathen Worldy how 

TJje Chriftian Light 

^awn'd like the T>ay^ ufon their darker Mindr^ 

And taught their Souls the noblefi Vfe of Reafon ; 

Taught them to Jiar aloft, to /earch, to know 

That vaft eternal Fountain of their Beings 

Then warm with Indignation, to dejpi/e 

Thofe Things were called their Country's Gods, to fcom 

And trample on their ignominious Altars. R o w e. 

But I fhall go on to take notice, that when Men firft began 
to degenerate from the Primitive Purity of our holy RcligioD, 
the many Errors in Point of Faith which- they ran into were 
very numerous: Thus when once we deviate from the right 
Road, the farther we proceed, the greater are pur Miftakes and 
Wandrings. 

Those various Herefies which foon fprung up when the 
Truth of Chriftianity was neglected, . (the greateft Epocha of 
which is not fo certain, but it * was early,) met all of them with 

♦ ** And yet we find by our Apoftle, fays Dr. Hicimany (fpeaking of St Pail's 
" Epiftles,) that even in the earlieft Times of Chriftianity, there were many who 
** pretended to be Difciples of the Faith, but yet were Enemies to the Crofe of Chrift ^ 
" fome through the difordcrlincfe of their LivcJ, and others by their diibrdcrly Opi- 
*' nioas*** 
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zealous Defenders, who ftrn^led with oQwearied Coaftsncy for 
the Superiority, 

-This was pernicious to the Morals of Mankind for two Rea« 
fbns ; the one is, becauie the being thus earned in difputing mere* 
ly abooiC ipeculative Points, made Men the le(s attentive to the 
Pr;(dice» 

A N D the iecond is, that each Party, in order to obtain the Good- 
will and Protedion of the Secular Power, chiefly of the Princes 
and Sovereigns of the World, pattered their Vices by a loofe 
Cafuiftry ; and in endeavouring to make Mankind in love with 
their rd'pe<ftive Syftems, each try'd to reconcile. X the indulging 
the Pafllons and Vices of the World with the Pradice of Chri- 
ftianity, and with the Hopes of Eternal Salvation. And thus, 

■ — — Their numerous Vices ^ 

Their clajhint SeSfSy their mutual Rate and Strife^ ' 

Had drij^en Religitn and her Angel Guards^ 

Like Outcafts from among them. In her Stead 

1)furfing Superfiition bore the Sway, 

And reigned in Mimick State, 'midft Idol Shews 

And Pageantry of Tower. — Who but muji mark 

Their Ltves, rebellious to Heaven* s gentler T recent s 

That mildly taught them ? " Hughes. 

As long as the Chriftians were under Oppreflion, and liad 
the recent Examples of the iirft ProfefTors of our Religioa fireih 
in their Memories, and the glorious Conftancy and undaunted 
Fortitude of the firft Martyrs almoft under their Eyes, fo long 
they continued ftedfaft and worthy of their Faith. 

But as foon as they be^n to fall off from this Purity, in- 
ftcad of duly following and honouring their Religion, they per- 
verted and turned it to lecular Ufes. 

X The Reader is defired to confider bow natural it is for frail Man to endeavour at 
an Affurance of being Eternally Happy, without being at theTrouWe of cramping 
their unruly Paffions here on Earth ; and confequently how natural it b to fuppofe that 
all fuch Paffions were greedily feiz'd upon and fpread with all poffible Celerity^ . 

Y y X I fliall 
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I ihall not iDfid upon thcfe firft unfortunate f Proo^ of tbe 
Chriflian Degeneracy, the Ecclefiaftical Hiflory and ail our beft^ 
Hiftories are full of the Subjed, which they have amply treated 
ef : I fliall only obferve, that even Confianttne^ who [was fuch 
a Friend to the firft Power of the Chriftian Church, could not 
help complaining of thefe Divifions, in a Letter he wrote to fcve^ 
ral Prelates- afTcmbied ztjerufalem\ for :j: he tells them, " That 
" in a Time when the Barbarians began to acknowledge the 
** True God, the Chrijiians^ who would be thought to have the 
^^ Myfhrics of God in their keeping, laboured only to entertain 
^^ Divifions and Hatred among them, not to fay for the Deftrac^ 
*^ lion of Mankind. ; • 

And what muft be the natural Confcquence (and for this F 
appeal even to common Senfe,) of that Eagernefs which* has been 
inewn by the Head of each Sed:, ever fince the Degeneracy of 
Chriflians ; their great Uncharitablenefs to each other in all their 
Religious Difputes ; the many immoral Actions which nec^ari^ 
\y flowed from thence ; the Torrents of Blood (pUt upon that 
Pretence ; in fine, the numbcrlefs Inhumanities and Cruelties 
conamitted on fuch Occafions : What, I fay, muft be the Con- 
fcquence of all this, but an- utter Depravation of the Morals of 
Mankind, vitiated by fuch dreadful^ fuch uiJiallowed Exam- 
ples ? 

Besides the other Evils I have mentioned, witii which the 
miferable Quarels of this Sort were attended, that of diftrading 
and confounding the Belief of Mankind by fo many dfffercDC 
Opinions, was not the leaft, and thereby bringing them at laft to 
believe Nothing. 

+ Under this Head it may be-askM, How thcfe firft ObmiptetB came to be corrup- 
ted. ? Which, I think, may be. anfwcr'd, by faying. That there have been in all* 
Ages, fome Spirits naturally bad, and abfolutely incorrigible, and not to be work'd 
upon by the beft Religion, and who are in their very Nature Diabolical : Thefe, tho'' 
few in Number, yet by Artifice and bafe Cunning, ^in which Vice generally abounds,) 
have been able to impofe upon an. ignorant World : Was not there amongft theTwclrc 
Apoftles, One fo naturSlly vicious and bad, as not only to be obdurate to tbe Inftmc- 
tions q£ hi& heavenly Mafter, and totally incorrigible, but even betray'd that vciy 
Mailer^ ia fpite of all the glorious Precepts he had. received from himi 

X Fide. Eufcb. /«f7/tf.Conftantinl 
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All thefe various jarring Scds were at length iubdu'd by the 
fiiperior Arts, and fwallow'd up by the iaimenfe Power of the 
♦ Church of Rome. 

When the Sovereign Pontiff (who impioudy pretends to be 
Vicar to Him whofe Kingdom is not of this World,) firft ufurp'd 
a. Power over the worldly Pofleflions, as well as over the Con- 
fciences of Mankind, it was not without much Difficulty that 
this Point was gained. 

Christianity in its original Purity would never have de* 
fired, or indeed. endured to have been g»iky. of fiich worldly and 
profane Attempts: It was neceflary therefore towards this View, 
to makc^ this Toak eajy\ and this Burthen light, (in a different 
Senfe, and by different Methods, from what our bleffcd Saviour 
propofcs in that Expreffion.) 

For this Reafon, this pretended Guardian of the True Reli- 
gion, abiblutely corrupted its Do(3^rine and its Worfhip ; and he 
and his Affiilants, all in the fame Self-inter efted DeHgns, efla- 
blifhed fuch a Belief, and fuch Ceremonies and outward Forms 
of Worfhip, as were moft likely to captivate Men's Minds, by 
flattering their Vices, ^d ktting them conceive that they might 
remain in their Wickednefs, and yet be Chriflians. 

This Artifice firfl was try^d upon the Potentates of the 
Earth ; and as Men are naturally def}»)us of Eafe in their Minds, 
both' as to this World and the next, they with Pleafure embra- 
ced thofe Ideas which favoured this Inclination. 

This was really the Foundation upon which the Church of 
Rome was built, and upon which it flood firm for many Years 
in a great Part of the World ; till, by a Diredion of Providence, 
this Nation, amongfl others, was freed from this Tyranny, cur'd 
of its Blindncfs, and reftor'd ta Sighf. 

♦"Thcfc Religious Difputcs arc far (torn being ended in the Chriftian World, altho* 
the Church of Rami has gained the Viftory over thofe firft claQung Scfis ; for not to 
mention the infernal and terrible Cruelties fhewn to tliofe caHed Hernich by that 
Church, (he nourifbes in her own Bowels moft difmal inteftine Foes} for almoftall 
the Religious Orders of that Church for fome Ages paft have had continual Feuds 
aboutJ'oints of Dodrine, and chiefly about which fhould have the principal Sway in 
their refpeftive Nations : How this pioft afFcit* Men's Morab, is very clear. See rro- 
mncial Letters^ by Mr, Pafcal. 

Theke 



:^ 



Diqitized by 



Google 



55o Of the Morals of the Ancients. . 

The A E never was, I believe, or ever can he, a Religion more 
cakulated and contrived for the obtaining the End I iMive beoi 
(peaking of, both as to its Dodrine, its Worfhip, and the Man- 
ner in which thofe two Articles are managed and condnifted by 
the pretended SucceflTor of St. Tetir, and all his Affiftants, Abet- 
tors, Counfellors, Minifters and others ; bis Cardinals, Prclatts, 
and inferior Clergy : — 

Bold Front kfs Men ! that impudently dare 

To blend Religion with the worft of Crimea / . 

jind facrilegioujhf have Jlol^n that rtame 

To cover Frauds^ ^tndjufiify Oj>freffion. H u g H b s. 

A N D as the Church of Rome has been the primum Mobile in 
the World for fo many Ages, and that 'tis to her that is, I diink, 
owing the Corruption of Morals in Mankind, as flie has had the 
chief Influence ever fince the Degeneracy of Chriftiansj I (hall 
dwell the longer on This, and be the more paitiailaf in ic 

The Idolatry of that Church, is the firft Thing I (peak of; it 
is that which is of great Ufe to take the Minds of all Degrees of 
Men, by giving them a (etiiible Comprehennoo of the Obje<^s 
of their Wor(hfp, and conlequently by nraltiplyiog Ceremonies. 

This at (ir(t confirmed add increaled their Superftition, (and 
does (b ftill,) and made them the ea(ter c&me into cbofe Syftems 
by which their Guides pretended to lead them to Heaven, at 
the fame time that they indulged their Vices. 

F o R by endeavouring to increafe their Belief in the Efficacy 
of the Obfervation of Ceremonies towards the Expiation of im- 
moral Crimes, thev made them nmch more (hbjed: to their Ma- 
nagement, at the fame time that they corrapted their Morals. 

T H I s a * great Man of our Church ooferves judicioudy , in 
his Sermon upon thtVnity of God, peaking of Idolatry, ^^ Among 
*' Chriftians, fays he, (for the greater Part of even Thofe alio 
^^ who call themfelves Chriftians^ has for many Ages been Ido* 
^^ laters, as the Kingdom of Ijfrael had been before;) among 
^^ Chriftians, I (ay, the introducing this Vice, has not only cor- 

* De. Clarxb, 
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^ jTupted the Simplidcy of the Golpel, but hds alio gready en- 
^^ couraged all Immorality, by makiag Superftition . an Equiva- 
^^ knc ioflead of a Virtuous Life ; aad particularly, it lias been 
^^ t the Caufe of ioiinite Cruelties and Periecucians among Chri- 
" llianSy in order to (iipport Tyranny and Superfiition« •— 

And again in hisSennon upon the Spirituality of G%d^ be diP 
courfes thus, fpeaking of thole who worlhip God in the Flcfli, 
and not in the Spirit, by placing the chief of their Religion in* 
outward Forms and Ceremonies. 

^ G o D is a Being of infinite HoIine&, Judice, Righteouihefs, 
^^ Goodaefs and Truth; and 'tis his Will and Pleafure, that all 
^' reafonable Creatures, according to their ftveral C^acicies, 
" ihould conform thenafelves to his Likenefs, by the Imitation of 
^^ thele great and excellent Perfedions. In this confiils the Ef- 
^ fence af Religion ; thefc B[(ipofitions of Mind are the mofl: ex- 
" cellent Virtues upon Earth, and the Foundation of the Happi* 
^ pinefs of Heaven. Thefc Qualifications are the great End and 
^^ Defign, for the promoting of which, all Religious loilitutions 
^' were intended \ and no external Performances whatlbcvcr are 
" any otherwife of any Value, than as Means to procure theic 
*^ great Ends. When therefore Men invert this natural Order of 

. . + I have, in my firft Cljaptcr, niention*d the Barbarity of the Maflacre on Sf, 
Bartholomew^ Day, and the Cruelty of Lew'ti XIV. to his Protcflant Subjefts ; I muft 
now defire the Reader to refled upon the horrid Inhumanity of the Irifh Papifts, who 
in fo fmaH a Time butchered fo many of their Proteftant Countrymen in the moft exe- 
crable mannsr, as our Hiftoiy trlb u» ; and all This from the fame SpirU of th^t bloody 
Sett of Meii, and of that Anticbriftian Church. — I wi{h they may make a right 
Ufe of the great Indulgence they now meet with here j but I own I always apprehend 
the lame Inclinations. 

* To confirm ftill more what I hare advanced on this Head, let us take Notice of 
what Mr. Mdifin^ that judicious and elegant Writer, feys, in one of his Spe^futors 
fpeaking of the Jewijh and Popijh Ceremonies. " But notwithftanding this plaufiblc 
*« Reafon, with which both the Jew and Raman CathoHck would excufe their refpeftive 
•' Supcrftitions, it is certain, there is fomethingin them very pernicious ta. Mankind, 
■** and deftniaive to Reli^on ; becaUfe the InjunSion of fupcrfluous Ceremonies, makes 
" fach Actions Duties as were before indiflferent ; and by that Means, renders Religion 
*• more burthenfome and difficult, than it is in its own Nature ; betrays manv into Sins 
*« of Omiffion, which they could not otherwife be guilty of, and fixes the Mmds of the 
•< Vulgar (and to thii Mr. JdMn might have added the Minds of aU Perfons ioofely 
♦* inclin'd, both of the Great Vulg^ir and the Small, as Mr. Cowley fays} to the fha- 
" dowy uneflcntial Points, inftcad of the more weighty and more important Mattcn of 
<• the Law.** 

1* Things, 
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•^ Things, and fcparate the Means from the End; when they rake 
*^ up wholly with tho(e external Obf^rvances, which in them- 
^^ felves arc of no Value, but only as they tend to promote that 
^^ fubflantial Virtue and Righteoufnefs which is finally good, and 
^* intrinfically in its own Nature profitable unto Men 4 their Re* 
^ ligion in fiich aCafe, like a Shadow without Subftancc, is vain ; 
" and like a Body without a Spirit is dead." 

And he lays farther, towards the End, " That thofe *of the 
*^ Church of Rome^ do in the higheft D<^ce offend ; becaufe^ 
*^ inftead of that fpi ritual Worlhip which our Lord intended to 
'^^ eftabliib, they on the contrary, fill their Religion with more 
^' Rites and Ceremonies than even the Law of Mofes itfclf was 
^^ burdened withal ; and (which of all other Things is the 
^' mcfft prophane) compel Men by Force, to make external and 
^< hypocritical Pfofeflions in Matters of Religion ; which yet 
" they well know, if it is not leated in the Heart, is no Religi- 
^^ on at all/' 

This Author in another Place, fpeaking of the miferable Ef- 
feds of Idolatry^ as to the Corruption of Morals in all Nati6ns 1 
when he comes to mention the Tapifts\ lays, 

^^ And fad it is to obferve, bow Chrifttan Idolatry alfb has 
^^ had the fame Efleds ; cauTmg Men to rely on Saints, and even 
^* on the Relicks of Saints, inftead of the Practice of RighteouC 
** neft and true Virtue ; and teaching them, inftead of Chriftian 
^^ Charity and univerfal Love and Good*will towards all Men, 
*^^ p be on the contrary guilty af fuch inhuman Craelties as 
^* Men could never have thought of, who liad never heard of any 

^' Religion at all/' 

Thus far this Reverend Author; in whole Words I have cho«» 
fen to convey my Ideas of rhefe Matters, becaufe I am fenfible 
jie has exprcflTed them better than I could poflibly have done ia 
jny own. 

Thus I think it appears evidently to all thofe not wilfolly 
tlind, that Men^s Morals mufl: have fiiffcred from the Popilh Re- 
ligion in its very Eflence, by its being fb contrary to Chriflia- 
«ity. 

And to come to Particulars, what wretched Confcquenccs 
jinuft thefe produce, viz. The idolatrous and impious Worfiiip olT 
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numberlels Saints, canonizM fot Money by the Court of Rome ^ 
often Men of bad Lives, and the making thefc Mediators inftead 
af one, the blcflcd Jesu^. 

The Adoration and Religious Worfliip paid to the Wooden, 
Stone, Brafs, Copper, ^c. Images of thefe Perfbns, in dired Op- 
fition to the fecond Commandment. 

The impious and abfiird Dodrine of 'Tranfubftantiation. 

The many Ceremonies in Confcquence of all this; upon the 
Obfervation of all which, greater Strefs is laid than upon Moral 
Virtue. 

The Diftindion between Mortal and Venial Sins. 

The DoiftTine and Pradice of Pardons and Indulgences j 
(that is, obtaining Licences for Sinning.) 

The * Belief of the Efficacy of Confeflion, and the abfolutc 
Deliverance from Sin by a Prieft's Abfblution, and banning up- 
on a new Score. 

The Notion of Souls being delivered from Punifliment in 
Purgatory by MafTes, which muft be largely paid for. 

The weak Performances of filly Vows, as jidiculoufly made. 

Absurd and indecent Pilgrimages. 

All which ftand in Lieu of good Works, or arc to make A- 
mends for the Commiffion of Crimes. 

The Abufes of Convents, and Monafteries, and Religious 
Legacies, inftead of leading a good Life. 

* Thejudicious Reader will obferve, that nothing would be more tedious than for 
me to relate all the various Impofitions of the Church of Rome $ bcfides. It wouW be 
in a great meafure ufelefs, for tliey have moft of them been expofed by the bcft Prote- 
ftant Divines and Moralifts : But juft to hint a Word or two more upon the Afiair of 
Abfolution, we muft take notice, that it is not Conditional, but Abfolute, upon that 
Sorrow which the Penitent £bews for his Sins ; and they believe themfelves as dearly 
wafhed from their Crimes, and as free from any Punifhment in a Life to come, as if 
they had never finned. I dwell upon this, becaufe none but thofe who have been long 
in Popifh Countries can be fcnfible of the miferable Confequences of this Way of 
Tiiinking ; ^or their Miffionaries and Champions in this Ifland have die Impudence 
to deny and the Cunning to hide the worft Part of their Dodrine, or give falfe Co- 
lours to it. In ftiort, allDeviation from Chriftianity muft in fome degree stfeft Men's 
Morals, much more fuch monftrous Abufes as This, and many more. 
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The loofc and horrible Cafiiiftrv of the f Jejuits, who for 
that Rcafon arc the Govcrmng Orcfcr every where. The light 
and foolifh Penances enjoin'd for Crimes which none but the 
Almighty can afTurc Mankind that He pardons, and not to be 
wafhed off by the prefumptuous Affirmation of a Prieft. 

I N fine, Thefe, and many more Abominations of equal Hor- 
ror, which have been taught and inculcated by the Church of 
Rome, arc certainly the Caule and firft Foundation of the Im- 
morality and want of Virtue in the Chriftian World- Thus they 
at once corrupted and tainted the Hearts of Chriftians by the 
very Nature of their Dodrine, and at the (kme time rendered all 
Religion unamiable in the Eyes of fompc who were difguftcd 
at the ^rofs Errors and Impofitions They had ufher*d into the 
World,^ and who found there was no feparatine from the EA 
fence of the Topijh Religion, thofe Things which to penetrating 
Eyes were vifibfy abfiird ; therefore they abandoned all Religion, 
becaufc they could not have it ia its native Simplicity. Tiiis is 
well expreiVd by Mr. Rawe: ~ 

Religion's Lufire is by Native Innocence 

divinely fure, and Jimpk from all Arts : 

They daub and drefs her like a Common Mifirefs^ 

The Harlot of their Fancies-^ and by adding 

Falfe Beauties, which /he wants not^ make the fVorU 

Siijpedt her Angel's Face is foul beneath^ 

And wo'not bear all Lights. 

I T is ilrange that Mankind ihould be fo bliod as not to fee 
that, inftead of this being the True Churdiof Chrift, it is no- 
thing elfe but a Tag^n StrutSwre raised i^n the Ch^iftian Foun- 
dation ! 

A N D I have often wondered that {6 many illuftrious Mociern 
Authors amongft the French^ who have treated <>f the Andcacs 
with an Elegance peculiar to that Nation, and have jnftly ex^ 

+ About the DoArine of the Jefiuts^ fee thofe excellent Pieces, called The Provincial 
tetters y by Mr. Pafcd'^ and there you will find how thofe Fathm have corrupted the 
£urity of Religion and Mprality. 
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claimod againfl: the Abiiirdity of th< 
not obfervc the Conformity of thcii 
find fanlt v^ith,«in every thing but 
for notwithftanding any Conftraint i 
in a Country de^otically governed, y 
fiy very evident, muft in Ibnie mann 
ierved by them, and hinted at in th( 
Bigotry of the wifeft Men amongll tl 

Before I leave this Article, w< 
rapcion of the Northern Barbarians 
linall Difadvantage to Morals. 

F o R as they were as fb many favai 
were made them, to bring them over 
own the Succeflbr of St. Ttter. 

I N general, I mud repeat it once n 
ftant Prac9ice of the Church of Romt 
as well as of True Religion,, to ma 
who will enter into her Bofom. 

And for this Reafon it was alw 
clofcly, and defend the Chara<fter, a 
of all thofc Princes and Emperors, v^ 
Friends, however wicked and immora 
is full ef liich Inftances, of which 
and that is of Gregory^ firnamed The i 
wards St. Gregory. 

This Pope, inftead of thunderii 
fach an inhuman Wretch as ^hocas wai 
the Emperor Maurice and all his f am 
and was in all Points a confummate \ 
Letters to him apod his coming to th 
becaufe he was itaunch in bis and the 

The fame ComplaKance, for the 
by this Pope to Brunebauld of Fra 
Women that ever breath'd. 

♦ Dr. Cave'j Wifi. Liter. Scriptor. Eulef. 
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When the reputed Vicar of J ejus Chrifi^ the (u{)pored Father^ 
of the Faithful, thus eucoufag'd Wickednefe, what could Thofe, 
who were to be govern'd of influenced by him, tlmik or ad ? 
Why, to be fure, they were taught to follow fuch Maxims* 

But indeed, the loofe and immoral Lives * of the Popes, and 
mofl of the fuperior as well as inferior Clergy of the Church 
of Rome^ in all Times, have been but difmal Examples. 

I fhall not dwell upon, the many Religious Cheats, the Tricks 
and Artifices made ufe of in all Ages by that Church, fuch as 
the Religious and Military Orders, Holy Wars, Decifion of Quar- 
rels by fmgle Combat, eflabliihing the Notion of Honour in* 
ilead of Religion, as a Motive more fuitable to M^n's Nature, 
and more liable to gain them to their Purpofe ; in fine, the vari- 
ous Inventions of all forts, all deftrudive of pure Religion and 
found Morality, all owing to this impure Source ^ becaufc the 
World is fiifficiently acquainted at prefent with every Artifice and^ 
wicked Maxim of that Church, which proudly boaus her Iq£i1- 
libility, and haughtily requires implicit Obedience. 

FroM: a dole Examination of what has beea faid^ and of 
thofe. Parts of f Hiftory which co|ifirm my Ailertions, as weJL 
as of the cooflant Ptadlice of Thofe influenced by the Re*> 
ligfon we have been fpeakiug. of, I believe the judicious, unpre- 
judiced Reader will agree- with me, that the fuft Corruption o£ 
Morals fprung from that Root. 

A N D to give this Matter fbmc farther Confideration, we are. 
to attend , to the Circumflances which favoured all the Defigns I 
have meatioDi^d at the Beginning, and which greatly helped on^ 

* What can be imaging more dcflfruiflivc to the Morak of Mankind, than that the . 
Church of Rome (hould for Political Reafons make fuch Men Cardinals and Bi£bops^ 
whofe Lives arc unbecoming the Charafters of Private Chriftians, much more- of Heads 
and Chiefi of. the Church ? That a Religioa whicb^ requires the utmoft. Parity ofi 
Hearty ihould Jiave for it^ chief Minifiers immoral Time-ferving Men ; and (till further, 
cvjen Infants, becaufe.Sonsi of Kings, t^c^ or Men .of great Quality, nam'd jto Bifhop- . 
rieks and CardinaUhips, . as is frequently prafUfed in the Church of Roma f Muft not 
fitch a CpnduA as this greatly afFed Men's Morals ? 'Bat indeed i% is but conlbnant to 
all the other Maxims, and to the total Corruption which b now fo eflentially in that 
Church, that nothing but a thorough Purification would be of any Service. 

t The Reader would do well lo confult the Lives of the Popes, and the Ecckfia^ 
ftical.Hiitoty. 
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this total Revolt from Virtue. In the firft Place, feveral very 
judicious Authors have^ obferved, that fuch was the blind Zeal 
of ibme Men, and fuch the Artifice of other dcfiguing Perlbns 
at the Time that Chriftianity began to raife its Head and triumph 
over the Pagan Religion, that, in the firft Ages of the Church,, 
they fell with moft furious Rage upon every thing that favoured 
of Pagan ifm^ even the Pagan Moralifts were perlecutcd, and 
they would not fuffcr even Heathen Virtue to fubfift : For this 
Reafon, the lame Authors (ay, that Xheie Deceivers were as ac- 
ccfiary to the Deftrudion of Learning as iho Goths and Vandals, 
^. for they knew that by this Means, few would have it in 
their Power to confult the lacred Fountains of their Religion, 
which the Ecclefiafticks of the Church of Rome took particu- 
lar Care not to fuffer to be tranflated into the Vulgar Tongues, 
(an Artifice which ftill continues,) that their Impofitions and De- 
lufions might not be difcovered. Thus, to gratify the barbarous 
Stupidity of thofe Northern Savages, and the ill-judg'd Piety of 
fome Ecclefiafticks, and the crafty Defigns oflpreading Ignorance, 
by which others were aduatcd, was a general Darkneft ^read 
over the whole Chriftian World : And from hence it came to 
gafi, that theGrofs of Mankind being deftitute of all other Helps 
to Virtue, but fuch as their blind or deceitful Guides, were wil- 
ling or able to lend them, they were as much to begin upon a 
new Foot, as if the World had been newly created, and confe- 
quently fit to receive the falfe Impreffions which were made on 
their Minds by their deluding Diredors. 

T o this we may add, that the pious or politick Averfion to 
every Thing that was Heathen, abfblutely deftroy'd all thofc 
noble Inftitutions of the Ancients, bv which Men were incited 
to the Pradice of Virtue: And for this Purpofe, I imagine that 
they made ufe of this Pretence, which indeed would have been 
very juft and righteous, had but the whole Dodrine and all she 
Pjrecepts of Chriftianity had' their due Influence ; I mean, that 
they might go upon this Foundation, that the Chriftian Religion 
is in itfelf a truer and more potent Incentive to all Virtues, than 
any politick Inventions can be: But how infufficient this muft 
grove, in a World already corrupted, and in which Chriftianity 
•was eftablifh*d di%uis'd, and different front its original Bright- 
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ncfs and Purity, is very obvious. But, as I faid before, the Mo- 
rals and Virtues of the Human Species were little the Care of 
thefe Self-intercfted Deceivers ; and thofe who were free from 
any Defign to deceive, were fo zealoufly attached to their Re- 
ligion, that* they could not conceive that any one could want o- 
thcr Incitements to Goodnefs, efpecially as they judg'd of Others 
by what they felt in their Own Breads ; they therefore ignorantly 
concurred to this general Depravation. 

N o w as to Society, it is certain, that if Men can be persuad- 
ed to Virtue by any Means whatever, it is much better rhan that 
they fhould be vicious ; altho' at the fame time the Difference of 
their Motives makes a great one in their Merits. In a Word, the 
Idea of Glory, as a Reward for virtuous A<9ions, was quite dc- 
ftroy'd by the Perfons I have mentioned, and by Their Artifices, 
Nothing, in thofe dark Times, fo efficacious was left in its room. 
And the fame Maxims in general ftill prevail (as has been obferv*d) 
amongft the Grofs of thofe of the Romijh Church, altho' that Primi- 
tive Ignorance is difpell'd, more in fome Countries than others ; 
and at this Day, allRealbn, Learning, and all the Accomplishments 
of the Mind, are conftantly forced to fubmit implicitly to the 
Edidsfrom the Vatican \ and the Men of the fiiblimeft Genius of 
this Communion, fo clear- fighted in other Matters, fhut their 
Eyes where-ever their Religion is concemM, and (eem to de- 
light to be led by Guides, whofe Defign it is to break their Necks, 
or pick their Pockets. — How this affcds their Morals, is be- 
yond all difpute. 

The next Queftion is^ How does what I have faid affed: Pro- 
teftaot Countries, elpecially England^ where Chriftiaoity is pro- 
fefs^d in its original Purity, and where we have a Clergy as free 
from all Vices as it is podible to fiippofe fo large a Body of Men 
to be, and who (corn to 4efire any Influence over Mankind^ 
but .what a faithful Diicharge of their Duty can give them ; and 
who by their conftant Endeavours, make it plainly appear, that 
the Eternal Welfare of the Human Species, is their chief and 
moft fleady Aim ? I {hall now make it my Bufincfs to give ibmc 
Account of that Matter. 

i^ I miglir 
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I might begin by fayiog, chat this bad :}: Impreffion made up- 
on the Morals of Mankind by Topery^ \s not yet worn our, al- 
though the Caufc is removM ; like Difterapers whofe violent Force 
is abated, bur from which the Patients are long recovering, and a 
great Space of Time before they regain their primitive Health, 
and former Conftitution \ but I infift not upon this Reafon, (al- 
tho' I am certain it carries much Weight with ir,) becaufe we have 
others that will ferve our Turn much better. 

I believe then, that one of the main Springs of Immorahty in 
"^ England^ is ftie uncontrouKd Liccntioufneis in Matters of Re- 
ligion. 

By what I am going to fay, let no one imagine I am pleading 
for Ecclefiaftical Tyranny or Perfecution, in any degree: No, I 
abhor the Thoughts of it, as wicked and unchriflian. 

Besides, I am of Opinion, that even in Policy it is wrong; 
for it is certain, that That Government, either Ecclefiaftical or 
Civil, which is the Icaft Oppreflive, is fettled upon the ftrongeft 
and mod immoveable Foundations. 

But my Ideas of the Matter I am ipeaking of, are thefe : That 
the Number of infamous Books daily written and difpers'd over this 
Ifland, (and alfo thofe which have been publiflied for many Years 
pad,) in which the fublimeft: and moft eflential Points of Chri- 
dianity are called in qucftion, and in which confequcntiy the 
Dodrtne of the Eftabliflied Church is found fault with, are of 
fatal Confequence. 

t In dfeft, let us^oonfidcr, that altbo' the very immediate Inconveniences of. Pope- 
ry are got off, it muft take a very confiderable Time for the Labours of the mgft dih*- 
gtnf Keformcrs to wipe off fuch Stains, even tho' the Proteftant ODuntries hM fallen 
into no frcfc Caufes of Depravity of another Nature. There miy, Jn Oiorj, befcU 
more Re^ons than I have thoi^ht of, to produce this Wickednefs among Chxiftiantf, 
which I leave to Others, 

• As to other Proteftant Countries, as Holland^ Switzerlandy^ fome Parts of Ger^ 
mof^f fcc* it may be obferved, that according as there have been more or lefs of thefe 
Libertine Tr^tifes current among them, (of which I com(Jain among us) ^ch People 
have been more or leis Virtuous j (as for Inflance, I believe there is mpre Probity in 
Switzerland^ tftan in manv other Countries j) and to this may be added, that the dlifie- 
i^ent Condutt of their Sirfk Reformen had no fmall Influence ; and the various Scds 
which arofe amongft them, in which there was evidently a great Deficiency and want 
of Chriftian Charity and Humility, and a great Virulency againft one another, help'd 
not a little to fix a bad Sett of Moials among them, as well as Opinion^ far wide of the 
True Chriftian ftirity, ' -:. > 
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It matters not whether thefe Writings are the Produdions of 
our Proteftant Secfts, who are never eafy with their Ample Tole^ 
ration, but are conftantly exclaiming againft thofc Things in out 
Church which difpleafe them, only becaufe they cannot pofTe^ 
them ; and who will never be fatisfied till they have overthrown 
that Religious Eftablilhment which fuffers them to exift here, with 
almoft equal Privileges to itfelf : I fay, it imports not whether 
They are the Authors of thefe infamous Writings, or whether 
^afifts^ dijguifed under the Mask of Scef ticks or J^ree-Thinkers^ 
endeavour to unfettle the Minds of the People, to gain them at 
laft by the Bait of unlimited Faith, when Reafon is (hewn to be 
abfolarely lifelels ; or whether, in effecS:, thofe Performances are 
from real ^eijis, and others of the like Stamp, 

B E they the Purgings of any Brains whatfbever, come they 
from what Quarter foever, their Effeds are perniciotis and fatal, 
as to this World and the next. 

The Reafon is this, that by teaching Men to doubt of what is 
of the grcateft Importance, nay oftentimes teaching them to dif^ 
believe abfolutely every Thing, they take ofF all Reftraint from 
them, and make them remain without any Religion at all; and 
then what the Confcquence mufl be, is obvious. 

For when Men who cannot accommodate their Minds to 
Chriflianity, whofe Purity in every refpe<a is fiiperior to every 
other Moral Syflem, when fiich Men talk of being perfed Moral 
Men in every Point, I laugh at them, and give no more heed 
to their Profeflions than to the Ravings of Madmen, or than to 
the Speeches of a known Lyar, for all thofe Reafbns already 
mentioned ; to which I will add One more, which will ieem I 
hope of fome Force, and that is, That Glory cannot aduate 
rhem to Virtue, as it did the Heathens ; becaufe when Men have 
abandoned a Motive far fiiperior to That, I mean Chriflianity, it 
is not likely that they mould be influenced by any inferior 
one. • 

Besides, the whole Chriftian World being in this Degene« 
racy, certain and oniverfal Glory is not the fure Attendant upon 
Heroic Virtues or great Sentiments \ '^n the contrary, there arc 
feveral Virtues, which if carried to that Sublimity now, as they 
were amongfl the Heathens, (unlefs the Majority would agree to 
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^Gt fo) if put ia Pradice in fuch a dcprav'd World; as for In* 
llance, fiich Friendfliip, fuch Difmtereftcdnefs, fuch Simphci- 
fy of Manners as I have related, a Man would be fure to be 
laugh'd at as a Tomantick Madman for his Pains ; and befidcs that, 
fuifer great Inconveniences by his Heroic Magnanimity, juft as a 
naked Man would fufFer in a Combat^ with one arra'd, cap^afieJ^ 
for that is the Situation of a truly virtuous Spirit amongft the 
reft of Mankind, who hate, and endeavour to circumvent what 
they cannot imitate. Not that it ought to be inferred from this, 
that any thing whatever fliould deter Men from the Pra(2:ice of 
the fublimeft Virtues ; for their Happinefs will be of fuch a Na- 
ture, that no ill Ulage or Accidents can difturb it : for it will 
confift during their Stay on this Earth, in a Confcioufhefs that 
they are pleafing their Creator, who will iiirely reward them ia 
iuch a Manner as ihall even tranfcend their Hopes.' Nothing there- 
fore ought to be a Hindrance to Men's going on in a Courfe of 
the ftri^eft Virtue, for nothing can make them Amends for de- 
parting from it, 

— — PFhat were dominion, Tompy 

The IVealth of Nations, ^ay, of all the JVorld ^ 

7he JVorld itfelf or what a thoufdnd Worlds^ 

If weighed with Faith unjpotted, heavenly Faith ; 

Thoughts free from Guilt, the Empire of the Mind\ 

And all the Triumfhs of a Godlike Breaji^ 

Firm and unmov'd in the great Caufe of Virtue ? Hughes. 

-But to return; we muft confider farther, that a Man who 
quits Chriftianity^ muft have a depraved Mind, already spoilt, and 
infcnfible to true Glory, fo far as not to cramp his Paflions for 
it ; and fuppofmg they could be influenced J)y Glory, I have fliewa 
that fome Virtues cannot be produced by it. 

For thefe and other Rcalbns, Men who arc not moved to 
Goodnefs by the Chriftian Religion, can be by nothing elfc. 

Besides, Experience fliews it ; there may be Men who pre- 
tend to believe, and yet be bad Men ; but I never knew, nor 
do I believe it poflible, a Man devoid of Religion to ht as per* 
icft as a Chriftian, in all Points of Morality. 

Aaa Thsss 
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These arc the fetal Confequences of permitting publick At- 
tacks to be made upon Chriftianity. 

This corrupts our Morals, and makes us fet the mod facred 
Things at nought ^ and by taking off all Reftraint, by weaken- 
ing the Terrors of future Puniftimcnt, and the Hopes of future 
Rewards, makes all Crimes fb common^ and univerfal VHIany 
tariumphant. 

Those Adions indeed that are of immediate fatal Confequencc 
to Society, are puniflied, luch as Robbery and Murder, S?r. but 
there are Numbers which no Law can comprehend or take in,, 
which are of terrible Confequence, of a horrible and deteftable 
Compofition, fuch as Avarice, Envy, S^. 

These begin with thofe of better Sort, and from thence arc 
fbon fpread amongft the lower Rank. 

Every Day's Experience will convince my Readers that! 
do not exaggerate. 

All this \s owing iii a great naeafure to thefe Seducers and. 
Corrupters of Mankind, thele Performances which tend to gene- 
ral Corruption : 

Hoc Fonfe derivata Clades 
IH Tatriam Tcfulumque jhxit. Ho r* 

But it may be perhaps ask'd, how thefe Writiiigs can have fuch^ 
Influence, if they are falfe ; fmce Truth \s foon found out, and. 
as it were difco vers itfelf ? 

T o thxs I anfwer, that the greateft Part of Mankind is not 
qualified^ either by Nature or by Education, to diHinguifli, in fech 
Matters, true Reaionmg from falfe Arguments and Sophillry. 

O N the contrary, thefe laft ate moft likely to take with the 
Generality g£ the World, as is found in a thou(and other In- 
fiances. 

And thefe pernicious Writings I Ipeak of, have all the A/B* 
ftance that foch Alkremeirts can give them ; and what is dill 
ftronger than all this, and more conducive to their Ends, fs, that 
liich Doftrines and Maxims fuit the Vices and PoiBonsof Man^ 
lundmoch better than the Chriftiaa Syflicm*.. 
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T a u s all thole Things which I have mentioned, co-operate 
and produce their EffciJl ; in this Manner our Morals are corrup- 
ted by deftroying all Religion, as thofe of the Tapijis are by a 
Pretence of it. 

In the xSjih Tatler, there are fome Paflages to our Purpofe, 
which I fhall tranfcribe in this Place. 

" I have hinted iq (btne former Papers, ((ays that inimitable 
^^ Author) that the greaceft and wifcft of Men in all Ages and 
*' Countries, particularly in Rome and Greece^ were renowned 
^ for their Piety and Virtue. It is now my Intention to fliew 
^ how thofe in our own Nation, that have been unqueftionably 
" the moft eminent for Learning and Knowledge, were likewile 
^^ the moft eminent for their Adherence to the Religion .of their 
^^ Country. I might produce many ihining Examples from among 
** the Clergy ; but becaufe Triejicraft is the common Cry of 
<^ every cavilling empty Scribbler, I Ihall ihew, that all the Lay- 
^ men, who have exerted a more than ordinary Genius in their 
** Writings, and were tlie (jlory of their Times, were Men whole 
^^ Hopes were fill'd with Immortality and the Profpeft of future 
^ Rewards, and Men who lived in a dutiful Submillion to all 
** the Dodrines of ReveaPd Religion. I fhall in this Paper on- 
*^ ly inftance Sir Francis Bacon^ a Man, who for the Greatnefs 
** of Genius, and Compafs of Knowledge, did Honour to his 
*^ Age and Country, I could almoft lay to Human Nature itfelf j 
" he pofTels'd at once all thofe extraordinary Talents which were 
^* divided amongft the greateft Authors of Antiquity. He had 
*' the found, diftin(fJ:, comprchenfive Knowledge of Artftotle^ 
^^ with all the beautiftil Lights, Graces^ and Embelli/hments of 
*^ Cicero \ one does not know which to admire moft in his Wri- 
*^ tings, the Strength of Reafon, Force of Style, or Brightnefs 
^* of Imagination. — This Author has . remarked in feveral Parts 
*^ of his Works, That a thorough Infight into Philofophy makes 
^^ a good Believer, and that a Smattering in it, naturally produ- 
^^ ces fuch a Race of defpicable Infidels as the little profligate 
" Writers of the prefent Age, whom (I muft confe(s) I have al- 
^^ ways accufed to myfelf,. not fo much for their want of Faith> 
^^ as their want of Learning. 

A a a a This 
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This laft Paragraph, to introduce which, I have given whar 
precedes, (and at the fame time to Ihew the Sentiments of Great 
Men, as to Religion) accounts for the Belief and general Accep* 
tance which iiich Tfeatifes as I have (poken of always meet with, 
its well as for the writing them, and abundantly ftrengthens my 
, A/Tertion. 

To this fmay add, (and I hope without feeing thought to (peak 
as a Party concerned,) that frequent Infults and repeated * Attacks 
upon the Eftablifhcd Church in particular, as well as Chriftianity 
in general, have very Bad EfTcds. 

F o R as the Majority of this Nation are taught by Educatioa 
(founded upon Truth and the jufteft Reafbns) to look upon the 
Church' of England zs the true Church of Christ, the unfet— 
riing their Minds, as to That, either throws them into a bad Re- 
ligion, or what is more likely, into none at all. 

And thus eithfer by caufmg them to turn Papifts, (the Confe- 
quence of which I have Ihewn,) or by throwing them into thofc 
Seds wheie wild Anarchy and Confufion reigns, or by f de- 
priving 

• I muft confefsj that I' cannot help Ihinkihg, that the"various Seds that have 
been in continual Strife ever fincc the Reformation, in all Countries, but particularly 
here, have caufed Virtue to decreafe ; I am fure at leaft that One Virtue has been 
wanting for that Reafon, and that is Charify in Opinion ; Certainly Diflfcrcnces about 
Religion, confound and diftraS the Minds of Men, and lead them at laft almoft to be- 
lieve Nothing: Thus in England^ although the othl:r Scfts contend for ^hat they think 
Chriftianity, yet their Attacks upon the Eftablifh'd Church affcft Morals in general, 
and by fuch Contentions create a bad Opinion oT the Chriftian. Religion in unthinking 
Men : after all, if Chriftianfty ^ere thoroughly believed ih it3 true Purity^ we muft bS 
jtben all Virtuous. 

+. To this Purpofe, I believe the. Reader will not be difpleafed to find here fomc Paf* 
fages in one.of the tpe^atorSy written by the incomparable Mr. A D.D I son, who has 
often employed his Pen in a Warm and judicious Defence of Religion, and confcquontly 

of Morality. ^- *• I muft confefi (fays hcj I do not know how to truft a Mail 

*^ who believes neither Heaven nor Hell, oi^ in other Words, a future State of Rc^ 
** wards and Punilhments. Not only natural Self-Love, but Ikeafon dire& us to pio- 
*« mote our own Ihtereff ateve all Things. It can never be for the Intereft of a Be- 
«*liever to do me a Mifchief^ becaufe he is fure, upon the Balance of Accompts, to 
•* find;hiinfelf a Lofer by it. On the contrary, if he confiders his owa Welferc in 
** liis Behaviour towards me, it will lead him to do me all the Good he^can, and at 
•* the fame time reftrain hiin from doing me an Injury. An Unbeliever does Jiot a3 
•♦ like a Reafonable Creature, if he favours me contrary to his prefent Intereft, or'doe^ 
*• not diftrefe me when it turns to his prefent Advanuge. Honour and Good-nature 
^ may indeed tic up his Hands j but as theft would be very much ftrengthea'd by Rca* - 
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piving them of all Ideas of Piety, their Morals grow corrupted ; 
and as they then are no Chriftians, or very bad ones, they de^^ 
generate into bad Subjeds, bad Fellow-Gitizens, a{Kl become 
real Enemies to God and Man. 

I am in hopes that what has been iaid will be as fatisfadory to 
my R?aders, as it is to myfclf, in accounting for the Degeneracy 
and Depravity of the Chriftian World in general, and of this Na- 
tron in particular ; but I ihall add one probable Conje<^ure, of 
what in all likelihood has help^ forward this total Revolt from 
Virtue.. 

^ few and Principle, fo without them they are only Inftin£b, or wavering unfettled 
<< Notions, which reft on no Foundations. — Infidelity has been attacked with fo 
" good Succcfs of late Years, that it is driven out of all its Outworks. The Aiheiji 
^* has not found his Poft tenable^ and is therefore retired into Deifm^ and a Disbelief 
«< of Revealed ReKgion only : but the Truth of it is, the greaiteft Number of this Setl 
*^ of Men, are thofe. who, for want of a Virtuous Education^ or examining the 
** Grounds of Religion, know fo very little of the Matter in queftion, that their In- 

« fidelity is but another Term for their Ignorance. The great received Articles 

«< of the Chriftian Religion have been fo cleaily proved from the Aulhority of that 
«^ Divine Revelation in which thoy are delivered^ that it is impoffible for thofe who 
«* have Ears to hear and Eyes to fee, not to be convinced of them. But were it pof- 
** fible for any thing in the Chriftian Faith to be erroneous, I can find no ill Conffr- 
<< quences in adhereing to it. The great Points of the Incarnation and Sufferings of 
♦* our Saviour, produce naturally fuch Habits of Virtue in the Mind of Man, that, I 
<^ fay, . fuppofing it were f)oifibl& for us to be miftaken in them, the Infidel himfelf muft 
** at l«aft allow, that no other Syttem of Religion could fo effectually contribute to the 
•« heightening Morality. TJiey give us great Ideas of the Dignity of Human Na- 
*< ture, and of the Love which the fupream Being bears to his Creatures, and confe- 
«< quently engage us in the higheft A£b of Duty towards our Creator, our Neighbour 
<* Add Ourfelves. How many noble Arguments has St. Paul rais'd from the chief Ar-- 
'«^ tides of our Religion for the advancing of Morality ia its three great Branches ? To 
«< • give a fingle Example in each Kind : What can be< a ftronger Motive to a firm Truft 
^* and Reliance on the Mercies of our Maker, than the giving us his Son to fufier for 
«« us ? What can make us love and eftcem even the moft inconfiderableof Mankindf 
*< more than theTboi^ht that Christ died for bim ? Or what difpofe us to a 
^^ ftri£ter Guard upon the Purity of our own. Hearts, than our being.Members of 
«^ C R R I s T , and a Part of the Society of which that immaculate Perlba is die Head ? 
^^ If our Modern Infidels confidered thefe Matters with that Candour and £erioufne6 
«« which they deferve, wefhould not fee them zQt with* fuch a Spirit of Bittemeis, Ar*^ 
^ rogance and Malice : They would not be raifmg^fuch in^gnificant Cavils, Doubts 
^ and Scruples, as may be ftarted againft every thing that is not capable of Mathematical 
'^ Demonftration, in order to unfettle the Minds of the Ignorant, difturb the publick 
•**• Peace^ fubvert Morality, and throw all Things into Confufion andDiforder. If none 
^ qI thefe Reflediigns can have any^ Influence oa tbem^ there is One that perhaps 
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T H B Improvement of the kn of Navigation, by the Difcove- 
rv of the Ufe of the Loadflone in making a Compais fb fervicc- 
able^ has at the fame time, without diipute, greatly increaied the 
mutual Intercourfe between diflant Nations, who, unkoowfi to 
each other before, are now in Friendfiiip from the reciprocal 
Bonds of Commerce and Interefl. 

A s Luxury was in a great meaftire the Source of fuch Trade 
and Traffick, and as That confeqmently implies a Corruption of 
Manners, and a ready DifpofitiQa to receive any acklicional bad 
Impreflions, the Vices and different Cuftoms which were tranlptaa- 
ted from one Country to another, along with the other Produc* 
tions, for which Commerce is us'd, mil increased the Wicked- 
nefs and wretched Vices, already in a flotuiihing Condition in eve* 
ity Nation. 

For it is certain, that every People, either by Climate, Cu- 
ilom, or itom other Cauies, have diiterence of Manners, as well 
as more or left Vices, or of different Species ; now, thefc added 
to each other, are pernicious, becaufe they become More in Quan* 
tity, and by being mix'd, are Worfe in Quality. 

This is fo certain^ that it is to be obferv'd, that foa^ Cu- 
ftoms, not really vicious in themfelves, may grow fo when tranf- 
planted. 

Because, What One Nation may have conceived under an 
Idea and Notion of Innocency ; That, when carried into Another 
Country, where Things of th? fame Stamp ufcd to be confider'd 

ia 

^^ may, becaufe it is adapted to Aeir Vanity, by which they feem to be guided much 
'^^ more than by their Reafon. I would therefore have them confider, tl^t the wifeft 
^< and beft Men in alt Ages of the Woiid, have been thofe who have lived up to the 
^' Refigion of their Country, when they faw nothhig in it oppofite to Morality, and to 
^< the beft Lights they had of the Divine Nature. Pjtbagiras'% firft Rule dire^ us to 
*^ worflup the Gods, as it is ordained by Law i for that is the moft natural Interpieta* 
^^ tion of the Precept. Sdcraf^Sy who was the moft renown'd among the Heatlxm for 
^^ Wifdom and Virtue, in his laft Moments defiles his Friends to ofl^ a Cock to Efiu^ 
^ k^msy doubttefs out of a fubmifflve Deference to the Eftabliihed Worfh^ of his 
^< Country. Xemphon tells us, that his Prince, (whom be fets forth as a Pattern of Per- 
^< fit^Qo; when he found his Death approaching, ofitred Sacrifices on the Mountains 
^* to the Pmfian JupiUr^ and the SuHy according to the Cuftom of the PerfianSy for 
^< thofe are the Words of the Hiftorian. Nay, the Epitureans and Aurmcd Phtlofopbers 
•« fliew'd a vciy remarkable Modefty in this Particular} for tho' the Being of a God 
>^ was intirely repi^nant to their Schemes of Natunl Philofophy, they contented 

<* them- 
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in aaother Li^JtiU cannot be fallen intx> and pradifed bat through 
a Viciooihefs of Temper, and by abandoning the Notions of In« 
aocency, natural ro That Country ; and when thus the Bounds 
of Virtue are broke down in one Ca(e» they fbon are fb in every 
ether. 

To illuftrate my Meaning by a plain Escample; in a certain' 
Country, a Woman never appears at a Play, but in a Mask ; this 
is a Thing in itfelf indifierent^ and thoie who go to publick Places 
^in other Countries) without Masks, are not the lefs Virtuous for 
That ; yet as in That Country an Idea of Virtue is annexed to that 
Cuftom, it is evident, that thofe who {bould firft break through 
ft there, would be juftly tax'd with a Corruption of Heart, thus 
to defpife aDd fet at nought That, which, according to their Ideas, 
is a Mark of Modefty and Virrae. 

Thus it is clear, (to me at leaft) that a greater Intercourfe be-- 
twecn remote Nations increafed Vice, and niulciplied it beyond 
Meafure ; elpecially ts every Nation was then ahready pre-diipofed 
to Doake the worft Ufc of every Thing. 

And this Confideratron will afibrd us a Reafon, whj tfaofb- 
Nations difcovered in jtmerka^ were found pofTefTed of iuch re- 
markable Probity, notwithftandiog aU their Ignorance and JOii^ 
advantages. 

For they Jiad Hved Secluded from all Intercouric with any o- 
ther Part of Mankind, and were properly Atn^x^^^^ AbarigeneSy . 
and had (iiffcred no Alterations : Whereas the frequent Migra- 
tions and Colonies in Europe, AJia and Africa^ have help'd on 
the Corruption of thofe Parts of the World, and the worft have 
fpoiled thofe who were good. 

Just as- the Greeks corrupted the Innocency of the Scythians ^ , 
by their Communication; 

^* themfetves with the Denial of a Frovidence, aflirriDg at the fame tiine the Exiftente 
^^ of Gods in general; becaufe they would notihock the common Belief of Mankind^ i 
^* and the IR^ligion of their Coyntry."— Thus far that excellent Author ; and what 
I liave here dranfcribM* is at the iame time as it were an Epitome of what I have ad- 
vanced throughout this Work) and (by Conftquence) a Confirmation of wbati have 
iaid on this Si^e& \ and we may hence eafily tt^tSt on the fatal and pernicious Conse- 
quences of all Endeavours to weaken and dcftroy Religion, to the Succefe of which mi- 
ferable Attempts, I attribute, (as the Reader finds) in a great Meafure^ Our wretched ^ 
Apoftacy from Virtue. 

Ik 
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I N Ihort, there arc Thoufands of Inftanccs of this Truth, as wrfl 
.appear upon the Icaft Examination of Hiftory. 

And I queftton not but the horrible Barbarities, and other abo- 
minable Crimes manifcfted by the Europeans in America^ will to* 
tally deftroy the natural Probity of thofe People j which as it 
was, is a Proof of the original Goodnefs of Human Nature. . 

What ndw remains, but to conclude from this whole Trea* 
life ; That as I have Ihewn the Reader what noble Adions and 
-Sentiments were produced among the Heathens, by their Fond- 
^efe for a mere Fantom,* Glory, (how unequal to our certain 
tRecompence !) This ought to fire us with a Spirit of Emulation? 

Methinks, even <eur Pride (that Offspring of a ncceffary 
Paflion, as I have oi>ferv*d) fbould make us alhamed to be out- 
done by thofe who were k much our Inferiors in the Indtements 
to Virtue; and if it may be faid, without Contraduflion, even 
our iVicc (Hight to prompt us to Virtue ; I mean, that our high 
?Vdue for ourfelves, (which as we are not perfecfl in Morals, is ill 
grounded, and by Confequence vicious) ihould fpur us t)n to fur- 
4pafs thofe who failed of the Alfiftance we have. 

Ju ST 0S much as a Man of noble Birth, advantaged by the beft 
afid moft careful Education, would certainly be cover'd with Con- 
fufion to fee himfelf behind-hand in every Perfeiftion, and outdone 
-in every Accompliihment by an obfcure Perfon, who had received 
,no Affiftance from Art, or the Care of Mankind. 

*;rt ij, il think, evident from this whole Treatife, tTiat although the World has not 
^ade that Ufe they ought of. the gracious Revelation which was given them, it is in 
no wife the Fault of our Holy Religion ; fince I defy any one to conceive or imagine 
any Syflem, either Religious or Moral^ which in Reafon can be fuppofedto prove-fo 

^C^Scacioqs towards' the j>iYKludng'the mo6 fttid and fteddy Virtue ; and thfs Caufes of 

^ our Failure have, I hope, been dearly explained.' But we are moreover to confidcr, that 
fuppofing only a fmall Part of the Human Species to have made that Advantage which 
might be expe(^ed from Chriftianity, and to be in the Pra£tice of true Virtue, (and of 
fiich there are fome, no doubt,) That is a greater Bleffing to Mankind, in refped to the 
Life to come, than to have the whole World continue in the Pradice of Virtue firoiu 

• fuch vaih-glorious worldly Motives as the Heathens were, with fo much Wavering and 
Inequality } -befides that, we are to refleft, that at the Time of our Saviour's coming, 

-the Heatnen Virtues werealmoft totally eclipsed,, as I have obferv'd elfcwherc. I omit 
mentioning the blcffcd Work of bur Redemption, which J have already fpoken of in my 

;£rft Chapter* 

The 
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The Cafe is really thus, as to the Heathens and us ; add this 
ought to create ierious Refledions iu our Minds. 

I HAY E, I hope* explained the true Reafbns of our unworthy 
Degeneracy^ and fliewn what might rationally be expeded from 
fo excellent a Syftem as the Chriftian Religion. 

And although this is an Obferyation which I might ^^re, as 
haying been often made in the feyeral Parts of this Trcatiie ; yet, 
as it. is of great Importance, I muft once more remind my Rea- 
der of the great Want of Uniformity of Virtue among the Anci- 
ents : from whence he may eafily purfue this Reafbning ftili far- ^ 
ther in his own Mind, and conclude, that nothing but an f obliga- 
tory Syftem of Morals, eftablifhed as fuch by diyine Revelation, 
can eyer giye a conftant uninterrupted Courfe of Goodnefs ; and 
thus the yain Ideas of thofe Men, who talk of the Ufelefsnefs of 
Reyealed Religion, will £ill to the Ground. 

And what I defire may be inferred from this Work is, that 
(ince our Pifeafe is evident, and the Caufe no* le(s fo, (which is 
a great Step towards a Cure,) we ihould endeavour to tipply 
proper Remedies, that we may lie under fb corrupt a State of 
Health no longer. 

The great Medicine of this Sicknefs of the Soul, is the Gos* 
PEL ; in that we ihall find every thing neceffary to our Felicity 
Here, and Hereafter. 

And it is beyond difpute, that nothing can make us truly Hap-. 
py both in this World and the next, but being truly Virtuous ; which 
we Ihall be, if we look on this Life as a State of Probation only, 
and have our whole View fix'd upon that Place, where Eternal 
Rewards will be the fiire Confequence of Virtue. 

+ Mr. Locke, in his Treatife of the Reafonablemfs ofChipiamty^ (a Work which 
few Men of Letrers are unacquainted with,) fays very well. That grantine the Poffi- 
bility (which he does not) of there being a general Syftem of Morals eftadblifhed, and 
that the Philofophers were to have been the Authora of It, They were fo much at Va- 
riance with Themfelves, that is, they had fome Precepts fo wife, and fome fo extrava^ 
gant, and even wicked^ and ^ equally infifted on, that Men's Morals muft be con« 
founded. 

FINIS. 
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Thefe are the^chief Errors of the Trefs:, if there be any others^ 
the Reader is dejir'd to correSt them. 

PA G E 9. Line 3 1 . for MotiveSy rejtd Motive, p. 23. 1. ub. for De/Iatifiy r. DikJ^. ' 
p. 42. 1. 21. for Britifl) in Italick, r. bruiifljt in Roman, p. 44. 1, 29. dele thefe 
Words, (as bos been obferved in the Preface,) p. 49. I. 32. between ojf^ and Primitiviy add 
tte, p. 57. 1. 30. fox Motives j'r. Motive, p. 64. L 14. kifiead of a FuU^hit, put a 
Comma ; and ibid. 1. 15. inftead of a Semicolon, put a Colon, p. 71. 1. 18. for An-- 
cietSy r. Ancients, p. 79. 1. 1 3. for enter^ r. enUrs. p. 80. L pimdt. for Hamialy r. HdnmbaL 
p. 122. 1. 3, for Capitoly r. Capital, p. 127. 1. 34- /or vidisy r. t^'ifiV. p. 135. 1. tg. for 
contemlatedy x. contemplated, p. 137, 1. 17. fox MaximiSy r. Maximas. ibid. 1. 27. for atmty 
r. j//r. /^/V. 1. 34 fox a Service^ r. of Servi^j. p. 149. I. 2. fox Lueany r. Juuenal. p.i6i# 
1. 23. foxnolVomeny x. few Women, p. 1^8. 1. 21. for fit;/;, r. ^i/, p. 202, 1. 9. far to 
violated^ x. to ie violated, p. 220. 1. 3. for more Confequemey x. worfe Confequence. p.223. 1.1 2, 
foj gubernanique ferpeximuSy r. gubernarique perjpeximus. ibid. 1. 9. for CalHdatey r. Callidi- 
fate. p. 224. 1. 2. fox LocuteiiSy x. Locuteius. p. 228. 1. 12. for ^iiiJwAw, r.Adjdoia. ibid^ 
1. 24. for /^^r, r. tmri. p. 231. 1. 1 1. fox gigantOyX. giganteo. p. 234. 1. 19. for Firtue^ 
r. Virtues, p. 236. 1. 19. fox LaudabaliuSy r. Latidabilins. ibid, L 30. forjwr, r. o^^r. p.240. 
L 34. dele the Comma after admirationiSy and place it after Multum. p, 241. 1. 3. and 
1. 24. read ScioUo's. p. ^42. I. penult, dele the Corrvptionof. p. 161. 1. 23. fox Many 
X. Men. ibid. 1. 26. dele /*^. p. 273. L23- fer Affe6iimy x. AffUefion. ^. 301. L 20. 

dck ; \fttx Mantinea. p. 3 1 1. 1. 6. dde the Comma after Courfey and place it after roBng. 

p. 3 1 3. in the Note at bottom, inftead of a ♦, place a f. p. 3 ' 4- J- 9- between that and 

the GreeiSy infert as to ; and ibid. 1. 13. add a Parenthelis after Barbarians and Greets. 

p. 319. 1 22. after Hefitationy place a Comma inftead of a Full-point, p. 320. I. 21, 

-after Patience, infert thefe Word% viz. tan bear Mnfortumi as thejf ought y aadnomy ice. 

p. 327. 1, 1 1, for CouflmSy x. Cuftoms. p. 329. 1. 17. between appear to^ infert yS. p. 336. ' 

1. 14. fox plujiulumy x.pkfcukm. p. 322. !• 6. for this a Truthy x. this is a Truth, p. 338. 

1. 10. fox Fame beyondy x. gone beyond, p. 340. 1. 13. for Bleffingy x.Blsffbigs. p. 342. 1. ^^. 

forveriy r. vero. p. 347. 1. 3 1. for Many r. Men. ibid. 1. ult. for Pi^ionSy r. Expedients. 

p, 352. 1. 26. for ^, r, to. 
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